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P R E F AC E. 



HE moft proper apology for this publi- 
catidti, is a candid and unadorned ftatement 
of Truth. Had a iimilar work been execut- 
ed by any of thofe perfons, who are more 
capable, snad- more .convey fant with the pe- 
riod, and' with'" the ^cbh*dv6l of the noble 
Lord, than iKeU^kqtlJhe public would not 
have been |rQ$j)l^/with./this attempt. It is 
now almoff fourteen years lince Lord Cy^^- 
i/iam's death, and the writer has not heard, 
that any intention to offer a fimilar work 
has been in the contemplation of any fuch 
perfon. Every period in hiftory is intereft- 
ing. Undoubtedly fome periods m'ore than 
others; and, perhaps, none more than that 
cf thefe volumes* 3ut truth is £0 ieldom 
the obje6l of the hifkorian of his own times, 
that it has, for fome years paft, been a trite 
obfervation, among perfons of information, 

that 
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til at nothing is fo falfe as Modern Hifloty^ 

The writers in general, may, perhaps, have 

other views than the relation of fa6ls. But 

it fhould be further obferved, that thofef 

pferfons, <;<^ho Are in j^ofleflion of the beft 

f and moft authentic materials for hiftory^ 

; lire ilfually perfons of fafhion and rank; and 

I one of thefe very rarely fits down to the 

laborious Work of writing a Wume. Henc6 

Strifes i^efalfehood and fterility of Modern 

; Hiftory. The important fafts dymg vfrith 

the perfons who were beft acquainted with 

them, the future writer frequently afcribes 

motives and confequences Xa events, with 

> which they have not the n\oft diftajrit relation.' 

The writer has«c5t-the vSLnitjs'fo offer this 

work as a hiftory. ''He ;^i2«ltrffies no more, 

than having eblk^te^* and. .^^f^rved a fund 

of materials, whieh*-m'ay-*afR)rid light and 

informaon to the future enquirer; who could 

not have found them in any of the books 

hitherto printed*. He is confcious,^ that 

his ftyle and fome circumftances, are not 

.in his favour. But he is not confcious of 

* Except in a few inftancfes, and thefe are fo immedi- 
ately connefted with the fubjeft of the work, they could* 
not, with propriety, have been omitted. But the names of 
the books or pamphlets from which they are taken, are fct 
dawn in the margin; ^ 

3 having, 
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i^aVojig advanced orie falfehobd. The ariec-i 
dotes which he hds here committed to 
paper were, all of them, in their day. Very 
well knownk They were the fubje6ls of 
public eonverfatiqiii But they have not 

^ been publifhedi His fituatibn gave him a 
knowledge of them^ and .a. perfonal ac- 

i quaint ance with feveral of the events. It 

1 was his cuftom to keep a diary^ in which he 

' nainuted all fuch circumftances as feemed to 
him moll worthy of remembrance. He has 

\ endeavoured to Hate the fadts, as nearly as 
.poffible^ in the original language} and with 

^.the original colouring in which they were 
; jTpontaneoufl)^ given at the moment— rr^pre- 

. fuming l[\erihm\dH}^^ the moft 

faithful pi6ijuijfe. of a.-period^ in which; the 
noble Lord appetfrfed^tfie, principal figure on 
the canval^ *>:"!-: i " ,- -1 V / : 

* It M^Us the bpihioh of tlie great Lord iSoihefs, " That 
i^ the bent and genius of the age is bed known in a frtt 
" country^ by the pamphlets and papers which daily come 
** ouf^ as containing the fenfe of parties, and fometimes the 
*« voice of the nation."-i^:*'^The authority may be feen id 
the front of Lord Somers's Tra£ts; " If thefe anecdotesi 

had been printed in the fugitive periodical papers of the 
times, they muft undoubtedly have clafled under his Lord- 
(hip's dcfcriptioni It is prefumed, that neither the delay^ 
nor the form of printing, will diminiih the judgment of fo 
refpefiable a recommendatioti. 

With 
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With refpeft to the Speeches in Parlia- 
ment, it is proper to inform the reader, that 
thofe marked M.S. in the margin, are now* 
firft printed from the Editor's notes, or from 
thofe of particular friends, who have oblig- 
ingly affifted him. The reft are copied from 
various publications, in England, Holland 
and America. No pains have been fpared 
to gain the beft and fulleft account of each 
ipeech. But it is not within the compafs of 
one man, or of a firft attempt, though nei* 
ther crudely defigned, nor precipitately exe- 
cuted, to obtain perfe6lion. There are doubt- 
lefe omiffions, though it is hoped not many.- 
But if any Gentlemaja is.iji.poflTpjJjon of any 
papers, or notes .©fJ65ay.':^ee«'ix6s/.^Vbich may 
elucidate, or contribot^ to*. the* .Jfid vantage of 
this work, the writen*wi1I jChink himfelf how 
noured by the comnpunicatibti! iof^ them, for 
the benefit of a future edition; if the public 
favour Ihould maJcA one neceffary. 
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CHAP. I. 



IntrodttOian.'^Mr. Pitt's Birth. — Placed at Eton.--^ 
Sent to Oxford. — Mr. tVartorCs Compliment to Mr. 

, Pitt.^latin Ferjes by Mr. Pttt.^Goes abroad. — 
Made a Cornef of Hor/e.^^EleSled as a Member 
of Parlianwft.'^His Friends. ^^His ^rj Speech in 
Parliament'^Honoured by the Prince of tVales. — ^ 
His Ctmmijfion taken from him by Sir Robert 
Walpole.-^Ferfes to him by Mr.^Lyttelton. — 
Patrom%edby LordCobham. ^Hisaccomplijbments. 
-^Complimented by 7homfon; by Hammond --^His 
ConduSl in Parliament attacked by the Gazetteer ; 
defended by the Craftfman. — Ihe Pnnce difmtjfed 
from St. Jameses. 

JL HE lives of eminent men afford ufeful lef- Chap.c I. 
Ions of inftrutflion, as well as great examples 'JT'^^C^^ 

r . . . 1.T . r 1 ,^ . .^ ./, . Introduc- 

lor imitation. No native of the Brmlh ifland tion. 
ftands higher in the judgment of theprefent age, 
for either the magnificence of his talents as a 
fenator and ftatefman, or the virtue of his con- 
VoL. I. B dudl 
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Cha?. L duft in both private and public life, than the 
"^-^^Yp*^ late Earl op Chatham. Nor will the charafler 
tion. "^' o^ 3"y ""^"» however flattered it may have 
. been in defer! pt ion, or however fuperior he may 
have been in ftation, go down to pofterity with 
purer honour. Other men^s names are lemem- 
bered by the aid of biography : his will be re- 
vered by the glories of his adions, which illu- 
mined the political hemifphere, during the fplen- 
did aera in which the reins of government were 
in his hands. The archives of the various na- 
tions of the world, at that period of his life, 
though written in different languages, will unite 
in raifmg a pyramid to his name, which Time 
cannot deftroy. 

The memoirs of fuch a tnan (hould be written 
by the firft hillorian of the age. This work 
aflfumes an humbler rank in literature. It goes 
, forth with no other claim to public notice, than 
that of being A Colledlion of Fugitive Papers 
and Anecdotes ; many of them known to feveral 
perfons, now living, but all of them to very few. 
In fine, the prefcnt publication is the effefl of 
induftry, not of ability. 



Birth. The Earl of Chatham was born on the 
fifteenth of November, 1708, in the Parilh of St. 
PUcedat James's, Weilminifter. He received the firft 
Eton. part of his education at Eton ; where he was 
placed upon the Foundation. His co-tempo- 
raries, at this fchool, V!cxt George Lyitelion, after- 
Sent to wards Lord Lyttleton, Henry Fox, afterwards Lord 
Oxford. Hollawdt Sir Cbas, Ilanbury fPilliams, Hen. Fielding^ 

author 
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author of Tom Jones, &c. At the ageof eigh-CHAP. L 
teen he was fent to Trinity Collegq, Oxford.' 
This laft circumftance appears by the Following 

Extradl from the Regifter in the Burfary in 
Trinity College, fol. 258. 

*' Ego GuLiELMUs Pitt, filius Roberti 
4€ Pitt, armigeri de Old Sarum, natus Londini 
" in Parochia Sanfli Jacobi ; annorum circiter 
"18 admiffus fum commenfalis primi ordinis 
*' fub tutamine Magiftri Stockwell Jan. die 10, 
** 1726 V 

In the Oxford Verfes upon the Death of 

George the Firft, which were publilhed the year 

after he went to College, we find the following, 

by Mr. Pitt. 

Angliacse vos O praefcntia numina gentit 
Libertas, atque Alma Themis 1 Neptune Britanni 
Tu Pater Oceani 1 (fi jam pacata Georgi 
Imperio tua perlabi licet sequora) veftro 
(Trifte minifterium !) pia folvitc munera Rcgi^ 
At teneri plan£tus abfint, mollefque querilas 
Herois tumulo : quas mors deflenda requirit, 
Gefta vetant lacrymas, juftaeque fuperbia laudis. 

♦ In reference to this having been a member of Trinity 
College, are the following lines in Mr. Warton's Addrefs to 
him, upon the death of George the Second. 

' Nor thou refufe 

This humble prefent of no partial Mufe 
From that calm Bower f , which nurs'd thy thoughtful Youtk 
In the pure precepts of Athem'an truth : 
Where firft the form of Britifh liberty 
Beam'd in full radiance on thy muGng eye ; 
That form, whofc mien fublime, with equal, awe, 
In the fame (hade unblemiih'd Somers faw. 

f Trinity College, Oxford, in which aUb Lord Someri 
was educated. 

B % Inftar^ 
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Chat. I. Inftare horribiles longe lateque tilmuitua ; 

' Hie (uper Hifpanos violcnta tumefcere campos 
Belli diluviesj illic ad flumina Rheni^ 
Ardentes furibundus equos immhtere Mayors. 
Heu quam in fe miCeri cladem ftragefque cierent { 
Quot fortes cadercnt animx ! quot gurgite torquens 
Sanguineo fiuvius mioritfntia corpora in altum 
Volveret OccanunotI ni Tc fuccurrere foeclo 
Tc folura, vifum luperis, Augufte, labenti. 
Tu miferans hominum pacem fupcr aftra volantem^ 
Imperio rctines, terrafquc rcviferc cogis. 

Dextera quid potuit, primis ubi fervor in armif. 
Imp^lit ulcifci patriam, populofque gementeSj 
Turcarum dicant acics, vcrfifquc cohortes 
Turbatae fignis; dicat perterrita Buda, 
Jnvitaque Tuos prsetollat laude triumphos, 
Falrhina cum attonitum contra torquenda tyrannnm 
Vidit, et intrcmuit. Rerum at jam lenior ordo 
Arrifiti gladlumque xnanus confueta rotare 
(Majus opus I) gratae practcndit (igna quictis. 

Quare agite, O Populi, tantarum ^i mnHere latidum 
Sternite huminn foliis. Sed vos aatae ORHini Mofse 
Csefarem ad aftra feretie ; aiaoavit Vos quoque Caefat 
Veftraque cum plaoida lauras oancievit OiiTa. 

Felix, qui potuit mundi odbiberetunraltasl 
Fortunatujs ct *illi, oegri folamen acmoris 
Qui fubit AngliaciSj lanti audit itoiaainisiixces. 
Aufpice Te, cives agitans difoordiai Judo 
Heu fatiarta nimis furias aomemque fevemm 
Cocyti repetaty propriofque perhorreat angues. 
At fecura quies, unetuons et .gratia iculpae 
Te circu mvoliftent. Themis h<inc Ca^ftis^ et illinc 
Suftcntct folium dementia. Tu quoque magnam 
Partem habeas o.pere HI tanto, Carolina Jahorc 
Imperii recreans fefTum : aam Maximus Ule 
Te cdUt, atqne animi Senfum Tibi cvedit opettum 
Curarum conforti, et mdlto pignore junf^se 

Inciyta Progenies 1 Tibi quam dileda Tonanti 
L^tona invideat,' quam vel Berecynthia Mater 
Centum enixa Dcos ; fi qua Hsec fint Dona Britannis 
Propria, fintque ^recor, reiierant ct Utrumquc Parcntem. 

GUL. PITT, c CoU.Trin. 

Socio Gommens. 

Before 
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Before he left Eton he was afflided with theCm^L 
gout, which encreafcd during his refidence at ''*''">"^*^ 
Oxford ; and which at length obliged him to 
quit the Univerfity, without taking a degree. 
It was hereditary. 

He afterwards made the tour of part of 
France, and part of Italy. But his diforder was 
not removed by it. He, however, conftantly 
employed the leifure, which this painful and 
tedious malady afforded, in the cultivation and 
improvement of his mind. Lord Chefierfield, 
who rather envied than admired his fuperiority, 
fays *' that thus he acquired a great fund of 
" premature and ufeful knowledge." 

He came firft into Parliament in the month of '7JJ» 
February 1735, for the borough of Old Sarum, ^'cmberof 
in the roonvof his brother ; who being ele(fted Pariia- 
for Old Sarum and Oakhampton, ma ic his elec-"*"^* 
tion for the latter. His brother-in-law, Robert 
Nedbam, Efq. was his coadjutor. Having five 
fitters, and «a elder brother, his fortune was 
not very confiderable ; his friends therefore ob- made cor. 
tained for him a cornct*s commiflion in then«tof 
Blues, in addition to his income. ^^^^^^ 

In March 1735, George Lyitelton, Efq; (eldeft 
fon of Sir Thomas Lyttelion, of Hagley, who 
married Lord Cobham's fifter) afterwards Lord 
Lyttelton, was eleded member of parliament for 
Oakhampton, by the intereft of Thomas Pitt^ Efq; 
in the room of Mr. Northmore, who died a little 
time before. At the general ele(flion in 1734, 
Richard GrenvilU Efq ; the late Earl Temple, 

whofe 
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€H4f. I. whofe mother was Lotd CobbanCs eldeft fiftcf 

^*''^'"^'"'^*^ came firft into parliament, being clcftcd for 

Buckingham. Mr. ff^. Pittf Mr. GrenvilU^ and 

Mr. Z.>//tf//o;/, became aflbciates ; and for feveral 

years always fat next to each other in the 

Houfe of Commons. 

Mr. Pitt had tjot been many days in Parlia- 
ment, when he was fcleded for a teller. It 
appears by the Journals, Vol. 22, page 535, up- 
on a motion to refer the navy cfli mates to a 
feleft committee, that the houfe divided, and 
that Mr. fFilliam Pitt, and Mr. Sandys, after- 
wards Lord Sandys, were appointed tellers of 
the minority, upon that queftion. 
rj36. Mr. Pittas firft fpeech in Parliament was on 
the 29th of April 1736, upon feconding a 
motion made by his friend Mr. Lyttelton \ 
viz, 

« That an humble addrcfs be prcfcntcd to His Ma- 
jefty, to congratulate His Majeftj upon the nuptials of 
His Royal Highncfs the Prince ot Wales, and to cxprefc 
the fatisfaftion and great, joy of his faithful Commons 
on this happy occafion, which they look upon with un- 
fpcakable comfort, as the means, under the divine 
Providence, of giving an additional ftrength to the 
Proteftant intereft, and of fecuring to all future ages, 
the laws and liberties of this nation, in the full manner 
we now happily and thankfully enjoy them, under the 
protcaion of his Majeft/s juft and mild govcmmerit 
over his people.'^ 

When Mr. Lyttelton fat down, M.r. Pitt rofe, 
and fpoke in fubftance, nearly as follows : 

Mr. Pittas ^c rj^3^ j^g ^ag unable to oficr any thing that had not 

^^^ been faid by his honourable friend who made the motion, 

in a manner much more fuitable to the dignity and imi^ 

♦ portance 
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poTtance of the fubjc£l. — But, faid he, as ,1 am really Chap. I. 
aflFcClcd with the profpcdJ: of the blcffings, to be derived -^^^-^ 
to my country from this fo defirablc; and long dcfitcd ijiS^ 
meafure, the marriage of his Royal Highncfs the Prince . 
of Wales ; I cannot forbear troubling you with a few 
words, to cxprefs my joy, and to mingle niy humble 
offering, inconiiderable as it is, with this oblation of 
thanks and congratulation, to his Majefty* 

How great fo ever the joy of the public may be, and 
very great it certainly is, in receiving this benefit from 
his Majefty, it mud be inferior to that high fatisfafli^n, 
which he himfelf enjoys, in beftowing it : And if I may 
be allowed to fuppofe, that to a royal mind any thing 
can tranfcend the pleafure of gratifying the impatient 
wifhes of a loyal people, it can only be the paternal de- 
light of tenderlv indulging the moft dutiful application, 
and moil humble requeft of a fubmifTive obedient fon. 
I mention, Sir, his Royal Highnefs's having afked a ' 
marriage, becaufe fomething is, in juilice, due to him, 
for having a&ed what we are fo (Irongly bound, by all 
the ties of duty and gratitude, to return his Majefty 
our moft humble acknowledgments for having granted. 

The marriage of a Prince of Wales, Sir, has at all 
times been a matter of the higheft importance to the 
public welfare, to prefent and to future generations; 
But at no time has it been a more important, a more dear 
confideration, than at this day ; if a character, at once 
amiable and refpedable, can embellifii and even dignify 
the elevated rank of a Prince of Wales. -Were it not a 
fort of prefumption to follow fo great a perfon through 
his hours of retirement, to view him in the milder light 
of domeftic life, we ihould find him engaged in the 
noble exercifc of humanity, benevolence, and of every 
focial virtue. But, Sir, how pleafing, how captivating fo- ' 
ever fuch a fcenemay be, yet as it is a private one, I fear 
I fliouldofiend the delicacy of that virtue, I fo ardently 
defire to do juftice to, ihould I offer it to the con(iderati- 
on of this Houfe: But, Air, filial duty to his royal 
parents, a generous love of liberty, and ajuft reverence 
for the Britifli conftitution; thefe are public virtues, 
and cannot efcape the applaufe and bencdi6lions of the 
public : They are virtues. Sir, which render his Royal 
Highnefs not only a noble ornament, but a firm fupport, 
if any could poffibly be neceflary, of that throne fo great- 
]f filled by his royal father. 

I have 
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Crap. I. I have been led to fay thus much of his Royal Hieh- 
\^m^^mmmt nefs's cfiara£ler, becaufe, it is the confideration of tnat 
J 756. chara£lcr| which above all things enforces the juftice 
and goodnefs of his Majefty in the meafure now be/ore 
us; a meafure which the nation thought could never 
rome too foon, becaufe it brings with it the promife ^f 
an additional (Irength to the Proteftant fucce^on in his 
Majefty's illuftrlous and royal houfe. The fpirit'of 
liberty di£tated that fucceflion, the fame fpirit now re- 
joices in the profpeft of its being perpetuated to lateft 
poftcrity. It rejoices in the wife and happy choice which 
his Majefty has been pleafed to make of a princefs, fo 
amiably diftinguiflied in herfelf, fo iiluftrious in the 
merit of her family ; the glory of whofe great anceftor 
it iS} to have facrificed himfelf to the nobleft caufe for 
which a prince can draw his fword, the caufe of liberty 
and the Proteftant religion. Suchi Sir , is the marriage 
for which our moft humble acknowledgements are due to 
his Majefty ; and may it afford the comfort of feeing the 
royal family (numerous as I thank God it is) ftill 
growing and rifmg up in a third generation; a family. 
Sir, which I muft fincerely wifli may be as immortal as 
thofe liberties and that conftitution it came to maintain ; 
and therefore I am heartily, for the motion/' 

The motion was unanimoufly agreed to. 

The fpeeches of both gentlemen, being what 
are called maiden, or firft fpeeches, were not' 
only heard with great indulgence, but pleafure ; 
and were honoured with the warmeft approba- 
tion of every auditor. The extraordinary merit 
of thefe young gentlemen, induced his Royal 
Highness to teftow upon them, the moft 
gracious and flattering marks of his diftindlion 
and countenance. 

Upon every queftion Mr. Pitt divided with 
his friends, againft the Minifler ; and appeared, 
on every occafion, a firm and determined oppo- 
nent of the Miniftcr's meafures. Sir Robert 
JValpole was not a little irritated by this con- 

duft; 
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du(5l ; and being in the habit of difmiffingCHip.l. 
military officers for their conduct in Parlianncnt, >-*-v-^ 
and" having, particularly, a fhort time before, ^'^^^ 
broke Lord CMam and others, he made no 
hefitation of breaking Mr. Pitt. This impru- 
dent, violent, and unconftitutional meafure, fa 
far from diminifliing Mr, Pittas confequence in 
the eyes of his patrons, or the public, very «on- 
liderably encreafed it in both. His friend Mr. 
Lyttelton wroit the following lines ott the occa- 
fion. 

To Willia;^ Pitt, Efq. on his lofing hiscom- 

itiiffion in the year 1736. 

Long had thy virtues mark'd thee out for fame, 

Far, far fupcrior to a Cornet's name ; 

This gen'rous Walpole faw, and gricv'd to firtd 

So mean a poft difgrace that noble mind. 

The Servile Standard from the frccborn hand 

He took, and bad thee lead the Patriot band. 

Lord Cobham^ the revered patron of virtue 
and genius, whofe characf^er was in fuch high 
eftimation, that his fmile alone conferred honour, 
was among the forcmoft to offer him his fervices 
and friendfhip. An acquaintance thus forrncd 
on a congeniality of fentiment and principle, 
foon ripened into affeflion; and Mr. Pitt's fo- 
ciety was ever after reckoned by bis Lordfliip, 
among the greateft pleafures of his life. It is no 
wonder, indeed, that a nobleman pofleffing the 
knowledge, the virtue, and the difcernment of 
Lord Cobham, (hould be fo captivated with, and 
attached to, his young friend : for to brillian- 
cy ♦of talents, to a high fcnfe of honour, and to 
the moft exalted principles of public and private 

virtue. 
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Chap. I virtue, Mr. Pitt had united every elegant ac- 
''^'■^^'■^ conopliftiment ; and his manners and addrefs 
»7S7- ^.gj.g 3g irrefiftible as his. eloquence. His charac- 
ter was, indeed, fuch as to form a fitter fubjedl 
of poetic praife than hifloric defcription; and 
the following extracts will prove that the firft 
poets of his time^ Thomfon and Hammond, did 
not lofe the opportunity of painting from fo rare 
a nK)dcl. 

The fair majeftic paradife of Stdwe ♦ ♦ • * 
And thcrci O Pitt, thy country's early boaft^ 
There let me fit beneath the (hcltcr^d flopes ; 
Or in that temple* where, in future times. 
Thou well (halt merit a diftinguifh'd name ; 
And with thy converfe bleft, catch the laft fmiles 
Of Autumn beaming o'er the yellow woods. 
While there with thee th' enchanted round I wzJk^ 
The regulated wild, gay fancy then 
Will tread in thought the groves of Attic land ; 
Will from thy ftandard tafte refine her own, 
CorreQ: her pencil to the pureft truth 
Of Nature ; or th' unimpaflioned (hades 
Forfakxng, raife it to the human mind. 
Or if hereafter (he with jufter hand, 
Shall draw the tragic fcene, inftru^ her thou^ 
To mark the varied movement of the heart, 
" What ev'ry decent cbarader requires. 
And ev'ry paffion fpeaks : O, through her (traia 
Breathe thy pathetic eloquence ! that moulds 
Th' attentive fenate, charms, perfuades, exalts. 
Of honeft zeal th' indignant light'ning throws. 
And (hakes corruption on her venal throne. 

Xhonffon*^ Autumn^ 

Nor does the elegant and pathetic Hammond 
fall Ihort of Thomloninthe following lines: 

To Stowe's delightful fcenes I now repair. 

In CoBH am's (mile to lofe the gloom of care * * • • • 

^ Tfmple ^f virtue io Stowe Gardeni. 

There 
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* There Pitt in manners fofti in friendOiip warm, C»Kr. I. 
With mild advice my liftening grief ihall charm* x^^^-n^ 
With fenfe to counfel, and with wit to pleafci 27<i. 
A Roman's virtue with a courtier's eafe. 

On the 2 jd of February, l^Z^, Mr. Pulteney 
(afterwards Earl of Bath) moved for an ad- 
drefs to the King, humbly befeeching his Ma- 
jelly to fettle iCD,oooi. per annum on the Prince 
of Wales. 

The minifter. Sir Robert IVaJpole, oppofed this 
motion with all his ftrength. The Prince be* 
ing in oppofition to him, he was fenfible that 
a compliance with ttje motion, would as infal- ^ 
libly encrcafe the power of his Royal Highnefs, 
as it ' would diminilh his pwi). Mr. Pitt is faid 
to have fpoken very ably in fupport of the mo- 
tion ; as did Mr. Grenvflle, and Mr. Littelton^ 
on the fame fide ; but their fpeeches arp . 
no where diftindly preferved. The fubftancc 
of the debate on both fides, is ftated only in the 
form of a general argument, for and a^ainjl the 
motion. 

• The political papers pt the time, however, 
very clearly evince, that the minifter fmart^d 
under the lafti of Mr. Pittas eloquence ; for in 
one of the nlimbers of the Gazetteer, a paper 
avowedly written in fupport of the minifter, and 
publiftied foon after the clofeof the feffion, Mr^ 
Pitt is charaderized in terms, which are as 
illiberal as they are unjuft. And which occa? 
fioned the oppofition paper of thofe times, the 
Crafifman, to defend him, in reply to the Ga- 
#?cit?er^ 

V5houl4 
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CffAr. 1. «< Should a young man, lays the Gazetteer, }ttft 
>w^-Y'^««^ brought into the Koufe of Commons, endeavour to rank 
>737. himfelf with the firft in reputation and experience, 
would he not render himfelf ridiculous by the attempt, 
and even deftroy the degree of fame which he might 
* otherwife deferve ? A young man of my acquaintance,^ 
through an overbearing difpofition, and a weak judgment, 
aflUming the charaf^er of a great man, which he is no 
way able to fupport, is become the obje£t of ridicule, 
inftead of praife. My young man has the vanity to put 
himfelf in the place of Tully. But let him con(ider> 
that every one who has the fame natural imperfedlions 
with Tully, has not therefore the fame natural perfec- 
tions; though his neck ihould be as long, his body 
a& Sender, yet his voice may^ not be as fonorous, 
his a£lions may not be as jud • * ♦ * * Such a one may be 
deluded enough, to look upon himfelf as a perfon of 
real confequenCe, and not fee that he is raifed by a party, 
as a proper tool for their prefent purpofes, and whom 
they can at any time pull down, when thofe purpofes 
arc ferved,** 

In anfwer to the preceding, the Craftfman, 

No. 596, fays, 

« That he is not addi£ted to panegyric, but roufed by 
an honed zeal to refent the blacked perfonal calumny^ 
by expofing the heart and intention of the wretched 
author, in brow-beating rifing virtue, and ilandering a 
certain young gentleman in the grofTeft manner ; one, 
who, in every fituation, hath condudled himfelf in the 
niced and difcreeted manner 1 and by his third after 
learning, hath given reafon to expe^ a£lions fuitable to 
fo happy and lingular a beginning. The Gazetteer pre- 
tends to an acquaintance of the gentleman ; but furely no 
• ^ man of the lead honour would offer to fall fo foul on his 
friend ; neither would an acquaintance, of any value, or 
worth, advife him thus publickly, and thereby endeavour 
to expofe him to the world. To fliew how prejudicial to 
the good of one's country fuch treatmentof rifmg merit 
may be, let us confider, the great Demodhenes returning 
from the bar, difcontented at his own performances, 
meeting fuch an advifer as this, perfuading him, already 
too much prejudiced againd his own imperfeftions, nor 
to attdrfopt to edabliilb his reputation as an orator, for 

which 
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which he was no way dcfigoed by pature. Such ad?ice, Cm it. L 
in the fituation he was int might perhaps have had its v«^i^-Y-<«^ 
fatal eSe£t; and whatj Oh Athenians, would you have 2737* 
loft in this cafe? nbt only the reputation of producing 
one of the brighteft orators that . ever lived, but the 
boldeft defender of your liberties ; and the greateft 
check to the Macedonian monarch ? a man of whom ^ 

Philip, by his own confeiBon, ftood more in awe* than 
of all the Grecian States, he fought to opprefs." 

The Prince being this year deprived of his 
apartments at Su James's, and cxcliidcd from 
Court, feveral of his houfliold refigncd their 
places, and were fucceedcd by others ; in this 
revolution Mr. Fitt was appointed Groom of 
the Bedchamber, and Mr. Lyttelton private Se- 
cretary. 



C H A P. JL 

Mr. Fifths Speech in favour of a ReduHion of tU 
jtirmy — On the Convention witb Spain — On Ad* 
miral Haddock*s InftruHions — On Sir Chdrki 
IVagers Bill for the Encouragement of Seamen* 
— Reply to Mr. Horace IValpole. — Reply io Mr^ 
JVinnington. — On the Motion for an Addrefs to 
remove Sir Robert fValpole. 

JVl R' PITTAS fpecchcs during the remaining p^^^ jj 
period of Sir Robert Walpole^s adminiftralion, s,.^/^ 
which have been prefcrved, are the feven »73^- 
following ♦. 

• They arc taken from Chandlcr*« Collc£^ion of Parliamen- 
tary Debates. The authority is not very good ; but there 
is no other aecount of the Parh'amcntary Debates during this 
period. It muft likewife be obfetved, that none of Lord 
Cbatbam^4 fpeeches, prior to 1760, are to be wholly de- 
pended upon. And the only apology .that can be ms^Je for 
giving them a place in this work, is, jthat they are generally 
fuppofed to contain a part, at leaft, of his argument* 

On 
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CteAK in On the 4th of February^ 1738, on the report 
'^^^of the number of land forces, Mr. Pitt fpoke 
in favour of a r.edudlion, in reply to Sir Thomas 
Lumley Saunderfotty afterwards Earl oi Scarborough, 
who had fpoken in fupport of the number pro- 
pofed by the Minifter. 

Sir Thomas had faid^ that he was furprifed to 
hear any placemen arguing in favour of a redac- 
tion of the army, which Sir Jofeph Jekyl, Mr* 
Lytieltorty ^c. had done. 

Mr. Pitt's M*"* -P'^' began with faying, " That as to what the 
Speedi in Honourable Gentleman had faid, refpe£king thofe whom 
fevour of he calls placemen, he would agree with him, that if they 
» rcdtrc- were to be direfted in their opinions by the places they 
tionoftheheld, they might unite for the fupport of each other, 
snny*. again& the common good of the nation ; but I hope, faid 
he, none of them are under any fuch diredions, I am 
fure the Hon* Gentleman himfelf is not, and therefore 
% am convinced he is not ferious, when he talks of being 
furprized at any placeman's declaring for a redudion of 
our army ; for, of all men, thofe who enjoy any places of 
profit under our government ought to be the moft cau- 
tious of loading the public with any unneceflary tax or 
ex pence ; becaufe, as the places they poiTefs generally 
hriug them in more than their (hare of our taxes can 
amount to; it may be properly faid, that by confent- 
ing to any article of public expence, they lay a load up- 
on, others which they themfelves bear no (hare of. 

<< I mud look upon myfelf as a placeman as well as 
the Hon. Gentleman who fpoke laft. I am in the fervicc 
of one of the branches of the royal family, and think 
it my honour to be fo \ but I ihould not think it, if I 
were not as free to give my opinion upon any queftion 
that happens in this houfe, as I was before I had any 
fuch place, and, I believe from the behaviour of gentle- 
men, upon this very occafion, it will appear that all 
thofe who are in the fervice with me, are in the fame 
ftate of freedom 5 becaufe I believe they will, upon the 
queftion now before us, appear to be of different 
•pinions. But there is another fet of placemen, whofc 
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bcliaviour furprizcs me not a little, bccaufc updn every Chap.II^ 
queftion refpe£Hng public aflairs they are always unani- s,^^,.^^^-^^ 
mous; andl confefs it is to me a little aftonifliing that two 173^. 
or three hundred gentlemen (hould, by an unaccountable, 
fort of unanimity, always agree in opinion upon the many 
different queftions which occur annually. I am con- 
vinced this furprizing unanimity does not proceed from 
any cffeft of the places they hold under the Crown ; 
for if it did, a man's being poffcffed of any place under 
the Crown would in fyich a cafe, I am fure, be an in- 
fallible reafon for the people not to truft him with the 
prefervation of their liberties, or the difpofal of their 
properties in Parliament. 

«< Then, as to the Tories, and fufpefled Jacobites, I 
am furprized to hear any comparifon made between 
them and the fat man in the crowd. There are fo few 
of either in the kingdom that I am fure they can give no 
man an occafion for being afraid of them ; and there- 
fore there is not the leaft (hadow of reafon for faying 
they are the occafion of our being obliged to keep fuch 
a numerous ftanding army. 

«« Our large army may properly be* compared to the 
fat man in the crowd ; for the keeping up of fuch ^n 
army is the firft caufe of our difcontents, and thofe dif- 
contents,. now we find^ are made the chief pretence for 
keeping the army. Remove therefore the army, or but 
a confiderable part of it, and the difcontents complained 
of will ceafe. 

«« I come now to the only argument the Hon* Gentle- 
man made ufe of, which can admit a ferious confidcra- 
tion ; and if our army were intirely or but generally 
compofed of veterans inured to the fatigues and the 
dangers of war, and fuch as had often ventured their 
Hves againft the enemies of their country, I confefs the 
argument would have a great weight ; but confidering 
the circumftances of our prefent army, I can hardly think 
my Hon. Friend was ferious when he made ufe of fuch 
argument. As for the officers of the army they are 
quite out of the queftion ; for in cafe of a redu£tion 
diere is a handfome provifion for every one of them : no 
man can doubt, nor would any man oppofe, their being 
put upon half-pay ; and Tmuft obferve that our half-pay 
is better, or as good, as full pay, I believe, in any other 
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Chat-. H- country in Europe : for in the inetho4 our army: I» nomr 
s^^^f-^^ kept up, I could flicw, by calculation, that it coftt the na- 
1738. tionmorc than would maintain three times the number 
of m?n either in France or Germany. And as for the 
foldiers I believe it may be faid of at leaft three-fourths of 
them, that they never went under any fatigue except 
that of a review, rior were ever expofed to any danger 
except in apprehending fmugglers, or difperfing mobs ; 
therefore I mud think they have no claim for any greater 
reward than the pay they have already received, nor 
(hould I think we were guilty of the lead ingratitude if 
they were all turned adrift to-morrow ntMjrning. 

" But fuppofe. Sir, the foldiers of our army were all 
fttch who ferved a campaign or two againft a public 
enemy ; is it from thence to be inferred that they muft for 
ever after live idly, and be maintained at the expence of 
ifitit country, and that in fuch a manner as to be 
dangerous to the liberties of their country ? At this rate 
if a man has but once ventured his life in the fcrvicc of 
his country, he muft for ever be, not only a burthen, 
but a terror to his country. This would be a fort of 
reward which I am fare no brave ioldier would accept of, 
» nor any honcft one defire. That we fhould J(hew z 
proper gratitude to thofe who have ventured their lives 
in thefervice of their country, is what I (hall readily 
acknowledge ; but this gratitude ought to be ^eyt^n in 
fuch a way as not to be dangerous to the libertiesj nor 
too burthenfome to the people; and therefore after a 
war is at an end, if a foldier can provide for hiftifelf, 
cither by his labour or by the means of hia own private 
fortune, he ought not to expe£l, and if he is not of ^ 
mercenary difpofition, he will fcorn to receive, any 
other rewards than thofe which confid in the peculiar 
honour and privileges, which may and Qught to he con- 
ferred upon him. 

" That we ought to (hew a proper gratitude to ev^ry 
man who has ventured his^ife in thecaufe of his country, 
is what, I am fure, no gentleman will deny : yet as the 
laws now (land, an old officer, who has often ventured 
his life, and often fpilt his blood in the fervice of his 
country, may be difmifled and reduced, perhaps to a 
ftarving condition, at the arbitrary will and pleafure, 
perhaps at the whim, of a minifter -, fo that by the prefent 
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cftabliihment of the army, the reward of a foldier feemsCHAP.II. 
not to depend upon the fervices done to his country, but \^^r-^^ 
upon the fervices he does to thofe who happen to be Mi- 1 739*1 ' 
xiifters at the time. Mufl not this be allowed to be a de- 
fe£t in the prefent eftablifliment ? And yet when a law 
was propofed for fupplying this defe6l, we may remem- 
ber what reception it met with, even from thofe who now 
infill fo highly upon the gratitude we ought to fhew the 
gentlemen of the army." 

On the 8th of March, 1739, ^^' ^^ ^f^aipole 
having moved that an addrefs of thanks be pre- 
fented to the king, on the convention with Spain, 
this motion brought on a long debate; in which 
Mr. Pitt followed Mr. Howe (afterwards created 
Lord Chedworih) who fpoke for the addrefs, Mr. 
Fitt againft it, viz. 

<« I can by no means think that the complicated quefti- Speech up- 
on now before us is the proper, the direft manner of on the 
taking the fenfe of this committee. We have here the Spanifh 
foft name of an humble addrefs to the crown propofed, conven- 
and for no other end but to lead gentlemen into an appro- ^*°"' 
bation of the convention. But is this that full deliberate 
examination which we were with defiance called upon to 
give ? Is this curfory blended difquifirion of matters of 
fuch variety and extent, all we owe to ourfelves and our 
country ? Wiien trade is at flake it is your lafl retrench- 
ment ; you mufl defend it, or perifh, and whatever is to 
decide that deferves the mod diflinft confi deration, and 
the mofl direft qndifguifed fenfe of Parliament. But how 
are we now proceeding ? Upon ah artificial, minifteriai 
queflion : here is all the confidence, here is the confcious 
fenfe of the greateft fervice that ever was done to this 
country; to be complicating queflions, to be lumping 
fanftion and approbation like a CommifTary's accompt 5 to 
be covering and taking fandluary in the royal name, in- 
ftead of meeting openly and flanding fairly the direft 
judgment and fentence of parliament upon the feveral 
articles of this convention. 

«« You have been moved to vote an humble addrefs of 
thanks to his majefty for a meafurewhich (I will appeal to 
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Chap. II. gentletnen's converfarion in the worlds is odious through* 
"^.^^^r^^ out the kingdom : fuch thanks arc only due to the fatal 
1739* influence that framed it, as are due for that low, unallied 
condition abroad, which is now made a plea for this con- 
vention. To what are gentlemen reduced in fupport of 
it ? Fir (I try a little to defend it upon its own merits ; if 
that is not tenable, throw out general terrors, the Houfe 
of Bourbon is united, who knows the confequence of a 
war ? Sir, Spain knows the confequence of a war in 
America ; whoever gains it muft prove fatal to her ; (he 
knows it, and mud therefore avoid it : but (he knows 
England does not dare to make it, and what is a delay, 
which is all this magnified convention is fometimes called, 
to produce ? Can it produce fuch conjundures as thofe 
you lofl, while you were giving kingdoms to Spain, and 
all to bring her back again to that great branch of the 
Houfe of Bourbon which is now thrown out to you with 
fo much terror ? If this union be formidable, are we to 
delay only till it becoms more formidable by being carried 
further into execution, and more ftrongly cemented ? 
But be it what it will, is this any longer a nation, or 
what is an Englifh Parliament, if with more (hips in your 
harbours than in all the navies of Europe, with above 
two millions of people in your American colonies, you 
will bear to hear of the expediency of receiving from 
Spain an infecure, unfatisfaftory, difhonourable conyen-* 
tion ? Sir, I call it no more than it has been proved in 
this debate ; it carries fallacy or down right fubje£lion in 
almoft every line. It has been laid open and expofed in 
fo many ilrong and glaring lights tnat I can pretend to 
add nothing to the convi£lion and indignation it has 
raifed. 

" Sir, as to the great national objeftion, the fearch- 
ing your Ihips, that favourite word, as it was called, fs 
not omitted, indeed, in the preamble to the Convention, 
but it flands there as the reproach of the whole, as the 
ftrongeft evidence of the fatal fubmiffion that follows : 
on the part of Spain an ufurpation, an inhuman tyranny 
claimed and exercifed over the American feas 5 on the 
part of England an undoubted right b.y treaties and from 
God and nature, declared and aflerted in the refolutions 
of Parliament, are referred to the difcufTion of Plenipo- 
tentiaries, upon one and the fame equal foot. Sir, I fay 
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this undoubted right is to be difcufled and regulated. Cha?. tt* 
And if to regulate be to prefcribe rules (as in all conftrucr v^-^-^-"^*^ 
lion it is) this right is, by theexprefs words of this con- 1739* 
vention, to be given up and facrificed ; for it muft 
ceafe to be any thing, from the jnoment it is fubmitted to 
limits. 

" The court of Spain has plainly told you (as appears 
by papers upon the table) you (hall fteer a due courfe, 
you (hall navigate, by a line to and from your plantations 
in America j if you dravtr near to her coafts (though from 
the circumftanccs of that navigation you are under an un- 
avoidable neceffity of doing it) you fhall be feized and 
cbnfifcated. If then upon thefe terms only (he has con- 
fented to refer, what becomes at once of all the fecurity 
we are flattered with in confequence of this reference ? 
Plenipotentiaries arc to regulate finally the refpeclive pre- 
tentions of the two crowns with, regard to trade and navi- 
gation in America ; but does a man in Spain reafon that 
thefe pretentions muft be regulated to the fatisfaftion and 
honour of England ? No, Sir, they conclude, and with 
reafon, from the high fpirit of their adminiftration, from 
the fuperiority with which they have fo long treated you, 
that this reference muft end, as it has begun, to their 
honour and advantage. 

V But, gentlemen fay, the treaties fubfiftiiig are to 
be the meafure of this regulation : Sir, as to treaties, I * 
will take part of the words of Sir William Temple, quot- 
ed by the Hon. Gentleman near me. It is 'Uain to negociate 
and make treaties^ if there is not dignity and vigour to 
enforce the obfervance of them \ for under the mifcon- . 
ftru£lion and mifreprefcntation of thefe very treaties fub- 
Cfting, this intolerable grievance has arifen ; it has been 
gro^^ring upon you, treaty after treaty, through twenty 
years of negociation, and even under the difcu^ion of 
Commiffaries to whom it was referred. You have heard 
from Captain Vaughan at your bar, at what time thefe 
injuries and indignities were continued ; as a kind of ex- 
planatory comment upon the convention, Spain has 
thought fit to grant you; as another infolent proteft, under 
the validity and force of which (he haS fufFered this con- 
vention to be proceeded upon. We'll treat with you, but 
we'll fearch and take your (hips ; we'll fign a convention, 
but we'll keep your fubje£ts prifoners, prifoners in old 
C ^ Spain J 
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Chap. IT. Spain ; the Weft Indies arc remote, Europe (hall be wit- 

Vj—i^^-nJ nefs how we ufe you. 

J 739, << As to the inference of an admiffion of our right not 

to be fearched, drawn from a reparation made for fhips 

unduly feized and con fifcatedy I think that argument is 

very inconclufive. The right clairtied by Spain to fearch 

our fliips is one thing, and the excefles admitted to have 

been committed in ctonfequence of this pretended right, 

is another ; but furely, Sir, reafoning from inferences and 

implication only, is belbw the dignity of youi? proceed* 

ings, upon a right of this vaft importance* What thb 

reparation is, what fort of compofition for your lofles, 

forced upon you by Spain, in an inftance that has come 

to l-ight, where your own commiiTacies could not in coft- 

fcience decide againft your claim, has fully appeared upon 

examination 5 and as for the payment of the fum ftipUr- 

• kted {all but feven and twenty thouiand pounds, and that 

too fubje^l to % drawback) it is evidently a &lIaciou8 

nominal payment only. I will not attempt to enter into 

the detail of a dark, confufed, and fcarcely it^elligible 

accorapt, I will only beg leave to conclude with oae 

word upon it in the light of a fubmiffion, as well: as of an 

adequate reparation. Spain ftipulatcs to pay to the crown 

of Enj^Iand ninety-five thoufand pounds ; by a preliminarf 

proteft of the king of Spain, the fouth fea company is 

at once to pay fixty-eight thoufand of it : If they refufe, 

Spain^ I admu, is ftiil to pay the ninety-five thoufand 

pounds ; but how docs it ftand then ? The Afliento con?- 

trafl; is to be fufpended ; you are to purchafe this fum ait 

the price of an exclufive trade, purfuant to a national 

treaty, and of an immenfe debt of God knows how many 

hundred ihoufand pounds due from Spain to the fouth 

fea company. Here, Sir, is the fubmiffion of Spain by 

the payment of a ftipulated fum ; a tax laid upon ful>- 

jefts of England wider the fevered penalties, with the 

reciprocal accord of an Englifti minifter, as a preliminary 

that the convention may be figned ; a condition impofed 

by Spain in the moft abfolute, imperious manner, and 

received by the minifters of England in the moft tame 

^nd abjeft. Can any verbal diftinftions, any evafions 

-whatever, poffibly explain away this public infamy ? To 

whom would we difguife it ? To ourfelves and to the 

nation : I wifti we could bide it from the eyes of every 

court 
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court in Europe : they fee Spain has -talked to you like your Chap. IL 
inafl[er,they fee this arbitrary fundamental eondition, and j- ^-,^^ 
it mud {land "With diftinjditon, with a pre-eminence of in^g. 
ihamc, as a part even of this convention.. 

" This convention. Sir, I think from my foul is no- 
thing but a fl^ulation for national ignominy ; an iilufory 
expedient to baffle the refentmept of tl>e nation ; a truce 
without a fufpendon of hoftilities on the part of Spain ; 
on the part of England a fufpenfion : as to Georgia, of 
the firft law of nature, felf-prefervation and felf-defence, 
a furrender of the rights and trade of England to the 
mercy of Plenipotentiartes, and in this infinitely higheft 
and facred point, future fecurlty, not only inadequate, 
but direftly repugnant to the refolutions of Parliament, 
and the gracious promife from the throne. The com- 
plaints of your defpairing Merchants, the voice of Eng- 
land has condemned it ; be the guilt of it upon the head . 
of the advifer. God forbid that this committee ffaould 
(hare the guilt by approving it !" 

The addrefs was agreed to. 

On a motion made by Mr. fFalkr, on the 24th '74o- 
of January, 174JO, for copies of letters and or- 9^^^^' 
ders fent 10 jidmiral Haddock^ and others, Mr. dock's 
Piit made a (hort fpeech in fupport cf the mo- Inftruc- 
lion in reply to Sir Robert PVa}pole, who oppofed 
it. Sir Robert concluded with faying, ** that the 
" time which would be taken up with fuch a 
. *' fruulefs enquiry might be more ufefully em- 
*' ployed." Which brought up Mr. titt, who 
faid, 

<« It is my opinion, that our time cannot be more ufe* 
folly employed during a war, than examining how it has 
been condu£led, and fettling the degree of confidence 
that may be repofed in thofe to wkofe care-are entrufted 
our reputations, our fortunes, and ourlives. 

« There is not any enquiry. Sir, of more importance 
than this ; it is not a quedion about an uncertain privilege, 
or a law, which if found inconroiicnt may hereafter be 
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Chap.II. rqjcalcd ; "we arc now to exainine whether it is probably 
^0myymm^ that we (hall prefervc pur commerce and our indepen- 
1740. dence, or whether we are finking into fubjeflion to a 
foreign power. 

" But this enquiry, Sir, will produce no great infor- 
mation, if thofe whofe conduft is examined, are allowed 
io fcleft the evidence, for wh?»t account will they exhibit 
but fuch as have often alreadv been laid before us, and 
fuch as they now ofier without concern » Accounts ob- 
fcure and fallacious, imperfed and confufed j from 
which nothing can be learned ; and which can never 
entitle the minilter to praifc, though they may fcreea 
him from puniftiment." 

On the In the famefeflion, on the the iplh of March, 

Seal'cou. ^74^' ^" ^^^ ^i'' brought in by Sir Charles Wa- 
ragement ger for the encouragcmcnt of feamen, and fpee- 
of Sea- jjjgj. manning the royal navy, Mr. P/// fpoke 
againft the BilK 

« It is common for thofe to have the greateft regard to 
their own intereft who difcover the leaft for that of others. 
I do not, therefore, defpair of recalling the advocates of 
this Bill from the profecution of their favourite meafures 
by arguments of greater efficacy than thofe which arp 
pretended to be founded on reafon and juftice. 

" Nothing is more evident, than that fome degree of 
reputation is abfolutely neceflary to men, who have any 
concern in the a^miniftration of a government like ours; 
they muft either fecure the fidelity of their adherents by 
the affiftance of'wifdom, or of virtue ; their enemies 
in uft either be awed by their honefty, or terrified by their 
cunning. Mere artlefs bribery will never gain a fufficient 
majority to fet them entirely free from apprehenCons of 
cenfure. To different tempers different motives nauft be 
applied : fome, who place their felicity in being account-* 
cd wife, are in very little care to preferye the , chara£lcr 
of honefty \ others may be perfuaded to join in. meafures 
which they eafily difcover to be weak and ill-concerted, 
becaufe they are convinced that the authors of them are 
|iot corrupt but miftaken, and are unwilling that any 
man ihould be puniibed for n'dX.\xxfX defeats or cafual ig-» 
porance. 

Ml 
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«< I cannot fay which of thcfe motives influence the Chaf. II. 
advocates for the Bill before us ; a Bill in which fuch _-^— _, 
cruelties are propofed as are yet unknown among the 1740. 
moft favage nations, fuch as flavery has not yet borne, or 
tyranny invented, fuch as cannot be heard without re- 
fentment nor thought of without horror. 

** It is perhaps not unfortunate, thiit one more expe- 
dient has been added rather ridiculous than {hocking, and 
that thcfe tyrants of adminiftration, who amufe them- 
felves with oppreffinj^ their fellow fubjedls, Who add, 
without reluftance, one hardlhip to another, invade the 
liberty of thofe whom they have already overborne with 
taxes, firft plunder and then imprifon, • who take all 
opportunities of heightening the public diftrefles, and 
make the miferies of war the inftruments of new oppref- 
fions, are too igiiorant to be formidable, and owe their 
power not to their abilities^ but to cafual profperity, or 
to the influence of money. 

' "^ The other claufes of thfs Bill, complicated at pncc 
witn cruelty and folly, have, been treated with becoming 
ipdignation ; but this may be confidered with lefs ardour 
and '.refentment, and fewer emotions of' zeal, becaufe, 
• though not perhaps equally iniquitous, it will do no 
harin \ for a law that can never be executed can never 
be felt. 

" That It will confqme the manufaiflurc of paper, 
and fwell the book of ftatutes, is all the good or hurt 
that c^n be hoped or feared from a law like this *, a law 
which fixes what is in its own nature mutable, which 
prefcribes rules to the feafons and limits to the. wind. 

" I am too weir acquainted, Sir, with the difpofition 
of its two chief fupporters, to mention the contempt 
with which this law will be treated by pofterity ; for they 
have already ihewn abundantly their difregard of fuc- 
ceeding generations ; but I will reptiind them, that they 
arc now venturing their whole intereft at once, and hope 
they will recolle£l, before it is too late, that thofe who 
believe tfeem to intend the happinefs of their country 
will never be confirmed in: their opinion by open cruelty 
and notorious opprefTion ; and that thofe who have only 
their own intereft in view, will be afraid of adhering to 
thofe leaders, hov/ever old and praftifcd in expedients, 
however ftrengthened by corruption, or elated with power, 
who have no reafon to hope for fucccfs from cither their 
virtue or abilities. 

* Thh 
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Chaf.II. This fpeech produced an anfwer from Mr. 

"""^^^ f^olpole ; who in the courfe of it faid, " For- 
midable founds and furious declamation, con- 
fident affertions and lofty periods, may affeft 
the young and inexperienced ; and perhaps the 
Hon. Gentleman may have contraifVed his habits 
of oratory, by converfing more with thofe of his 
own age, than with fuch as have had more op- 
portunities of acquit ing knowledge, and more 
fuccefsful methods of communicating their fen- 
timents;" And made ufe of fome expreflions, 
fuch as vehemence of geflure, theatrical emo- 
tion. &c. applying theiii to Mr. Pitt's manner of 
fpeaking. As foon as Mr. ff^alpole fat down, 
Mr. Pitt got up and replied. 

Reply to "The attrocious crime of being a ypung man, which 
Mr. H. the Hon. Gentleman has with fuch fpirit and dcdencr 
Walpole. charged upon me, I ftall neither attempt to palliate nor ' 
deny, but content myfelf with wifliing that I may be' ons 
of thofe whofe follies my ceafe with their youth, and not 
of thaMumber who are ignorant in fpite of experience. 
" Whether youth can be imputed to any man as a re- 
proach, I will not aflume the province of determining • 
but furely age may become juftly contemptible, if the 
opportunities which it brings have paft away without im- 
provement, and vipe appears to prevail when thepaffions 
have fubfided. The wretch that, after having feen the 
confequences of a thoufand errors, continues ftiU to 
blunaer, and whofe age has only added obftinacy to 
ftupidity, IS furely the objea of cither abhorrence or 
contempt, and deferves not that his grey head fhduld fc- 
cure him from infttlts. 

" Much more is he to be abhorred who as he hai? ad- 
vanced m age, has receded from virtue, and becomes more 
wicked with lefs temptation? j who proftitutes himfelf 
for money which 'he cannot enjoy, and fpends the re- 
mains of his life in the ruin of his country. 

« But youth is not my only crime, I have been accuf- 
cd of adtmg a theatrical part— a theatrical part may 
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either imply fotnc peculiarities of gcfture, or a diffimula- Chaf.IL 
tion of my real fentiments, and an adoption of the opi- j-^- ^_t 
nions and language of another man. 1740. 

" In the firft fenfe the charge is too trifling to be con- 
futed, and deferves onjy to be mentioned, that it may be 
defpifed. I am at liberty, like every other man, to ufc 
my own language ; and though I, may, perhaps, have 
fome ambition, yet to pleafe this gentleman, I fliall not 
lay rayfelf under any reftraint nor very folicitoufly copy 
his ♦diction, or his mien, however matured by age, or 
modelled by experience. If any man fliall by charging 
me M^ith fheatrical behaviour imply that I utter any fenti- 
ments but my own, I flrali treat him as a calumniator and 
a villain, not (hall any proteftion flicker him from the 
treatment which he deferves. I fliall, on fuch an occafion, 
without fcruple, trample upon all thofe forms with which 
wealth and dignity intrench themfelves, nor (hall any 
thing but age reftrain my refentment 5 age which al- 
ways brings one privilege, that of being infolent and 
fupercilious without punifliment. 

" But with regard to thofe whom I have offended,^ I 
am of opinion, that if I had afted a borrowed part, t 
fliould have avoided their cenfure ; the heat that o^ended 
them is the -ardour of conviftion, and that zeal for the 
fervice of my country, which neither hope nor fear fliall 
influence me to fupprefs. I will not fit unconcerned 
whi^e my liberty b invaded> nor look in filence upon 
public robbery. I will exert my endeavours, at whatever 
hazard, to repel the aggrcflbr, and drag the thief to juftice, 
whoever may protcdl them in their villainy, and whoever 
may partake of their plunder. And if the Hon, Gen- 
tleman " 

[Here he was called to order by Mr. fVinnin^- Mr. Win- 
/(?//, who reprehended him in very illiberal terms, nlngton. 
and was proceeding in the fame ftrain when Mr. 
Pitt in turn called Mr. IVinnington tooFder,] and 
fald, 

" If this be to preferve order, there is no danger of Reply to 
indecency from the mod licentious tongue -, for what Mr. Win- 
calumny can be more attrocious, or what reproach morenington, 

fevere, 
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♦ 

Chap. II. Severe, than that of fpeaking with regard to any thing but 

v^^^»,^^^ truth. Order may fometimes be broken by paflioni or 

1740, inadvertency, but will hardly be re-eftabliflied by moni- 

tors like this, who cannot govern his own paflion, whileft 

he is reftraining the impetuoiity of others. 

" Happy would it be for mankind if everyone knew 
his own province ; we ihould not then fee the fame man 
at once a criminal and a judge ; nor would this gentleman 
aflume the right of dictating to others what he has not 
learned himfelf. 

** That I may Return in fome degree the favour which 
he intends me, I will advife him never hereafter to exert 
himfelf on the fubjcft or order, but whenevi^r hp finds 
Jiimfelf inclined to fpeak on fuch occaGons, to remember 
how he has now fucceeded, and condemn i|i filenc^ wh^t 
his cenfures will never perform." 
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On the 13th of February, 1741, Mr. Sandys 
(altcrwards Lord Sandys) moved an addrefs to the 
King, requefting his Majefty to remove Sir Ro- 
bert IValpole from his prefencc and councils for 
ever. 

Mr. Pitt fpoke in fupport of this motion, viz. 

On the ^* ^^ ^' ^^^ \i^^n obferved that thofe who have forfner- 

Motlonto^y approved the meafures of the gentleman into whofe 
remove condu.d we are now inquiring, cannot be expe£ted to 
Sir R. difavow their former opinions, unlets new arguments arc 
Walpole. produced of greater force, than thole which have for- 
merly been offered ; fo the fame fteadinefs muft be ex- 
pefted in thofe who have oppofed them, unlefs they can 
now hear them better defended. 

" It is an eftabliihed maxim. Sir,, that as time is the 
teft of opinions falfticod grows every day weaker, and 
truth gains upon mankind, I'his is moll eminently juft 
in political all'ertions, which often refpecl future events j 
and the remote confequences of tranfaftions : and there- 
fore never fail to be by time incontcftibly verified or un- 
deniably combated. On many ocqafions it is impoflible 
to determine the expediency of meafures otherwifc than 
by conjeflure 5 becaufc alraoft every Hep that can be taken, 

may 
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may have a tendency to a good as well as to a bad end : Qhap- IT 
and as he who propofes, and he who promotes, may con- ^ ^ , ^ _ ^^' ' 
ceal their intentions, till they are ripened into execution, 1^4.1. 
time cvin only difcover the motives of their demands, and 
tJie principles- of their condndi:, 

" For this reafon it may ^afily be expcfted that bad 
Dieafurcs will be condemned by men of integrity,. when 
tJieir confcquences are fully difcovered ; though, when 
they were propofed, they might by plaufible declarations 
and fpecious appearances, obtain their approbation and 
appUufe. Thofe, whofe purity of intention and fim- 
plicity of morals expofed them to credulity and implicit 
confidence, muft rcfent the arts by which they were de- 
luded into a concurrence with projVcfts detrimental to 
their country ; but of which the confcquences were art- . 
fully concealed from them, or the real intention fteadily 
denied. 

" With regard to thofe gentlemen, whofe negleft of 
political ftudies have not qualified them tp judge of the 
queftions when they were firft debated j and who, giving 
tieir fufFrages, were not fo much direfted by their own 
conviction as by the authority of men, whofe experience 
and knowledge they knew to be gieat, and whofe inte- 
grity they had hitherto found no reafon to diftruft ; it 
may be naturally expelled that when they fee thofe 
Dieafares which were reconr>mended, as neceflary to peace 
and happinefs, productive only of confufion,, oppreffion 
and diftrefsv they flipuld acknowledge their- error and 
forfake their guides ; whom they muft difcover to have 
been either ignorant or treacherous ; and by an open re- 
cantation of their former decifions, endeavour to repair 
the calamities, which they have contributed to bring on 
their country. 

•^ The extent and complication of political que^ftions 
is fuch, that no man can juftly be alhamed of having 
been fometimes midaken in his determinations, and the 
propenfity of the human mind to confidence and friend- 
ship is fo great, that every man, however cautious, how- 
ever fagacious, or however experienced, is expofed fome- 
times to the artifices of intcrefts and the delufions of hy- 
pocrify ; but it is the duty and ought to be the honour of 
every man to own his miltake whenever he difcovers it, 
^nd to warn others againft thofe frauds which have bee^ 
pOQ fuccefsfully practiced upon himfelf. 

« lam. 
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Chap. II. " I am, therefore, inclined to hope that every man will 
v^i,^-y-,..^^ not be equally pre-deter mined in the prcfcnt debate, and 
1741. that as I (hall be ready to declare my approbation of in- 
tegrity and wifdom, though they (hould be found where 
I have long fufpefted ignorance and corruption ; as others 
will with equal jufticc cenfure wickedncfs and error, 
though they (hould have been detefled in that perfon, 
whom they have been long taught to rcverc:/cc as the 
oracle of knowledge, and the pattern of virtue. 

" In political debates, time always produces new 
lights ; time can in thefe inquiries never be neutral, but 
rtiuft always acquit or condemn. Time indeed may not 
always produce new arguments ^again ft bad tonduft, be- 
. caufe all its confequences might be originally forefeen and 
cxpofed } but it mud always confirm them, and ripen 
conjeftures into certainty. Though it ihould therefore 
be truly aflerted, that nothing is urged in this debate 
which' was not before mentioned and rejefted, it will not 
prove that hecaufc the arguments are the fame, they ought 
to produce the fame effe6l ; becaufe what was then only 
foretold, has now been feen and felt, and what was then 
but believed is now known. 

" But if Time has produced no vindication ot thofe 
meafures, which were fufpefted of imprudence or of 
treachery ; it mull be at length acknowledged that thofe 
fufpicions were juft, and that what ought then to have 
been rcje^led ought no^^ be puni(hed. 

" This is for the moft part the ftate of the Queftion. 
Thofe meafures which were once defended by fophiftical 
reafoning, or palliated by warm declamations of (incerity 
and difmtereiled zeal for the public happinefs, are found 
to be fuch as they were reprefented by thofe who oppofed 
them. It is now difcovered that the treaty of Hanover 
was calculated only for the advancement of the houfe of 
Bourbon ; that our armies are kept up only to multiply 
dependence, and to awe the nation from the exertion of 
its rights ; that Spain has been courted only to the ruin 
of our trade ; and that the convention was iittl^ more 
than an artifice to amufe the people with an idle appear- 
ance of a reconciliation, which our enemies never in- 
tended. 

«< Of the ftipulation which produced the memorable 
treatj^ of Hanover, the improbability was eften urged, 

but 
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but the abfolute falfliood could be proved only by the dc- Ch4p.IL 
claration of one of the parties. This declaration was at v.^^^.-^^ 
length prodircfid by time, which was never favourable to 17^ i, 
the meafures of our minlfter. For the Emperor of 
Germany afferted, with the utmoft folemnity, that no 
fuch article was ever propofed ; and that his engagements 
with Spain had no tendency to produce any change ia 
the government of this kingdom. 

«* Thus it is evident, Sir, that all the terrors which 
the apprehenfion of this Alliance produced, was merely 
the operations of fraud upon cowardice •, and that they 
were only raifed by the artful French, to difunite us from 
the only power with, which it is our intereft to cultivate 
^an infeparable friendfliip. This difunion may therefore * 
be juftly charged upon the mrniiler, who has weakened 
the intereft of this country, and endangered the liberties 
of Eur-ope. 

" If it be afked. Sir, how he could have difcovered 
the falfhood of the report, before it was confuted by the 
late Emperor ? It may eafilybe anfwered, that he might 
have difcovered it by the fame tokens which betrayed it 
to his opponents, the impoffibility of putting it into exe- 
cution. For it muft be confeffed, that his French in- 
formers, well acquainted with his difpofition to panic 
fears» had ufed no caution in the conftru£iion of their 
impofture, nor feem to have had any other view, than to 
add one error to another, to fink his reafon with alarms, 
and. to overhear him with aftoniftiment. 

«< When they found he began to be difordered at the 
danger of our trade from enemies witliout naval forces, 
they eafily difcovered, that to make him the flave of France 
nothing more was neceffary, than to add, that thefe bloody 
confederates had projefted an invafion ; that 'they in- 
tended to add flatvery to poverty ; and to place the Pre- 
tender upon the Throne. 

" To be alarmed into vigilance had not been unworthy 
of the firmeft and moft fagacious minifter ; but to be 
frighted by fuch reports into meafures which even an in- 
vafion could fcarcely have juftified, was at leaft a proof 
of a capacity not formed by nature for the adminiftration 
of government; and which it is theref<jre*thc intereft of 
the nation to reduce to its proper fphere, and to mingle 
with the reft of the Community. 

*« If it be required, what advantage was granted by 

this 
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Chap. IL this treaty t6 the French, and to what inconvenienciesi 
v^^-y-^^.^ has fubje6^f d this nation ? an anfwer may very juftly b^ 
1 74 1, refufed, till the minifter or his apblogifts Ihall explain his 
conduft in the lafl war with Spain ; and inform us why 
the plate fleet was fpared, our {hips facrificed to the 
worms, and our Admiral and his failors polfoned in an 
imhealthy climate ? Whjr^the Spaniards in full fecurity 
laugh'd at our armaments, and triumphed in our cala- 
mities. 

" The lives of HoGer and his forces are now juftly to 
be demanded from this man ; he is now to be charged 
with the murder of thofe too unhappy men, whom he 
cxpofed to mifery and contagion, to pacify, on one hand, 
the Britons who called out for war, and to gratify, on 
the other, the French, who infifted that the Spanifli 
treafures fhould not be feized* 

" The minifter who neglefts any juft opportunity of 
promoting the power, or increafing the wealth of his 
country, is to be confidered as an enemy to his fellow 
fubje£\s ; but what cenfure is to be paiTed upon him who 
betrays that army to a defeat, by which viftory riiight be 
obtained ; impoverifhes the nation, whofe affairs he is 
cntrufted to tranfaft, by thofe expeditions which might 
enrich it ; who levies armies only to be expofed to pefti- 
lence, and compels them to perifti in fight of their ene- 
mies, without molefting them ? It cannot furely be de- 
nied, that fuch conduft may juftly produce a cenfure 
more fevere than that which is intended by this motion ; 
and that he who has doomed thoufands to the grave ; who 
has co-operated witb foreign powers againft his country i 
who has protedled its enemies, and diftionoured its arms, 
' fhould be deprived not only of his honours, but his life ; 
that he fhould at leaft be ftripped of thofe riches which 
he has amafied during a long feries of fuccefsful wicked* 
nefs ; and not barely be hindered from making new ac- 
quifitions, and increafing his wealth by multiplying his 
crimes. 

" But no fuch penalties, Sir, arc now required ; thofe 
who have long ftood up inoppofition to him, gave a proof 
by the motipn, that they were not incited by perfonal 
malice ; fmce tRey are not provoked to propofe any 
arbitrary cenfure, nor have recommended what might be 
authorized by his own pradlice, an acl of Attainder, or 

a Bill 
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a Bill of Pains and Penalties. They defire nothing fur- Ch a?. IT. 
ther, than that the fecurity of the nation may be reftored, v^,i,^-Y-^*-^ 
and th^ difcontent of the people pacified, by l>is removal 1741. 
from that truft which he has fo long abufed. 

" The difcontent of the people is in itfelf a reafon for 
agreeing to this motion, which no rhetorical vindicator 
of his conduft will be able to counterbalance ; for fince 
it is neceflary to the profpcrity of the government, that 
the people ftould believe their intereft favoured, and 
their liberties protefted ; fince to imagine themfelves 
negle£ted, and to be neglefted in reality, muft produce 
in them the fame fufi>icions, and the fame diftrufl:, it is 
the duty of every faithful fubjcft whom his ftation quali- 
fies, to offer advice to his Sovereign, to perfuade him, for 
the prefervation of his own honour and the afFeaion of 
his fubje£ts, to remove from his councils that man, 
whom they have long confidered as the author of perni- 
cious meafures, and a favourer of arbitrary power." 

Upon a divifion, the motion was negatived by 
290 againfl 106. 
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CHAP. III. 

A New Parliament — Mr. Pitt re-ekaed^^The Mi-- 
nijler lofes feveral ^efiions^-^Refigns ^ and is 
created Earl of Or ford — Parliament adjourns — 
i^ccret Negotiation with Mr. Pulieney — Thai affair 
truely Jiated — Lord Cobham and his Friends ex- 
cluded — The new Arrangement fettled by the Earl 
of Or ford — Stafiza of Sir Charles Hanbury WiU 
Hams explained ; and the condition upon which Sir 
Robert If'^alpole became Minifer-^Duke of Argylfs 
expreJfiGn to Mr. Pulteney-^The Nation dijfaiis- 
fed. 

Chap. 1 H E Minifler having become exceedingly un- 
in. popular, and the leaders of feveral parties having 
united againft him, he had not charadler and in- 
tereft fufficient to fecure a majority in the new 
Parliament, which was eledlcd in the fpring of 
1741. . ^ 

In this Parliament, which met on the 4th of 
December 1741, Mr. Pitt was re ele<5ted for Old 
Sarum. The firft queftion which the Minifler 
. loft, was that of chairman of the committee of 
privileges and clcftions ; Dr. Lee being chofcn 
by a majority of four, againft: Mr. Earle, who 
had been fupportcd by himfelf. Aftef lofing 
fome queftions upon the decifions of the conteft- 
cd elcftions, he faw that there was a confirmed 
1742. majority againft him ; and therefore, on the 3d 
of February 1742, he refigned his employments, 
and was created Earl of Orford. At the fame 

time 
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time the Parliament, by the King's command, 
adjourned to the i8th of the fame month. 

Although the Minifter was per fonally departed, 
his influence was not extinguiOied : he ftill pof- 
fefled power fufficicnt to enable him to capitu- 
late with his-opponents for his fafeiy. 

With his ufual penetration, he prudently fe* 
Icfled from amongft his opponents thofe wha 
were the moft eager for power,- to commence his 
negotiation with. His view in making this felec- 
tion was judicious, Thofe chiefs, or heads of 
oppofition, to whom hct made no communication 
of his dcfigns, the moment they heard of the 
negotiation, became jealous of their friends ; and 
a fchifm amongft them was thereby created ; 
which was the thing Sir Robtrt IValpole moft 
wifhed ; becaufe in their united ftaie, they had 
power to crufh him, but when divided, he knew 
they could not hurt him. 

The negotiation began by the Duke of Ne<w- 
caftle requefting to fee Mr. Pulteney privately at 
Mr. ^S/o/zA (his Grace's fecretary) at Whitehall. 
Mr. Pulteney replied. That he would rather fee 
the Duke at his own' houfe in Piccadilly; and 
defired his Grace to fix the time ; and added, 
that Lord Carteret muft be prefent at the confe- 
rence. The fame evening was agreed upon : 
and the Duke of Newcaftley with Lord Hard- 
wicke, went to Mr. Pulteney s^ where they found 
him with only Lord Carteret. The)^ faid, they 
came from the King with propofals ; that it was 
his Majefty's defirc, Mr. Pulierey ftiould be placed 
at the head of the treafury. Mr. Pulteney ex- 
cufed himfcif, and propofed Lord Carteret for 

Vol. L D that 




1742. 



1742. 



(34 ) 

Chap, that fituation. The conference ended, howcveft 
I^^* without any thing being fettled. But informa- 
tion of the meeting was in a few hours fpread all 
over the town. A* thoufand conjsfturcs were 
formed. 

It was this private meeting, and another which 
happened two days afterwards, of the fame per- 
fons, at the fame place, which caufed the divifion 
in the oppofiiion. Between Lord Carteret and 
Lord Cobham there was no intimacy ; but the 
contrary. The felcfiion of Lord Carteret for 
thefe private conferences, which were to lay the 
foundation of, and to fix the boundaries of the 
new arrangement, was therefore a fort of marked 
exclujion of Lord Cobham, whofc parliamentary 
friends (Mr. Pitt, Mr. Lytt-eUon, the three Gren- 
villes, [Richard^ George and James^^ Mr. Waller, 
and fcvcral others) defefved confideration; whofe 
perfonal character was high, and whofe reputa- 
tion had been aflaileJ, in being turned out of 
the army. Lord Cobham was not of a temper to 
fee thefe tranfa^flions with indifference. His 
friends felt iheir (hare of the contempt which 
was (hewn to him ; they gave him the tnoft cor- 
dial affurances of attachment ; and they imme- 
diately formed a feparate party. They were in 
a (hqrt time joined by the Duke, of Argyll^ who, 
though he had taken the ordnance in the firft 
moments of the change, he quickly refigned it ; 
and returned to his old friends ; who were in a 
few weeks, joined by all thofe who faw that the 
change of the miniftry was only to be partial, 
inadequate and imperfed^; that the nation, as 
well as therafclves, had been deceived. 
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Sir Robert Walpole, now Earl of Orforct^ did C»aK 
hot approve of the nomination of Lord Carteret ^^^* 
for his fucceflbr at the treafiiry ; and as Mr. 
Pulteney had declined that port, he managed the 
King to infift upon Lord lVi]mingtan for it. Lord 
fVilmington had been Sir Robert's prefident of the 
council from ly^x * It was fome triumph to 
the opponents, to fee him fo foon baffled in h\t 
arrangement. The Duke of Argyll obferved to 
him on the occafion at a large meeting of their 
friends at the Fount am Tavern in the Strand -f-, 

" That 

* To this^ppomtment Sir Charles Itanhury WilRams alludes 
in ^ beautiful ftanza. Lord Wilmington had, upon the accejftori 
of George the Second^ been offered the treafury ; If he would 
undertake to encreafe the civil lift from 700,000!. to 8oo,oooL 
but he was timid, and declined the offer; upon which the 
Cffer was next made to Sir Robert Walpole^ who accepted it ^ 
and became minifler from (hat circomftance alone. 

Why did you crofs God's good intent ? 
He made you for a Prefident : 

Back to that ftation ^o % 
Nor longer aft this farce of pow'r. 
We know you mifs'd the thing before,- 

And have not got it now. 

f This meeting was held on the lith of February, 1742. 
There were near 300 members of both Houfes of Parliament 
prefent. Amongft them were the following : — Dukes of Bed* 
ford and Argyll — Marquis of Caernarvon — Earls of Exeter^ 
Berkjbire, Chefterfield, Carllfte, Aylejbury^ Shaft/hury, Litchfield^ 
Oxfordy Rociinghami Halifax, Stanhope, Macclesfield^ Darnley, 
Barrimore, Granard — Vifcounts Cobham, Falmouth, Limerick i 
Gage, Chetwynd-^LtOrds Ward, Gower^ Bathurfi, Talbot^ 
Strmnge, Andover, Guernfey, ^arendon^ Perclval — Sir Ed" 
ward Seymour, Sir Charles M$rdaunt, Sir Erafmus Philips,, Sic' 
Robert Grofvenor, Sir Edward Dering, Sir Roger Burgoyne^ 
SWyohn Hind Cotton, Sir Henry Northcote, Sir William Carew, 
Sir Miles Stapylton, Sir Hugh Smihfon, Sir William Morris, 
Sir J^ohn Ru/hwt^ Sir Michael Newten, Sir Ro^er Twifden, 

• T>2 Sir 
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" That a grain of honefty was worth a cart-load 
of gold." • 

The Earl of Harrirtgion^ who had been Sir 
Robert's fecreiary of ftate, was made prefident 
of the council. Lord Carteret accepted of Lord 
Harrington's feals ; and Mr. Sandys was made 
chancellor of the exchequer, with a new board 
of treafury. A new board of admiralty, with 
the Earl of Wtnchelfea at the head, were all the 
alterations of any confequence that were made. 

The difappointment of the nation at this trif- 
ling change of a few men, was greater than can 
be defcribed. Many of the mod refpedable 
parts of the community were provoked and ex- 
affierated to the ufc of the bittcreft language, 
which could exprefs their execration and abhor- 
rence of the jan(5lion that was thus formed be- 
tween Mr. Pulteney and the friends of the late 
minifter. 

Sir Robert Long^ Sir Charles WynSam^ Sir Jermyn Davers^ 
Sir yames Dq/bwood, Sir Watkyn WtUtams W.ynne^ Sir Cor- 
del Firebracey Sir Edward Thomas , Sir Francis Dajhwood^ Sir 
facob Bouverie, Sir ^ohn Chapman^ Sir Abraham Ebon^ Sir 
John Peachy y Sir William Courtney y Sir James Hamilton — Mr. 
Pulteney^ Mr. Sandys^ Mr. Gybbon, Mr. Doddington^ Mr. WalUry 
Mr; Shippen^ Mr. Fa%akerley^ Mr. Melifh^ Mr. Alderman 
Hedthcote^ Mr. Bance^ &c. 

The purpofe of the meeting was to confider of what was 
expedient to be done in the prefent critical conjunfture. But 
it was too late ; the arrangements were fettled before the meeting 
was called. 

It 18 to this meeting that Sir Charles Hanbnry Williami 
alludes, in oiie of his Odes to Mr. Pulteney; where, invoking 
the Mufe to difplay his Hero's merit, he fayp : 

• 
Then enlarge on his Cunning and Wit ; 
Say, how he harangued at the Fountain ; 

Say, how the Old Patriots were bit. 
And a Moufe was produc'd by a Mountain. 

CHAP. 
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C H A P. IV. 

^he new Mtniftry charged with having bargained for. 
the Jafely of the Earl of Or ford — Motion sfor an 
Enquiry into the Earl \of Orford's Condu^—Mr. 
Pitt's Speech in fupport of that M^ion — Motion 
loft — Second Motion, limiting the Enquiry to the 
lajl ten Tears --Mr. Pitt's Speech in fupport of this 
Motion. ^^The Enquiry defeated by a Parliament 
iary Manauvre. 

j\ N important charge was brought agalnft the 
new miniftry by their opponents, who affirmed, 
in moft direft and poCtive terms, that Mr. PuU 
teneyhad firft, and that his friends had afterwards, 
bargained with the Court, for the fafety of the 
Earl of Orford ; that it was exprefsly on that 
condition they were admitted into office ; and up- 
on that tenure only, that they held their employ- 
ments ; that fuch bargain was a fale of the public 
confidence, and a total dereliftion of principle; 
that there was a treafon againft the people as 
well as againft the Crown, and that this was the 
fupcrlatire degree of that treafon. And in or- 
der to put thefe affertions to 'the teft, a niotidn J^^*'^" 
v/as made in the Houle ot Commons, on ihe 9th quiry into 
of March, 1742, by Lord Limerick (whofe fonSirR. 
v/ascrc^icd Earl ot Clanbrajill) for an enquiry ^^^^^^f* 
into the condudt of the late adminiflration, dur- 
ing the laft twenty years: In fupport of this ♦ 
motion, Mr. Pitt [poke in reply to Mr. Ptlham, 

who 
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who had oppofed it, and faid, ** that it would 
confiderably (horten the debate, if gentlemeq 
ly^tf *f would keep clof? tq the argument, and not 
^' run out into long harangues and flowers of 
^* rhetoric, which might be introduced upoq 
^^ any other fubjedt, as well as the prefcn^ ;" to 
which Mr. Pitt replied : 

« What the gentlcmien of the other fide mean by long 
harangues, or flowers of rhetoric, I fhall not pretend to 
gucfs j biit if they make ufe of nothing of that kind, i| 
is no very good argument of their fincerity; for a man 
who fpeaks frqip his he?rt, and is fincerely afFcded with 
the fubje£l he fpeaks on, as every hpneft man muft be 
when he fpeaks in the caufe of his country ; fuch a man, 
I fay, falls naturally into expreflions which may be called 
, flowe^rs of rhetoric, and therefore deferves as little to be 

charged with afFe£lation as the moft ftupid ferjeant at 
that ever fpoke ifor half a guinea a fee. For my part, I 
have heard nothing in favour of the queftion, but what I 
thought very proper, and very much to the purpofe. 
What has been faid, indeed, on the other fide of the 
queilion, efpecially the long juftification that has been 
made of our late meafures, I cannot think fo proper upon 
this occafign, becaufe this motion is. founded upon the 
prefent melancholy fituation of affairs, and upon the 
general clamour without doors againfl: the late conduft 
of our public fervants -, and either of rhefe with me, (hall 
always be a fuflicient reafon for agreeing to a parliamenr 
tary enquiry ; for without fuch an enquiry I cannot^, 
pvcn in my own mind, enter into the difquifition, 
whether our public meafures have been right or not ; 
becaufe I cannot othcrwife be furniihed with the neceflary 
lights for that purpofe. 

" But the Hon. Gentlemen who oppofc this motion 
feem to miftakc, I (liall not fay wilfully, the difference 
between a motion for an impeachment, and a motion foi^ 
an enquiry. If any member of this Houfe were to ftan4 
up in his place, and move for impeaching a minifler, he 
would be obliged to charge him with fome particular crimes 
' pr mifdemeanors, and produce fome proof, or to declare 
\\i^ he yvz^ ready to prove ^he fads : but any gentlemaq 
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may move for an enquiry, without any particular allega- 
tioHi and without offering any proof, or declaring that 
be is ready to prove, becaufe the very defign of an cn- 
<]uiry is to find out particular fadls and particular proofs. 1 742 
The general circumftances of things, or general rumours 
without doors, are a fufficient foundation for fuch a mo- 
jtion, and for the Houfe agreeing to it when it is made. 
This, Sir, has always been the praftice, and has been 
the foundation of almoft all the enquiries that were ever 
fet on foot in this Houfe, efpeciaily thofe that have been 
carried on by fecret and felect committees. What other 
foundation was there for the fecret committee appointed 
in the year 1694 (t^ogo no further back) to enquire into 
and infpeA the books and accounts of the £a{l India 
Company and Chamber of London ? — Nothing but a 
general rumour that fome corrupt praftice had been made 
ufe of. What was the foundation of the enquiry in the 
year 17 14? Did the Hon. Gentleman * who moved for 
appointing that fecret committee charge the former 
adminiflration with any particular crimes I Did he offer 
any proofs, or declare that he was ready to prove any 
thing ? It is faid, the meafures purfued by that admi* . 
niftration were condemned by a great majority of that 
Houfe of Commons, What, Sir, were thofe minifters 
condemned before they were heard ? Could any gentle- 
man be fo unjuft as to pafs fentence, even in his own 
mind, upon a meafure, before he had enquired into it. 
He might perhaps diflike the treaty of Utrecht, but up- 
on enquiry it might appear to be the beft that could be 
obtained; and it has iince been fo far juitified, that it 
is at leaft as good, if not better, than any treaty we have 
made iince that time. 

<* Sir, it was not the treaty of Utrecht, nor any 
meafure that adminiflration openly purfued, that was th^ 
foundation or the caufe of an enquiry into their conduct'. 
It was the loud complaints of a great party againft them, 
and the 'general fufpicion of their having carried on 
treafonable negotiations in favour of the Pretender, and 
for defeating the Proteftant fucceffion 5 and the enquiry 
was fet on foot, in order to dete£l thofe practices, if there 
were any fuch, and to find proper evidence for convidl- 
ing the offenders. The fame argument holds with re- 
gard to the enquiry into the management of the South 
Sea Compaaiy in the year 1721. When that affair was 
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firft movefl in the Houfc by Mr. N^ville^ he xlid not* 
he could not charge thofe dtre£lor8» or any of them , 
with any particular proofs. His motion, which was, 
'^ ' that the diredlors of the South Sea Company (hould 
forthwith lay before the Houfe an account of their pro- 
ceedings, was founded upon the general circumilances 
of things, the diftrefs brought upon the public credit of 
the nation, and the general and loud complaints without 
doors. This motion, indeed, reafonable as it was, we 
know was oppofed by our courtiers at that time, and in 
particular by two doughty brothers, who have been 
courtiers ever fince ; but their oppofition raifed fuch a 
warmth in- the Houfe, that rhey were glad to give it up, 
and never afterwards durft dirc£^ly oppofe that enquiry. 
I wiQiI could now fee the fame zeal for public juftice- 
I am fure, the circumftances of affairs deferve it. Our 
public credit was then ii^deed brought into diftrefs ; but 
now the nation itfelf, nay not only this nation, but all 
our friends upon the continent, are brought into the mod 
imminent danger. 

" [Thif, Sir, is admitted even by thofe who oppofe 
this motion ; and if they have ever lately converfed with 
thofe ttat dare fpeak their minds, they muft admit, that 
the murmurs of the people againft the conduft of the 
adminiftration are now as general and as loud as ever 
they were upon any occafion ; but the misfortune is, that 
gentlemen who are in office feldom converfe with any 
but fuch as are in office, or want jto be in office ; and 
fuch men, let them think what they will, will always 
applaud their fuperiors ; confequently, gentlemen who 
are in adminiftration, or in any office under it, can rarely 
know the voice of the people. The voice of this Houfe 
was formerly, I {hall grant, and always ought to be, the 
voice of the people. If new parliaments were more 
frequent, and few placemen, and no pen (i oners admitted, 
it would be fo ftill j but if long parliaments be continu- 
ed, and a corrupt influence fhould prevail, not only at 
eledions but in this Houfe, the voice of this Houfe will 
generally be very difterent from, nay often direflly con- 
trary to, the voice of the people. However, as this is 
not, I believe, the cafe^at prefent, I hope that there is 
21 majority of us who know what is the voice of the peo- 
ple ; and if it be admitted by all, that the nation is at 
prefent in the utmoft diftrefs and danger, and admitted 
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by a majority, that the voice of the people is loud againfl: Chap* 
the late conduA of our adminiftratioiii this motion muft IV. 
be agreed to, becaufe I Have (hewn, that thcfe two cir- ^^^^ v ^ 
cumftances, without any , particular charge, have been 1742* 
the Foundation of almoft all parliamentary enquiries. 

<< I fliaU readily admit. Sir, that we fhould have very 
little to do with the charaftcr or rqjutation of a miniiler, 
but as it does and always muft afFe£^ our Sovereign; as 
the people may become difaffedled as well as difcontented, 
when they find the King continues obilinately to employ 
a minifter, who they think oppreffes them at home, and 
betrays them abroad. We are therefore, in duty to our 
•Sovereign, obliged to enquire into the condudl of a 
minifter, when it becomes generally fufpefted by the 
people, in order that we may vindicate his character, if 
he appears innocent as to every thing laid to his. charge, 
or that we may get him removed from the councils of 
#ur Sovereign, and condignly puniflied, if he appears 
guilty. 

<< After having faid thus much, Sir', I have no great 
occafioQ to anfwer what has been faid, that no parliament 
tary enquiry ought ever to te fet up, unlefs we are con- 
vinced that fomething has been done amifs. Sir, the 
very name given to this Houfe of Parliament (hews the 
contrary. We arc called. The Grand Inqueft of the 
Nation ; and as fuch, it is our 4uty to enquire into every 
ftep of public management, either abroad or at home, 
in order to fee that nothing has been done amifs. It is 
notneceffary upon every occafion to eftablifh a fecret 
committee. This is never neceflary, but when the 
affairs to be brought before them, or fome of thofe aiFairs, 
are fuppofed tobe of fuch a nature as ought to be kept a 
fecret ; but as experience has fliewn, that nothing but a 
fpecial enquiry is ever made by a general committee, or 
a committee of the whole Houfe, I wifli that all efti- 
mates and accounts, and many odier affairs, were re- 
fpeftively referred tp feledl committees. Their en- 
quiries would be more exadi^ and the receiving of their 
reports would not take up fo much of our time as is re- 
prefented ; but if it did, as it is our duty to make AriSt 
enquiries into every thing relating to the public ; as we 
aiTemble.here for that purpofe, we ought to do our duty 
before we break up ; and lam fure his prefeht Majefty 
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Chap, would never put an end to any feflion, till both Houfei 
IV. had fully performed their duty to their country. 
^■^•'■*^ " It is faid by fome gentlemen, that by this enquiry 

1 74^' we Ihall be in danger of difcovering the feCrets of our 
government to our enemies. This argument, Sir, by 
proving too much, proves nothing at all. If it were 
admitted, it would al\»rays have been, and for ever will 
be, an argument againft our enquiring into any affair, 
in which our government can be fuppofed to have a 
concern. Our enquiries would t}ien be confined to the 
condu£t of our little companies, or of inferior cuftom- 
houfe officers, or excifemen ; for if we (hould be fo bold 
-as to offer to enquire into the condud of commifRoners 
of great companies, it would be faid, the government 
had a concern in their conduft, and the fecrets of govern- 
ipent muft not be divulged. Every gentleman muft fee 
that this would be the confequence of admitting fuch an 
argument; but befides, it is falfe in fadl, and contrary 
to experience. We have had many parliamentary en- 
quiries into the conduft of minifters of flate, and yet I 
defy any one to (hew, that any flate affair was thereby 
difcovered, which ought to have been concealed, or that 
our public affairs, either abroad or at home, ever fufFered 
by fuch a difcpvery. There are methods. Sir, for pre- 
venting papers of a very fecret nature from coming into 
the hands of the fervant^ attending, or even of all the 
members of tjie fecret commiftce. If his Majefly ftould, 
by meffage, acquaint us, that fome of the papers fealed 
up and laid before us required the utmofl: fecrecy, we 
might refer them to our committee, with an inflrudion 
for them, to order only two or three of the number to 
infpeft fuch papers, and to report from them nothing 
tut what they thought might be fafely communicated to 
their whole number. By this method, I hope^ theTdanger 
of a difcovery would be cfFeftually removed 5 therefore 
this danger cannot be a good argument againft a parlia-? 
mentary enquiry. 

" The other objeftion. Sir, is really furprfzing, be-» 
caufe it is founded upon a circumflance, which in all 
former times has been admitted as a ftrong argument 
for an immediate enquiry. The Hon. Gentlemen are 
fo ingenuous, as to confefs that our affairs, both abroad 
and at home, are at prefent in the utmoft diflrefs ; but 
fay they, you ought^ to free yourfelvcs from this diftrefs, 
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before you enquire how or by what means you was brought Ch Aft 
into it. Sir, according to this way of arguing, a mi- IV. 
nifter that has plundered and betrayed his country, and 'w^-f-'s., 
fears being called to an account in Parliament, has no* )749^ 
thing to do but to involve his country in a dangerous war, 
or fome other great diftrefs, in order, to prevent an en- 
quiry into his condufb *, becaufe he may be dead before 
that war is at an end, or that diftrefs got over. Thus, 
like the moft villainous of all thieves, after he had 
plundered the houfe, he had nothing to do but to fet it in 
a flame, that he may efcape in the confufion. It is really 
aftoniihing to hear fuch an argument ferioufly urged in 
this Houfe ; but, fay thefe gentlemen, if you found 
yourfelf upon a precipice, would you ftand to enquire 
how you was led there, before you conOdered how to 
get off? No, Sir, but if a guide had led me there, I 
Ihould very probably be provoked to throw him over, 
before I thought of any thing elfe \ at leaft, I am fure, I s 
(hould not truft to the fame guide for bringing me off* ; 
and this. Sir, is the ftrongeft argument that can be ufed , 

for an enquiry. 

^« We have been for thef(| twenty years under the 
guidance, I may truly fay, of one man, of one lingle 
minifter. We now at laft find ourfclves upon a danger- 
ous precipice. Ought not we then immediately to en- 
quire, whether we have been led upon this precipice by 
his ignorance or wickednefs 5 and if by either, to take 
care not to truft to his guidance for bringing us off? 
This is an additional, and a ftronger argument for this 
enquiry than ever was for any former ; for if we do not 
enquire, we (hall probably remain ynder his guidance ; 
becaufe, though he be removed from the treafury board, 
he is not from the King's court, nor probably will, unlefs 
it be by our advice, or by fending him to a lodging at 
the other end of the town, where he cannot do fo much 
harm to his country. Sir, the diftrefs we are in at home, 
is evidently owing to bad oeconomy, and to our having 
been led into many needlefs expences. The diftrefs and 
danger we are in abroad are evidently owing to the mif- 
condu£l of our war with Spain, and to the little confi- 
dence put in our councils by our natural and antient 
allies. This is evident, that I ihould not have thought 
it necelTary to have entered into any particular expla* 
Ration, if an Hon* Gentleman on the other fide had not 
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€hap. entered into a particular juftification of moft of our late 
IV. meafuree, both abroad and at home ; but as he has done 

^^sr^^ fo» though not, in my opinion, quite to the purpofe of 
1 74^^ the prefent debate ^ yet, I hope I (hall be excufed for 
making fome remarks upon what he ha^ faid on that fub* 
je£l, beginning, as he did, with the meafures taken for 
punilhing the South Sea dire£lors, and reftoring public 
credit, after the terrible (hocks it met with in the year 
1720. 

" As thofc meafures, Sir, were among the firft ex- 
ploits of our late, and I fear ftill, our prefent prime 
minifter, at lead his firft fince he came laft into admi- 
niftration ; and as the committee propofed, if agreed to, 
will probably confift of one and twenty, I wifli the mo- 
tion had been for one year further back, that the num- 
ber of years might have been equal to the number of 
enquirers, and that it might have comprehendtj^ the firft 
of thofe meafures ; for as it ftands, it will not compre- 
hend the methods taken for punifliing the diredors, nor 
the firft regulation made for reftoring public credit ; and 
with regard to both, fome prat^iccs might be difcovered^ 
that would deferve a much feverer punifliment than any 
of thofe dire£lors met with. Confidering the many 
tricks and frauds made ufe of by the diredors and their 
agents for drawing people into their ruin,* I am not a 
little furprized to hear it now faid, that their punifliment 
was ever thought too fcvere, Juftice by the lump was 
an epithet given it, not becaufe it was thought too feverCf 
but becaufe it was a piece of cunning made ufe of to 
fcreen the moft heinous offenders, who, if they did not 
deferve to be hanged, deferved at leaft to have that total 
ruin brought upon them, which they had brought upon 
many unthinking men ; and therefore they very ill de- 
ferved thofe allowances which were i^i^de them by Par- 
liament. 

Then, Sir, as to the reftoring of public credit, it« 
fpeedy reftoration was founded upon the condu£^ of the 
nation, and not upon the wifdom or juftice of the mea- 
fures taken to reftore it. Was it a wife method to remit 
(o the Soi^th Sea Company the whole feven millions, . or 
thereabouts, which they had folemnly engaged to pay 
to the public ? It might as well be faid, that a private 
man's giving away a great part of his eftate to thofe who 
no way deferved it, would be a wife method of reviving 
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or eftaHifliing his credit ; If thefe feven millions had been 
•diftributed among the poorer fort of annuitants, it would 
haVe been both generous and charitable ; but to give it ' 
among the proprietors in general^ was neither generous '74^* 
nor juft, becaufe moft of them defervcd no favour from 
the public ; for as the proceedings of the direftors were 
authorized by general courts, thofc who were then the 
proprietors were in fome meafure acceflary to the frauds 
of the direftors, and therefore defcrved to have been 
punifhed, rather than rewarded, as they really were, be- 
caufe every one of them who continued to hold (lock in 
that company got near 50 per cent, added to his capital, 
moft part of which arofe from the high price annuitant^ 
were by a£l of Parliament obliged to take ftock at, and 
was therefore a moft flagrant piece of injuftice done to 
the annuitants. But we need not be at a lofs for the 
true caufe of this a£t of injuftice, when we confider that 
a certain gentleman had a great many friends among the 
old ftockholders,andfewornoneamong the annuitants. 

Another aft of injuftice which, I believe, we may 
afcribe to the fame caufe, relates to thofe who were en- 
gaged in heavy contrafts for ftock or fubfcriptions, many 
of whom groan under the load to this very day ; for after 
we had by aft of Parliament quite altered the nature, 
though not the name of the ftock they had bought, and 
made it much lefs valuable than it was when they en- 
gaged to pay a high price for it, I muft think it an aft of 
public injuftice to leave them liable to be profecuted at 
law for the whole money they had engaged to pay ; and 
I am furc it was not a method of reftoring private credit, 
upon which our trade and navigation very much depend. 
If the fame regulation had been made with regard to 
them, as had been made with regard to thofe who had 
borrowed, money of the company, or a fort of uti 
poffidetis cmfXed, by declaring all fuch contrafts void, fo 
far as related to any future payments, it would not have 
been unjuft, and was extremely neceflary for quieting 
the minds of the people, for preventing their ruining 
one another at law, and of reftoring credit between man 
and man, which is fo necefTary in a trading country ; 
but there is reafon to fuppofe, that a certain gentleman 
had many friends among the fellers in thofe contrafts and 
very few among the buyers, which was the reafon why the 
latter could obtain little or no relief or mercy, by any 
public law or regulation. 
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** Tlicn, Sir, with regard to the extraordinary grant* 
made to the civil lift, the very reafon given by the Hon. 
Gentlemah, for juftifying thofe grants, is a (Irong reafon 
1742. for an immediate enquiry. If there have arifen any con- 
fiderable charges upon that reyenue, let us fee what thofe 
charges are i let us examine whether or no they were 
fteceflary. We have the more reafon to do this, becaufe 
the revenue fettled upon his late Majefty's civil lift was 
at baft as great as was fettled either upon King William 
or Queen Anne, and yet neither of them aflced any ex- 
traordinary grant, but on the contrary, the latter gave out 
of her civil iift revenue ioo,oooU yearly towards the fup-* 
port of the war ; and yet there was as great hofpitalityin 
the royal palace during her time as ever has been fince^ 
Befides, there is a general rumour without doors, that tho 
civil lift is now greatly in arrear, which, if true, renders 
an enquiry abfolutcly neccflary 3 for it is inconfiftent 
with the honour and dignity of the crown of thefc king- 
doms, to be in arreat to its tradefmen and fervants ; and 
it is the duty of this Houfe, to take care that the revenue 
\{rhich we have fettled for fupporting the hotUMir and 
dignity of our crown, ftiall not be Squandered or mif- 
applied. If former Parliaments have failed in this refpefty 
they muft be blamed, though they cannot be punifhedv 
but we ought now to attone for their negleft, and wc 
may punilh thofe, if they can be difcovered, who were 
the caufe of it. 

*< I come now in courfe to the £xcife Scheiiie, which 
the Hon. Gentleman fays ought to be forgiven, becaufe 
it was eafily given up. Sir, it was not eafily given up. 
The promoter of that fcheme did not eafily give it up ^ 
he gave it up with forrow, with tears in his eyes, when 
he faw, and not till he law it impoffible to carry it through 
the Houfe. Did not his majority decreafe every divifion ? 
It was almoft certain, that if he had puftied it any further, 
the majority would have turned agamft him. His forrow 
Ihewed his difappointment ; and his difappointment 
{hewed that his defign was higher than that of prevent- 
ing frauds in the cuftoms. He was at that time as fen- 
fible of the influence of excife laws and excife men; with 
regard to eleftions, and of the great occafion he would 
have for that fort of influence at the next general eleflion, 
which was then approaching, that it is impolTible to fup- 
pofe he had not that influence in view \ and if he had, it 
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was a moft- wicked attempt agalnft out conftitutioir ; 
therefore he defervcd the treatment he met with from the 
people. Perhaps there were none but what gentlemen ' 
are pleafed to call mob concerned in burning him in ^742' 
cfBgy ; but as the mob confifts chiefly in children, 'journey- 
men and fervants, who fpeak the fentiments of their 
parents and mafters, we may thence judge of the fenti- 
ments of the better fort of people. 

« The Hon. Gentleman (aid, thefe were all the 
meafures of a domeftic nature that could be found fauk. 
with, becaufe; none^ other were mentioned in this debate. 
Sir, he has already heard a reafon why no other wrong 
meafures (hould be particularly n^entioned in this debate. 
If it were neceffary, many others might be mentioned. 
Is not the keeping up fo numerous an army in time of 
peace, to be found fault with ? Is not the fitting out fo 
many expenfive fquadrons for no purpofe, to be found 
fault with ? Are not the encroachments made upon the 
finking fund, the reviving the fait duty, the rejefting 
many ufeful bills and motions in Parliament, and many 
other domeftic meafures, to be found fault with ? The 
weaknefs or wickednefs of thefe meafures has been often 
demonftrated. Their ill confequences were at the re- 
fpedive times foretold, and thofe confequences arc now 
become vifible by our diftrefs. 

" Now, Sir, with regard to the foreign meafures 
which the Hon. Gentleman has attempted to juftify. 
The treaty of Hanover dcferves indeed to be firft men-, 
tioned, becaufe from thence fprings the danger which 
Europe is now expofed to; and it is impoflible to aflign 
a reafon for our entering into that treaty, without fup- 
pofing that we then refolved to be revenged on the Em- 
peror for refufing to grant us fome favour in Germany. 
It is in vain now to infift upon the fecret engagements 
entered into by the Courts of Vienna and Madrid, as the 
caufe of that treaty. Time has fully (hewn, that there 
never were any fuch engagements; and his late Majefty's 
fpeech from the throne cannot here be admitted as any 
evidence of the faft. Every one knows, that in Parlia- 
ment the King's fpeech is always confidered as the fpeech 
of the minifter ; and furely a minifter is not to be allow- 
ed to bring his own fpeech as an evidence of a fadl in his 
own juftification. If it be pretended, that his late Ma- 
jcfty had fome fort of information, that fuch engagements 
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had been entered into; thatverypirctcncc furrrifltes an 
uaanAi^erable argument for an enquiry ; for as the infor- 
mation now appears to have been groundlcfs, we ought 
1742. to enquire into it j becaufe, if it appears to be fuch in- 
formation as ought not to have been believed, that mi- 
nifter ought to fie punifhed who advifed his late Majcfty 
to give credit to it, and who has precipitated the nation 
into the moft pernicious nreafures, in confequence of it. 

« At the time this treaty* was entered into, we want- 
ed nothing from the Emperor upon our own account. 
The abolition of 'the Oftend Company was a demand we 
had no right to f»ake, nor was it eflentially our intcreft 
to ifnfift upon 'it, becaufe that company 'would have been 
more prejudicial to the interefts of both the French and 
Dutch Eaft India trades than to ours ; and tf it had been 
a point that concerned us much, we might probably have 
gained it, by acceding to the Vienna treaty between the 
£mperor and Spain, or by guaranteeing the pragmatic 
fan£iion, which we afterwards did in the moft abfolate 
~ manner, without any confideration at all. We wanted 
nothing from Spain but a departure from the pretence 
(he bad juft begun, or I believe hardly begun, to fet up, 
in an exprefs manner, with regard to fearching and 
leizing our {hips in the American feas ; and this we did 
not obtain, or perhaps did not defire to obtain, by the 
treaty of Seville. By that treaty we obtained nothing j 
but we made another ftep towards bringing in that danger 
which Europe is now involved in, -by uniting the Courts 
of Francevand Spain, and laying a foundation for. a new 
breach between the Courts of Spain and Vienna, 

*< I fhall grant, Sir, our miniflers appear to have been 
fond and diligent enough in negociating, and writing 
letters asd memorials to the Court of Spain ; biit by all 
I have looked into, it appears they never rightly under- 
ftood, or perhaps, would not underftand, the point they 
were negotiating about *, and as they f offered themfelves 
to be amufed, as they fay, with fair promifes, foi^ ten 
years together, whilft in the mean time our merchants 
were plundered, and oiir trade interrupted, we ought to 
enquire into thir affair ; for if it ihould appeat they 
allowed themfelves to be amufed with fuch anfwers, as no 
man of honour in fuch ctrcumftances would have taken, 
nor any it^an. of common fenfe been amufed with, they 
muft have had fome fecrec motive for allowing themlelve^ 
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to be thus impofed upon ; thi« fccrct motive wc^ may per- 
haps difcover by an enquiry ; and as it mud be a wicked 
one, if it can be difcovered, they ought to be fcvercly ' 
puniflicd. i742^ 

. " But, in cxcufe for their conduft, it is faid our mi- 
nifters had a laudable (hynefstof involving their country 
in a war. Sir, this (hynefs could not proceed from any 
regard to their country. It was involved in a war : 
Spain was carrying on a war agalnft our trade, and th^t in 
the moil infulting manner too, during the whole time 
of their negociations. It was this very (hynefs, or at 
leaft making the court of Spain too fenfible of it, that 
at lad made it abfolutely necefTary for us to begin a war 
on our fide. If they had at firft infifted properly and 
peremptorily upon an explicit anfwer, Spain would have 
exptefsly given up the pretence ftie had juft fet up ; but 
by the long experience we allowed her (he found the 
fruits of that pretence fo plentiful and favory, that fhe 
thought them worth riflcing a war for ; and the damage 
we had fudained became fo conGderable, that it was 
worth contending for. Befides, the court of Spain was 
convinced that whilft we were under fuch an adminiftra- 
tion, nothing could provoke us to begin the war on our 
fide y or if we did it, would be managed weakly and 
pufillanimpufly ; and have we not fince found, that they 
formed a right judgment ? Nothing, Sir, ever demanded 
more a parliamentary enquiry than our condu£l in the 
war. The only branch of it we have enquired into, wc 
have already cenfured and condemned. Is not this a 
good reafon for enquiring into every other branch ? 
, diiappointment and ill fuccefs have always, till now, 
occafioned a parliamentary enquiry. Inactivity of itfelf 
is a fufficient caufe (or an enquiry. We have now all 
thefe i:eafons concurring. Our admirals abroad defire 
nothing more ^ becaufe they are confcious, that our in- 
activity and ill fuccefs would appear not to be owing to 
their condu£t, but to the condufi of thofe that fcnt them 
out. 

<< I cannot conclude. Sir, without taking notice of 
the two other foreign meafures mentioned by the Hon. 
Gentleman. Our condudl in the year 1734$ with re- 
gard to the war between the Emperor and France, may 
be eafily accounted for, though not eafily excufed. Ever 
fince the lail accei&on of our late minifter to power, we 
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fcem to have had an enmity to the Houfe of Auftrisr. ' 
Our guaranty of the pragmatic fan £t ion was an effcGt of 
that enmity^ becaufc we entered into it» when, as has 

1 74^' fitice appeared, we had no mind to perform our engage- 
ment; and by that falfe guaranty induced the Emperor 
to admit the introdudion of the Spanifli troops into 
Italy, which he would not otherwifc have done. The 
preparations we made in that year, the armies we raifed, 
an,d the fleet we fitted out, were not to guard againit 
the event of the war abroad, but againft the event of 
the enfuing eleSion at home. The new commif&ons, 
the promotions, and the money laid out in thefe prepara- 
tions, were of excellent ufe at the time of a general 
eledion, and in fome meafure attonc for the lofs of the 
excife fcheme ; but France and her allies were well con- 
vinced, that we would in no event declare againft them, 
other wife they would not have dared to attack the Em- 
peror at that time ;, for Mufcovy, Poland, Germany, and 
Britain would have bfcn by much an over- match for 
them. It was not our preparations that fet bounds to 
the ambition of France, but her getting all (he wanted 
at that time for herfelf, and all (he defired for her allies. 
Her own prudence direfled her, that it was not then a 
proper time to pu(h her views further ; becaufe (he did 
not know, but that the fpirit of this nation might get 

' the better, as it has flnce done witk regard to Spain, of 

the fpirit of our adminiftration ; and if this (hould have 
happened, the Houfe of Auftria was then in fuch a con- 
ditioq, that our afTiftance, even though late, would have 
been of efFcdtual fervice. 

« I am furprlzed. Sir, to hear the Hon. Gentleman 
now fay, that we gave up nothing, or got any thing by 
an infamous convention with Spain. Did we not give 
up the freedom of our trade and navigation, by fubmit- , 
ing it to be regulated by plenipotentiaries ? Can free- . 
dom be regulated, without being confined, and confe- 
quently in fome part deftroyed ? Did not we give up 
Georgia, or fome part of it, by fubmitting to have new 
limits fettled by plenipotentiaries ? Did we not give up all 
the reparation of honour we had fo juft a title to infill on ? 
Did we not give up all reparation of the damage we had 
fufFered, Amounting to five or fix hundred thoufand 
pounds, for the paltry fum of twenty-feven thoufand 
pounds. For this was all that Spain promifed to pay, 
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afiet cJecfuflting the fixty-cight thoufand pounds, wliicti ChAp. 
We, by the declaration annexed to that treaty, alio .^ed IV. 
her to infill on having from our South Sea Company, ^w-^-y"-^^ 
under the pehalty of dripping the'fn of the Affiento Con- I74^» 
traft, and all the privileges they, were thereby entitled to'. 
Evert this fum of twenty-feven thoufand pounds, or more, 
they had before acknowledged to be due, on account df 
ihips they allowed to have been unjudly taken, and had 
adually fent orders for their reftitution : fo that by this 
infamous treaty we got nothing, and gave up every thing; 
ar^d therefore, in my opinion, the honour of this nation 
can never be retrieved, unlefs the advifers and authors of 
it be cefifured and puniihed, which cannot tegdlarly be 
done without a parliamentary enquiry. 

<< By thefe and the like wicked, or weak and pufillani* 
mous meafures, wc are become the ridicule of every 
court in Europe, and have loft the confidence of all our 
antient allies. By thefe we have encouraged France- to 
extend her ambitious views, and now at la ft to attempt 
carrying them into execution. By bad ecconomy and 
extravagance in ourdomeftic n\eafures, we have brought 
ourfelves into fuch diftrefs at home, that we are almoft 
utterly incapable of entering into a war. By weaknefs or 
wickednefs in our foreign meafures, we have brought 
the affairs of Eufope into fUch diftrefs, that it is almoft 
iropoffible for Us to avoid entering into a war. By thefc' 
means we have been brought upon a dangerous precipice, 
on which we now find ourfelves; and (hall We truft 
oiir being led fafely off to the fariic guide who has led us 
on ? Sir, it is impofiible for * him to lead us ofF; it is 
impoflible for us to get off, without firft recovering that 
confidence among our antient allies, which this nation 
fornjerly ufed to have. This we cannot do, as long as 
they fuppofe that our councils arc influenced by our late 
minifter ; and this they will fuppofe as long as he has 
accefs to the king's clofet, and his coiidutl remains un- 
enquired into, and uncenfuted. It is not, therefore, a 
revenge for paft fufFerings, but a defire to prevctit future, 
that makes me fo fanguine for this enquiry. His punifli- 
ment, let it be ever fo fcvere, will be but a fmall attpne- 
mentto his country for what is paft* But his impunity 
will be the fource of many future miferics^to Europe, as 
well as to his native country. Let us be as merciful as 
we will, as any inanr can reafooably defire/ vrhcn we 
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Chaf. come to pronounce fcntcncc ; but fentcncc we muft prp- 

IV. nounce*, and for this purpofc we nnuft enquire, unlefs 

-•^-r-^N^ >vc are rfcfolvcd to facrifice our own liberties, and the 

1742. liberties of Europe, to the prcfervation of one guilty 

man,'* 

The Houfe divided. For the motion, 242— againft it, 

244- 

The fate of this motion was called a confir- 
mation of the veracity of the charge brought 
againft the new miniftry, that they had com- 
pounded for the fafety of the late miniftei^ Mr. 
Fulteney was extremely mortified at this mifcar- 
riage. And as foon as Mr. Sandys, and fome 
others, were returned from their re-eledions, 
the motion ws^s made again, on the 23d of March, 
by Lord Limerick; but it was confined to only 
the laft ten years of the late adminiftratiofi. Mr. 
Pitt fpoke in fupport of this motion, although 
altered to half the period. His fpeech on this 
occafion was in reply to Mr. George Cooke of 
Harcfield, who was juft come into parliament. 
He began with faying, 

« As the Hon. Gentleman who fpoke laft againft the 
motion, has not been long ^in the houfe, one ought in 
charity to believe there is fome fincerity in the profeffioos 
he makes, of his being ready to agree to a parliamentary 
enquiry, when he fees caufe, and a convenient time for 
it ; but if he knew how often thofe profeflions have been 
made by thofe, who, on all occafions, have oppofed every 
kind of enquiry, he would fave himfelf the trouble of 
making any fuch, becaufe they are believed to be fihcere 
by very few, within doors or without. He may, it is 
true, have no occafion upon his own account, to' be 
afraid of an enquiry of any fort ; but when a gentleman 
has contraded a friendfliip, or any of his near relations 
^ have contraded. a friendftiip for one, who may be 
brought into danger by an enquiry, it is very natural to 

fuppofe. 
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fuppofe, that fuch a gentleman's oppofition to an enquiry Chap. 
does not proceed entirely from motives of a public nature ; IV* 
and if that gentleman follows the advice of fome of his ^n**-y^^ 
friends^ I very much queftion if he will ever fee caufe> *742» 
or a convenient time> for an enquiry into the late con- 
duct of our public affairs. As a parliamentary enquiry 
muft always be founded upon fufpicions, as well as fafls^ 
or manifeft crimes, it will always be eafiy to find reafons 
or pretences for averring thofe fufpicions to be ground- 
lefs ; and upon the principle that a parliamentary enquiry 
muft neceffarily lay open the fecrets of our government, 
no time can ever be proper or convenient for fuch an 
enquiry, becaufe it is impoflible to fuppofe a time when 
our government can have no fecrets of importance to the 
nation. 

«* This, Sir, would be a moft convenient doflrine for 
minifters, becaufe it would put an end to all parliament* 
tary enquiries into the condufl of our public affairs ; and 
therefore when I hear it urged, and fo much infifted up- 
on, by a bertain fet of gentlemen in this houfe, I mufl 
fuppofe their hopes to be very extenfive. I muft fup- 
pofe them to expe£t that they and their pofterity will for 
ever continue to be minifters, which, if poiTible, would 
be more fatal to it, than their having fo long continued 
to be fo. But this doftrine has been fo pftan contra- 
dialed by experience, that I am furprized to hear gentle- 
men infift upon it. Even this very feffion has afforded 
us a convincing proof how little foundation there is for 
faying that a parliamentary enquiry muft neceffarily dif- 
cover the fecrets of our government. Surely, in a war 
with Spa^j which muft be carried on chiefly by fea, if 
oiir government have any fecrets, the lords of the ad- 
miralty muft be intrufled with the moft important of 
them 5 yet. we have in this very fefHon, and without any 
fecret committees, made an enquiry into the condudl of 
the lords commiflioners of our admiralty. We have 
not only enquired into their conduft, but we have cen- 
fured it in fuch a manner as hath put an end to the fame 
commifTioners being any longer entrufted with that branch 
of ,the public bufinefs. Has that enquiry difcovcred any 
of tlie fecrets of our government^? On the contrary, the 
committee found they had no occafion to dive into any of 
the fecrets of government. They %und caufc enough 
for cenfure without it j and none of the commiflioners 
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IV^' pretended to juftify their conduS by p^ipcfs, containlijg 
fecrets which ought not to be difcovcred. 



j„ " This, Sir, is fo late, andfoflrong a proof of there 

• ' bcitig no neceflary connexion between a parliamentary 
fgnquiry and a difcovery of fecrets which it behoves the 
nation to conceal, that I hope gentlemen will no longer 
jhrift upon this danger, as an argument againft the eh- 
iquiry now propofed, which of all others is the lead liable 
to objection. The firft commiflioner of the treafury has 
nothing to do wjth the application of fecret fervipe 
money : He is only to take care, that it be regularly 
ifTued from his office, and that no more (hall be iiTucd 
upon that head, than according to the then conjunfture 
of affairs, may feem lo be pcceflary. A's to the particu- 
lar application, it properly belongs to the fecretaries of 
.. (latcj or fuch other pcrfons a5 his Majefty fljall employ ^ 
fo that we cannot fuppofc the enqujry propofed will dif- 
cover any fecrets relating to the application of that 
■ money, unlefs the noble lord has afted as fecretary of 
flate as well as firft commiffioner of the treafury : or un* 
iefs a great part of the .money, drawn out for fecret fer- 
yiccs, has been delivered to himfelf, or to perfons em- 
ployed by him, and applied by him or them towards 
gaining a corrupt influence in parliament, or at ele^ionp. 
Both thefe, indeed, he is moft grievoufly fufpeSted cif, 
and both are fecrets which it behoves him very much to 
have concealed"; but it equally behoves the nation to have 
them both revealed. His country and he are, I grants 
in this caufe, equally, though oppofitely, concerned; 
for the fafety or ruin of one or the other depends 4ipori 
the fate of the queftion ; and, iti my opinion, the vio-i 
lent oppofition made to this motion adds great ftrength to 
the fufpicion, 

« I (hall admit, Sir, th^t the rjoble {jord, whofe con- 
dud^ is now propofed to be enquired into, was one of his 
M^efty's moft hon. privy coimcil, and that confequently 
he mufl have hada (hare at lead in adviHnj; all the mea- 
fures we have purfued, both abroad and at home j but I 
cannot admit, that therefore an enquiry into his condudl 
muft nece(rarily occaCon a difcovery of any fecrets that 
may be of dangerous confequence to the nation ; becaiife 
we are not to enquire into the meafures themfelves, or 
into the wifdom and uprightnefs of them, and confe- 
quently can have no call to look into any of the govcrn- 
• ' ■ merit's 
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mentis fecrcts relating to them. This has nothing to do Chap. 
with an enquiry into his. condud ; but there are feveral IV. 
fufpicions fpread abroad, relating to his condud as a s^-v^*^./ 
privy counfellor, whichi if true, would be of the laft 1 742. 
importance to the nation to have difcovered. It has been 
ftrongly afTcrted, that he was not only ^ privy counfellor, 
but had ufurped the whole and fole dire£kion of his Ma- 
jefty's privy council. It has been aflerted, that he gave 
the Spanifh court the firft hint of the unjufl; claim they 
after^'ards fct up againft our South Sea Company, which 
was one of the chief caufes of the war between the two 
nations. And it has been afTerted, that this very minif* 
tcr has given advice to the French, what meafures to 
take upon feveral occafions, in order to bring our court 
into their meafures ; particularly, that he adviftd them 
to fend the numerous army they have this laft fummer 
fent into Weftphaiia. What truth there is in thefe aC- 
fertions, I (hall not pretend to anfwer. The fad^s ar^ of 
fuch a nature, and they muft have been perpetrated with 
fo much caution and fecrecy, that it will be difBcult to 
bring them to light, even by a parli^amentary enquiry ; 
but the very fufpicion is ground enough for fetting up 
fuch an enquiry, and for carrying it on with the utmoft 
ftriclnefs and vigour; which leads me to confide r the 
caufe we now have for an enquiry. 

*' Upon this fubje£^. Sir, I muft fay I am a good" deal 
furprized to hear the reprefentatives of the people make 
fo light of the fentiments or fufpicions of the people. 
That there are fufpicions and complaints among the 
people, and among the generality of the bcft fort of 
people is, it is true, a hO. we cannot eafily prove againft 
one that denies it, no more than we could do, that the 
generality of our people arc of a fair or a brown com- 
plexion ; but if I fliould fay, that the majority of our 
people are whites, I could not prove what 1 affcrted ; 
and yet I fliould look upon him as a very whimfical or a 
very difingenuous gentleman that would deny it, and 
aflert the majority of our -people were blackamoors. 
Such fads it is impoffible to prove any other way but by 
the opinion of thofe who are the beft judges ; and furely ^ 
a country gentleman who lives moft part of his ' time 
among the people, and/ has no court favours to beftow as 
a temptation, for thofe he converfes with to difguife their 
fentimentSy is a better judge than one who feldom ilirs 
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out of the purlieus of a court, and converfes with none 
but fuch as expeA places or preferment by his favour. 
Therefore if we judge of this faft according to the only 
1742. evidence that can be had, that is, according to the opir 
nion of thofe who are the beft judges, we muft con^ 
elude, that the fufpicions and complaints of the people 
were never more general than they arc againft the iate 
conduQ of our public affairs ; and this by me (hall aU 
ways be deemed a fufficient reafon for a parliamentary 
enquiry. 

" Wl\ateycr my opinion of paft meafures may be, I 
(liall neveir be fo vain, or bigotted to my own opinion as, 
without any enquiry, to determine againft the majority of 
my countrymen. If I found the public meafures gene- 
rally condemned, let my private opinion of theii^ be 
never fo favourable, I (hould be for an enquiry, in order 
4:0 convince the people of their error, or at leaft to furnifh 
ipyfelf with the moft authentic arguments for the opi- 
nion I haye embraced. The defire of bringing other 
people into our fentiments is fo natural to mankind, that 
I (hall always fufpcd the candour of thofe, who, in poli- 
tics or religion, are againft a free enquiry. Befides, 
Sir, when the complaints of the people are general againft 
an adminiftration, or againft any particular minifter, an 
enquiry is a duty we owe to our foyereign as well as the 
people. We meet here to communicate to our fovereigti 
the fentiments of h}s people. We meet here to redrefs 
the grievances of the people. By performing our duty 
in thefe two refpefls, ^we (hall always be able to eftablilh 
the throne of our fovereign in the hearts of bis people;. 
and to prevent the people's being led into infurredions or 
rebellions by mifreprefentations, or falfe furmifes.-*^ 
When the people complain, they muft he in the right or 
in the wrong. If they ate in the right, we are in duty 
bound to. enquire into the condu£t of the minifters, and[ 
^ punifti thofe who (hall appear to have been the moft 
guilty. If the people arc in the wrong, ^we ought to 
enquire into the condu£t of our minifters, in order 
to convince the people that they ha^ve been mifled. We 
ought not therefore, in any queftion about an enquiry, 
to be governed by our own fentiments. We muft be 
^ governed by the fentin^ents of our conftituents, if we 
arc refolved to perform our duty, either as true repre- 
fentatives of the people, or as faithful mefiengers to our 

fovereign. 
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fovcreign. I wiH agree with the Hon. Gcntlei]f*-^n, that CHAi»t 
if we are convinced or fu/peft- the public jneafures to IV. 
be wrong, we ought to enquire into them, even though ^^^^^^mm^f 
they are not much complained of by the people without 1742, 
doors; but I cannot agree' with him in thinking, that 
iiotwithftanding the adminiftration, or a miniftcr's being' 
cotnplained of by the people in general without doors, 
we ought not to enquire into his conduft, unlefs wear? 
ourfelvcs convinced that his meafures have been wrong. 
Without an enquiry y^e can no more determine this 
<jueftion, than a judge can declare a man innocent of 
any crime laid to his charge, without a previous trial or 
inquifition. Common fame is a fufficient grotlnd for an 
inquifition at common law; and, for the fame reafon, 
the general voice of the people of England ought always 
to be looked on as a fufficient ground for a parliamentary 
(enquiry. 

^* Biit, fay genfleraen, what is this mlnifter, accufe4 
of? What crime is laid jo his charge ? For unlefs fomc 
inisfortune is faid to have happened, or fome crime to 
have been commrtted;^ no enquiry ought to be fet on foot. 
Sir, the ill poftufe of our affairs, both abroad and at 
home ; the melancholy (ituation we are in ; the diftrcfsi 
we arc now reduced to^ is of itfelf a fufficient caufe for 
an enquiry, even fuppofing he were accufed of no par- 
tJCiil^T crime or mifconduft. The nation lies a bleeding, 
pei4iaps expiring. The balance of power has received a 
deadly * blow. Shall we acknowledge this to be the cafe, 
atia fhall we not enquire whether it has happened by 
mifchance, or by the mifcondudl, perhaps the malice 
prepenfc, of our minifter here at home. Before the 
treaty of Utrecht, it was the general opinion, that in a 
few years of peact we fliould be abje to pay off moft of 
our debts. We have' now been very near thirty years in 
profound peace, at lead we have never been engaged in 
any' war but what we unneceffarily brought upon our- 
felves, and yet our debts are near. as great as they were 
when that treaty was concluded. / Is not this a niisfor- 
tune, and fti'all we make no enquiry haw this misfprtuhc 
has happened. 

<» I am furprized to hear it faid^ that no enquiry ought 
to be fet on foot, utilefs fome public crime.be known to 
have beeti committed. The fufpicion ' of any crime's 
haying been aftually committed, has always been deemed 

a fufficient 
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a fufficient reafbn for fetting up an enquiry. Is there 
not a fiifpicion that the public money has been applied 
towards gaining a corrupt influence at eledions ? Is it 
'^ ' not become a common expreilion to fay, " The flood- 
gates of the treafury are opened againft a general eledli- 
on ?" I (hall defire np more than that every gentleman 
who Is confcious of this having been done, eitiier for of 
againft him, would give* hjs vote in favour of this mo- 
tion. Will any gentleman fay this is not a crime, wheu 
even private corruption has fuch high penalties infli£ked 
upon it by exprefs ftatute ? A minifter that commits thift 
crime, and makes ufe of the public xponey for that pur- 
pofe, add$ thieving and breach of t^ruft to the crime of 
corruption ; and as the crime, when committed by him, 
is of much more dangerous confequence than when com- 
mitted by a private man, it becomes morp properly the 
objeft of a parliamentary enquiry, and ought to be mor? 
feverely puniftied. The Hon. Gentlemap may much 
more reafonably tell us that Porteus was ney^r ipi}rdere4 
by the mob at Edinburgh, becaufe no difcovery of his 
murderers could ever yet be made, notwithftapding the 
high reward, as well as pardon 6fl?ered ; than to t^U us, 
. we cannot fuppofe our minifter ever, by himfelf pr his 
agentS| corrupted an ele£lion, becaufe no information has 
as yet bei^n brought againft him ; for nothing but a pardon 
on convi^ing the oflFender has ever yet been oBFered in 
this cafe \ and how could any informer expe<Sl fuch a 
pardon, much Icfs a reward, when he knew the very 
man againft whom he was to inform had not only the 
diftribution of all public rewards, but the packing of 2^ 
jury or parliament againft him ? Sir, whilft fuch a minifr 
^ ter prefcrves the favour of the crown, and thereby the 
execcife of its power, we can never expeft fuch an infor- 
mation. Even malice itfelf can never provoke fuch an 
information; becaufe, like all other forts of impotent, 
malice, it will rebound upon the heart that conceived- it, 
" This (hews the infignificancy of the a£l mentioned 
by the Hon. Gentleman, with regard to that fort of cor- 
ruption which is called bribery ; and with regard to the 
other fort of corruption, which confifts in giving or 
taking away thofe pofts, penfions, or preferments whicli 
depend upon the arbitrary will of the crown, this act is 
ftill more infignificant, becaufe it is no^ necefl^aryj it 
wopld even be ridiculous in a minifter to telhany majp, 

that 



( 59 ) 

that he gave or refiifed him a poft, pcnfion or prefer- Cn-Hf . 
ment, on account of his voting for or again ft any minif- IVl 
terial meafure in parliament, or any minifterial candidate v ^"»^^^ 
at an eIed)ion. If he makes it his conftant rule never to 1742. 
give a poft, penfion or preferment hut to thofe who vote 
for his meafures and his candidates^ and makes a few ex- 
amples of difmifljng thofe who vote otherwife, it wiir 
have the fame effe£t as when hfe declares it openly. Will 
any gentleman fay, that this has not been the pradlice of 
the minlfter whofeconduft is now propofed to be enquir- 
ed into? Has he not declared in the face of this houfe, 
that he will continue to make this his practice ? And will 
not this h^ve the fame efFe«ft as if he went feparately aiid 
diftindlly to every particular man, and told him in exprefs 
terms : ** Sir, if you vote for fuch a meafure, or fuch a 
M candidate, you (hall have the firft preferment in the 
«• gift of the crown ; if you vote otherwife, you muft 
*< not expert to keep what you have." Gentlemen may 
deny tl^e fun (hines at noon-day j but if they have any 
eyes, and do not ^vilfully fliut them, or turn their backs 
towards him, I am furc no man will believe they are in- 
genuous in what they fay ; and therefore I think the Hon, 
Gentleman was in the right, who endeavoured to juftify 
this pra£lice. It was more candid than to deny it ^ but 
as his arguments have been already fully anfwered, I ihall 
»dd nothing upon that fubjeft. 

" Gentlemen 'cry out| What! will you take from the 
crown the power of preferring or caftiiering the officers 
of our army ? No, Sir, This is neither the defign, nor 
will it be the efFeft, of our agreeing to this motion. The 
king has at. prefent an abfolute power of preferring qr 
calhiering the officers of our army. It is a prerogative he 
may make ufp of, for the benefit or fafcty of the public ; 
but, like other prerogatives, it may be made a wrong 
ufe of^ and the minifter is anfwerable to parliament 
when it is. When an officer is preferred or cafhiered , 

upon the motive of his voting for or againft any court 
meafure or candidate, it is a wrong ufe of this preroga- 
tive, for which the minifter is anfwerable. We may 
judge from circumftances or outward appearances. From 
thefe we may condemn ; and I hope we have ftill a power 
to punifh any minifter that will dare to advife the king 
to prefer or caftiier upon fuch a motive. Whether this 
prerogative ought to remain as it is Mvithoilt any limitation, 

is 
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Chaf. is a queftion that has nothing to do in this debate ; but 
IV. I muft obferve, that the argument made ufe of for it, 
^•"^-^^-^ might with equal weight be made ufe of for giving our 
'742- king an abfolute power over every man's property; for 
a large property will always give the poffeflbr a command 
over a great number of men, whom he may arm and 
dlfc^)1ine if be pleafes. I know of no law for rc- 
ftraining it. I hope there never will be any fuch ; and 
I wifti our gentlemen of eftates would make more ufe of 
this power than they do, becaufe it would contribute to- 
wards keeping our domeflic as well as our foreign enemies 
in awe. For my part, I think a gentleman who has 
earned his commiffion by his fervices, (in his military 
capacity I mean) or bought it with his money, ha» as 
much a property in it as any man has in his eftate, and 
ought to have it as well fecured by thp laws of his coun- 
try. Whilft it remains at the abfolute will of the crown, 
he muft be a ilave to the minifter, unlefs he has fome 
other eftate to depend on ; and if the officers of our 
army long continue in that ftatc of flavery in which they 
are at prefent, I am afraid it will make (laves of us all. 

<« The only incthod we have for preventing this fatal 
confcqtience, as the law now ftands, is to make the bed 
and moft conftant ufe of the power we have, as mem- 
bers of this houfe, to prevent any minifter's daring to 
advife the king to make a bad ufe of his prerogative ; 
and as there is fuch a ftrong fufpicion that this minifter 
has done fo, we ought certainly to enquire into it, not 
only for the fake of punifliing him, if guilty, but as a 
terror to all future minifters. 

^« This, Sir, may therefore be juftly reckoned among 
fhe many other fufficientcaufes for the enquiry pron. 
pofed : and the f^ifpicion of the civil lift's being greatly 
in debt is another ; for if it is, it muft cither have been 
mifapplied or profufely thrown away, which it is our 
duty both to prevent and puniOi, It is Inconfiftent with 
the honour of this nation to have our king ftand in- 
debted to his fervantsor tradefmen ; who may be mined 
by a delay of payment. The parliament has provided 
fufliciemly for preventing this diftionour being brought 
upon the nation ; and if the provifion we have made 
fhould be miiiipplied or laviftied, we mtift fupply the de« 
(icicncy ; we ought to do it, whether the king makes 
fLuy application fo^ that purpofe, or no; and the reafon 
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is very plains becaufe we ought firfl: to enquire into the 
management of that revenue, and puniQi thofe who 
have occafiotlcd the deficiency./ They wiJl certainly 
chufe to leave the creditors of the crown and the honour ^74^ 
of the nation in a (late of fufFering, rather than advife 
the king to make an application which will bring their 
condu£i: into queftion, and themfeivesi probably, to 
condign punifliment. Befide this, Sir, there is at pre- 
fent another reafon (till (Ironger for promoting an en- 
quiry. As there is a great fufpicion that the public mo- 
ney has been applied towards corrupting voters at elec- 
tions, and in parliament, if the civil lift be in debt, it 
gives reafon to prefume that fome part of this revenue 
has, under the pretence of fccret fervice money, been 
applied to xhzx wicked purpofe. 

' «« I (hall conclude. Sir, with a few remarks upon the 
laft argument made ufe of againft the enquiry propofed* 
It has been faid, that the minifter delivered in his ac- 
counts annually ; that thofe accounts have been annu« 
ally pafled and approved of by parliament; and that 
therefore it would be unjuft to call him now to a general 
account, becaufe the vouchers may now be loft, or many 
expenfive tranfadions have flipt out of his memory. 
It is true. Sir, eftimates and accounts have been annu- 
ally delivered in. The forms of proceeding made that 
neceftary ; but were any of thofe eftimates or accounts 

. ever properly enquired into ? Were not all queftions 
for that purpofe rejected by the minifter's friends in par- 
liament ? Has not the parliament always taken them 
upon truft, and paiTed them without examination ? Can 
fuch a fuperficisd pafting, to call it np worfe, be deemed 
a reafon for not calling him to a new and general ac- 
count ?. If the fteward to an infant's- eftate (hould an- 
..nually, (or t>venty years together, deliver in his accounts 
to the guardians ; and if the guardians through negli- 
gence, or for a fhare of the plunder, (hould annually 
pa|s bis accounts without any examination, or at leaib 

j^ w.itihptti s^y objection ; would that be a reafon for faying, 
th^ it would be unjuft in the infant to call his fteward to 
aqi jiccount w|ien he came of age ? efpecially if that 
4);ejsvard, had built and furni(hed fumptuous palaces, and 
liad^; during the whole time^ lived at a much greater ex- 
p^,nce ithan his vifible income could afford, and yet nevei- 
tl^ejefs had amaflcd great riches. The public, Sir, is 

always 
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always in a ftate of infancy ; therefore no prefcriptiorf 
can be pleaded againfl it, nor even a general releafe, if 
there appears the lead caufe to fufpeft that it was fur- 
tiAz. reptitioufly obtained. Piiblic vouchers ought always to 
remain upon record ; nor ought there to be any public 
expencc without a proper voucher ; therefore the cafe 
of the public is ftill ftronger than that of any infant. 
Thus the Hon. Gentleman v^ho made ufe of this objec- 
tion muft fee of how little avail it can be in the cafe now 
.before us; and coniequently I hope^ we (hall have his 
concurrence in the queftion; 

This motion was indeed agreed to, and a com- 
nilttee was appointed ; but the nneafure wa'8 ren- 
dered abortive by a parliamentary manoeuvre. 
Several of the perfbns brought befbre the com- 
mittee to be examined, refufed to anfwer, urging, 
that by their anfwers they might pofFibly crimi- 
nate themfclves. This objeflion being reported 
to the houfe,^ a bill was immediately brought in 
and pafled, to indemnify all perfons for the dif- 
eoverics they made before the committee. Wheri 
this bill came^ into the Houfe of Lords, Lord 
C^r/^r^/ oppofed it moft violently, and the bill 
was thi'own out. Some of the minifterial pairty 
in the Houfe of Commons afFeded to be very 
angry ; but all proceedings dropt. And the Earl 
of Orford continued undrfturbcd during the re-' 
maind^r of his life'. 
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CHAP. 



Lord Carteret* s Afcendenc^ in the Clofet — Enters 
into the German Meafures — fakes the Hanoverian 
Troops into Hritijb Pay — Mr. Pitt's Speech againjl 
that Meafure — Deafh of Lord ff^iJmington, and 
Mr. Pelbanis Accejfwn to the Treafury—Mr. 
Pitfs Speech ^againji the Addrefs, at the Com- 
mencement of the Sejfton, after the battle of Det- 
, iingen — Mr. Pitt's Speech againji voting Money 
for a Britijb Army to ferve in Flanders — 'The ^ 
^hole Kingdom applauds his Oppojition in Parlia- 
ment-^The Duchefs Do^mager of Marlborough 
leaves him a handjome Legacy. 

V^O^Y> Carteret^ by adopting the politics of Chap. V. 
the clofet, became a favourite in it. He entered ^-^"v-^^-^ 
warmly into the meafures of the continent, par-LoidCar- 
ticularjy thofe in fupport of the houfe of Auf- *^^^''f 
tria againft France, for which purpofe he took^ratiom ' 
16,000 Hanoverian troops into Britifh pay, and 
marched them intp the low countries. Upon the 
motion for granting the money for the payment 
of thefe troops, on the loth of December, 1742, 
there was a long debate, in which Mr. Pitt fpoke 
againft the motion, in reply to Mr. Henry Fox^ 
at that time fujrveyor of the board of work^, 
and afterwards Lord Holland^ who had fpokcn 
for the motion : 

«< If 
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CkAP. V ** If the gentlemen, U'ho have fpoke In fupport of tJiis 
^^-x/-^»»' motion, are, as they pretend^ determined to abandon 
1742. their prefent fentiments as foon as any better meafures 
Mr. Pitt's are propofed, the miniftry will quickly be deprived of 
fpccch their ableft defenders : for I think the meafures which 
agaiodthc have hitherto been purfucd, fo weak and pernicious, 
Hanove- that fcarcely any alteration can be propofed^ that will not 
"*" be for the advantage of the nation, 

troopa. c< They, have already been informed, there was no 

neceffityof hiring auxiliary troops, fmce it does not yet 
appear, that either juftice or policy required os to en- 
gage in the quarrels of the continent, that there was 
any need of formihg an army in the low countries, or 
that in order to form an army, auxiliaries were neccflary. 
<< But not to dwell upon difputable queftions, I think 
it may be juftly concluded, that the meafures of our mi- 
niftry have been ill concerted, becanfe it is undoubtedly 
wrong to fquander the public money without efie£l, and 
to pay armies only to be a (hew to our friends and a jeft 
to our enemies. 

« The troops of Hanover, whom we are now expedled 
to pay, marched into the low countries indeed, and ftill 
remain in the fame places ; they marched to the place 
mod diftant from the enemy, leaft in danger of an attack, 
and moft ftrongiy fortified, if any attack had been de- 
figned -, nor have any claim to be paid, but that they left 
their own country for a place of greater fecurity. 

*« It is always reafonable to judge of the future by 
the paft, and therefore it is probable, that the fervices of 
thefe troops will not, next year, be of equal iqiportance 
with that far which they are now to be paid : And I (hall 
not be furprized, though the opponents of the miniftry 
(hould be challenged, after fuch another glorious cam- 
paign, to propofe better men, and told, that the money 
t>f the nation cannot be more properly employed than 
in hiring Hanoverians to eat and flee|f, 

" But to prove yet more particularly, that better mea- 
fures may be taken, and that more ufeful troops may 
be retained, and that therefore the honourable gentle- 
men may be expedled to quit thofe to whom they now 
adhere, I ihall (hew, that in hiring the forces of Hano- 
ver, we have obftrufled our defigns ; that we have, in- 
ftead of affiliing the Queen of Hungary, withdrawn part 
of the allies from her, and that we have burthened the 

nation 



hatioii with troops, from which ho fervlcd can fee fe2l*-(JHA>. V4 
fonaWy expefted. s-^-^r^-t^/ 

" The advocates for the miniftry have, on this occa- i?42i 
fion, affefted to fpeak oiF the balance of ppwer, the prag- 
inatic fanQion, and the prefervation of the Q^een of 
Hungary, not only as if they were to' be the chief care 
of Great Britain, which, though cafily controvertible, 
'"igfit, perhaps, in compliance with long prejudices, be 
admitted -, but as if they were to be the care of Great 
Britain alone ;. as if the power of France were formida- 
ble to no other people ; as if no other part of the world 
^ould be injured J by becoming a prey to an univerfal 
monarchy^ and being fubjefted to an arbitrary govern- 
ment of a French deputy; by being drained of its inha- 
bitants only to extend the conquefts of" its mafters, and 
to make <)ther nations equally miferable 5 and by being • 

oppreffcd with exorbitant taxes, levied by fnilitary execu- 
tions, and employed only in fupporting the ftatc of its 
opprcflbrs. They dwell upon the importance of public 
faithj and the neceffity of an exadl obfervation of trea- 
ties, as if the pragmatic fan£lion had be^n figned by no 
other potentate than the King of Great Britain ; or as if 
the public faith were to be obligatory to us only/ 

** That we fliould inviolably obfervc our treaties, and 
obferve them, though every other nation (hould difregard 
them ; that we ihould ftiew an example of fidelity to 
tnankind, and {land firm, though we (hould (land alone 
in the pradice of virtue, I (hall readily allow, and there- 
fore I am far from^advifing, that we fhould recede from 
oi|r (lipulations, whatever we may fuiFer by performing, 
or neglefl the fupporc of pragmatic fanflion, howevet 
weimay be at prefent embarfaiTed, or- however inconve- 
nient it may be to aiiert it. 

" But furely, that fdrJthe fame rcafon w.e obfervc our 
own (lipulations, we ;Ought%^to excite other powers like- 
wife to the obfervation of theirs, or at leaft not to con- 
tribute t6 hinder it. - But hbw is our prefent condudl 
agreeable to thefe prindpfcs ? The pragmatic fanftion 
was' confirmed not only by the king of Great Britain, 
but by the He6lor4ikewi(e of Hanover, who is therefore 
equally obliged, if treaties conftitute obligation, to de- 
fend tha Houfe of Auftria againft the attacks of any 
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Chap. V. foreign po\frer, iihi io fend in his proportion of troOjf^ t^ 

^^^-v"-^^ ftfpport the Queen df Hungary. 
1742. it Whether thcfc troops have been fent, thofe whofd 
province obliges them to have fomcf knowledge with 
foreign affairs, can better inform the Houfc than I j 
but fihce we have not heard them mentioned m this de- 
bate, and have fouftd by experience that none of the 
merits of that Eleftorate are pafled over in filence, it 
niay, I think, fairly be concluded, that the diftreifcs of 
the illuftrious Queen of Hungary have yet received no 
alleviation from her alliance with Hanover ; that her com- 
•plaints have moved no compaffion at that court, nor thef 
juftice of her caixfe obtained any regards 

<< To what can be imputed this negligence of treaties^ 
this difregard of juftice, this defedl of compaiBon, but 
to the pernicious counfcis of thefe men who hgve advif- 
cd his Majefty tohire to Great Britain thofe troojjs which 
he (hould have employed in the affiftancc of the Queenr 
of Hungary ; for it is not to be imagined that his Ma« 
^ jefty has more or lefs regard to juftice as King of Great 
Britain than as Eleftor of Hanover 5 or that he would 
not have fent his proportion of troops to the Auftrian 
army, had not the temptation of greater profit been in* 
duftrioufly laid before him* 

" But this is not all that may be nrgcd a^ainft thi9 
condu6l : For can we imagine, that the power of France' 
is lefs, or that her defigns are lefs formidable to Hano^ 
ver than to Great Britain ; nor is it lefs neceffary for the 
fecurity of Hanover, that the Houfe of Auftria (hould 
be re-eft aWiftied in its former grandeur^ and enabled to 
fuppo^t the Jiberties of Europe againft the bold attempt* 
for univerfa) monarchy. 

<* If therefore onr afliftarnce be atn aft of honefty, and 
granted in confequence of treaties, why may it not equaU 
iy be required of Hanover ? And if it be an a£t of gene- 
rofity, why (hould this nation alone be obliged to facri- 
(ice her own intereft to that of others ? Or why (hould 
the Eledor of Hanover exert his liberality at the expencc 
of Gteat Britain ? 

" It is now too apparent, that this great, this power- 
ful, this formidable kingdom, is confidered only as a 
province to a defpicable Eleftorate y and that, in confe- 
quence of ft fcheme formed long ago, and invariably pur-^ 
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. fticJj thefd troops are hired only to dram this Unhappy CfnAP* V.- 
tiation of its money. That they have hitherto been of ^^-^^--^ 
ho ufe to Great Britain or to Auftria, is levident beyond ^7^^\ 
controverfy ; and therefore it is plain, that rfiey are re- 
taibfed only for tKepurpofe of HanoVer^ 

" How much reafon the tranfa£tions of almoft every 
year have given for fufpefting this ridiculous, ungrateful . »t 

and perfidious partiality, it is riot neceffary to mention; 
1 doubt not but mdfl of thofe \ifho (it in this Houfe cad 
recoiled a great nurnber of inftances, from the purchafe 
of part of the Swedifti dominions, to the contraft ivhich 
we are now called upoh to ratify. I hope few have for-i 
gotten the memorable ftipulation for the Heffian troops^ 
for the forces of the Diike of WdifembuhJei \(rhich we 
Iwere fcarccly to march beyond the verge of their owrt 
country, or the ever memorable treaty, of which the 
tendency is difcovered in the name*. The treaty by 
^vhich We difunited burfelVes from Auftria^ deftroyed that 
building which we may perhaps now endeavour, with- 
out fuccefs, to raife again ; and weakened the only power 
which it was our intereft.to (irengthen; 

"To dwell upoil all the inft^ncfes of partiality which 
have been (hewn ; to remark the yearly vifits that have 
been made to that delightful country ; to reckon up all 
the fums that ha<re been fpdrtt to aggrandize and enrich 
it, would be at once invidious and tirefomc ; tirefome to 
thofe who are arc afraid to hear the truth, and to thbfe 
who are unwilling to mention fa€ts di(honourable or in- 
jurious to their country. Nor fhall . I dwell any longer 
on this unpleafing fubjeft, than to exprefs my hopes^ 
that we (hall no more fufFef ourfelres to be deceived 
and opprefled ; that we fhall at length perform the duty 
of the reprefentatives of the people ; and, by refufing td 
ratify this contradl, fhew, that however the intereft of 
Hanover has been preferred by the minrfters^ the parlia* 
ment pays notegard but to that of Great Britain. 

* In the deWc npofn the Hanover Treaty (Anno 1725) 
It viras alledgcd by .Mr, Horatio Waif oky ** That the treaty bc- 
" twcen the Emptrof and the King, of Spain might probably 
** be cemented by a match between the cldcft daughter of the 
** former. ,< now. Queen of Hunirary) and the infant Don 
^' Carlos." 
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Chap. V. The motion was agreed to upon a divifxon of 
"•-^^^ z&o againft 193. 

More In July, 1743, Lord tVilmngttiii'kA,,^Ttd Mfw 

changes in />j/^^^ fuccecdcd him at the Treafufy, and 
ftry, " Mr. I'Finningim fuccecdcd Mr. Felbam in the of- 
fice of PaytAafter. On the 2^d of December^ 
1743, Mr. Sandys being created a peer, Mr. 
Velham was made Chancellor of the Exchequer. 

X743. On the I ft of December, 1743, parliament 
tv:ct. The kirifg^s fpeech recited the aflfairs of 
t!>e continent, which, from the late battle at 
DeitingeD, and other events, had engaged the 
public attention. The ufual motton for an ad- 
drefs, in anfwer to the king's fpeech, brought 
on a long debate, in v/hiehMr.iV// fpoke againft 
the Ehotion, viz. 

-Kjr p' f ** Fi'ofm wtet is now propafed, we may fee, that what- 
f eech " ^ ^^ change we have got or may get, with rel^eS to 
againft the ^^^^fP** meafur^s, by the bte change in o«r admin iftration^ 
addiefsr ^^^^ ftatrcm fe to expeft no change with refpeft to our do- 
imeftie affairs In foreign affairs I (hall grant we have felt 
a very remarfcable cliangc. Frcta one extsreme, our adrni^ 
ttiftration have quite run to the verge of another. Our 
former nffniftcr betrayed the intereft of his country by his 
frtifillanlmity ; 6nr prefent minift«r (meamog Lord Carb- 
uret) facrifeiis it fcly his <|ttixooifmk Our former mini- 
fter was for nt^iating with all the world \ dur prefent 
IS for fighting againft all the wof M. Ouf former miaiH 
/ fter was for agreeing to every treaty, though never fo 

^<}ifl^onouf atble y our prefent will give ear to no treaty, 
though ntfvet.fd ipea-fonable. Thus, both appear to be 
(fixti'avagaht, but ^ith this difference, ^hat by the extra- 
•YfilgiYice of our prrfent^ the niftion wild b^ put to a much 
gteater (Charge than ever it wad by thfe^ 6x«raiNraganfce of 
our former* 
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« It owuft thercfote bcaitawttd, Sir, that bjr a change C«ATiV4 
of a few men m ou|r admlnHlraticm, we have got a change s.^^-^-^w' 
of BQjeaftires, fp far as relates tq foreign affairs; but with 1743« 
refptift to our domeftjc affairB, we have niet with no 
change in our megfures-, we can now, I think, cxpcia 
none. The fame fcreening, the fame phmdering, the 
fame prodigal fpirit p^vailfi. The fkmr criminal com* 
plaifamce, w« may depend on it, the fame corrupt, ex» 
travagaat and dangerous me^futes will be made ufe oF« 
They have, I am c<mvinced, been already pra£lifed^ 
©therwife no nainifter would expc£l, that a Britifli Houfe 
of Commons would cram their addrefs to their Sovereign 
SH^ith fo many fdfome panegyrics upon the coxidud of 
hisminifit^s. I fay, Sir, no minifter would ^expe£): fucli 
complaifance ; for I hoi^e the- Hon. Gentleman who 
made the motion will cxcufe me, if I fuppofe it waf 
put iaito his hands by the mini&er^ and if he thinks he 
has acquiffd honour by making fuch a motbn, I promife ^ 
fcim lifeail never envy him, the acquifitipn. 

" The Hon. Gentleman who fpoke laft was in the 
right* when be faid, in the beginning of the feifion w« 
could know oothihg in a padiamentary way of the mea«- 
fu^es'tiiat had becnpurfne^. I believe we ihali know as 
litjd^ in that way at die €nd of the feflion as we do at the 
beginning; for I am pcrfuaded our new minifter will, 
in tk&t as well as in every other ftep of hi^ domeftlc 
CK)ndu£t» follow the example of his predecefibr, by get<» 
ting a negative put upon every motion that may tend 
towards our acquiring any parliamentary knowledge of 
pur late meafures. But if we have no knowledge of 
th^m, ftttely it is as ftrong an argument for our not ap- 
proving) as it can be for our not anfweriog ; , and if no- . 
thing relating to our late meafures had been propofed to 
be tnferted in our addrefs upon this occafion, I fhould 
npt have iaken the lead notice of them ; but whether I 
have any parliamentary knowledge or no, when an ap- 
probation is propofed, it lays mc under a neceffity to 
make ufe of the knowJedge I have, whatever it may be^ 
in QTd^r to determine whether 1 am to join or not in the 
^pp^qbatipn propoied* Suppofe I had no knowledge of 
any of our late meafures but what I have gathered from 
fpTieign and domcftic newfpapers, eveh that know- 
^4g6 1 muft make ule of when I am'oblfged, to .give my 
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Chap. V. opinion of them ; and if from that knowledge I tHr)k 
\p*— Y-^w^ them wrong, 1 ought furcly to rtfufe joining in anything 
1743. tnat may look like an approbation. Nay, this refufal'I 
ought to perfift in, till the miniftor be pleafcd to fumifh 
me with fuch parliamentary knowledge as may convinlce 
me that I have been mifinformed. This, I fay, ought 
certainly to be my condu6l, when, from the knowledge 
I have, I find more reafon to condemn than approve of 
any late meafure ; but fuppofc that from the knowledge 
I have, I find more reafon to approve tHaa condemn j 
yet .even in that cafe 1 ought not to approve, unlefs my 
knowledge be fuch ais may authorize that approbation ; 
and as no fort of kno\Yledge hut a parliamentary know- 
ledge can warrant a parliamentary approbation, for this 
reafon alone- 1 ought to refufe it ; fo that if what is now 
propofed contains auy fort of approbation, our fefufing 
to agree to it, is not a ccnfure upon any« pad- meafure ; it 
is only a declaration, that we have not fuch a knov^ledge 
of pail meafures, as may be a fufficient foundation for 
our approving them in a parliamentary way ; which is a 
declaration none but thofe who are admitted into the in- 
moft recefles of the cabinet can refufe to make ; bnd^ as 
we have hot now, I believe, any fuch in this Houfe, 
therefore every gentleman here ought to join in fuch a 
declaration, by giving his negative to t^is propcfition now 
before us, if it be fuch an one as contains an approbation 
of our late meafures; and that it is fo, no gentleman 
who attends to the vvords of it ca|i ma^e the lead doubt 
of. 

" Sir, it is not only an appccbation of all that ouf 
minifters have advifed, but an acknowledgement of the 
truth of feveral fadls, which, upon enquiry, may appear 
to be falfe; or at leaft they arc fuch as-weiiave feen no 
proof of, nor have any propev authority to afiert. Sup- 
pofe it (hould apppear, that his Majefty was expofed to 
few or no dangers abroad, but wliat he is da^ly expofed 
to at home, fuch as the overturning of his coach or the 
ftumbling of his horfe, would not the addrefs propofed 
be an affront and an infult; upon our Sovereign, inflead 
of being a cotnplimentf Suppofe it (hould appear, that 
our minifters have fhewn no regard to the advice of par- 
liament, and that they have exerted their endeavours, 
llQt for th9 prefervation of the boule of Auftria, but for 
''"■"■ < involving 
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involving that houfe in dangers which it might otherwife Chap. V. 
Jiave avoided, and which, I believe, it will hardly be pof* v*r-^y--<.^ 
Cble for us to avert ; fuppofe it ftiould appear, that though 1 743. 
a body of Dutch troops marched to the Rhine, they 
never joined our army ; fuppofe it (hould appear, that 
the treaty with Sardinia is not yet ratified by all the par- 
ties concerned, or that it is fuch a one as cannot be per- 
jformed. Jf thefe things fliould appear upon an enquiry, 
"wpuld not fuch an addrefs as this appear very ridiculous? 
What alTurance have we that:. all thefe fadls may not ap* 
' pear to be as I have fuppofed ? For as the King's fpeech • ^ 
from the throne is always, in this Houfe, confidfred as 
the fpeech of the minifter, it can never be allowed to be 
g proof upon which we ought to found anyrefolution. 

f* What I have faid. Sir, will (hew, that even though 
9ye Ji^id.reafon to cojojcJude from fuch knowledge a^ we 
may have accidentally acquired, that all our late mea- 
fures wer.e right, and that all tl^e fafts to be mentioned 
in o^r aiddrefs were exadlly true, yet we ought not to 
je.xprefs any fort of approbation, becaufe we have as yet 
no parliamentary knowledge that can authorize a parlia- 
inentarv approbation, But when the contrary happens 
to be tne cafe, when we have great reafon to conclude 
from every fort pi kao\^ledge we have hitherto acquired, 
that our late meafures were fundancentally wrong ; that 
fafls have been mifr^prefcnted to us, and that we may, 
very probably, have reafon to condole what we are now 
■defired to i:ongratulate, how cautious ought we to be of 
faying any thing in our addrefs that may look like an ap- 
probation either of the meafures or the methods that 
have been Jakpn to profeciite them. 

<» In order to (hew, Sir, that this is really the cafe, 
I muft begin with the turn which the affairs of Europe 
took upon the death of the late Emperor. Upon that 
emergency I (hall grant, that it was the intereft of this 
nation to have had the Queen of Hungary eftabliflied in 
the poflcflion pf her father's dominions, andherhufband, 
the Duke of Lorrain, chofen Emperor.^ This was our 
intereft, becaufe it would have been the bed fecurity for 
the prefervation of the balance of power j but this was 
our only intereft, and it was an intereft we had in com- 
>non with all the powers of Europe, except France. We. 
yk'cvt not therefore to take upon us the folc fupport of this 
*.''■ intereft J 
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Chap. V. intercft ; and therefore, when the King of PrufTia aittack* 
\^0--y--^ ed Silefia, apd the King of Spain, tlje king of Polah^, 
1743. and the Duke of Bavaria laid claim to the late Eoipetpr's 
fucceffion ; we might then have feen that the eftabliftf 
ment of the Queen of Hungairy in all her father's domi- 
nions was become impoflible, e.fpecially as the Diitch 
. refufed to interfere any other way than' by good offices, 
' What then ought we to have done?.8i|ice we could not 
» prcfervc the whole, is it not evident" 'that, \n or^er to 

engage fome of the claimants on our fide, we ought to 
have advifed her to yield up a part ?' This we ought to 
have'ipfifted on,atid the claimant whom we ought fir ft to 
have thoughtof taking off, was the King of Pruflia ; both 
b^caufe as his claim was the fmalleft, and becaufe he was 
0ne of the moft neutral, as well as onp of the rnofl poyfer- 
ful allien we could treat with. . For thi^ reafon we ou^ht 
certainly to have advifed the Queen o/^bngary to have 
. accepted of the terms offered bythe King of rruHia when 
he firft invaded Sihefia. Nay, we ought to have infifled 
on it, as. the condition of our afBiling her againft any 
of the other claimants. If we had done this, the court 
' of Vienna muft and would have agreed to it ; and in this 
cafe, whatever proteftations the other claimants might 
Jiave made, the Queen of Hungary would, to this day, 
1 believe, have remained the undifturbed pofleflbr of all 
"the reft of her father's dominions ; and her hufband, tl^e 
Duke of Lorrain, Would now have been in the poflelfion 
of the Imperial throne, 

' ' « Did we at that time purfue this falutary meafure ? 
"No, Sir, the contrary appears not only from our Gai- 
zettes,, but from our parliamentary knowledge; for frorix 
the papers that have been, either accidentally or n^cef- 
farily laid before parliament, it appears, 'that inftead of 
infiftihg upon the court of Vienna agreeing to the terms 
offered by Pruflia, we rather encouraged them in their 
obftinacy, not only by our men;iorials, but by his Ma- 
jefty's fpeech to his parliament, the addrefles of both 
houfes thereupon, and by flaming fpeeches made by our 
courtiers againil the King of Pruffia. What I mean, i& 
his Majefty's fpeech on the 8th of April, 1741 ; the fa^- 
mous addrefles made upon that occafion for guaranteeing 
the dominions of Hanover, and the grant of 300,0001. 
foi; enabling his Afajfefty to fupport th^ Queen of Hun- 

. gary. 
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fary. K^ery one muft remember tb« flaming fpeeehcd CHAf . V# 
rn^de upon that occafion by fom^ favQurites at court s.-'-y'-^.m^ 
againH: the I^ing of Pruffia J ^nd cv^y one nouft remain- «743' 
i)er, that the C^een of Hungary was net then, nor for 
fome months after, attacked by ^ny oae prince ia £urope> 
except the King of Pruffia ; therefore the court of Vien- 
na could not but fuppofe that bpth the court and nation 
pf Gre^qt Britain were refoived to fupport her, not only 
0.£ainft the King of Pruffia, but contra omnes mortales >• 
and confequently we have no reafon to be furprized at 
$hat court;'^ ftewing an unwillingnefs tp part with fuch 
^ pkntiful country ae thofe lordQ^ips of Siiefia claiflied 
by the King of Prufjia. 

«« Thift, I fay, Sir, was fufficient to confirin the Queen 
<)f Hungary in her obftinacy i but this was not all. We 
had, not only promifed her our affiftance aga'mft the King 
of Pruflja, bqt we had aftually begun a negotiation for 
a powerfql alliance againfl that prince, and for parcel* . 
ling put his dorninions amongfl th^e alUe^t We had fo* 
licited not only the Queen of Hnugary, but alfo the 
Hutcb and Mufcovites to enter Into \)m alliance ; and 
we h?d be^n at the ea^pence to take bolh l>anea ^nd the 
Heflians into the pay of Credit Britain, foi the ufe of 
this allian^. Nay, evenHanQvpt put itfel£ to qi great 
expence i^n this occafion, by Q3akiiitg an augmentation 
of near one third to the army it had. on foot, which I 
believe w?i8 the firft e^^traordinary expence it wae. put to 
fince its happy conjunftion with England, notwithftand- 
ing the great acquifitipns it has fmce made, and the many 
expenfivf bifoils England has been involved in upon the 
fote recount of that Eledorate. Therefore, if the Queen 
of Hungry fliewed any thing like obftinacy with vegaxd 
to tl>e clain^s of Pruffia, we may eafily perceive at whofe 
door tUat obftinacy ought io be laid V and to them only 
the n^isfprtunes which afterwards befel that prince& 
ought mpft juftly to be imputed. Whilft the French 
ieemed refoived not to interfere in the affairs of Ger^ 
niany, it wa,s eafy to promife her our aiTiilance. It ws^ 
fafe to ^ng^ge in fchemos th?it might contribute to. hef 
fupport ?,s well as to the enlargement of the dominions 
of Hanover, becauie Pruffia wa& certainly not an equal 
jpatt-ch for th.e Queen of Hungary alone, and much iefs 
f Wi the Queen ot Hungary fttpported by Hanover an^ 
'^ the 
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Cha?. v. *^c whole power of Great Britain. During this poftupQ 
^,,,0^^-^^^ of afFairs, I fay, it was fafe for us, that is to fay, it was 
'743* ^*^^^ ^^^ Hanover to promife, and to concert fchemes for 
the fupport of the Queen of Hungary ; but as foon as 
France began to appear, our fchemes were all dropt, and 
our prom ifes forgot, becaufe it began then to be unfafe 
{6r Hanover to engage in the affair, and England furcly 
js never to mind any promifes, or engage in any fchemes, 
that may poflibly bring Hanover into any danger or dit 
trcfs. 

«< From this time, Sir, we thought no more of affift* 
ing the Queen of Hungary, except by thofe grants which 
were made to her by parliament. ^Thefe, ideed, our mi- 
Tiifters did not oppofe, becaufe they are fure of making, 
fome way or other, a job of every grant made by parlia- 
ment : but from the ufe that was made, or rather the no 
life that was made of the Dani(h and Hefllan troops, 
notwithftanding their being continued in BritiOi pay, 
jmd from the infult tamely fuffered by our fquadron in 
the Mediterranean, we cannot conclude that our mini- 
iters, from the time the French began to interfere, re- 
folved, and were perhaps afterwards engaged, to give the" 
Queen of Hungary no afTiftance either by fea or land. 
Thus, after having led that princefs upon the ice by our 
promifes, we left her there to (hift for herfelf 5 by which 
means the Duke of Bavarja came to be chofen Emperor, 
and theHoufe.pf Auflria was dripped of a great part of 
its domiinions, and in the utmoft danger of being ftript 
*of all, if France had inclined. It fhould have been fo ; 
but this was what faved the houfe of Auftria, France had 
a mind to have the power of that Houfe reduced, but 
had no mind to fee it abfolutely ruined 5 becaufe the 
power of the Duke of Bavaria, then Emperor, would hzyc 
been raifed to a higher pitch than was confiftent with the 
French fcheme, which was to make the princes of Ger* 
inany ruin one another as much as poiTible, and then te 
make fuch a partition as (hould render the houfes of 
Bavaria, Auftria, Saxony and Pruflia, pretty nearly equal ; 
in which cafe it is highly probable, and the Frenph have 
not fcrupled to fay, that the King of Pruffia's (hare wpuld 
not have been fo large as it has been (ince made. 

«* This prevented the French from fending fuch a 
jpowerful arrny intoGcfmany a^ they might have done 1 
' * and 
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and bjr the bad condtifl: of the generals they fent there, Chai». V» 
and the good conduct of the Queen of Hungary's gene- v^^^,*^i/ 
cal's, together with the bravery of her troops, her aiFaira >743* 
in Germany took a hew turn juft about the time of the 
late chJmge in dur adminiftration •, which brings me td 
the origin of the meafures that are now carrying on 5 and 
therefore I muft confider the poflure of the affairs of 
Europe at that particular time, that is in February, 174^, 
But before I begin, I mud lay this down as a maxim, 
which this nation ought always to obferve, that th6ugh 
it be our intereft to preferve a balance of power iti Eu* 
rope, yet, as we are the moft remote from danger, we 
ought always to be the leaft fufccptible of jealoufy, and ♦ 
the laft to take the alarm 5 and with regard to the balance 
of power, I muft obferve, that this balance may be fup- 
ported, either by having one fingle potentate (Capable of 
oppofmg and defeating any ambitious deGgn of France, 
or by having a well connected confederacy fuflicient for 
the fame purpofe. Of thefe two J fhall grantj that the 
firft is the mod eligible, when it can be had, becaufe it 
may l?e moft fecurely depended oh ; but when this can- 
not be had, the whole addrcfe of our minifters and nego* 
ciators ought to be employed In eftablifhing the fecond. 

«< The wifdom of my firft maxim. Sir, muft be ac- 
knowledged by every one who confiders, that whpn the 
powers upon the continent apply to us to join with them 
in a war againft France, we may take what (hare and 
what fort of (liare in the war we may think fit ; whereas, 
when we apply to them, they M'ill prefcribe to us inl 
both ; and whatever art fome gentlemen may make ufe 
of to frighten themfclves, 6r to frighten others when it 
ferves their purpofe, with the dependency of all the 
powers of Europe upon France, we may reft fscure, that 
as often as they are in any real danger of being 'brought 
under fuch a dependency, they will unite among them- 
fclves to prevent it, and will call upon us for aflif- 
tance; nay, if they fliould be imperceptibly brought 
under fuch a dependency, they would, as foon as they 
perceived it, unite amongft themfclves, and call upon us 
to join with them in a confederacy againft France, in 
order to enable them to (hake off that dependency ; fo 
that we can never be obliged to ftand fingle and alone in 
fupporting the balance of power, nor fliall we ever have 
' ' occafion 
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Chap. V. ofi^^fion to call upon our fieighbourt on the continent to 
k^,0^.^-^^^ join with^vs for fuch a purpofci untefs when our minir 
1 743- Aer^j for fome byercncjs of their own, pretend danger* 
whi^b h4V^ no real foundation \ for Europe ifi nptw in z 
v^ry different fitUfition from what it was in the time of 
the Romans. Every ooantry then wae divided into fo 
rnany fovereigntic^, that it wa$ impoifible for the people 
pf any on?. country to unite among themfelv<^sr, and much 
piore for two or three large coj^ntries to unite in a general 
^onf^dpracy againft the overgrown power of the Romans ; 
whereas this is now practicable* and aiwaya may^ prsic* 
tifcd as often as France, or any other power in Europej 
<iifeoyer$ a real defign to enflavc the reft. 

«< This brings me, Sir, to w|iat 1 1 :ve already obfer?^ 
ed, that the baiance of power ip Europe may be prefcrv«» 
^d by a. confederacy, alojoft as fecurely as it can be by 
fetting up any one power as a riva} to the power of 
France, And now let me examine, which of thefe two 
methods we ought to have thought on in February, i742» 
The Imperial diadem was then gone from the boufe uf 
Auftria; and Jthough the Queen of Hungary'^ tipops had 
met with fome fuccefs in the winter, (he was ftiil ftript 
of a great part of the Auftrian dominions j fo^that tho 
power of that houfe was much inferior to what it was at 
the time of the lal^e Emperor's death, and ftill more infe« 
?:ior to what it was in the year 17*6, when we thought 
It neceiTary to add Naples and Sicily to its former acquis 
CtjjQW^ in order to make it a. match for the power of 
France. Befides thi$| ihere was then a moft powerful 
confederacy againft th^at houfe, and no jealoufy fubfift-^ 
tog among the powers of Europe of the ambitious defigns 
of Fr»noe ; for though that court had aflifted in puUing 
down the houfe of Auftria, they had difcovered no de- 
iign of encreaiing their own power or dominions; but 
on the other hands by the haughty behaviour of the court 
of Vienna, and the height that houfe had been raifed to» 
si jealoufy had arifen amongft the princes of Germany* 
cif the overgrown power of that houfe i which jealoufy 
bad firft manifefted itfelf in the houfe of Hanovert and 
wjis at :t;his very time fubfifting not only in the houfe of 
H^nover» but alfo in moft K>f the fovcrcign houfes of 
Gernwny* In thefe cirqumftanceB it w^s impofliWe for 
our nwoifterSf however wrong-headed we may fuppofe 

them, 
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them, to t^inic of reftoting th6 houfe of Auftria to lU (iuAP. V^ 
farmer grandeur and power, or of fetting that houfe up ^^-^^-^i,^ 
again as a match for the power of France; becaurein ly^j* 
fuch a fcheme, they muft hayis liien that they wot^ not 
be cotdially affifted by any power in Europe, a*i'4 that 
they would be oppofed, not only by France and Sp^in^ 
but by all the princes of Germany and Italy who vJrere 
Jealous of the power of the houfe of Atifttia* 

« In thefc circumttances, what was this nation to do ? 
What ought our minift^ts td hkve done ? Since it wasf 
iknpoffible to eftablifti the b^alance of power in Eiiropef 
fipon the fingie power of the houfe of Auftria, furely. 
Sir, It was dur bufinefs to think of reftoring thq pe^e of 
Germany as foon as poflible by our good offices, in order 
. thereby to eftabiifh a confederacy fufficient for oppofing 
France, iti cafe that court (houid afterwards difcover 
dny ambitious views. It was not now fo much oMt bufi-* 
ftefa to prevent the leflening of the power of the houfe 
bf Auftria, as it was our bufinefs to bring about a fpeedy 
teconcilktion among the princes of Germany, and to 
take cire that France fhould get as little by the treaty of 
|>eace, as Ihe faid (he expefted by the war. This, I fay^ 
cmght to have been our chief concern, becaufe the pre-* 
fervatiofn of the balance of pbwcr vUas now no longer to 
depend upon the folc poWer of the houfe of Auftria, but 
tipon the joiiit pdwer of a confederacy then to* be form* 
fed ; and till the princes of Germany were reconciled 
Sjftioitfg themfelvesj there was fearcely a poffibility of 
forming fdch a confederacyv If we had made this onxt 
feheftie, the Dutch would have joined heartily in it. 
The Germanic body would haVe joined in it, and th^ 
peace of Germany might hate been reftored, without 
patting thi« natron to any expence, or divertfng us from^ 
the profecutioh of out juft and necefiary war again ft 
Spain, in cafe our differences with that nation could not 
have been adjufted by the treaty for reftoring the peace 
x)f Germany, But our new minifter, as I have faid, 
tan into an extreme quite oppofite to that of the old. 
Ckir former minifter thought o'f nothing but negotiating 
-when he ought to have thought of nothing buf War ; 
and this ihinMter thought of nothing but war, or at leaft 
the rcfembknce of it, when he ought to have thought of 
'nothing but negotiation- A refolutbn was taken, and 

preparations 
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Ghak v. preparations were made, fot fending a body of our trot^ 
Sm^^-Y'^^^ to Flanders, even before \vt had any hopes of the King 
^743* ^^ Pruflia's deferting his alliance with Frarice, and with- 
out our being called on to do fo by iny one power in 
Europe : I fay, Sir, by any one power in Eiifope j for; 
i defj^ our minifters to (liew,, that even the Queen of 
Hungary defired any fucl^ thing before it was refolvcd 
on. I believe fomc of her minifters were free enough 
to declare, that the money thofe troops coft would have 
done her much more fervice ) and I am fure, we wcr6 
(o far from being called on by the Dutch to do fo, that 
it Was refolved on without their participation, and the 
tneafures carried into execution, I believe, e»prefsly 
contrary to their advice. 

<^ 'This refolutiori. Sir, was fo far from having any 
influence On the King of Pruflia, that be continued firm 
to his alliance with France, and fought the battle of 
Crotfkaj after he knew it was taken ; and if he had con- 
tinued firm in the fame fentiments, I am very fure our 
troops neither would nor could have been of the lead 
fervice to the Queen of Hungary; but the battle of 
Crotfka fully convinced him, that the French deCgned 
chiefly to- play one German prince againft another, ia 
order to weaken both; and perhaps he had before then 
difcovered, that according to the French fcheme, his 
(hare of Silefia was not to be fo confiderable as he expeft- 
ed< rhefe conGderationS) and not the eloquence or 
addrefs of any of our minifters, inclined him to come to 
an agreement with the Qucpn of Hungary s and as flic 
was now convinced, that fte could not depend upon our 
promifes, (he readily agreed to his terms, though his de- 
mands were now much more extravagant than they were 
at firft ; and what is worfe, they were now unaccompa- 
nied with any one promife or coufideration, except that 
of a neutrality y whereas his firft .demands wer,e made . 
palatable by the tender oC a large fum of money, and by 
the promife of his utmoft affiftance, not only in fupport- 
xng the pragmatic fandion, but In raifing her huiband, 
the Duke of XiOrrain, to the Imperial throne. Nay, he 
even infinuated, that he would embrace thjf firft oppor- 
tunity to aflift in procuring her houfe an equivalent for 
whatever partof Silefia (he (houid yield up to him. 

« This 



( 79 ^ ' 

** This accommodation between the Queen of Hun- Crt ap. Vr 
gary and the King of F^ruflia, and that which foon after ^^-^-v"*^^ 
followed between her and the Duke of Saxony, prpducect I743« 
a very great alteration in the affairs of Europe ; but is 
they promifed nothing but a neutrality, and as the Dutch 
abfolutely refufed to join, either with the Queen of Hun* 
gary or us, in any offenfive meafurcS againfl: France, it 
was ftill impoffible for. us to think of reftoring the houfe 
of Auftria to fuch power, as to render it a match for the 
power of France ; therefore we ought ftill to have thought 
of nothing but negotiation, ini order to rcftore the peace 
of Germany, by an accommodation between her and the / 
Emperor i and the diftrefles which the Bavarian and 
French armies in Germany were drove to, furniflied us 
with fuch an opportunity, aS we ought by all means to. 
have embraced, and to have infifted on the Queen of 
Hungary's doing the fame, under the pain of being entirely 
deferted by us. A peace was offered both by the Em- 
petot and the French, upon the moderate terms of Uti 
Pofftdetis, with refpe£i to Germany ; but, for what rea- 
fon I caiiflot comprehend, we were fo far from advifing 
the Queen of Hungary to accept, ,that I believe we a4- 
yifcd her not to accept of the terms offered. 

<* This, Sir, Was a conduft in our minifters fo very 
extraordinary, fo dite^lly oppofite to the intereft of thij 
nation, and the fecurity of the balance of poiwer, that t 
can fuggeft to myfelf no one reafon for it, but their being 
rdfolved to put this nation to the expence of maintain- 
ing 16,000 Hanoverians y and this, I am afraid, was the . 
true motive our new minifters had at firft for all the war- 
like meafures they refolved on/ Nothing will now fatis- 
-fy us but a conqueft of AIf;^ce afnd Lorrain, in order to . 
give them to the Queen of Hungary^ as an equivalent for 
what (he had loft ; and this we refolved on, or at leaft 
pretended to refolve on, at a time when France and Pruf- 
fia were in clofe conjunftion ; at a time whtnf no one of 
the powers of Europe could affift us ; at a time when 
none of them entertained any jealoufy of the ambitious 
defigns of France ; and at a time when mofl: of the princes 
of Germany ei]^tertained fuch a jealoufy of the power of 
the houfe of Auftria, that we had great reafon to appre- 
hend the whole Germanic body, at leaft the moft confi- 

derai^le 
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Crap. V. cf^Yabte {>r;nce8 of Germany, joining againft us, in cite 

^mff^t""^^ w^ fliould meet with any faccefs. 
174J. " Sir, if OUT miniftets were really fefious in this 
fcheme, it was 6nt of the moft romantic that ever enter- 
ed into the head of any Englrfli Don'Qui:tote; and if 
they made this only a pretence for puttrng this nation to 
the expencc of maintaining 16,000 Hanoverians, or of 
acquiring fome new territory for the Electorate of Hano- 
ver, I am fure no Britifh Hocffe of Commons ought to 
approve of their condufl. 

<• It is ridiculous to fay, Sir, that we could not advife 
the Qnccn of Hungary to accept of the tctmj offered by*' 
the Emperor and France, when their troops were coop- 
ed lip in the city of Prague, b^tcaufe thefc terms wer? 
offered with a view only to gfet their troops at liberty, and 
to take the firft opportunity to attack her with more vi- 
, gour. This,. I fay, is ridiculous, becaufe if flie had ac- 
cepted of the terms offered, (he might have had them 
guaranteed by the Dutdh, by the Germanic body, and 
by alt the powerful princes of Germany, which would 
have brougnt all thefe powers into a confederacy with us 
"* again ft the Empetor and t'rance, if they had afterwards 
attacked her in Germany ; and all of them, but efpecial- 
ly the Dutch and the King of Pruffia, would have been 
ready to have joined us, if the -French had attacked her 
in Flanders. It is equally ridiculous to fay, thatiliC 
could not accept of thefe terms, becaufe they contained 
nothing for the fecurity of her dominions in Italy ; fof 
fuppofe the war had Cotitinued in Italy, if the Queen of 
Hungary had been fafe upon the fide of Germany, (he 
could have poured in fuch a number of troops info Italy, 
• as would have been fofficient for oppofing and defeating 
all the armies that both the French and Spaniards could 
have fent to, and maintained in that country, {ihce wc 
could^ by our fuperior fquadrons, have made it impoffi- 
bte for the French and Spaniards to maintain great ar* 
mies in that country. 

" No rcafbn can therefore be affigned for the Queen 
of Hungary's rcfufihg the terms offered her for reftoring 
the franquility of Gelrmany, but this alone, that we had 
promifed to affift her fo efftclually as to enable her to 
conquer a part of France, by way of equivalent for what 
(be had lo(l in Germany and Italy j and fuch an affiltance 
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a is neither our intcrcft, nor in our power to give, as Chap. V. 
the eircumftances of Europe ftand at prefent. I am ^i-^-v^*-^ 
really furprized how the Queen of Hungary came to truft 1 743. 
a fccond time to our promifes ; for I may venture to 
prophecy, that (he will find hcrfclf a fecond time deceiv- 
ed. We Ihall only put ourfclves to a v^ft needlefs ex- 
pence, as we did when fhe was firft attacked by PrufEa, 
and may give France a pretence for conquering Flanders, 
.without raifing any jealoufy in the other powers of Eu- s 
rope, which ofherwife (he would not have done ; or we 
may bring the Queen of Hungary a fecond time to the 
verge of deftfuftion, arid leaye her there ; for that we 
certainly (hall dp, as foon as Hanover comes to be a fe- 
cond time in danger. From all which I mud conclude, 
that our prefent fcheme of politics is fundamentally 
wrong, and that the longer wc continue to build upon , 
fuch a foundation, the more dangerous it will be for us. x 
The whole fabric mud crufli this unfortunate nation in 
its ruins. 

<* But now. Sir, let us fee how wc have profecuted 
this fcheme, bad, as it i3, during the la(l campaign. 
As this nation muft bear the chief part of the expcnce, 
it was certainly our bufinefs to profecute the war with 
all poifible vigour, to come to action as foon as polGble, 
and to puih every advantage to the utmoft. Since we 
foon found we could not attack the French upon the fide 
of Flanders, why were our troops fo long marching into 
Germany ? Or indeed I (hould aik, why our army was 
not firft aflembled in that country ? Why did they con- 
tinue fo long ina£iive upon the Maine ? If our army was 
not numerous enough for attacking the French, why 
were the Heflians left behind for fome time in Flanders i 
Why did we not fend over 20,000 of thofe regular troops 
that were lying idle here at home ? How to anfwer all 
thefe queftions, I cannot tell •, but it is certain, we never 
thought of attacking the French army in our neighbour- 
hood^ and I believe expeftcd very little to be attacked. 
Nay, I doubt much if any a£);ion would have happened 
during the whole campaign, if the French had not, by 
the mifconduft of fome one or other of our generals, 
caught our army in a hofe-net, from which it could not 
have efcaped, if the French generals had all obferved the 
diredlions of their commander in chief, and had thought 
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Chap. V, only of guarding and fortifying thcmfclvcs in the defikf, 
v^.^1^-^^^ and marching up to attack our troops. Thank God, the 
•74 J* courage of fome of the French generals got the bett<er o£ 
their difcrctioit, as well as their military difciplinc. This 
made them attack, inftead of waiting to be attacked ; and 
by the bravery of the EngliQi foot, and the cowardice of 
fheir own, they met with a fevere repulfe, which put 
rheir whole army into confufion, and obliged it to retire 
with precipitation over the Maine, by which our army. 
efcaped the fnare they had been led into, and got free 
liberty to purfue their retreat to Hanau. . 

<( This, Sir, was a fingular advantage ; but did we 
pufh this advantage ? Did we purfue the enemy in their 
precipitate retreat over a great river, where many of 
them muft have been loft, had they been clofely purfued ? 
Did we endeavotir to take the Icaft advantage of the con- 
fufion they had been thrown into by their unexpe£ted re- 
pulfe ? No, Sir, the ardour of our Britifii troops wag 
reftrained by the cowardice of the Hanoverian ; and in-, 
ftead of purfuing the enemy, we ourfelves ran aw?iy in 
the night-time, and in ftich hafte, that we left all our 
wounded to the mercy arid care of the eneniy, who had 
likewife the honour of burying our dead as' well as their" 
own. This ad\ion may therefore, on pur fide, be cal- 
led a lucky efcape ; but I (hall never give my confent to 
honour it with the name of a vi£lory» 

** After this efcape, Sir, our army was joined by a 
very lajge reinforcement. Did this revive our courage9 
or give us any better ftomach for fighting ? Not a bit, 
.Sir. Though the French continued for fome time upon 
the German fide of jthe Rhine, we never offered to at- 
tack them, or to give them the leaft difturbance. At . 
laft, upon PHnee Charles's approach with the Auftrian 
army under his command, the French not only repafled . 
the Rhine, but retired quite out of Germany 5 and as 
the Auftrian army and the allied army might then have, 
joined and might l)oth have pafled the Rhine without, 
oppofition at Mentz, or almoft any where in the Pala- 
tinate, it was expefled that both armies would have, 
marched together into Lorrain, or in fearch of the 
French army, in order to force them to a battle 5 but 
inftead of this. Prince Charles marched up the German 
fide of the Rhine — to do what ? To pafs that great river, 
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in rh'e fight of a French armjr equal in number to his Chap. V^ 
own, which, without fome extraordinary neglecl in the s— -^y"^.^ 
French, was imprafticable ; and fo it was found hj ex* I743- 
, perience. So that the whole campaign, upon that fide, 
was confumed in often attempting, what as often appear- 
ed to be impradicable. 

" On the other fide, I mean that of the allied army, 
was there* any thing done of confequence ? I know of 
nothing but that of fending a party of huiTars into Lor- 
rain with a manifefto. The army, indeed,. pafTed the 
Rhine at Mentz, and marched up to the French lines 
upon the frontier of Alface, but never offered to pafs 
thofe lines until the French had abandoned them, I be- ^ 
lieve with a defign to draw our army into fome fnare ; 
for upon the French returning again towards thofe lines, 
we retired with much greater hafte than we had advanc- 
ed, though the Dutch auxiliaries were then come up,^ 
and pretended at leaft to be ready to join our army ; 
though, as I have heard, they found a pretence for never 
coming into the line ; and I doubt much if they would 
hare marched with us to attack the French army in their 
own territories, or to inveft any of their fortified places ; 
for I muft obferve, that the French lines upon the Queick 
were not, as to fome part of them, within the territories 
of France. But fuppofe this Dutch detachment had 
been ready to march with us to attack the French in their 
own territories, or to inveft fome of their fortified places, 
it could have given me no joy ; and therefore I cannot 
join in any congratulations upon that event ; for a fmali 
detachment of Dutch troops can never enable us to execute 
the vaft fcheme wc have undertaken. The whole force of 
that republic would not be fuflBcient for that purpofe ; be- 
caufe we ihould have the majority of the empire againft 
U8 i and therefore if the Dutch had joined totis vtribus in 
our fcheme, inftead of congratulating, I (hould have be- 
moaned their running mad by our example, and at our in-> 
{ligation. 

<< Having now briefly examined our conduc): during 
the laft campaign, from the few remarks I have made, 
I believe, Sir, it will appear, that fuppofing our fcheme 
to be in itfelf poffible or praftlcable, we have no reafon 
to hope for fuccefs, if it be not profecuced with more 
vigour and better condudl than it was during laft cam- 
paign. V While we continue in the profectition of this 
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Cha>. V.fchem*', the Hanoverians indeed will be cbnfiderable 
v-i-^V^w' gainers, let whoever will be the lofer, becaufe they will 
I74J» draw 4 or 500,000!. yearly from this nation, over and 
above ^^hat they have annually drawn from us ^vcr fince 
they have had the good fortune to be united with us 
under the fame fovcrei^n. But we ought to confideri 
even the Hanoverians ought to confider, that this nation 
is not now in a condition to carry on an expenfive war, 
for ten or twelve years as it did in the reign of Queen 
Anne. We may fund it out, for a year two or three, 
but we are now fo much in debt, that* if we go on for a 
few years, adding millions to it every year, our credit 
will certainly at laft, I am afraid, fooner than fomc 
amongft us imagine, be undone ; and if this misfortune 
(hould happen to us, neither Hanover nor any other 
foreign ftate would be able to draw a (hilling more from 
us. A flop to our public credit would put an end to our 
paper curtency. An univerfal bunkruptcy would enfue, 
and all th^ little ready money left amongft us would, by 
the happy pofleflbrs, be locked up in iron chcfts, or hid 
in bye-corners. It would then be inripoffible to raife our 
taxes, and confequently impoflible to maintain either 
fleets or armies. Our troops abroad would be obliged to 
enter into the fcrvice of any prince that could maintain 
them, and our troops at home 'would be obliged to live 
upon free quarter. Nay, this they could not do long ; 
for the farmer would neither fow nor reap, if he found 
his produce taken from him by the ftarving loldier. In 
thefe circumftances I muft defire the real friends of our 
prefent happy eftablifhment to confider what might be 
the confequence of the Pretender's being landed amongft 
us at the head of a French army. Would not he be 
looked upon by moft as a third Saviour ? Would not the 
majority of the people join with him, in order to refcue 
the nation from thofe that had brought it into fuch con* 
fufion ? 

" This danger. Sir, is, I hope, one of thofe that may 
be called imaginary ; but I am fure it is far from being 
fo imaginary, as that we have been frightened with in 
this debate, of all the powers of the continent of Europe 
being brought under fuch a flaviCh dependence upon 
France as to join with that nation in conquering this 
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ifland, or in bringing it under the fame flavifli depetidcnce Chap. V. 
with themftlves. ^^-^V'-w' 

: " I had almoft forgot. Sir, to take notice of the fa- 1 741, 
moQs treaty of Worms ; and I wifli after ages may never 
take notice of it. I wifh it could be erafed out of our 
annals, as well as n cords, fo as never to be hereafter 
mentioned *, for that treaty, with its appendix, the con«^ 
vention tliat followed it, is one of the moft deftruftive, 
unjuil and ridiculous treaties we ever made. By that 
treaty we have taken upon ourfelves a burthen which I 
think impoifible for us to lupport ; and we have engaged 
in fuch an zQ. of injuflice towards. Genoa, as mud alarm 
all Europe, and give the French a fignal advantage; 
for from thence all the princes of Europe will fee what 
regard we have to juftice, where we think we have 
power ; and therefore moft of them will probably join 
with France in curtailing our power, or at leaft in prevent- 
ing its increafe. The alliance of Sardinia and his aii^f-. 
tance may, I admit, be of great ufe to us in defeating 
the defigns of the Spaniards in Italy) but gold itfelf may 
be bought too dear j and I am afraid we (hall find the 
purchafe we have made, to be at leaft but a precarious 
bargain, efpecially if Sardinia fhould be attacked by 
France as well as Spain, which will be the certain con- 
i^quence of the fcheme of politics we are now purfuing. 
For thefe reafons, Sir, I hope lio gentleman, nor even 
any miniiler will expe£): that I fliould declare my fatis- 
faftion at that treaty's being concluded. 

•* It is very furprifing. Sir, to hear gentlemen talk of 
the great advantage of unanimity in our proceedings, 
when at the fame time they are doing all they can to 
prevent unanimity. If the Hon. Gentleman had intend- 
ed, that what he propofed (hould be unanimoufly agreed 
to, he would have^returned to the ^ntient cuftom of par- 
liament, which fome of his new friends have fo often 
upon former occafions recommended. It is a new doc- 
trine, to pretend that we. ought, in our addrefs, to re* 
turn Come fort of anfwer to every thing mentioned in his 
Majefty's fpeech. It is a doftrine that has prevailed only 
fince our parliaments began to bok more like a French 
than an Englifh parliament ; and now we pretend to be 
fuch enemies to France, I fufpefted we fliould have laid 
afide this doftrine. The very method of proceeding in 
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Chaf. V. pariiameot muft iliew this dodrine to be falfe. Hb 
v^i^'^-Y-^^ MajeAy's fpeech is not now fo much as under our con-r 
IV43' fideration, but upon a previous order for that purpofe; 
therefore we cannot now properly take notice of its con- 
tents, any further than to determine whether we ought 
to return thanks for it or no ; for even this is what wc 
may refufe, without being guilty of any breach of duty 
to our Sovereign ; but this I believe no gentleman would 
have thought of, if the Hon. Gentleman who made this 
iTiotion had not tacked to it a Ipng and fulfome panc- 
' gyric upon the condufi; of our miniflers. I am convinc- 
ed no gentleman would have obje£ted againft our ex- 
prefling our duly to our Sovereign, and our zeal for his 
fervice, in the moft ftrong and affectionate terms ; oor 
would any gentleman have refufed to congratulatjs his 
Majefty upon any fortunate event happening to the royal 
family ; and the Hon. Gentleman would have defired no 
more, if he had intended that his motion (hould be una- 
nimoudy agreed to ; but as minifters are generally the 
authors and drawers up of the motion, they always have 
a greater regard for themfelves than for the fervice of 
their Sovereign •, and this is the true reafon why fuch 
motions feldom meet with an unanimous approbation. 

" As for the danger, Sir, of our returning, or not 
returning to our national cuftom upon this occafiop^ I 
think it lies wholly upon the fide of our not returning. 
r have (hewn, that the meafures we are now piirfuing 
are fundamentally wrong, and that the longer we dp 
purfue them, the heavier our misfortunes will be. Un- 
lefs feme fignal providence intervenes, experience, L^m 
fure, will confirm what I fay. By the immediate inter* 
vention of Providence, we may, it is true, fucceed in 
the moll improbable fchemes ; but Providence feems to 
be againft us. The fooner therefore we repent, the bet- 
ter it will be for us ; and unlefs repentance begins in 
this Houfe, I (hall cxpe<9fc it no where elfe, *till dire ex- 
perience has convinced us of our being in the wrong. 

" For this reafon I hope, and I wi{h that we may 
now begin, to put a ftop to the farther profecution of 
thefe deftrudlive and dangerous meafures, by refufing 
them bur approbation. If we put a negative upon this 
queilion, it may awaken our minifters out of their de- 
ceitful dreani. If we agree to it, they will dream on, 
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tHl they have dreamed Europe and their country, as Chap. V, 
well as themfelves, into perdition. If they ftop now, v,-*-^,— ^.i/ 
the nation may recover; but if by fuch a nattering ad- i743* 
drcfs we encourage them to go on, it may foon become 
impofTible for them to retreat, and therefore, for the 
fake of Europe, as well as my country, I ihall moil hearf- 
tily join in putting a negative upon this queftion. 

The addrefs was agreed to. 

On the itth of January, 1744, the report 1744.. 
from the committee of fupply being made to the 
houfe, viz. ** That 6^^,3441. be granted, for 
** defraying the charge of 21,558 efFecflive men, 
•'to be employed in Flanders in i744*" Mr. 
Utt fpokc againft agreeing with the commit- 
tee, in this rcfolution, to the following pur- 
port : 

«« As It is not the cuftom, at this time, to lay before Speech 
parliament any information of our public meafures, againft 
which, as well as the motives for adopting them, are too fending 
great fecrets to be communicated to this Houfe, I pro- troops to 
. teft I know nothing of them ; nor can I, from any pub- Flanders, 
lie appearances, judge of them. No man can, who has 
not an intimate correfpondence with fome of our mini- 
ftcrs of the clofet, which I thank God I have hot 5 and 
therefore, if 1 miftake or miftate our Jate or prefent mea- 
fures, 1 hope the gentlemen who think themfelves happy 
in having fuch a correfpondence, will excufe me. 

« There are two points, Sir,^ which ought to be con- 
fidered, and fully difcufled, before we agree to the Hon, 
Gentleman's motion : and that is, the end of our giving 
affiftance to the Queen of Hungary, and the manner in 
which we are to give that affiftance. If the French ftill 
infift upon taking a great part of the Queen of Hungary's 
dominions in Germany from her, and giving them to tne 
£mperor, in order to induce him to agree to their tak- 
ing- Flanders, or fomething elfe tq themfelves, I think 
wc ought to endeavour, t^ftts viribus^ to prevent fuch a 
fcbem?s taking effeft j becaufe I am, and always have 
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CHAf. V. been of opinion, that the monarchy of France is already 

' r^^ mate powerful than is confiftent with the fafcty of Eu- 

1744- rope. I thought fo even before they made the acquifi- 
tion of Lorrain, which they were permitted to do. bT 
a moil crimmal connivance of our miniaers, at a time 
when we had a better opportunity than, I am afraid 
we fliall ever have again for reducing the power of the 
houfe of Bourbon. If this, therefore, wer? the end of 
our giving affiftance to the Queen of Hungary, Iftould 
approve of ourg iving her our utmoft affiftance; yet even 
m this cafe, I ftould not agree to the Hon. Gentleman's 
motion, becaufe I do not approve of the manner he pro- 
poles for giving her our affiftance. *^ 

JlrY' ^"'il^u^ ^J"^"*^'' have entirely departed from 
this fcheme; If they departed from it as f<^n as they 
found themfelves abandoned by Pruffia and Saxonvj if 
they were then willing, as I believe they were, to re- 
ftore the peace of Germany, upon the fingle condition 
of the Queen of Hungary's reftoring to the Emperor his 
hereditary dominions, I think we ought not to have en! 
couraged her, by our affiftance, to have continued the 
war in Germany, and much lefs ought we to encourag^ 
<her, which I am afraid we do. to think of procuring, £ 
our affiftance, an equivalent from France, for what <£ 
has yielded to Pruflk and Saxony in Germany. U^ 

as much as I do of the manner; and I difapprove of it 
, m becaufe I (hould not be glad to fee thTZer of 
France reduced, but becaufe I thing the prefentave^ 
.mpropertimc, euher for the Queen of Hungary or ^ 
to think of ,t. There is a ceri^n fpirit which prevaUs 
and by which courts as well as private men are goveSed! 
This fpin , a wife and confiderate minifter will always 
have great regard to, and will take his meafures acS 
ing y ; for the world is not to be direfted by everjS 
that may enter mto the head of an ignorant thoLI ^ 

Sr^F^'^^r. ^h-''"'-' Schemes' ofTe'S; 
King of France had ra.fed a fpirit of jealoufy aeainft tW 
monarchy, m almoft every court of Lroje! wS ^t 
duced feveral confederacies againft it, ^d one at hft 
which brought it to the brink^f perdition sfnce hi 
death, the court of France, being made Tnfible by ex 
penence of the danger of raifing ich a fpirit"^ gLSl 
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ed againft doing fo as much as poiEble^ fo that there is Chap. V. 
now no fuch fpirit in any court in Europe ; but, on the ^^^^^^^>^^ 
contrary, there, is a fpirit of jealoufy among all the' 1744* 
Princes of Germany againft the power of the houfe of 
Auftria } therefore no one court in Europe will join with 
us and the Queen of Hungary, in this proje£l againft 
France. 

«« When I fay fo, Sir, I mean humanly fpeaking; 
for the race,^ I know, is not to the fwift, nor the battle 
to the ftrong, Suppofe then that Providence (hould 
work miracles in our favour, and give us unexpected 
fuccefs againft France in t^e execution of this defign., 
Suppofe their armies, like that of the Midianttes, fhould 
fet avery man his fword againft his fellow, and their 
walls, like thofe of Jericho, fall down flat before us ; 
yet can we fuppofe, that the Princes of Germany, who 
arc fo jealous of the power of the houfe of Auftria, efpe- 
cially fuch of them as have lately got hold of fome part 
of the Auftrian territories ; I fay, can we fuppofe^ that 
thofe princes would fit ftill and fee the power of the 
houfe of Auftria vaftly increafed, and the monarchy of 
France very much reduced, when it is fo. evident, that 
the prefervation of the pofTefTions they have fo lately ac« 
quired, and perhaps their future independency, muft 
depend chiefly upon the friendfiiip and alliftance of 
France ? It is, I think, almoft certain, that in cafe of 
our fucefs, they would all unite together for putting a 
ftop to it. 

«« Thus, Sir, if the procuring the Queen of Hungary 
an equivalent from France, be the end or defign of our 
maintaining an army in Flanders, it is fo evidently im- 
practicable, that I am convinced it cannot be the true 
end. It muft be a pretence made ufe of for covering fome 
hidden defign, which our minifters dare not own, and 
which would certainly coft fome of them their heads, if 
it fliould be proved upon them. I mean that of laviQi- 
ing the blood and treafure of England, for the fake of 
getting an opportunity to maintain 16,000 Hanoverians, 
or for the fake of getting fome little territories added to 
the dominion^ of that Electorate. And if the end be 
to defeat the French in their fcheme of taking a great 
part of the Queen of Hungary's dominions from her, 
and giving them to the Emperor, that he may confent to 
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Chap. V. fome additions being made to their monarchy, we ought 
\,^>iiyiM>^ to be well convinced^ that there is ftill fome fuch fcheme 
•1744. in petto^ before we sgree to load our country with fo 
great an expence \ becaufe from the public accounts we 
nave grcal reafon to believe, that, if ever the French 
had fuch a fcheme, they have now given it up; and be- 
caufe we have no reafon to believe, that the French would 
embark in a fcheme which mud be attended with great 
danger, difficulty and expence to them, when unaffifted 
by any of the Princes of Germany. The only hopes 
they C2(n now have of being able to execute fuch a 
fcheme^ mufi arife from our encouraging the Queen of 
Hungary to oe immoderate in her demands, which may 
raife the jealoufy of the German Princes to fuch a height, 
as may force them to join again in alliance with Fraqce, 
for reducing her power, and putting an end to her am- 
bitious views. 

«< In all I have yet faid, Sir, I have not mentioned 
Italy, becaufe I believe no one is fo ignorant as to fup- 
pofe, that in order to afSft the Queen of Hungary to 
preferve her dominions in Italy, the beft method is to 
form an army in Flanders, or to attempt to make an im- 
preilion upon Fiance on that fide, where every one 
knows their monarchy is the beft guarded, and the lead 
fufceptible of an impreffion; therefore, no one furely 
will pretend, that this is the end of our forming or main- 
taining an army in Flanders. 

" I fhall now, Sir^^ confider the manner in which we 
ought to affift the Queen of Hungary ; and let the end 
be what it will, I am very fure the manner propofed is 
in every refpe£): wrong. I muft lay it down, and I (hall 
always confider it as a certain maxim, that we ought 
never to think of aflifting any of our allies upon the con- 
tinent with a great number of troops. If we fend any 
of our troops to their aflliftance, it ought always to be, 
rather with a view to give our gentlemen an opportu- 
nity to improve themfeives in the military art, than with 
^ view to aflift our allies. They have no occafion for 
our men, and the Queen of Hungary lefs than any other. 
She has men» and brave men too, in abundance. She 
only wants money to arm and fupport them Therefore, 
the only manner in which we ougnt to think of fupport- 
^ng her, or any other of our allies upon the coatinent]^ 
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is with our money and our navy. And my rcafon for Cha^. V. 
laying this down as a maxim is, not only becaufe the s^^^-v"^,,^ 
fea is our natural element, but becaufe it is dangerous 1744. 
to our liberties, as well as deflrufliive to our trade, to 
encourage great numbers of our people to make the pro- 
feilion of arms their trade, fo as to depend upon that 
alone for their livelihood., A farmicr, a day-labourer, 
a cobler, may be a good foldier, if you tat^e care to have 
him properly difciplined, and always will be ready to 
defend his country, in cafe of an attack ; but as he hac 
another way of living, he may be a good fubjeA ; whereas 
a man who has no other way of living, can never be a 
good fubje£l^ efpecially Jn a free country; and for this 
reafon we ought to have as few of them 9s poflible, either 
abroad or at home. At lead, they ought niever to be 
kept long ir\ the fervice ; for after a long difufe, there 
are very few of them can afterwards turn to any induf- 
trious employment for their fupport, 

<< Another reafon is. Sir, becaufe cuftom has made 
our troops more expenfive than thofe of any ojher coun* 
try ; and therefore our money will always be pf more 
fervice to our allies, becaafe it will enable them to raife 
and maintain a greater number of troops than we can 
furnifli them with for the fame fum of money. This, 
Sir, I fliall prove by figures, which are fuch ilrange ob- 
ftinate things, that they will not twifl: aiid wind at the 
pleafure of a minifter, or any of his orators^ By the 
motion now made to us, our own troops in Flanders are 
to coft us for the next year 634,3441. and, I fuppofe, 
the 16,000 Hanoverians will cod us near 4cp,oocl. To 
thefe two fums 1 (hall add 2oo,oool. for waggon money, 
dry and green forage, douceurs, and the like; for I be- 
lieve MX (ball find, that this article for the laft year 
amounts to a much larger fum. Thefe three articles make 
1,234,3441. I fhall call it the even fum of i,2po,oooh 
which we muft pay next year, for maintaining an army 
of 37,000 men, one third part of whiph I fliall fi^pofe 
to be horfe or dragoons. Now, if we h^id fent this fum 
to the Queen of Hungary, let us fee what an additional, 
number of mep ihe might have maintained wUh it* 
Sy feveral treaties, and particularly by the acceflion of 
of the States- General to the Vienna- treaty of 173 1, the 
charge of i coo foot is fixed at 1.0,000 guilders per 

mpnth: 
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Chap* V. month : which in fterling moftcy, at the rate of lo guil- 
v-i'*V"^w' ders \6 (livers per pound ftefiing, is 926I. and the 
1744» charge of 1000 horfe is fixed at 30,000 guilders for the 
fame time^ which is 2778I. fo that i,2oo,oool. would 
have maintained near 108,000 for the Queen of Hun- 
gary, or near 36,000'hprfe; or it would have maintain'* 
e3 an army for her of 54,000 foot, and 18,000 horfc 
for the enfuing year ; and I mud a(k even our minifters^ 
if they do not think, that an additional army of 72,000 
men, to be cnAployed wherever (he pleafed, would have 
been of more fervice to her and the common catife, as 
they are pleafed to call it, than our 37,000 men in Flan- 
ders ? For though I will not allow that any of her troops 
are better than the Briti(h, yet I may take upon me to 
fay, that the word of her troops are better than the 
Hanoverians were ever yet fuppofed to be. 
^ ** But now. Sir, fuppofe we could think it of advan* 
' tage to the common caufe to aflSft the Queen of Hungary 
with troops inftead of money, the very worft place we 
could think of fending thefe troops to, or employing 
them in, is Flanders. If we had formed no army there, 
the French would have formed no army there, nor would 
they have attacked any place there, for fear of provok- 
ing, the Dutch to declare againft them. Whereas, if 
we form an army next fummer in Flanders, though we 
do not begin to aft ofFenfively with that army, as I 
firmly believe we do not intend to do, it may furni(h the 
French with an cxcufe for attacking the Queen of Hun- 
gary in that country, and that excufe may be admitted 
by the Dutch, who feem at prefent to have no fort of 
jealoufy of France ; and for that, as well as feveral other 
reafons, they feem refolved not to enter into any of our ro- 
mantic fchemes. If we muft affift the Queen of Hungary 
with troops, why did they not (lay and take winter quar- 
ters in Germany, or upon the Rhme, by which we might 
have fecurcd a pa(rage for Prince Charles in the fpring .^ 
If it be alledged that the princes and circles of the em- 
pire would not adn«it of our troops taking winter quar- 
ters within the empire, this of itfelf alone was a good 
reafon for our calling home our troops, difmi(fing our 
mercenaries, and refolving to 3(5(1 the Queen of Hun- 
gary for the future, as We ought to have done from the 

beginningi 
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beginning, folely with our money, and our fquadron in Chap. V. 
the Mediterranean. v,-^<^-^*i^ 

«* In (horty Sir, as I could at firfl: fee no reafon for *744* 
fending our troops to Flanders, unlefs it was to furnifh 
^our minifters with a pretence for loading us with the 
maintenance of 16,000 Hanoverians, I can now fee no 
reafon for our keeping them there, unlefs it be to fur- 
nifh a pretence for continuing that load upon us ; and 
as I think our keeping them there may be attended with 
infinite danger to the caufe of the Queen of Hungary, 
I. cannot therefore agree with the report of the com- 
mittee.'' 

The report was agreed to. 

Some apology or explanation is neccflary for Explana- 
inferting the preceding fpeeches, under the name t^^^"' 
of Mr. Pitt, — The reader has undoubtedly ob- 
fcrvcd, that the ftilc rn which they are written, 
does not feem to prefcrve Mr. Pittas language, or 
phrafe ; but ihey have been printed in the par- 
liamentary debates of this period ; and it has not 
come to the editor's knowledge that there is any 
better, or even any other account of them. They 
were written by a Mr. Gordc^n, a minifter of the 
church of Scotland, originally for the London 
Magazine — when Dr. Samuel Johnfon ceafed to 
write the fpeeches for the Gentleman's Maga- 
zine ; or rather when Cave^ the printer of that 
mifcellany, was punifhed for printing ihem; — 
Gordon continued fome Iketches of them, with 
lefs accuracy, and in inferior language, but with 
more attention to the argument, until the death 
oi Frederick Prince of Wales, in 1751. His prac- 
tice was to go to the coffee- houfes contiguous to 
Weftminfter Hall; where he frequently heard 

the 
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Chat. V. the members convcrfing with each other, upon • 
1744. ^^^^ palled in the Houfe ; and fometimea be? 
gained admiffion into the gallery ; and as he was 
known to a few of the gentlemen, two or three 
of them, upon' particular occafions, furniftied hin> 
with fome information. 

The vigorous oppofition which Mr. Pitt had 
made in parliament, to the mcafures purfued for 
the defence of Hanover, raifed him very high 
in the efteem of the Englifh nation. He had for 
fome years been admired as an orator-*— he was 
now revered as a patriot. The fpirit and energy 
Which difliriguifhed his pafrliametitary condaft, 
evinced that he was atfluBted by principle, not 
by an illiberal paflion, to difplay the fuperiority 
of his talents ; fhat his oppofition was the refult 
of convidion, not of pique ; that it was not 
founded in a perfonal confidefation of the mert 
who held the offices of government, but in aa 
indignant abhorrence of the meafures, which, he 
faid, infulated Great Britain, from a participa- 
tion of the advantages her mortey was voted ta 
procure, and gave her a right to demand. 

Duchcfg Amongft the many perfons of elevated rank, 
bL^Vh', ^^^ honoured this condudl of Mr. Pitt with the 
legacy, vvarmeft approbation, was the late »S'^;;^i& Duchefs 
Dowager of Marlborough. This lady, by a 
codicil to her will, dated ou the iiih of 
Auguft, I744» gave to Mr. Pitt a legacy in 
thcfc words: * 

* She died in Odober following, and the money wai paid. 

" i alfo 
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" I alfa give to fVilliam Pitt, of the parilli of Chap. V. 
•' St. James's, within the liberty of Wcftmki- "^--^r-*^ 
** fter, Efq; the fum of ten rhoufand pounds, 
** upon account of his merit, in the noble de- 
** fence-he has made for the fupport of the laws 
•' of England, and to prevent the ruin of his 
" country.** 



CHAR 
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CHAR VI. 

State bf the Miniftry^Lord Carlijle difappQtnted of 
the Privy Seal — Lord Cobham joins the Pelbams 
— JLord Granville oppofed in Council, and refigns 
— The Broad Bottom Miniftry appointed — Mr. 
Pitt's reply to Sir Francis Dajbwood, on the Ad- 
drefs — Mr Pittas reply to Mr. Hume Campbell^ 
on the Nohlemerfs new raifed Regiments. 

• 

Jt ROM the lime that Sir Robert IValpole had 

(been compelled to relinquifli the government, 

»744' the Briti(h councils had not been influenced by 

the principles of any fyftem, plan, or regulation. 

State of It was a government of expedients, proceeding 

the mini- fortuitoufly ; too cowardly to ad upon a bold 

*^^' meafure, and too ignorant to frame a wife one. 

The members of the cabinet being compofed of 

Deferters from all parties, became a fadion, 

without confidence in each other. Lord Bath^ 

who had been their creator, was the only cement^ 

which held them together. 

It has been obferved, that Lord Carteret , who 
had been made Secretary of State by Lord Bath^ 
- had gained an afcendancy in the clofet, by fa- 
vouring the predilections of the King, refpeding 
Hanover. This afcendancy alarmed the other 
members of the cabinet. ^ They beheld, with 
jealoufy, Lord Carteret^ encreafing influence* 
with the King. There was, however, a manly 

firmnefs 
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fifmnefe ind conftitution^I dignity in Lord Car- 
iirst^s conduct. His German meafures were al* 
wdys comrtlunicated to the Britifli cabinet in the 1744, 
Jirft inftince ; Aor was there any attempt ever 
made to Carry them irito execuiiott, until they 
hdd been |>ropofed to, and adopted by, his col- 
' ksgues in office. But had the King concerted 
ihetn/ecretfyf and not communicated the infor- 
njation to hid firiti(h minifters, until it was nc- 
^effary to involve his Britilh dominions in the 
ekpence, and when it was too late to make any 
alteration ; it is more than probable, that there 
w^s not not a gentleman, either in or out of 
court, at that time, who, if he had been Secret 
tairy of State, would hot, in fuch a cafe, have laid 
the Seals at his Majefty*s feet. 

It has long been feert clearly, ^nd faid by wife 
ritid honeft men, that the foundation pf all othef 
faflions, is the fadion at coiart. The court fac* 
tion, which had been laiely formed by Lord 
Bdib, gave rife to feveral fadlions. During thefe 
difputesi Lord Cobham and his friends, kept 
dloof. 

The unfctiled ftate of the rtiniflry was made 
apparent to the whole kingdom, by the conten- 
tion amongft them for the Privy Seal, which 
Lord Gower had refigned. — Lord Bath, who in- 
terfered upon the occafion, and afFcdted to aft by 
the authority of the King, fenj for Lord Carlifle, 
and affured his Lordftiip he (hould be appointed 
Privy Seal ; and Lord Carlijle thought himfelf fo 
certain of the place, that he informed hi^ friends 
Vol. L H the 
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CHAf. the appointment was made* The Pelbams re- 

^y^^ fifled this fcheme of Lord Bath's with all their 
1744. might; and the Duke of Newcaftle went to the 
King, and demanded the place for Lord Cholmon- 
deley. Thofe who knew the. King, faid his Ma- 
jcfty was taken by furprife, and confented with 
reludlance. Several other alterations were made, 
by which the power of Lord Baih's friends was 
decreafed, and that of the Pelbams advanced. 
This arrangenp.ent> however, was but of (hort 
duration. The two parties continued to ftrugglc 
for fuptriority, 

A war with France was the favourite meafure 
of the King at this time, on account of bis Ger- 
man dominions ; which were expofed to the en- 
mity of France, by his alliance wiih the court of 
Vienna ; and Lgrd Carteret^ now Earl Granville^ 
by the death of his mother, entering fully into 
his Majefty's views refpedling this war, became 
^ fnvourite in the clofet. 

The circumflance of a favourite in that fitua- 
tion, was a matter of great alarm to thofe, who 
could fiot endure a rival. Sixteen thoufand Ha- 
noverian troops were laft year taken into Britilh 
pay. This meafure was extremely obnoxious to 
the nation. Lord Granville a\owtd the meafure, 
and being fecure, as he thought of the King's 
fupport, he treated His colleagues with fome 
hauteur, in a debate in council upon it. 

Lord The Pelkams were now convinced, that Lord 

Cobham Granville was both their rival and their enemy ; 

^Peihama. ^"^ therefore they refolved, to remove, if pof- 
fible, fo dangerous a competitor. In order to 

carry 
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carry this point, their firft ftep was to ftrengthen Chaf. 
their party. They made overtures to Lord Cob- ^^* 
bantf who, at the requeft of the Duke of Nino- ij^^. 
tajik, met his Grace at Lord Harrington*s. At 
this meeting, the acceffion of Lord Cobham was 
fettled* The principal terms were, that the ex- 
pence of the Hanoverian meafures (hould be di- 
nrini(hed, and that his L6rdfliip*s friends ftiould 
be included in the next change of the miniftry. 
With refpetfl to his Lordlhip, and the Gren- 
viHe% the matter was eafy—- all the difficulty 
was concerning Mr. Pitt. The King had enter- 
tained a violent prejudice againft him, on ac- 
count of his oppofition to German meafures. 
This prejudice, Lord Granville was fuppofed to 
have encreafed, by dating in the clofet, more 
than once, Mr. Pitt's parliamentary conduft, in 
the moft unfavourable light. The Duke of New- 
caftle promifed to remove this prejudice from the 
King's mind, and to accommodate Mr. Pitt at a 
fature period, which, he affured Lord Cobham, 
fliould not be far diftant. 

The jundlion of Lord Cobham with the Pelhams, 
influenced feveral others to follow his example ; 
fuch as Sir John Hind Cotton, Mr. fP'aller, Mr. 
Doddington, and many more ; fo that this junc- 
tion had the efFecfl of a coalition of parties. In- 
deed it muft be confefled, that all parties, ex- 
cept Lord BatFs, joined in oppofing Lord Gran-- 
ville. 

This union was negociated, and completed, 
during the fummer and autumn of 1744. The 

H z firft 
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Chap, firft efFeifls of it were felt by Lord Granville^ ia 
^Jlh,^ a council, called on the alSairs of Hanover, pre- 

1744. vious to the meeting of parliament ; wbep his . 
Lordfhip propofed to continue the fix teen thou- 

Granville ^^^^ Hanoverian troops in Britifli pay, for the 
oppofcd in year 1745. ^^^^ propofition was ftrongly op- 
council. pofe^j^ and the council divided upon it. Four. 
and himfelf were for it, and eleven againft it. 
Eight thoufand only was the number agreed 
upon. 
Lord Upon this defeat, Lord Granville took his re- 

GrcnviUe folution to refign.; and accordingly waited on his 
''c'g°»* Majefty on Tuefday, the fourteenth of Novem- 
ber, 1744, ^^^ refigned the Seals. 

A new admioiftraiion was irnmediately form* 
ed ; or perhaps had been already formed, which, 
from the circumftance of its having arifen out of 
the coalition of parlies, already mentioned, was 
commonly denominated the Broad Bottom, [The 
particulars of this change, the reader will find in 
the general lift of changes, at the end of the work.] 
Parliament met in November, 1744, and exhi* 
bited fuch a fcene of unanimity, as had not been 
feen fince the King's acceffion- The feflion clof- 

1745. ed the fecond of May, 1745; immediately after 
which, the King went to Hanover; having firft 
added Lord Cobham to the lift of Lords Juftices, 
for the adminiflration of government during his 
abfence, created him Field Marftiall and given 
him a regiment of horfe (late Neville's.) 

InOftober, 1745, parliament met, on account 
of the Scots rebellion. There. was a (hort debate 
upon the addrefs, in anfwer to the King's fpeech, 

occafioned 
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occaiioned by an atnendtnent offered by Sii^ Pfarr: tSfAt. 

CIS Dajbwood, afterwards Lord Le Defpencer^ ex- . *" 

pr^ffing, *'TtiaLfqr the firmer eftabliihoMin! of^'T^JJ^ 

♦* his Majefty^s throne on the fqlid bafis of hfa 

** people's afleftions, it (hall be our fpeedy care 

" to frame fuch bills, as may efFcAuaJly fecure 

** to his Majtefty's fi^bje(5^s the perpetual enjoy- 

•• ment of their undoubted rights to be freely 

** and faifly ^ep^efentcd in padi^nacnts, frer 

•* quemly cho^fen, and exempted from undue 

*^* influence of every kind." 

The motion- was feconded by Sir John PhiUips. 

Mr. Pitt oppofed the motion. — ^Thc amendment, he Mr. Pht't 
faid, being offered at a time fo extremely Improper as the reply, 
prefiant, was fraught with a dangerous tendency. There .. „ 
was only one motive to which this niotion could \k * 

afcxibed ;' and it was, to make mintfters odious in the 
eyes of the people, if they put a negative upon it. But 
the contrary, however, he would venture to fay would 
be the fa£b ; for, although motions of this kind are aU 
ways popular, yet tA this bou« of diftrefa and difficulty, 
when rebellion raged in the kingdom, and an inTaiion 
£rom Ffaoce was expe<Eled, when the people were feri* 
oufly intent upon meafures of the higheil confequence, 
they could not think favourably of thofe, who attempted 
•to draw off their attention from fubje£Vs of alarm, to 
points of fpeculation. In fuch circumftance fliall we, he 
H&ed, employ ourfclvcs, in contriving bills to guard our 
liberties from corruption, when we are in danger of lot 
ing them, and evqry thing elfe that is dear to us, by the 
force of arms ? Would not this be lilbe a man's amufing 
himfelf with making regulations to prevent his fervants 
chciatiiig him, at the very time that thieves were break- 
ing uito hift houfe i But why are we to introduce this 
fubjeft into the addrefs ?— No country, no city, nor 
corporation have rcqucfted their reprefcntatives to bring 
in any fuch bills— the people are every where engaged in 

making 
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ti}UT' leaking fubfcriptions, and forming aflbciationsi for de- 
yi. tending their Sovereign, and themfelves, againd thofe^ 
^i«-y-r>-/ who have traiteroufly confpired to rob him of his crown, 
}7iS* and them of their liberties. Do gentlemen wifli to give 
a turn to the fpirit of the people, to create a contention 
about the condltution, that the kingdom may fall an c^ff 
prey to the enemy ? — ^«If, Sir, I did not know the Hon- 
ourable Gentlemen, who made and feconded this motion, 
I (hould really fufpe£): their haYing fome fuch defign; 
and however much I may, from my own perfonal know- 
ledge, be convinced, that they have no fuch defign, 
they may be aflured, that if they do not withdraw their 
motion, the fufpicion will be ftrong againfl: them, amongft 
jthofe perfons who have not the honour of their acquain- 
tance.*' 

The motion was negatived, without a divifion. 

On the fourth of November, 1745, the HoHt 
Alexander Hume Campbell^'* brother to Lord 
Marchmonty moved. That an addrefs be prefent- 
ed to his Majefty, moft humbly to befeech his 
Majefty, that the officers in the newf regi- 

* This gentleman had been brought into parliament on 
purpofc to oppofc Mr. Pi//. Some time after, he left his 
friends, and was appointed Solicitor General to the Prince of 
Wales ; bqt on the fecond of February, 1746, he was difmif- 
fed from that Prince's fcrvicc. 

f Several noblemen having raifed regiments on account of 
the Scots Rebellion, for the Service of his Majefty, thefc new 
legiments were^ 

HORSE. Marquis of Gmnby's, 

Duke of Montagu's Earl of Cholmondeley 's, 

Duke of Kingfton's. Earl of Halifax's, 

FOOT* Lord Vifcount Falmouth's, 

Duke of 3ohon'8, Lord Vifcount Harcourt's, 

Duke of Bedford's, . Lord Gower's, 



)uke of Montagu^ Lord Herbert's, 

Duke of Ancafttr's Lord Edgecumbe's. 



men tS| 



( I03 ) 

mcnts, now faifing, or already rai fed, may not. Chaf. 
be allowed any rank, after thofe regiments ^re ^Y^* 
broke. 174^. 

Mr. Pitt reprobated this motion with warmth and Mr. Pltt't 
indignation. He faid, that a commifTion, and the rank reply to 
implied by it, were infeparable. A commifCon <:on- Mr.Hume 
tained a power conferred by the King, by which the Campbell, 
perfon who received it, became fubordinate to fome, 
and fuperior to others. The motion, he contended, 
was irrational, contrary to common fenfe, and imprac- ^-S* 
ticablc, as well as impolitic; by tending to difcouragc 
thofe noble perfons, who were exerting their utmoft in- 
fluence in the fervice of their country. The officers 
who are to be employed under them, are, by this mo- 
tion, he faid, to be ftigmatized, as unworthy of rank. 
Thefe gentlemen are not driven into the army by ne- 
ceffity i but are offering themfelves to fcrve tbeir coun- 
try in the day of diftrefs, from motives of the warmefl: 
zeal. And (hall we difgrace thefe men ? Shall we check 
their noble and generous ardour in the hour of danger i 
Thofe who defire the Houfe to agree to this motion, 
cannot be ferious, or if ferious, cannot be aware of 
the obvious conftrudlion of their condu<El. — Is this 
the time, he afked, that loyalty ought to be ftigma- 
tized, inftead of being rewarded with honour ? Are 
gentlemen endeavouring to obtain that objed): by o\f^ 
lique paths, from which they are reftrained in the 
direfl way? The motion at beft is fufpicious ; it is 
paradoxical. 

The argument in fupport of the motion, is an infult 
upon the whole army ; for it is this. That the army will 
behold with difcontent this new promotion of officers. 
The very aflertion is an impeachment of tlje allegiance 
of the army. It would be a reproach to the dignity of 
this Houfe, if our deliberations here, ;wcre to be influ- 
enced by the views of any clafs of men. The right of 
deciding what meafures are moft conducive to the pub- 
lic intereft and iecurity, belongs i^ot to the army, but 
(o this Houfe. 

Thofe 
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Thofe iirho adyifp us to deny rank to th^ new o^ccrsp 
advife iis to deny what the King has already granted^ 
' and what he had an undoubted right to grant ;— they 
i74i* advife us to vacate bis commii&ons, and to bre.ak his 
promifes ; — they advife us to weaken him, at the time 
that he wants the moft afliftaope ; ^nd to (li^ew to our 
enemies, that he is at variance witlx hip p«rliai»eflt. 

The motion was negatived. 
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CHAR VIL 

Errors of Hiflory-^Lord Bath at Court^^His over- 
tures to lord Cobbam — Duke of Nev)C{iftle ajks 
the Place of Secretary at IV^r for Mr. Pitt, and 
is refufed-^MiniJiry refi^n — ifQrd Granville ap- 
pointed Secretary of State — l.Qrd Granville rejigns^ 
and the ht^ MinUiry reftoredr-^Mr. Pitt made Vice 
fr^afurer of Ireland^ and aft(ris;>ards\ Paymajier 
— Makes no private ufe Qf ibe public money in bif 
hands— Hefufes to accept the per^uijite of office on 

\ the Sardinian Subfidy. 

H E verfatifity of ceurts has befen the po- Chaf. 
pular theme of writers, during feveral of *'^«,^J|^^^ 
latter cetituries. It would have beeci more to xi^%. 
the honour of hiftory, had the caufes of fuch 
mutability been explained. But it has been the 
misfortune of the public, that few of the "^o^^^'n Errors of 
hlftorians have been in fituations in which tbeyhiftoiy. 
might obtain true information. This has more 
than once occafioned Lord Mansfield^ and other 
great men to fay, that nothing is fo falfe as 
hifiory. Tindall, Smollett Goldfmitb^ and a long 
train of others, have ftated, that about this time 
a very extraordinary change took place in the 
Britifli miniftry. That Lord Granville was made 
minifter, and the Pelbams refigned ; — that in a 
few days afterwards Lord Granville refigned, and 

the 
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Chaf. the Pelbatns were reftored. The London Ga- 
^^^^^ zette furnifhes them with the appointments and 

1745. the dates, which are the only fads to be depend- 
ed upon : all the reft being of their own inven- 
. tion. Dr. Newton fays, that Lord Batb wrote an 
account of thefe tranfadions, at the defire of 
George the Second ; but that on the death of his 
fon, Lord Pulteney, in the reign of George the 
Third, his Lordftiip burned ii-^Fide indignus. 
If it had been.writien at the defire of the King, 
it is more than probable, that it would have been 
publilhed. — However, if it was not more true, 
than the account of the great change in the mini- 
ftry in the year 1742, written by the fame hand, 
and given us by Dr. Newton, the lofs is not im- 
portant nor worthy of regret. 

Upon the King's return from Hanover, Lord 
Cobham claimed of the Duke o( Newcajile, the 
performance of his promife, refpeding Mr. Pitt. 
The Duke wilhed to poftpone the matter ; but 
Lord Cobham infifted upon it. At length his 
Grace undertook to lay the affair before the 
King. A more unfavourable period could nol 
have been chofen. The King was at this time 
diffaiisfied with the conduift of his minifters. 
The difmiflion of the eight thoufand Hanove- 
rians, he imputed to their perfonal djflike of 
Lord Granville] BwA the rapid progrefs of the 
rebellion, he imputed to their negligence, while 
he was abroad. He fufpeded that the Pelbams 
were averfe to war, which was true; and he 
had conceived an idea, probably from Lor^l 
^r^ffville, when minifter, that war at this time^ 
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was only refource. It was an omiffion in the Chat. 
Broad Bottom treaty, that Lord Hatb had not been /^h. 
profcribed ; for foon after the King's return from ^y^^. 
the continent, his Lord (hip appeared at wurt 
feveral times— and was each time honoured with^^^^y,^ 
an audience. His own friends have faid, that in 
thefe audiences, he did not fail to exaggerate 
the caufes of the King's difguft with his fervants^ 
and to flaiter the abilities of his friend, Lor4. 
Granville, and to warmly rejirefent his zeal for 
his Majefty. The French war was Lord Gran- 
villis favourite meafure. It was alfo the King's. 
On this great point, as well as in fome leffer 
.ones, there was a coincidence of fentiment, 
which naturally led to a partiality in favour of 
Lord Granville. 

During the time that Lord Bat}) was thus im- Lord 
proving his intercft in the clofet, he made over- Bath's of- 
tares to Lord Cobbam, with a view to form a new L^Jcob. 
adminillration ; in which he offered to includeiiaai. 
Mr. Pitt. But Lord Cobbam returned an anfwer 
iqriporting, that Lord Bath had deceived him in 
1742, and he (hould bot dupe him in 1745. 
This refufal of Lord Cobbam^ gave his Lordfhip 
a ftronger claim upon the Duke of Newcafile. 
The common language of Lord BatWs and Lord 
Granville's friends at thi?* time, was, that the 
King wa9 furrounded by.M fadion; that he was 
a prifoner upon his throne ; and that an admini* 
ftration on a broader bottom ought to be formed, 
for the intereft of the country, and for the emanr 
fipation of the King. 

At length the Pelbams took the alarm ; and 
yrhpiher^ from the apprehcnfion of lofing Lord 

Cobbam^ 



war, 
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Chaf. CMam, or of lofing their places, or both; the 

^^^^^^^^^ of Newcajile refolved to lay before hw 

174^. Majefty, a lift of (bmc alterations in the inferior 

departments gf government, which they intend- 

intenSd ^^ ^^ make, in order to introduce Mr. JPin ; 

forfecre- who, in this arrangement, they proposed for 

taryat fect-etary at war, in the roon^ of Sir tf^illiam 

Tounge, to be made one of the vice treaforera of 

Ireland. But when the King came to Mr. Ptik's 

name, he gave an immediate and pofitive refufal 

to the whole lift. The Duke ftated to his Ma- 

jefty his engagement with Lord Cobbam ; the 

King angrily replied, tb^n he muft bnak bis ni' 

gagement* . 

Lord Bath and Lord GranvilU inftantly feiied 
this opportunity of improving their influence in 
the clofet. Their friends applauded in the 
warmeft terms of panegyric, the fpirit which the 
King had (hewn in the rcjedion of Mr. Pkt ; and 
they added, *' that Lord Bath had advifed hi« 
** Majefty to ft and fteady, and be true to his 
** own intereft." 

In confequence of the King*s negative on the 
propofed employinent of Mr, P;//, the Duke of 
N^wcaftli met Lord Cobbam again at Lord Har^- 
rwgton's. After fomeconverfation on the necef- 
lity of reftgning, and the Duke faying, that Lord 
Hardwicke was decidedly of that opinion, and 
had both fuggefted and warmly recommended it, 
the Duke put this quefiion— Will Lord Cobbam, 
and his friends, adhere to us (the Pelbams) in and 
out of court, if we engage, never to negociate 
with the court, without including Lord Cobbam 

and 
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and all his friends?** Lord Cobham tonfeSkd, Chap. 
the propofition wad fo handfomc» he could not, ^^Y}}lj 
as a man of honour, refufe giving it his mod 1745,. 
hearty afient* This compadb being made, and 
the iinioti thus cemented, between the gfdat pafr** 
liaoientary interefts, aiKi the great parhamentary 
abilities, the Pelbams now conftdered thetsifclves 
firong ienbugh to combat any fadion, however 
favoured and fupported it might be in the 
clofei. 

The mtafure of a general refignaiton was im- 
mediately adopted. Accordingly, on the next 
day, February 10, 1746, the Duke of Ne^mcajile ''^^ ' 
and Lord HarringtuH refighed. The King im- Miniftry, 
mediately gave the Duke*s Seals to Lord Gran- refign, 
'Utile. But the following day, Mr. Pelham, Lord 
Hardwicke,t Lord Pembroke^ Mr. l-egge^ Mr. George 
Gren'Oille^ and feveral others, all M^ent to court, 
and reiigned their employments. Neither the 
King, nor Lord Bath were prepared for this 
ftroke. They had not the leaft expectation of 
it. And they vi^re informed, that feveral noble- 
men and gentlemen, who held commiffions in 
the army, were preparing to refign in a few days. 
The Kingi Lord Bath^ and Lord Granville^ were 
alarmed beyond expreffion at thefe refignations. 
It was upon thisoccafion only, that the King dif- 
covered his own infignificancy. He found, that 
the afiurances of men, without alliances, were no 
fupport to a Sovereign ; and that if a King would 
be maintained iii his royalty, he muft take 
thofe into his fervice, who have the greateft in- 
fluence 
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Chaf. fluehce amongft his fubjetf^s. It is a mBxim, 
^Jj^f* that a King without his people, is either more 

1746. than he ought to be, or lefs than he (hould be. 
Lord Granville faw the ftorm gathering round the 
political hemifphere ; and having no other fup- 
port than his great friend Lord Bath, who bad 
loft all cfteem with the nation, by his treacher- 
ous conduA in 1742, he refolved to defert bts 
own chimerical enterprize, and refign alfo. 

If it was cruel, or unhandfome, in the whigs 
to leave the King, when he had given his confi- 
dence to their enemies; it was infinitely more 
cruel and inhuman in thofe new favourites, to 
abandon their Sovereign, whom they firft de- 
ceived with promifes, which they knew tljey 
could not perform, and next betrayed to the 
mercy of his late fervants ; whofe return to office 
they now barbaroufly obliged him to folicit^ 
without making one effort to accomplilh that pre- 
tended emancipation^ with which they afFedled ta 
colour the motive of their prefumption. 

But the whigs took no advantage of the dif- 
treffes of the King. When his Majefty fent for 
them to refume their offices, they only flipulated 
for leave to fulfil, their engagements. They aflc- 
ed no peerages, they fecured no reverfions, they 
demaded no penfions ; and above all, however 
odious the royal attachment to Hanover was be- 
come, they offered no illiberal refentment to the 
royal mind upon that account, by which they 
might have obtained an unlimited popularity. 
They did not leave the King, until he had with- 
drawn himfelf from them ; nor did they with- 
hold 
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hold their fupport, the moment he was difpofcd Chap. 
to receive it. They all returned to office on the ,^Yi^ 
fourteenth of February, 1746; fo that Lord 1746. 
Granvilh^s adminiftration laded three whole days. . 
In the new arrangement, Mr. Pitt was made a rcappoint- 
vice treafurer of Ireland. The reft of the changes cd. 
the reader will find at the end of the work. And j^^ pj^^ 
upon the death of Mr. fVittmngton^ which bap- made vice 
pened in May following, Mr. Pitt was ^Ppo^"^^^ o7rrcfand 
Paymafter in his room. In his office of paymaf 
ter, he was early diftinguiftied by his difintereft- Appoint- 
ed integrity, and incorruptible virtue. There maftcr. - 
are two fadls related, of his conduA, while in. 
this office, which refleft the higheft honour upon 
his cjiarader. They have already been publiftied 
in thefe words : 

'* When he was appointed to the office of pay- Makes no 
matter of the forces, he found it had been cuf- ^J-^^^f ^i^^ 
tomary to have ioo,oool. by advance, generally public 
lie in the hands of the paymafter, which, in the ^^^^Y* 
time of fome of thofe that prefided before him in 
that office, ufed to be fubfcribed in government 
fecurities, which brought 3 or 4000I. per ann. 
more or lefs, into their private purfes.— And in 
our memory there happened a conjundlure, 
when this money fo fubfcribed into the land tax, 
was called for, upon an extraordinary emergen* 
cy, for the ufe of the army : — but being locked 
up in the exchequer, and all public funds bear- 
ing a large difcount, it could not be fold but at 
fuch a great lofs, as would have been of the 
utmoft damage to the fubfcriber. What was the 
confequence — ^The payment of the army, in the 

.. . time 
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CifAU time bf^w^f flftd rebelliott, wds ftopf)edj ivhen 
,^J^}}^ there wa^ the greateft o<scafioti for public credit, 
1^46. and purfiduality ift ih6 payment of tbofe troops, 
oft whom our ivhoU depended^ 

•• But whert Mr- Piti went ifilO that depftrf- 
iftent, he placed whatever (tlth^ bf ffioney belong- 
ed to the office in the Bank, where they might 
be ready ifor the public fervice, Withdut ev^f 
appropriating any part of it to his private «fe, 
as had been the cuftom of former times ; ha 
never fubfcribed one Ihilling into the funds, nor 
ever availed himfelf of any intereft ^rifing from 
public monies at his difpofal, but was fatiSfied 
with, and touched no more than the legdl appoint^ 
fnent. 
-, - ^ ** The next fad is — that when the parliament 

the Dcr- granted fubfidies to the King of Sardinia, and 
quifite on Qaecrt of Hungary, payable at his office, half 
nian fui-' P^^ ^^^' ^^ n^ore, ufed \o be taken on the Whole 
fidy. fubfidy, in the moft reputable times, and by 
thofe of the moft approved charatflers— as a per^ 
quifiu of office ."^ihis Mr. Pitt refufed, which 
would have come to a large fum, as the grants 
at that time to both thofe powers, were vtty 
confiderable. — When the King of Sardinia was 
told this, he could not help exprefling his fuf* 
prize, at fuch an inftance of greatnefs of mind, 
and difintereftednefs, and therefore ordered his 
agent to offer the fame fum, as a royal preferit 
to Mr. Pitt, who had before refufed it ^s a per-^ 
quifite. His anfwer to this was, that as the 
parliament had granted thofe fums for fuch 

ufes. 
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ufes, he had no right to any part of the money ; 
that he did no more than his duty in paying it 
entire ; and hoped the refulal of the King's pre- 
fcnt upon that occafion, would not give offence. 
When his Sardinian Majefty heard this, he faid, 
iiirely this Eogliflftmaa was fooiewbat HQOi^e than 
a man* 
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CHAP. VIIL 

Lord ,Granville and Mr. Pelbam reconciled-^Tbe 
Prince's claims in the Comijb horougbs---Ni^ 
Oppofitionformed^Mr. Pitt's fpeech on the Muti- 
ny Bill^ concerning the half -pay officers — On the 
Gla/gow petition — On the Mutiny Bill, concerning 
the tVeJlminfler ele£iion — On Dunkirk — On the 
treaties with Bavaria, and Spain — Death and 
character of the Prince of IVales. 

VIIL* A HE fame unanimity which diftinguiflied 
^^^'^Y-^^ the two laft feflions of parliament, continued 
^^^'^^ until the peace of Aix la Chapelle, in 1748. 
Even Lord Granville became reconciled to the 
Lord minifter. This extraordinary reconciliation was 
^d^M^^ efFedled by Robert Nugent, Efq; afterwards Earl 
Pclham * Nugent, as he himfelf related in the Houfe of 
rcconcil- Commons,' in the year 1784. " He appointed 
* ' them, he faid, to meet at his houfe, and their 

meeting was to be kept a profound fecret. One 
repaired to his houfe quite muffled up, fo that 
it was impoflible for any one who faw him to 
know him. He juft introduced them to one 
another, and left them to themfelves. He took 
care, in the mean time to have a good fupper 
ready for them, of which they partook ; they 
drank heartily after it: the wine put an end^to 
the referve on which they had adted ; they fpoWs 
* . i. - * freely : 
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freely : confidence was eftabli(hed between them: Chaf. 
they became fincere friends, and remained fo; v,^.*^ 
and cared not the next day, who knew the ftory 1747. 
of this interview:" 

When the rebellion was efFcflually crufhed, Prlncc'g 
the miniftry refolved to diflblve the parliament, ^^^'^i" 
The Prince of IVales having been informed ot nif^^^jo.*^* 
this refolution, he held a Stahnary Court, in his roughs. 
^^apacity of Duke of Cornwall. In this court 
foaie claims, attached to that honour, were re^ 
vived; which, had they been admitted, would 
have given the Prince a confiderable influence in 
fome of the Cornifli boroughs. Lord Boling- 
broke vf^s fuppofed to have been the Princess ad- 
vifer in this affair. When the King heard it, he 
fent the Duke of Newcafije to the Prince, with a 
meflage, declaring the claims fet up by the Court 
of Stannary, to be wholly inadmiflible. 

The new parliament met in November, 1747 ; 
but although it was obvious the. Prince's friends 
were joined by the tories, there was no oppofi- 
tion made to the meafuies of government, and 
the feffion pafled over with the fame unanimity 
as before. But during the prorogation, a ftrong ^^^.^P* 
oppofition was formed, and it was refolved to formed, 
aft with vigour. The Prince put himfclf pub- 
licly at the head of it. Mr. Pitt, Mr. Fox, (after- 
wards Lord Holland) Mr. Murray, (afterwards 
Lord Mansfield) and feveral other gentlemen of 
diftinguiflied abilities, adhered to Mr. Pelham. 

On the 29th of November, 1748, commenced 1748. 
the fecond feffion of the new parliament. But 
although the treaty of Aix la Chapelle Had been 

I z con. 
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Chaf. concluded, and publilbed ig tbq procfidif^ 

^^^^^^ V^ month o( Oftober, no copy it was laid b^igf^ 

1748. parliament. The King mentioned the treaty -ig 

his fpeech, and the terms of it w.€xe fev^ely ret 

probated in the debate upon the addrefs. But 

Mr. Pitt did not fpeak on the fubjeft. 

Wfafin the mutiny bill was br^qght io, there 
appeared to be foflie frelh claufes added, p^-' 
iLcuiarly one, fubjeding officers upon half pay, 
to the p^ngkies of the bill. This was warmly 
' oppofcd, as being dangerous to.thp confiitu* 

tion. 

Mr. Pitt's Mr. Pitt jdcfended the claufc. What danger, he aJk- 

fpecch on ed, could arife, from obliging a hffff^pa^ o£c«r to c6n- 

thcmutiny^ipyc upon the military cft^Wifiiment;? JtJs ad.T^ittcd QP 

^'^^* all bands, that while he is in fuU pay, he muft employ 

his time, his ftudy, and even his fword, as his fupcriors 

' fhall difed. There may pofTiWy be danger in this, but 

it never can happen until the direAion becomes widced^ 

nor prevented but by the virtue of the army. It is to 

that virtue M^e even at this time truft, fmall as our army 

is j it is to that virtue we muft have trufted, had this 

bill been modelled as its warmed oppofers could have 

wiilied ; aod without this virtue, i):o.uid the jLordjs, the 

Commons, and the people of England, entrench them- 

felves behind parchment up to the tecrh, the fword wfll 

find a paflage to the vitals of the conftitution. 

A petition from the .city of Glafgow, pray- 
ing to be reiipburfed the Cum of t::;n t.hpufand 
pounds extorted from that city by the Pretejid.er^ 
during the late rebellion, occaftoncd a ,debaf,e in 
' a commiitee of fupply, on the izth of April, 
1749, ^^h^" ^^ ^v-^s moved to gr^ptdhe faid fwii. 
Tbe rnotion was oppofed by Mr. Bowes ; Qlbqr 
tawns, he iaid, ^eferved the fame favour ; and 

if 
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if this fiifrt v^^ gram ted to GiafgDW^ otliidr pfjKres' C«ikr. . 

having the feme' claim, would expect the hkc. ^^*** 

He irag airfwered by Mr. P///, whd f»id, • I (halt no4 i749* 
cm^r a Aifpucc with the Honourable Gentleman, whe- 
thef there are tiot many places, both in Englaild and Mr. Pitt't 
Scotkfld, tbathafle an equal pretence to loyalty as the «" the 
city of Glafgow, and that (hewed asi much zeal for the^lafgow 
fuppolt of the gotck-nmefnt during the late rebellion, as P^**^*®*** 
that city) bu« this I will aver, that th^c w^ay no city,, 
tbwny ot" place in Great Bsmtatn^ that ftciered fo much> 
dr thsit fliiwed greater 2eBh in the fante. Gircum(lance& 
' And Without dcnogating from the merit of any one, I 
tttay fay, that there are not many cities' iii the united 
kingdom, that have fo often, or fo remarlcably diitin- 
guifhed themfelTes in the caufe of liberty. It was this, 
Sir : It was the whole tenor of this city's conduct, from: 
the time of the reformation, that drew the refentment 
of the rebels upon it, and made them refolve upon the 
extravagant demand they at firft made upon that' city!; 
If they had infifttd upon their firft demand, the city mu(b 
hare been ruined; becaufe it would hjve been impolTible 
for the inhabitants to have raifed fuch a fum. Of thia 
they had the good fortune to convince the chiefs of the 
rebels i and even the rebels fliewed, that they had no 
inclination to ruin fuch a flourUhing city, though the m* 
habitants appeared generally tp be their enemies. Shall a 
Britifh parliament. Sir, Shew lefs regard to their friends^ 
than the rebels (hewed to their enemies ? The rebels gave 
them iOjOOgK thdt is to fay, they paiTcd from io,oool. 
of their (irft demand, rather than ruin the city t and this 
1 may the more juftly cail giving them ro,oool. becaufe, 
if the rebels had plundered the city, they would have 
found three timea tiie value ^ that fum among the in- 
habitants. If then, the rebels gave that city 10,000]. 
rather than expofe it to ruin, (hall a Britifli parliament 
rcfufe to give it xo,oool. to ptcferve it from ruin ? 

It really (hocks me. Sir, to fee fuch a queflion (land* a 
debate in a fiviti(h Houfe of Commons. If the rebels 
iMid fuccteeded in- their flagitious attempt, and had called 
^ flavifil parliament, for they would never have called a 

* This fpeeoh wt& alfo written by Gordon. 

free 
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Chap* free one, I fliould not have wondered to fee fuch a <jucC- 

Vni. tion oppofed in a Houfe of Commons aflembled by their 
'-•■'■Y'^^ authority ; but it afloniflies mc to fee fuch a queftion 

'749« oppofed in a Houfe, where every member prefent pro- 
fefies his fricndfhip for that city, and acknowledges the 

' ; gratitude due to it from the. public, for its behaviour. 
The Honourable Gentlemaii told us, he did not intend 
to depreciate the real merit of the city of Glafgow : I do 
not know what he intended j but he endeavoured to 
Ciew, that the behaviour of that city was not fo merito- 
rious as reprefehted, becaufe they attempted nothing in 
favour of government, till after the rebels had marched 
into England, from whence they had reafon to expeft 
that none of them would ever, return- Thisi Sir, was 
certainly an infinuation, that the people of Glafgow 
never did any thing in favour of the government, as long 
as they thought the government in any danger from the 
rebellion j and if this had really been the cafe, I (hould 

/ have had no great .opinion of their merit. But I (hall 

(hew, that before the rebel army entered England, it 
was not in the power of the people of Glafgow to do 
any thing in favour of the government.; and that they 
had not then the lead reafon to imagine that government 
was out of all danger from the rebellion. 
c. When we confider, Sir, that the rebels tnarched'through 
one half of England, without any oppofition from the 
militia : When we confider, that even in their retreat 
back again, though purfued by the Duke and the regular 
forces, they met with no oppofition from the 'militia j 
we cannot with any juftice blame the fouth or weft parts 
of Scotlafid, for not oppofing them with their militia. 
And as to the city of Glafgow, it had neither time to 
provide for its defence, nor was it capable of making a 
rcfiftance, had it had time : The town is an open town, 
without fo much as a wall round it, and the inhabitants 
had neither arms, ammunition, nor any fort of military 
difcipline among them; fo that it was irtipoflible for 
them to think of oppoGng an army of highlanders, who 
are, by the care of their chiefs, bred up to arms and mi- 
litary difcipline from their infancy. BeGdes, they had 
no time for fuch an undertaking ; for fbe rebels can^e 
down upon them in a very few weeks after firft appear- 
ing in arms ; Ind, till the battle at Prefton, every one 

had 
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had leafon to be|ieve|. tbat General Cope,* 3^t^ for- Craf. 
ces uader his conunandi would have given a good ac- Vllir 
count of them. v,**-y"^^ 

The cafe waa yer^ different^ Sir, botii with regard to 1 749^ 
Newcaftle, and Carliilej Jb>ecaiUe both, being furrounded 
with a wall, may, iii, a. few days, be fo, foftified, as to 
be able to refill a flying party. Yet how4lttle reQftance 
did the latter make ?■ For though they had many weeks 
to prepare £8T their defence/ though they.; bad hopes of 
being relieved in ;a few days by the army then aAembled 
at Newcaftl^, under ^Jarihall:Wade, they gave up their 
city the very next day after they found the rebels were 
preparing for gen€;ral aflaulti and yet that city, or at 
leaft the caftle might have .held out much longer againft 
the rebels, who had no battering cannon along with 
them; for a (mail party of. the rebels held out the caftle 
afterwards for fome days againft the Duke, and would 
probably have held out much longer, if they had not 
heard that fome battering cannon were upon the road 
from Whitehaven, to be employed againft them. 

Now, Sir, as to the opinion the people of Glafgow 
might have of the fafety of the government, or the. event 
of the rebellion, at the time the rebel army marched into 
I^ngland, they could not have fuch thoughts of either 
as the Honourable Gentleman was pleafed to reprefent ; 
fpr a^.to the fmall number pf that army,, the people in 
Scotland had from thence reafon to fear, that the rebels 
were well afiure^ of being joined by great numbers in 
England, or that there was treachery both in his Majef- 
ty's councils .and armies; for without fome fuch well • 
grounded hopes, no pne .CQU^d fuppofe, that men of 
cpmmon fenie would think^qf invading England with an 
army of 5 or,6poo highlanders. At the time of the re- 
volution, when it was firft faid, that the Prince of Orange 
was, to invade England with, an army, of 30^000 men, 
and mstny of the icing's jtriends-feemed to be frightened 
at the.nevys, a noble Lord, ^i^ho was knowp, to be a firni 
frieod,.,»feemed to make light of the, news, and faid, he 
apprehended no danger from, fuch an army ; but wheti 
it wa^s afterwards reported j that the Prbce was to bring 
29>oqo, he bega^ to be afraid; a^d wl^en be heard that 
the Prince was to come with 14,000 only, then, cries 
he, " We are undQpe !" When they aflccd hirp the rca- 

fon, 
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C«M« f^9 ^7 be W98 lb nivek afnid of t4,0M| m/lltm k^ 

VIII. feemed no waf ftfvaid of 30,000) ho aiifwore4> ^^ An 

iMTr-v'^^i^.r «« army of 30^000 could not conquer England ( but no 

'•M9* *^ nian would come here with an army of 14,000, if he 

« was fure of not finding a great many traitors amengft 

*s Durfclvffs," 

ThiSf Sir, foon. appeared to be a juft way of thinking ; 
and though the event (hewed, that if the rebels had any 
fuch fappes, thofe hopes were very ill grounded *, yet tt^is 
the people of Olafgow eould not xorefee ; therefore, from 
the fma]I number of the rebel army, they had, according 
to the fume way of thinking, rather caufe to dread the 
event, than to fuppofe that none of that army would ever 
return : Nor could they fuppofe this from the fpirit that^ 
appeared in England in favour <^ the government *, for 
though 1 am very well convinced, that this fpirit was' 
fincere and true, yet I am afraid, that if the rebel-leader 
could have perfuaded his people to have ventured' a bat- 
tle againft the Duke in Staffbrdfliire, or to have given 
him the flip, marched towards London, and fought a 
battle near this city> the fate of England would have de- 
pended upon the ifEue of that battle ; for if they had ob« 
tained a vidory, and made themfelves matters of Lon^ 
dpn, I queition m.uch, if the fpirit of the populace would 
npt (oon have taken a very different turn. 

I muft therefore conclude, Sir, that when the rebel 
army marched tQ England, the people of Giafgow could* 
f^rm no judgoaenii with any certainly, about the event 
of the rebellion; and confequently, that what they did* 
afterwards, could proceed from nothrng but their fteadjt 
attachoient to this government ^ and I mutt add, that 
tlieiK zeal, was much the noore meritorious, as It was 
manifefted after they had feverely fmarted for it, in hav- 
ing (uch a large fum of money extorted from them by 
thf rebels, merely on account of the zeal they had for« 
mifrly Ihewn for fupportkng the liberties of their country: 
A burnt child, they fay, dreads the fire $ and if the peo- 
pl(!} of Giafgow, after having fmarted fo fenfibly for their 
Joy^lty, had refolved to lie quiet, and wait the event of 
things, their condu£t would have been excufable: By 
holding fuch. a condufk, they would have been confider-^ 
^le gainers, even though we (hould grant the money 
now moved for. But tl^y honeftly and bravely refolved 

not 
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not to be idle fpeftators of the cotifufiotis of theif coun- 
try; They fcfolved to be aftive in potting a happy end 
to them as footi as pofliblc; amd with this vie^Jir, as foon 
asr they had an opportunity, they put themfelvcs to very »749' 
great cxpcnce. 

To fay,. Sir, that th5« cxpeftce was attended With no 
fuccefs or cflfeft^ iswhat no man can fay with any cer- 
tainty ; for the regiment they raifed and font to Stirling, 
with two more, fo effeftually guarded that pafs, that no 
reinforcemenr ever did march thit way to the rebeh 5 
and the regiment they kept at home, very probabfy pre- 
vented any reinforcement being fent by the way of Glaf- 
gow. And though our ^Ttnj was unfortunate at the 
afl&ir of Fafkirk, yet if the Glafgow regiment had not 
been there, it might have been much more unfortunate^ 
and the viftory of the rebels more comphere; for though 
that regimei^t was engaged in "the action, it is evident, 
that it was not defeated and difperfed, becaufe if it had, 
the men would have run home, whereas it retreated in 
good order to Edinburgh, without the bfs of a man, 
except thofe that were killed, wounded, or taken piri- 
foners at the battle. 

As to the behaviour of the northern counties, artd that 
of Newcaftle in particular, com pari fons arc odious., Sh', 
and I fhould have avoided making any, if f had not been 
forced to ithy the Honourable Gentleman who fpoke laft, 
I fliali readily acknowledge, and gratefully own the dxp- 
tiful zeat of aH thefs places for the fupport of his Majef- 
ty's government 5 and I muftlikewife contefs, thatthofer 
who do not d'efire from the public any reimburfement 
of the expence they were at upon that occaCon, have 
more merit than than thofe thar do j but at the fame 
time muft obferve, that before the rebels lefr Edinburgh, 
all thofe places were fecured againft any vifit from them> 
not only by the ftrong town of Berwick, but by an army 
equal to that of the rebels encamped near Newcaftle, 
and commanded by one of the belt generals in the fcr=- 
vice; whereas the inhabitants of Glafgow ihewed their 
zeal for his Majefty, even when the rebels were maftera 
of their country. And as to the expence, It muft be 
acknowledged, that over and above the relief now prayed 
for, that city was, eitjicr voluntarily, or by compulfion, 
at a much greater cxpencc in proportion, than any of 

the 
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Chap* the places mentioned ; for, what was faid by the. gentle* 
Vlir. men at your bar, it appears, that over and above the 
-*t"-r^^^ two fines extorted from them by the rehela, their cx- 
1749*. pence amounted to above 8ooo1» which is. greater than 
what the town of Newcaftle is faid to have been put to ^ 
and id, I am fare, more in proportion, for the fingle 
city of Glafgow alone, than 30,000!. is fpr the^ whole 
county of York. Befides, Sir, none of thofe places fuf- 
fered any interruption in their trade or manufafturcs, 
whereas the trade and manufa£tures of Glaigow were at 
a full (lop, almoft during the whole time of the rebellion. 
To whtch I mud add, that the expence of the former 
was voluntary, whereas a great part of the latter's ex- 
pence was bycompulfion, which makes a very great dif- 
ference ; for people may generoufly contribute more to 
the afliftance of government, as all thofe places did, but 
they .will never voluntarily contribute more than they 
can fpare ; whereas a people may be forced to contri- 
bute what would infallibly prove their ruin, {hould they 
meet with no retribution ; which is the cafe now be- 
fore us. 

Then, Sir, as to the city of Carlifle, the rebels might 
perhaps raife the faxes there, as they did in many other 
places ; but I cannot think they impofed any fine upon 
that city : I am rather inclined to think they favoured it, 
becaufe the people abfolutely rcfufed to fupport his 
Majefty's commanding oflScer there in making a ftout 
refinance, which was the caufe of the city and caftle's 
being furrendered. I therefore think, we have no need 
to be afraid of an application for relief from any of thofe 
places ; at lead, I am fure that if any fuch application 
{hould be made, it cannot be fo well fuppprted as the 
application now under our confideration ; and confe- 
quently our complying with this, can be no precedent 
for our complying with any future. 

But that of introducing a bad precedent, is not, it 
feems. Sir, the only danger we are to expofe ourfelvcs 
tp by agreeing to this motion : we arc befides threatened 
with the danger of exciting a rebellion in England. 
This, Sir, is fo imaginary a danger, that I cannot think 
there is any one gentleman in this Houfe that is really 
afraid of it. If there (Iiould be no future application 
of this kind, we can be in no fuch danger i becaufe no 

man 
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nmn can be difobllged at, the parliament's notgraotiiig . Chap. 
him relief, if he doe$ not apply for it *, and I have good VIII. 
reafon to hope, chat there will be no fuch future appji* v^i^-^y-^^ 
cation. I hope all gentlemen and bodies politic in Great 1 749. 
Britain* will follow the example of the cit^ of Glafgow^. 
and defire no relief for what they yoluntary contributed 
towards the fupport of his Majefty's government, nor 
for what they fuffered in being, obliged to give free quar- 
ters to the rebels; and if we have no application upon 
either of thefe heads, I believe we can have no applica- 
tion made to us upon any other* But fuppofe we (hpuld 
have fome applications, we (hall then have an opportif* 
nity to confider their merit ; and if the circumftances of 
the petitioners (bould appear to be the fame ^ith thofe 
of the petitioners now before us, I do not queftjon their 
meeting with the fame fuccefs* If their circumflances 
ihould appear to be different, and. not near fo merito- 
rious, we may refufe their petition with fafety ; becaufe, 
however partial they may be in their own favour, the 
reft of the nation will judge impartially, and approve our 
refufal j-and if the reft of the nation approve it, we can 
be in no danger of its exciting a rebellion in this part of 
the kingdom. 

Another danger we are threatened with upon this oc- 
cafion is, that if we agree to this motion, it will encour- 
age people not to be a£live in defending themfelves' 
againft any future invafion or infurre6iion, or perhaps, 
under the pretence of force, to contribute to its fupport. 
This I (h^ll grant. Sir, might be the confequence of 
laying it down as a general principle, that all who fufFer 
by an invafion or infurreftion, fhall have their lofs made 
good by the public ; and therefore it would be wrong to 
lay down fuch a general principle. But if the laying 
down a principle would furely be wrong, it would be 
much more fo, to lay the contrary down as an unalter- 
able maxim of ftate. It would be unjuft, as wcell as im- 
prudent, to lay it down as a principle, that thofe who 
honeftly and bravely rifk their lives and fortunes in op- 
pofition to an invafion or infurredion, and have fuffer- 
ed feverdy on account of that oppofition, {bould meet 
with no relief from the public, efpecially when their 
prefervation or ruin depends upon that relief, which ap- 
pears to be the cafe now before us. }And if we condder 

this. 
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tBid, we muft alW, tRat if wc thinfc of th6 jliftic^da* 
to the public creditot^, or of relieving our poor labourers 
' arid manufa£^urers> we muft agree to this motion, bfe- 
1^49- caufe iht public revenue will fuffct a great deal more b^ 
the tuiri 6i fuch a trading town as Glafgbw, than it catt 
futfer by granting tht relief defired by the petitioners fot* 
preventing that ruin. 

This rdlief, Sir, they danhot hiVe from the produecJ 
of the forfeited, eftates in Seothnd. It would be like 
prefcribing a remedy tc^ a fitk man, which could not be 
got ready till after hid diftemper had put an end to htl 
Sfe. l! will be fever:il yeafs before any thing can b& 
made of ijiofe cftates j and in the mean time, the cit^ 
of Glafgbw muft be ruined with law charges, by their 
creditors fuing for thei^ money, whieh they will certainly 
do, if their intereft be itot regularly paid. This it it 
impoffible for the corporation to do out of their prefent 
hiconie, ^nd at the fame time fupport their ncctthtf 
annual expence ; therefore their ruin muft be inevitable^ 
or the relief now moved for muft be granted. 

The flfiotion was agreed to. 

The feflion ended the 13th of June„ 1749. 

Nothing material happened during the fum- 
mtt* 

On the i6ih of Noveaibcr, 1749, parliament 
met again ; when it appeared, that the party in 
pppofition had increafed confiderably in num*- 
ber ; and being under the p>atronage of the Prince 
of Wales, who was highly popular at this time ; 
they were, from that circumflanfe, favourably 
judged of by the public. The addrefs, and 
many other points, were warmly debated ; but 
Mr. PiU did not fpeak upon any of them. 

1750. When the mutiny bill was brought in, (Janu- 
ary, 175O1) Colonel Giorge Townjbendf, after- 
wards 
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war^s M.arquis Townjhead, propofed a clai^fe, by Chap. 
way af rider, for preveming any non-comnih" ^^^^• 
Coned officer's being ^ broke, or reduced to the lyrp. 
X0i?I^s, or any foldier's being punifhed, but by the 
{tn\et^m of a court mar^iaL- He iaforo^^d the 
Houfo, that his claufe was founded upon indu- 
bitable fadH.s, He faid he bad witneffes at the 
door to prove, that a ferjisBpt .^lid jcorpioral wer^ 
reduced to the ranks, becaufe fomeof their party 
in the rear, as they were going upon duty to 
thjB ^lay-hojufc, happened to fay in tfrp ftreet, 
Vandeput for fverl-^ior this heinous offence, 
which they could not prcv^.nt, the two non-com- 
miflioned officers were, without trial, reduced 
to, the ranks. There was a long debate.* 

Mr. Fitt fwho wasftill paymafter) fpoke againft 
the jelaufe.-r- 

I never wil) agree he faid, to call officers and foldiersto j^j. p|t(»g 
the bar of this Hpufe,to traduce and impeaxrh each other, fpgech on 
If they pnce le^rn the way to cpn^e here with their com- the muti- 
plaints, they will next come with their petitions. Our ny bill, 
bufinefs is to confider of the number of forces neceflary concern- 
fpr jtbc 4efe.pjce of tjiis kingdom, and our pofleflions, and ing the 
t9 grapt the money for the maintaining that number. Weftmin- 
"We haviC np biifinefs with the conduft of the army, or ^cr elec- 
the officers or foldiers complaints 5 thofe are fubjefts '*°"' 
yfiich belong tp the King, or to fuch as (hall be com- 
Ipiffioncd by him to hear them. If we give ear to them, M.S. 
wc (hali not pnly deftroy the difcipline of the army, but 
m^ice parUanp,ent deteftable ; for it will be impoflible to 
give fatisfadion to both parties^ befides caufing great 
trouble and negleft of duty, in coming from diftant 
piSirts of the kingdoo). Therefore, I hope. Sir, the 
Qoufe iivill iipt ^permit Jiny enquiry to Ije made into the 
€;j9.^plaint that h^s beqn o^ered. There is not the lead 
pretence for faying that it relates to the freedom of elec- 
tion ; 
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Chap. ^»on ; nor tothe particular elcflion for Wcftminttcr now 
VII I. going on. It relates fingly to the duty of two non-com- 
.^.^-Y'-^w nriilTioneci officersi fcnt out with a party, upon duty, and 
1750. it was the ferjeant's duty to have made report of this 
circuniftance, if it had happened, and he knew of it, to 
his commanding officer. Why he did not, is not for us 
to enquire ; nor is it a queftion for this Houfe to deter* 
mine, whether the commanding officer has punifhed, his 
ferjeant and corporal with unmerited feverity. It be- 
longs to a court-martial^ or board of officers. 

The claufe was withdrawn. 

On the 5th of February, 1750, Lord Egmont 
moved for copies of all letters and papers, rela- 
tive to the demolition of Dunkirk, according to 
the late treaty of Aix la Chapelle* 

Mr. Pitt oppofed this motion. He faid it was not 



only impolitic but dangerous, as tending to involve the 



Mr. Pitt's 

^^^1 . ,°° nation in another war with France, when it was notori- 
ous we were m no fituation adequate to bear the expence* 
^ ^ It was a very good anf^wer to the motion, to fay it was 
' premature ; for fince the concluGon of the treaty, there 
had not yet been opportunity to execute all the articles 
of it : that the coft of the work being to be defrayed 
and performed by the French, they may fay, ^* our 
finances are reduced, we cannot afford the money at pre- 
fent, but fhall in a little time." At all events, the mo- 
tion, he faid, was highly improper at that moment. It 
was an affront to the French court, and as we were not 
in a condition to fupport it, by any ftrong meafures, it 
was exhibiting our petulance and impotence. At a fu- 
ture period, with a recruited finance and repaired ma- 
. rine, the motion may be proper, if the terms of the 
treaty have not been complied with. But if the motion 

* Lord Mekomhe hyij (in his Diary) that this motion ori- 
ginated with the Prince : and when the inutility of it was re* 
prefentcd 10 his Royal Highncfs, he faid, " that making the 
motion would make the minillry feel that they had la Corde 
au Coh 
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is Carried, and it (hould come out, that Dunkirk is now Chap, 
in the ftatc that it was in by the treaty of Utrecht, ex- VIII. 
plained in the year 1717, which he believed to be the >w^-y-'.*^ 
fadl, would any gentleman fay, this was a crime in the 1750. 
prcfent miniftry, or a fufEcient rcafon for a quarrel with 
France ? 

The motion was negatived by 242 to 115I 

On the 17th of January, 17 51, the parliament 1751. 
met. The King in his fpeech informed them, 
that he had coticluded a treaty with Spain, and 
another with the Eiccftor of Bavaria. The ad- 
drefs was moved in the ufual ftile, approving of 
. ihefe treaties, although they had not then been laid 
before the Houfe; which occaifioned a long 
debate. 

Lord Egmont moved to leave out all the words 
oi approbation in the addrefs. He was anfwered 
by 

Mr. Pitt; who faid, the treaty with Bavaria was i^^ pj^ji ^ 
founded in the beft political wifdom $ it was a wife niea^ fpccch oa 
fure, as tending moft efFe£lually to preferve the balance the trca- 
of power in Germany -, and of courfe to preferve the ties with 
tranquility of Europe. The Elector of Bavaria was taken Bavaria 
off from the French intercft by if, which, as it contri- and Spain. 
buted to weaken the houfe of Bourbon, it .contributed 
to the continuation of peace- The treaty with Spain, M.S. 
was a wife and advantageous meafure. The court of 
Spain bad agreed to many cpnceflioAis ; they had agreed 
to pay a large fum to the South Sea Company ; to, the ^ 

re^eftablifhraent of the Britifh trade in Spain ; that Bri- 
tiflk fpbjef^ were, to pay no otjbecr duties on merchandize* 
than what the King of Spain's own fubjefts were to pay. 
Lord Egmont had obfcrved, that the claim of no fearch 
had not been revived in the treaty } and not being even 
mentioned in it, this effential point had been totally 
abatidofied* To this part of Lord Egmcnt\ fpeech, Mr. 
P/V/ anfwered, that he had once been an advocate for 

that 
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Chaf. ^^^^ chim ; it wa9 when he was a young man ; but now 

VI n, he wgs ten years older; had confidercd public aflFaira 

^^0^-Y-^/ more coolly^ and wag convinced^ that the claim of no 

1 75 1, fearchy rcfpefliing BritiOi veflels near the coaft of Spam(h 

America, could lievcr be obtained unlefs Spain was fo 

reduced, as to confent to any terms, her conqueror 

might think proper to impofe. 

Lord Egmoni's motion was negatived, by 203 
againft 74. 



Death of On the 20th of March the Prince of If^ales 

the Prince 
ofWaJcB. 



the Prince ^j^j 



It is not the defign of this work to ftate the 
particulars of any event which have been already 
related in other books, unlefs fuch relation is 
very erroneous. This event is no otherwife ne- 
ceffary to mention here, than as it annihilated 
the plan of a regular and fyflematic oppofition 
that was forming, and when completed, was in- 
tended to adl under his Royal Highncfs's prp- 
tccfHon and controul. Lord Metcombe^s printed 
account admits this fa(fl, in part But there ar€ 
letters from pertoas of the firft confideraitioQi^ 
which may perhaps, in feme fiature day be prfnt- 
ed, which ftate this and other traits of the Prin- 
<fe's charaifter fironger, and with more truth tfaaft 
Lord M^kombe has done. 

The printed accounts of the PrinceV chaffac-* 
tcr, are not very exa<ft. Perhaps they were 
written foon after his death, when an impartial 
writer qaight be induenced, by cautipn^ 

There 



There was a ca{)rice in his court, which a CUiti 
dignified mind, like that of Mr. Pitt, could not^J|[J^ 
approve. After his death, tjiis caprice was fuc- ^751^ 
ceeded by a partiality to two or three perfons, 
which laid the foundation of a fadion of the mod 
fingular and extraordinary kindj and of an in- 
fluence in the fucceeding reigrf, as difgraoeful a j 
it was unfortunate. 
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CHAP. IX. 



l*h Regency appointed — The Bedford's turned out 
'Mr. Pitt's treatment of the Diike of Nei»cajile — 
Mr. Pitt's Bill for the Relief of the Chelfea 
Penjioners. 

1 H E death of the Prince of Wales filled the 
foppofition with the greateft confternation and 
^^75'- confufion* Several thought of making terms 
with the minifter — others of feceding — and fome 
were for remaining with the Princefs^ and tak- 
ing the chance of events. 
There- The fifft meafure of government, was the fet- 
gency ap-tlement of a Regency; which was done upon 
pointed* £^jj. ^^^ liberal terms* The Princefs Dowager 
was made Regent, and guardian of the minor, 
as well as of her other children. Being a fe- 
male, there was a council of regency appointed, 
confifting ot the great officers of ftate^ and the 
Duke of Cumberland was placed at the head of 
it. This compliment to the Duke, occafioned 
fome invidious fpeeches in parliament, from gen- 
tlemen who were not acquainted with the Duke's 
real charader. Time has (hewn that the analo- 
gies they offered in the way of prophecy, had 
not the leaft foundation in truth. The Duke, 
had, in the judgment of thefe gentlemen, treat- 
ed the Scots rebels with too much fevcrity. But 
« * ^ this 



iliis was a jiiftifiable feverity. And thofe wtio 
haH latent defigns, forgave not the difappoint- 
rhent. 

The debate ^ was upon the claufe rfefped\ihg 
the coQnclL Mr. Pitt defended the bill ; but bjr 
forriething he faid concerning the council, Mr. 
i^'ox thought he hinted at the Duke of Cumber^ 
land, and began defending the Duke ; bu^ Mr; 
Pitt explained in fuch terms, that Mr. Fox went 
away without dividing. The debate being in a 
committee, the Spedker^ fOftJlotioJ made a very- 
able fpeech againft the claufe; which he depre- 
cated, as fraught with great and probable evils ; 
he dreaded no improper ambition in the Duke, 
nothing, he was confident, was farther from hxi 
Royal Highnefs's heart; but his apprehenfioni 
was, that the Duke and Princefs Would not coa- 
iefce in meafures ; and he infinuated m delicate 
terms, his anxiety iipon the mifiinderftandin^ 
\vhich fubfifted between the Princefs Dowager 
and the: Princefs Amelia; and the warm afFecflioa 
between the latter Princefs and her brother; 
This fpeech gave Mr. Pelham a great deal of 
imeafinefs, and he often mentioned it. 

The Regent was not impeded in her juft au- 
thority, by any harfh conditions ; nor we're there 
any limitations of her power imroduced, that 
implied the leaft fufpicion of her integrity or 
reditude. The King himfelf treated her with 
every mark of refped>j attention, and afFedion. 
He frequently vifited her; and 12,5001. were 
immediately paid her; and nothwithftanding the 




l^Su 
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Chap, war, whjcli quickly followed, demaddcd gtcatftf 
^^^^^^^^ fupplies than the war of any formpr period, yi:t 
1 75 1, her money was always adtually paid ; and when 
the Prince of fFales {George III.) arrived at the 
age of eighteen, the Kin^ ordered him a feparatc 
allowance, (over and above what was given to 
the.PrincefsJ of 40,000!. per annum, from bis 
CiviVLift. 

The party which had arranged themfplvc^ 
under the late Prince of IVales^ being now with- 
out hsadi or cement, the Pelhams faw they bad 
an opportunity of encreafing the number of their 
fuppprters, by embracing the fugitives, and turn- 
ing out the Duke of Bedford an4 his friqnds, 
who h^d never aded cordially with them, not 
even during the war- In June, 17 51, the Duke of 
ford's ^ ' ^^^M^ wa$ difmiiTed from thp office of Secretary 
turned of State, and Lord Sandwich from the poft of firft 
^^^' Lord of the Adrpir^lty. Lord Treniham, (fmce^ 
Marquis of Stafford) from the fame board, and 
fome others of his grace's friends, from other 
offices. Thefe qoblcmen ^nd genilenien being 
joinpd by thpfe, of the late Princess party, wha 
bad not uqited with thp Pelbam^f they formed a 
freih opppfition ; and tJ4QUgb they were not con- 
fiderablp in number, yet they were fuppofed ta 
be privately ^^\i.ntenaoce4 by the Duke of Cum- 
h^rlan4$ snd to hare a f<?cret comniunication witl> 
Mr. Fox^ Lord Holderruffe fueceeded the Duke 
of Bedford^ and Lord Anfort. w^ placed at the^ 
Admirahy* 

The 
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The feflion clofed in June, and nothing mate- Chap. 
rial happened during the fummer. l^J^^ 

Parliament met again on the 14th of Novem* ly^^. 
ber, 1751, but there were no debates ; and the 
ftflion clofed on the 25th of March, 175^. Five 
days after the parliament rofe, the King went to 
Hanover. Daring his Majefly's abfence, there 
was a great deal of intriguing and negociatitig, 
amongft the parties ; in all vi^hich, Mr. Pin and 
the Grenvilles were totally omitted. The en- 
creafing Weight and confequence of Mr. Pitt in 
the Houfe of Commons, excited the jealoufy of 
the principal perfons in office, as well as of thole 
in oppofition. He was not ignorant of (he clan- 
deft ine proje<5ls of both parties ; but he defpifed 
them. Iti one conference he had with the Duke 
of Mwcajle^ he treated that nobleman in fuch 
^ manner, that if he had not dreaded him, he 
\t^ouId have difmifled him, for he ftill held the 
pk)ft of pay matter. The fubjedt of the confer- 
ence was, the meafures the King was taking in 
Germany, to fecure the eledion of a King of the 
Romans : In which Mr. Pitt told him, he engag- 
ed for fubfidies without knowing the e:j^tent, and 
fpf alliances without Icnowiqg the terms. The 
Diike complained of Mr. Pitt's hauteur, to his 
confidential friend, Mr. Stone, who advifed his 
Grace to overlook it, faying it wouI4 be moft 
ptudent. 

In the fucceeding feflion, which began on the jj^^ 
iith of January, 1753, and ended the 7th of 
June, in the fame year, Mr, Pitf took no |)art 
in any of the debates. 

Ana 
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And he was alfo totally filent in the next fcffipq^ 
which commenced on the igih of November^ 
'T7547" J753> andclofed on the 6th of April, 1754.. 
In 1754 parliament was diflblved: 
The new parliament met on the 14th of Nq? 
yember, 1754. i^^r. Pitt was flill in his office of 
paymafter. The next day, (the 15th) as foon 
bill for"* ^^ the addrefs was reported, Mr. Pitt move^ fof 
ithc relief leave to bring in a bill, which will be an ever-; 
^1^}^ lafting monument of his humanjty. He prefac-. 
penfioncrs. ed this motion with a melancholy defcription of 
' the hardfhips tq \vhich the out penfioners of. 

Chelfea-hofpitaJ were expofed, by the prefent. 
improper mode of paying their penfions. The 
poor difabled veuraris, he faid, who were en-. 
titled to this excellent charity, were cruelly op-, 
prefled, by a num})er of wretches, who fupplied 
them with money jn advance. By the prefent 
method, the poor tpan can receive no money,, 
until he has been twelve months upon the lifl. 
This was extremely unjufl; becaufe the poor 
veteran's merit, and claim to the charity, com* 
menced from the moment of his difability in the 
fervice. But by this delay of the firft payment, 
lie was under the rieceflity of borrowing money, 
upon the certificate of his admiflion upon the lift. 
He was fupplied with a pittance, by one of the 
people called ufurers, who compelled the poor 
wretch to allow him a moll exorbitant intereft. 
The pradice continuing a few years, the pen- 
fioner had nothing to fubfift on ; the whole of 
his penfion being fwallowcd up in ufury. To 
f pmedy this grievance, Jhe propofed by his bill, 

that 
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that when the penfioner was admitted upon the' Chaf. 
hft, half a year's penfion (hould be advanced, ^X. 
and paid him ; with fome other regulations on ^ICT* 
the fame humane principle, and the bill to com- 
mence on the 25th of December, 1754. The 
bill was immediately brought in, and unani* 
moufly paffed both Houfes, with uncommon 
expedition. 

Mr. Pin took no part in the debates during the 
feflion, which ended on the 25ih of April, 1755 ; 
and three days after, the King fet out for Ha- 
pover. 



CHAR 
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CHAP. 



X. 



pe^k of Mr. Pelham — Mr. Pox wijbes to be made 
Secretary of Stately and Minijier of the Houfe of 
Commons — Explanation of Minijier of the Houfe 
of Commons — Mr. Pitt experts to he made Secre^ 
hfry of State — Sir Thomas Robinfon appointed-^ 
General diffatisfaBion — Party at Leicejter Houfi 
restate of the nation. 



I, 



1754- 

Jyfr. Fox 
wKhes to 
be made 
fecrctary 
pfftatc. 



Ch4b. X. In March, 1754, Mr. Pelham died. This even(: 
proved as fatal to the miniftry, as the death of 
the Prince of Wales had been to the oppofition. 

Mr. FoXy who was Secretary at War, wifhed 
to fucceed to Mr. Pelbamh fituation, and the op^ 
pofition offered to aft under him, if he was ap» 
pointed ; but the Duke of Newcafile faid, " he 
had been fecond miniftg r long enough ; that he 
would not have afted in that capacity under any 
body but his brother ; and now his brother was 
gone, he would be at the head of the treafury 
himfelf." Mr. Fox then folicited the Duke to 
fucceed his Grace in the office of Secretary of 
iState : and it is very probable, that this requeft 
would have been granted, had he not infifted 
upon having the management of the Houfe of 
Commons, which the Duke peremptorily refuff 
ed ; and upon that point the negociation broke 

The 
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The management of the Houfe of Commons, Chap. X 
as it is called, is a confidential department, un- ^'•••nr^**^ 
known to the coiiftitution. In the public acr ^^^^* 
counts, it is immerfcd under the head of fecret Mlnifter 
fervice. It is ufually given to the Secretary of ^^^^^ ^^ 
State, when that poft is filled by a commoner. Commons, 
The bufinefs of the department is to diftribute, 
with art and policy, amongft the members, who 
have no oftenfiblc places, fums of money, for 
their fupport during the feflion ; befidcs con- 
trads, lottery tickets, and other douceurs. It 
is no uncomiDon cirpumfl^ice at the end of a 
feflion > for a gentleman to receive five hundred 
pr 8 thoufand pounds^ for bisffrvice. * 

When 

^ Mr. Fox was fo confideDt his negotiation with the Duke 
would fucceed, that while it was pending, he feat the followv 
lAg lettep to his friends ; 

♦• Sit, 

*^ The King has declared his iotention to make me Sccri« 
tary of State, and I (very unworthy as I fear I am of fuch an 
undertaking) mufi take the conduQ of the Honfe of Common^ 
i camioc tlM^relbre welt accept the ofbcc^ till after the firil day'a 
debate, which may be a warm one* A great attendance that 
day of my friends, will be of the greateft confequence lo my 
future fituation, and T fhould be extremely happy,' if yoa 
wotJd, for that reafon, fhcw yourlctf amongft them, to the 
great honour ofy Sep. &c. 

H. FOX.'» 

to the Memoirs of the Maccbionefs p£ Pompadour, (v6L T^ 
pagw 57,58, 59, Eng. Tranf* 1966.) we arc prefentcd Trith 
a very iwteneftHig anecdote, written to Cardinal Fleury, by 
an Engiyh Mmfter of that time. 

** 1 penfiOA (writes the Mbifler) half the parliament to 
ket?p it quia. But a« the King's money is not fuffictcftt, they^ 
to whom I give none, chmour loudly £sr a -war ; it would bo 
expedient for your Eminence to remit me three miUioms ot 
]^reRch liyres, in order |9 fikg^C thefe barkers* Cold is a 
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Chap. X. When it was known, that the Duke of A^w^ > 

"^^'"^^ cajile intended the treafury for himfelf, Mr. Pit$ 

expeded, that the Seals of Sepretary of Statq 

Mr. Pitt would have been offered to him. It is certain, 

be^fecre-^^^^^ he cjid not alk for them, but he expedled 

jtary of them without afking. This difappointment was 

^ ^*^' in feme degree palliated, by naaking Mr. George 

Grenvflle, Treafurcr of the Navy ; who at that 

lime lived in the utmoft intimacy with Mr. Piit^ 

and they were become relations, by Mr. Pitt hav^ 

ing lately married his fifter. Mr. Legge was ap- 

SlrT.Ro-P^*"^^^ Chancellor of the Exchequer, and Sir 

binfon ap- Thomas Robinjon Secretary of State, aud fome 

pointed. Qjj^gr alterations were made. But notwithftandr 

rLlSac. ^"^ ^^*^ ^^"^^"S^"^^"^' there was a general diffa- 
jion. 'tisfaftion throughout all parties. Some difliked 
the meafures, others difliked the men ; in finCj^ 
nobody was pleafed ; neither thofe in office, nor 
thofe out : and there was a new party forming, 
that feemed to menace more danger to their 
views, than their own differences. This was the 
party of Leicefter-houfe, which threw a general 
, Party at alarm, and conflernation over the whole. No 

Lcicefter 

fiouic. ff^^xsX which here correfts all ill quallues in the blood. A pen- 
fion of 20CX)L a year will make the moll impetqou^ warrior 
in parliament, as tame as a lamb.** 

By the help of this anecdote, we are enabled to compre- 
hend the mjiflical meaning of a minjfter's planning of a parlia- 
ment, and of a minifter's conduding a Houje of Commons. — f 
The former phrafe we find ufcd by Mr* Tindal, in the oftavo 

edition of his hiftory of England, vol. 21 ft, page 439 It 

juns thus : Mr. P — — , before his death, had fettled the plan 
gfthc new parliament,"— and fame vol. page 5 10, he fub- 
jcins — " As to thtr cleAions they went much in the fame track 
that bad been laid out by Mr, P— .»* 

one 
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one was quite certain of whom this party cpt^fift- Ghab. X. 
^d. Several individuals in office, and in oppo- "*— '■y~>«^ 
fition, were fufpeded of fecretly belonging to ^'^^^' 

it- 

The flame of war had been kindled in North 
America, and ijt was preparing to burft out in 
Europ9. Great Brijai^i was eyery day. more State of 
clofely rivirted to the continent^ by frefli engage- *^^"*^^oo. 
ments; while her own proper bufinefs was to- 
tally negledled. Her fleet was rotting in ordi- 
nary; her army, except fuch corpis as were 
under the eye of the Duke of Cumber larfd, relax- 
ed in difcipline. Her minifters were timid by 
difunion, ,and their meafures were enervated by 
ignorance. However unpleafing the fad may 
be to relate, it is a fad, which the beft infornj* 
ed perfons will not contradid, that the princir 
pal, if not only attcrition of all defcriptions of 
men, was employed at this time in intriguing 
and negotiating for places. But in this general 
aflertion, it is not to be underftood, that all par-' 
ties v/ere influenced by the fame motives. There 
is no doubt that fome perfons were aduated 
by the pafljoq of felf-iriterefl: ; but it is equally 
true, that there were many who were governed by 
a fincere defire to ferve the country ; that offices 
were no otherwife their objeds, than as they 
gave them power and fituation to do good. 
This diftindion it is not only proper, but ne- 
ceflary to make ; becauf^ it was a principle laid 
jdown in the next reign, and the votaries of the 
ppurt diffeminaied it with uncommon art an4 

induftry, 
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CHAF.XJi^dultry, thdt all mftnkind Wert ktikirii alike j 
v^-Y-*^thdt the fubjeds of all King*, ought td took fof 
^754* honefty in the royal bofom ; ^hey faid it refided 
no where elfe. This political blafphemy, cam6 
ivith unpardonable effrontery frorli the follow-^ 
ers of a court, which owed its elevation to th6 
true orthodox principles of the cohftitution* 



PHAP* 
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CHAP. XI. 

Caufes of the difagrecm^nts at Leicefter-botife'-^Lord 
HarcQurt and Dr. Hayt^r r^ign their fofts of 
Governor and Preceptor to the Prince^^Duke of 
Bedford^ s motion upon this fubjell in the Houfe 
of Lords — FMrtber explanation of the principles 
inculcated at Leice^er-boufe. 



u 



PON the death of Frederick Prince of q^^^^ 
Wales, the education of the Prince {George III.) XL 
had been committed to Lord Harcourt as gover- ^"^tc^T^ 
nor; to Dr. tiayter, Bifliop of Norwich, as pre- 
ceptor; ^nd to 4ndrew Stone, Efq; brother to 
the primate of that name, as fub- governor ; re* 
commended by the Duke of Newcaftle ; and to 
Mr. Scott, as fub- preceptor, recommended by 
Lord Bolingbroke. In about a year and a half, a 
difagreement broke out amongft them,- of a very 
interefting Mature. It was faid by the friends of 
Leicefter-houfe, that the governor and precep- 
tor did not difcharge the duties of their truft with 
alacrity. But it came out afterwards, that this 
complaint hy dgeper than was at firft fuppofed. 
There were two perfons concerned in this affair, ^^f^^ ^^ 
whom it is proper to mention particularly. Mr. the dlfa- 
Stme, was the moft particular friend and advifer g""c^"™5"t« 
of the Duke of Newcaftle. The other, Mr.terhoufc.' 
Murray^ afterwards Lord Mansfield, was in pre- 

cifely 
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Chap, cifelj; the fame fiiuation and degree of credit 
^^- with Mr. Pelham. Between Mr. Stone and Mr. 
I J ^^. .Murray there - fubfifted the warmeft intimacy; 
not only their friendfhip, but their principles and 
politics were perfecftly congenial. Lord Bute; 
who had been Lord df the Bedchamber to the 
]ate Prince, and was continued in the family, 
gained a fuperior influence, by affiduity and 
attention. He was moreover favoured by the 
Priricefs. The refcrve of Lord Harcourt, and the 
very orderly demeanour of the Bifbopi gave great 
advantage, as well as opportunity, to Lord Bute^ 
who excelled in the aflumption df theatrical 
grace and gefture ; which^ added to a good figure, 
rendered his converfation particularly plqafing, 
and at length created a partiality in his favour. 
The Duke of Ne<mcafile and Mr. Pelham^ had in-^ 
formation of every circumftance at Leiceftet- 
houfe. In a little time, the Bifl)Qp found fonrie 
very improper books put into the hands of the' 
Prince, Ke complained of this matter to the 
Lord Duke of Newcafile. And in a few days Lord 
Harcourt HarcoUrt and the Bijhop refigned. From the pe- 

andDr. : , r , •' u- ^ , . • , ' 

Hayter ^^^d ot making this counter complaint, it became 
refign. a flruggle between the party of Leicefter-boufe^ 
and the Peihams^ which ftiould have the power 
of educating the Prince, While this difpute was 
going on, a third party (the Bedfbrds) interfered 
for the fame purpofe, by attacking Stone and 
Murray. Thefe gentlemen were charged with 
being Jacobites. Lord Raven/worth brought the 
charge. A committee. of the Privy Council was 
diredled to enquire into it. The committee fat 

feveral 
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fcvelral times upon it : but the two confidents had Cwap. 
the addrefs to acquit themfelves, though Mr. s^^^^^^ 
Fawcett, Recorder of Ncwcaftle; fwore to their 1753. 
having drank the Pretender's heahh feveral 
times. 

On the 22d of March, 1753, the Duke of D»kc ^^ 
Bedford made the following motion in the Hoiife ^^^i^l^ * 
of Lords : ** That an humble addrefs be prefent- 
ed to his Majefty, that he would be gracioufly 
pJeafed to give orders, that there be laid before 
this Houfe, the feveral examinations of the Lord 
Rave^pworih, the Dean of Durham, Mr. Fawceif, 
the Lord.Bilhop of Sf. /tfaph, the Lord Bifliop 
of Ghucejler, the Honourable Mr. Murray, his 
Majefty^s Solicitor General ; Andrew Stcne, Efq; 
and fuch other examinations upon oath, as have 
been taken before the Lords appointed by his 
Majefly to inquire into informations of a very 
material nature, relating to a perfon in the fcT- 
viceof their Royal HighnefTes the Prince o^PVaJes 
and Prince Edward \ and the other perfons men- 
tioned in the courfe of the faid examin3tions,like- 
wife all letters and papers relative thereto, and the 
reportmade by theirLordfhipsto his Majefty there- 
upon." But the Duke oiNeisocaJik, and the reft of 
the miniflry were againft the motion ; and there- 
fore it was negatived. Lord Uarcourt faid in the 
debate, that he found he had no authority over ' 
the Prince's education, nor could he be of any 
fervice, unlefs the fub-governor and others 
(Scott and CrclTet*) were difmiffcd, all of whom 

♦ Crtffet was Secretary to the Princefs ; and upon her rc^ 
commendation, was appointed Treafurcr to the Prince. 

he 
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CiiAP. he had flrong reafoas to believe, were jfatdiifs/s^ 
^^ and therefore he had refigned. Jhe Pelbami 

1753, thought they had gained their point, in the pro- 
tedlion of Stone abd Murray^ and in appointing^ 
Lord iValdegrave and the Primate to fucceed the 
refignefs ; while (he fadl was, they were deceiv- 
ed and betrayed by d^if own people, By this 
fecret mancfeuvre, the influence and afcendancy 
of Lord Bute were completely eftabliflied. At 
thit time \^as circulated by the Bedford party a 
remarkable paper, which the reader will find in 
the note.f And in the weekly paper> called 

the 

f ^ Memorial of feviral Noblemen and Gentlemen tf ihejurfi 
rank and fortune* 

The Memorial ids feprefent, 

THAT the education of the Prince of Wales, fsof the u^- 
inoft'importafice to the whole nation : that it ought always tof 
be cntrufted to noblemen of the moft unblemifhed honour, and 
to prelates of the n>o{l didingulflied virtue, of the moft accom* 
pliftied learning, and of the riioft unfufpe£ted principles, with 
regard to government both in church and llatc: That thcf 
misfortunes which the nation formerly fuffered, or efcaped, 
under King Charles T. King Charles 11, and King James IL 
were owing to the bad education of thofe Princes, who were 
early initiated in maxrra^ of arbitrary power : That far a fac- 
tion to engrofs the education of the Prince of Wales to them, 
felves, excluding men of probity and learning, is unwarranta- 
ble, dangerous, and illegal : That to place men about the 
Frinc^ of Wales, whofc principles are fufpcded, and whofc 
Jbrlief in the myfterics of our faith is doubtful, has the moft 
mifchievous tendency, and ought juftly to alarm Che friends of 
their country, and of the Freteltant fucceifion: That for a 
minifter to fupport low men, who were originally improper for 
the high truft to which they were advanced, after complaints 
made of dark, fufpicious, and unwarrantable methods made ufe. 
of by fuch men, in their plan of education, and to protedl and 
countenance fuch men in their infolent and unheard pf behavi* 
our to their fupcriors, \% a foundation for fufpe£ling the wov ft 

de(tgnf 



the Protejler^ (printed in fmall folio, like the dnA*; 
North Briton^ 4uditor^ &c. and, which foeuis to ^^r!* 

be 17534 

defigns in fuch mihiders : That, it being tiotoriout. thiit 
books #y inculcating the word; maxims of government, anjd de- 
fending the moft ^vQwed tyi^nnies, have beeii put into the 
hslnds of the Prince of Wales, it ouMtot but afie6l the memo-' 
fiah'fts with the rood melancholy >lippreh^nnons, when they 
And that the men who had the hdnefty and refolution to com- 
plain 6f fuch aftontihing methods of tnftrudioii; are driven 
away from court f, and the, men, who have dared to teach . 
futh dod:rines, are continued in truft and favouri That the 
fccurtty of this government, being built on Whig principles^ 
is alone fupportcd by Whig real. That the cftablifhmept of 
the |)re(eht Royal Family being fettled in the timely overthrow 
ofQ^een Anne's lad' mini llry, it cannot but alarm all true 
Whigs, to hear of fchoolmafters of very contrary principles^ 
being thoaghtof for preceptors 4 and to fee none but the 
friends and pupils of the late Lord Bolingbroke entrufted with 
thfe education of a PriUce^ whofe family that Lor^ endcavgur- 
ed, by his meafures, to exclude, and by his writings to expe],; 
from the throne of thefe kingdoms : That there, being great 
reafon to believe, that a noble Lord has acciifed one of the 

* Father Orleans's Revolution of the Houfc' pf Stuart.— 
Ranifay*^ Travels of Cyrus.— Sir Robert Filmer's Patriarch,' 
and other books inculcating the fame principles. 

'^ ' ' ' 

t Alluding to the refigaatiqn of Lord Hj^rcoprt and Dr. 

Hayter, who were fucce^ed by Lord Waldegravc and Dn 

Stone. _ 

The following lines were Were written undei* Dt*. Haytcr'd 
portrait, publifhed at this time : 

Not gentler virtues glow*d in Camoray's bi'^^flty 

Not more his young Telemachus was blefs'd ; 

'Till envy, fadion, and ambitious rage. 

Drove from a guilty coiirt {he piuiis fage. 

Back to his flock with tfanfpbrt, he withdrew. 

And but one figh, an honed one, be knewi 

P guard my royal pupil, tieaven 1 h^ fstid I 

Let not his youth be, like my age, betraijr'd ! 

} would have formM his footftepa in thy way, ' 

But vice prevails^ ai^d impious yien beait fwa^r ! 

Vdi. L L prceeptdia 
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be the paper alfuded to by Lord Melcomhe, in hi^ 
, Diary, pp- 23^ and 236,) nuniber fifteen, Scp- 
'753- tejnber 8, I753> atfter faving a good deal about 
Stone, are thefe wofds, " And whatever may be 
the mifgivings and repinings of ihoft^whoex'- 

preceptors of Jacobitifm, it is tffloni(hing th«t no noUqe bai 
been taken of-a complaiat of fo high a nature ; on the con- 
trary, the accufed pcrfon continues in the fame t^uft, without 
any enquiry nito the grounds of the obarge, or any ftep takea 
by the accufed to purge himfeffof a crime of fo black a dye t 
I'hat no fatisfa^lion being given to the goverfiof and preceptor* 
one ^of whom, though a noolcmaii of tiie rooft unblemifliQcl 
honour, and the other a prelate of the moft ^unbiafTed ^^irtuCt 
who have both been treated in the grofieft terms of abufe, bjr 
a menial feryant of the femily ; it is derogatory to his Majefty's 
authority, under which they aded ; is an afhront to the peer^ 
age, and an outrage to the dignity of the church. That whov 
ever advifed the refufal of an audience to the Bifliop of Nor^ 
wich, who was fojulily alarmed at the wrong methods which 
he faw taken in the education of the Prince of Wale«» is afi 
enemy to this country, and can only mean, at leaft^ togQv^m 
by a fa^ion, or is himfelf influenced by a more dangei^Nai 
fadion, which intends to overthrow the govcrnmeaty and ffT 
ftore that of the exiled and arbitrary Houfe of Stuart* That 
to have a Scotchnf^an £Murray2 of a moft diifaffe^ed familyy 
and allied in the nearett manner, to the. Pretender's firft imni^ 
ftcr, confulted in the education of the Prince of Wales,- an4 
intrufted with the moft important fecrets of government, muil 
tend to alarm and difguft the friends of the prefent Royal 
Family, and to encourage the hopes and attempts of the Ja«» 
cobites. Laftly, the Mciiiorialifts cannot help remarking, 
that the three or four low, dark, fufpefted perfons, ar^ the 
only men whofe ftation is fixed and permanent ; but that 
all the great offices and officers, are fo conftantly varieS and 
fhuffled about, to the difgrace of this country, that the heft 
afFcded perfons apprehend, that there i3 a fettled defign in 
thefe low and fufpcfted people, to infufe foch jealoufies, capri- 
ces, and ficklencfs into the two minifters, whofe confidence 
they engrofs, as may render this. government ridiculous and 
contemptible, and facilitate the revolution, which the memo- 
rialifts think they have but too much rcafon to fear is medi- 
fating. 

Qpp PRES«a,yE THE.KlMG. 

3i pefted 
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J3e(5ted a kingdom of their own, and who now 
fee^themfelves for ever excluded. Thofe who 
have the forming of the youih^ have reafon to ^753 
promife themfelves a like afcend^ancy over the 
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This bufinefs being fettled, Leicefter-boufe 
went on as it pleafcd. ^ Stone and Murray and 
Lord Bute J were, in perfeft union ; not indeed 
oftenfibly, but confidentially. And in a very 
litrie time, (that is before the War broke out) 
Lord Bath paid his court to Lord Bute, and wa^ 
admitted of his cabinet. Frooi this time may be 
dated that unhappy and dangerous idea> Which ' 
liord Bute had imbibed, of forming ^ double ca- 
binet. He had it from Lord Bath^ who told 
him, the official men ought never to be trlifled 
with information of ^riy meafure^ until it wad 
given them to execute. They were ihtfirvantii . 
he faid, of iht executive poweir, not the power 
itfelf. This extraordinary dodirine will appear 
more fully, if the lertqrs at Fonihill are printed ; 
for Mir, Alderman Heck ford was one of thofei 
who at this time, paid their devoirs at Leicefter-i- 
houfe. 

After Stone and Murray had been acquitted by 
the privy council, very little attention was paid 
to Leicefter-hoyfe, or its concerns, hy xh^ PeU 
hams, or their Whig friends. In a very few years 
the ideas of d feparate intereft, and of a feparattf 
party. Were become peffeftly vifible at Leiccfter- 
houfe. 
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CHAP. XII: 

Sulfidiary Treaties with Hanover, Hejfe and Rujfid 
'^^Payment to Rujfta refufed — Duke of NewcafiU 
fendi^ Mr. Torke to Mr, Pitt— Mr. Fox offers to join 
Mr. Pitt — Debate on the Juhftdiary treaties — Mr^ 
Pitt turned out — His ballances found in the Bank 
-^ib'e Duke^s Miniftry appointed — Further debate 
on the treaties — France menaces an invajton of 
Great Britain — Hejfians and Hanoverians arrive 
in En^land-^France takes Minorca^— Mr. Pitt 
and Mr. Fox explain the caufes of that capture^^ 
Another caufe — Convention with Prujjia. 

CriAT. On the igth of September^ 1755, ^^^ King 

^^^* returned from Hanover, with a fubfidary treaty 

^755- he had concluded with Hefle for 12,000 men, 

for the defence of Hanovef or Great Britain. 

Treaties Another treaty with Roflia^ which he had nego- 

nl-- *" tiated abroad, for 40,000 men for the defence 

Hcfle.and of Hanover, in cafe that EIe<5lorate (hoiild be 

Ruffia. iry^aded, Yizs finijbed, and figned at Kenfington 

on the 30th of the fame month. 

In the month of Odlober, a draft from Peterf- 

burgh, was prefcnted to the Britilh exchequer 

for roo,oool. in confequcnce of the Ruffian 

treaty. Mr. Legge confulted Mr. Pitt. They 

^^Elffia ""^^^d ^^ refufing payment, until the treaty had 

frfufed; been approved of by parliament. 

While 
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While the King was at Hanover, the Duke of Chap; 
Newcaftk received information of the negotia- wf^^^*. 
lions carrying on there; and being fenfible of 1755. 
the difapprobaiion with which the treaties with* 
Hefle and Ruflia, would be received in England, 
be endeavoured, by negotiations at home, to 
llrengthen his minifterial power. Of all his op- 
ponents, he reckoned Mr. Pitt rhe moft formi- 
dable : to him, therefore, he firft applied. He MnYorke 
fent the Honourable Charles Torke to him, to JjJ^^^* 
found hinif as he called it. When Mr, Torkf had 
opened his bufinefs, and began to make a ten;* 
jder of the Duke*s fincere friendfliip for Mr. PiJt, 
his Grace's unlimited confidence in- Mr. 

JFitt flopped him ftiort, and faid, ** that as to 
friendship and confidence, there were none be- 
tween them ; if ever there had been any, they 
were now entirely deftroyed : that he (Mr. Pitt) 
Jaboured under the King's difpleafure, which 
f he Duke of'Newcafile ought to have removed; 
the Duke perfedly knew, that the royal difplea- 
fure arofe from mifreprefentation, and until that 
profcrjption w^s Jak^n off, be would enter into 
no converfation whatever, either with his Grace, 
or with any body from him." 

Mr. Pox having been informed of this differ- ^^^^ ^ox 
fence bptwcei) the Puke of Newcajile and Mr. o&n to 
Pitt 9 made a propofal to join Mr. Pitt againft thcJ^|*^**'* 
Duke of Newcaftk. Mr. Pitt rejefled the pro- 
pofal. It is eafy to fef? Mr. /V/i's motive for this. 
Mr. Pox was the favourite of the Duke of Cum- 
perland; and his Royal Highnefs h^^difTered 

with 
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with the Duke of Newcaftle, concerning the pre-^ 
^.^^^ paraiions for war, in which he thought the lili- 
»755- nifler negligent and backward; and he had ift 
contemplation the appointment of a new mini- 
Itry ;— if Mr. Pin had accepted Mr. Fox\ pro- 
pofal, he muft h^v^ taken a fubordinate' fiiua^ 
tion, which he could never think of under Mr. 

The Prince's party dt Leicefter-houfe, was en- 
Creafing, and Mr. Pitt was ftippofed to belong to 
them ; but it was not true, he was ihcir friend> 
but not their coadjutor. 

Parties were in this ftate when parliament met 
on the 13th of November, 1755. 
• The treaties wth Ruflia and Heffe were men- 
tioned in the King's fpeech. And ^n rnfinuation 
of an engagement to approve of them, was in- 
troduced in the ^ddrefs of each Houfe. 

Mr. Pitt and Mr. l-eggt condemned them in the 
ftrongeft terms. 

'Mr. Pitt's Mr. Pitt (aid, they were advifed, fr?imcd, and cxc- 
fpccch cut^d, not with a view to the defence of Great Britain^ 
againftthe in cafe (he fllould be Ihvaded by Prance : not with a view 
treaties to protcA (he allies of Greiit Britain^ ifthey{houid be 
with attacked by France : blit pureljr and Entirely for th6 pre- 

Heffc and fervation of Hanover, againft the attempts of France 
p.uma. jjjj j^g,. confederates ; which I believe to be fo entirely 
. jj g the only objefl of the treaties, that I am cottvirtccd they 
* would not have, been made,) had not thit elefhurate be- 
longed to the Sovereign of this ifland. ^ 

They muft be confidered as parts of a va(l comprehen- 
. five fyUem, to gather knd iiotobine the powers of the 
European continent into a defenfive alliancei of niag'ti- 
tude fufficient to withftand the utmoft efforts of FiraoCe 
^tii^ hd: adherents againft the ele^orate \ and all this to. 
• '" • . . ^ .• - \^ 
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be cffefled at the fingle expence and charge of Gfet^ CnxK 
Britain. ^ XII. 

1 conceive this whole fyftem and fcjieme of politics, tp ^w.^-y"'^ 
be abfolutely im practicable. 1 759 

This unfizablc, projeft, iltipradlicable and defperate as 
It is, U^ith refpea to all human probability of fucceCs, 
will, if fully purfued, bring bankruptcy upoi? QtQit 
Britain. 

The three lad wars with Francr doft Britain above one 
hundred and twenty millions of money, according to the 
bed of my information ; which fum amounts to the rate 
of more than forty millions each war. If I were to be 
provided with materials to be more exa£l, I Ihould no| 
think it worth while to confolt them for the fake of ac- 
curacy, the immcnfity of the fum being fuch by any 
calculation, that a miftake of a few millidns can produce 
tio fenfible abatement in the argument ; for whether forty 
or thirty millions be the* medium of our former expence in 
the three wars with France, the prefent fyftem of politics, 
if carried Toundly into execution, p'refents us with an 
effufion of treafure ftill more enormous, becaufe in the 
jSrft place, the maintenance of our juft, and neceflary 
lurar in North America, an obje<3: which had no place 
in the times of King William and Queen Anne, and did 
not run very high in the late war, will prove a very in- 
flammatory article in our account; and in the next 
place, the expence of paying and feeding thofe military 
multitudes wnich fought the former wars, was divided 
between the jgnglifli, the Dutch, arid other nations, in 
the alliance. All which expen<ie is by the fyftem of 
|hefe treaties prepared for Britain alone j and when we 
confider, that fuch immenfe ilfues of money, outmea- 
iuring any experiment of paft time, are to be iupplied 
by new loans, heaped. upon a debt of eighty millions, 
who will anfwer for the confequcnce, or mfure us from 
|:he fete of the decayed ftates of antiquity. < 

We are prefied into the feryice of an electorate. We 
have fttfFercd ourfelves to be deceived by names and 
found, the balance tof power, the liberty of Europe, a 
common caufcj and many more fuch cxpreffions, with- 
out any other meaning, than ^o cxhauft our wealth, 
•fOttfuftic the profits of our tradej and load our pofterity 
^ft^ intolerable burthens. Nottt? but a nation, that 
' * ' , had 
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Chap. ^^^ ^^^ ^'^ ^SP^ of virility would fubmit to be Co treat- 

XII. td.f ' — . . 

h^v — ' * * The 

1755;- 

f Mr. Pift fpokc a fecond time in this debate. It is not- 
lit prcfent known, that any notes have been preferved of thi^ 
fecond fpeech. But it is certain, that the argument of it was 
j>erfc6Uy fimilar to the following proteft : 

]rIousE OF X>o&Ds, November 13, 1755. 

It was moved to leave put tliefe words in the motion for an 
addrcfs— 

" Or againft any other of his dominion?, although not bc- 
^* longing ta thecnJwn of Great Britain, in cafe they fhaU 
^' be attacked on account' of the part taken by his Majeily, 
« for the fuppqrt of the effentialinterpfts of Great Britain." 
After debate; ■ *'* 

The queftion was put| " whether tbefe words (hall fi:an4 
part of the qucftion ?" 

It was refplved in the affirmative. 

Dlffenttentf 
I ft/ Becaufe tjic words of the addrefs objeAed to, pledging 
the honour of the nation to hife Majefty in defence of his dec* 
toral dominions,' at this critical conjund^ure, and under our 
prcfent -encumbered and perilous circumftances, tend not only 
to miflead his -Majefty into a'^dlabious and delufive hope, that 
they can' be defended at the expencc of this country, but 
fcem to be- the natural ai^d obvious mean§ of drawing on at- 
tacks upon tlipfe ' eledoral dominions ; (hereby kindlipg a 
ruinous war upon the continent of Eiirope^ in which it is 
nest to iropofTible tjwit we can prove tupcefsful, and under 
which Great Britain and the eje^ioratc itfelf may be involved 
in one common deft^uftioi^. 

2dly. Becaufe it i^, ip efFe6l, defeating the intention of 
that part of the aft of Settlement (the fecoiid great charter 
of England,) whereby jt is enaftedi " That in cafe the crown, 
and imperial dignity of this realm- (hall hereaftfer come to any 
perfon not being a native of this kingdom of England, the 
pation be not obliged to engage in any war for the defence of 
any dominions or territories which do not belong to the crowh 
of England, without the confcnt of parliament." For if, at 
this jun6kare, under all the circumftances of oiir prefent quar- 
jrel with France, to which no other prince in Europe is a party, 
and in which we do not call for, nor wifli to receive, the leaft 
lIPjUJC^ from the clcdtoratc of Hanover, it ihall be deemed 
;.,.., neceflary 
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The ^ddrefs, however, was ?grecd to. But Chai, 
next day the Duke's negotiations for a new ^^^- 
ir>iniflry being finilhed, and his arrangements "^7755?^ 
ready, Sir Thomas Robinfon refigned upon a pen- 
fion for three lives,' zn^ the wardrobe. Mr. Fox 
was on thq faip.e day appointed Secretary df StatQ 
in his roqm. 

On the 20th of November, 1755, Mr- Jf^/// Mr. Plt^ 
and Mr. Legge were difmilfed ifrom their of- ^f^"^»^«J? 
fices, as werd alfo Meflrs. Georg^e zvid James 
Grenville. 

it is proper to repiark, not only becaufe the 
pircumftance is peculiar, and exhibiting a pro- 
minent feajure in Mr. Fiit^s charadter ; but as 
it is an example worthy the imitation of all 
honeft ftatefmen, that when Mr. Pitt was turned 
out, all the balances belonging to his office^ 
were lodged in the bank, Thole who encourag- 
ed the many attempts which were made to throw 
a (hade upon his moral charadler, were the dif- 

neceiTary in juftice and gratitude, for thk nation to mak^ the 
declaration objected to, there never can be a Ctuation, or point* 
of time, the fame reafons may not be pleaded, and fubfift ii^ 
full force 5 nor can Great Britain ever engage in a war with 
Frailce, in the defence of her moft effential interefts, her com- 
merce, and her colonies, in which (he will not be deprived of 
the moil invaluable advantages of fituation, beilowed upon 
her by God and Nature, as an ifland. 

3dly. Becaufe, without any fuch previous engagement, his 
Majefty might lafely re}y upon the known attachment of this 
Houfe to his facred perfon, and upon the generofity of this 
country, ^mous and renowned in all times, for her humani- 
ty and magnanimity, that we fhould fet no other bounds to 
an objedl fo defirable, but thofe of abfolute necefhty and fclf- 
prefervation, the firfl and great law of nature. 

Temple. 

coverere 



KlI. 
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CriAF. coverers of this faft, to their utter mortifica- 
tion. 

Sir Oeorge Lyttelton, afterwards Lord Lytielton, 
was made Chancellor of the Exchequer , Lord Bar^. 
Kewmi- rington^ S^txQ\,2ixy at War, Lord Parlington and 
'^^'^* hord I) upplin pint Pay makers, Mr. Doddington^ 
afterwards Lord Mekombe^ Trcafurcr of the Na- 
vy ; and many other alterations took place, which 
the reader will find in the general lid of admi- 
niftrations at the end of the work. 

The new adminiftration were called the Dukes's 
Minijiry-y becaufe his Boyal Highnefs had re- 
commended the principal peifons \yho compofed 
;t. Koiwithftanding the refpedlability "pf the 
recommendation, yet there never wa§ an admi- 
niilratipn more unpopular and odious. 

The firlt meafure was to vote the ico,oooU 
for Ruflia, which iMr. Piit and Mr. Legge had re- 
fiifed to pay: alfo 54,000!. to the Landgrave 
ofHefle. 

M P* t* ^^* ^^^^ oppofed the Votes. Me co^^tcndcd, that ^ 
Jar, rit a ^^y^\ ^g,.^ ^g could and ought to fupport ; but a con-- 

agalnft fo-^^"^"^*' ^*^* ^^^^ ^^^^ fyftem, we could not. He ad- 
ygjg„ £yjj_'mitted, that regard ought to be had to Hanover, but it 
fidws. ftould be fecondariJy. if Hanover was made our firft 
objeQ, and we proceeded upon this fyftem, it would lead 
us to bankruptcy. It was impoffiblc td defend Hano*^ 
*^*^* Ver by fubfidieS. An open country could not be de- 
fended againft a neighbour^ who eould fi^arch 150,006 
ihfen into it, and fupport them by as matiy n^tbre. If 
Hanover Ihould be attacked oil account of her conncftioft 
with Great Britain, We ought not to make peace, until 
we had procured her full and ample fatisfaflion, fcvr 
every injurv and damage flie may have fuftained. But ttes 
idea of defending Hanover by fubfidics, he ridiculed, as 
f repofteroQSi abfurd^ and impfa£licable. This fyftem, 

he' 
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tie faidy would, in a few years^ coft us niiDre money 
than the fee fimple of the ele£torate was Mrorth j for it 
Was ^ place of fuch inconfiderable note, that its natne' 
was not to be found in the map. He ardently wiflied to 
bre^k thefe fetters, whiph chained us^ like Prometheus^ 
to that barren roclc. 
i" . . .- 

In the months of January and February, 1^56, 
France beg^n to mgrch large bodies of her troops 
towards tlit: iea coaft, particulaily into Picardy, 
and to Dunkirk ; and threatened to invade Great 
Britain. Thefe preparations overwhelmed our 
timid cabinet wirh alarm aqd defpair. The mi-' 
niftry thought it was *• wifeft and heft*" to de* 
fend Great Britain with an army. Accordingly 
in the month of March, the King fent a meffage 
to parliament, acquainting them, that he had 
tnade a requifition for a body of Heflian troops, 
purfuant to the treaty lately made with the Lan» 
grave of Hefle Caffcl, to be brought forthwith 
hither. — Both Houfes thanked the King for hia 
meffage. 

The unanimity with which thefe addreffes of 
thanks hdd been carried, encouraged Mr. Pox to 
move another addrefs to the King ; which was, 
befeeching his Maje(ly,.that for the more cfFcc:- 
tual defence of this ifland, and for the better fcr 
curity of the religion and liberty of his fubjeds 
againft the threatened attack by a foreign ene- 
my, he woqld be gracioufly pleafed to order 
twelve battalions of his eledloral troops, together 
'lp«rith the ufual detachment of artillery, to be 
forthwith brought into this kingdom. 

There was fome debate upon this motion; 
^t people in general were afraid to oppofc it ; 

bccauf^ 
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Chaf. becaufe they fprefaw it would be immediately 
^^^^^^^^faid they were Jacobites, and meaqt to favour 
175^. a defign of bringing in the Pretender again ; and 
Mr. Fox threw out this idea, when he made the 
motion. 
Mr. Pitt Mr. \P/// however declared his difapprobatioif 
bribing ^^ ^^^ nieafure ; the natural force of the nation, 
in foreiga he faicj, was fufBcient to repel any attack of the 
|roop». encoiy. That flate alone is a fovcreign ilate 
qui futs fiat viribus^ non alieno pendet arbiirio, 
whigh fubfifts by its own ftrength, not by the * 
courtefy of its neighbours. 

Accordingly next month both Heffians ancl 
Hanoverians arrived in England, and were en- 
camped in different parts of the kingdom. 

The people hearing their danger from autho- 
rity, and feeing thefe foreigners brought over 
p defend them^ were paqic ftruck, and gave 
ihemfelves up to defpair. 

This condudl of the court of France, in me- 
nacing an inyafipn upon England, was no other 
than a feint to conceal her real defign ; wbiph 
was an attack upon Minorca, or Gibraltar. The 
French cabinet had formed this defign with ^ 
view to induce Spain to join in the war? btjt 
they did not communicate their defign to the 
court of Madrid, until it was too lat?. For the 
King of Great Britain ip hi? memorials to the 
Spanifli miniftry, prefented by the Britilh mini- 
fter at Madrid, complained of the condudt of the 
French in America, and of their hoftiledefigqs 
jn gurope^ of which the I^ing takes notice in 

hjs 
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his fpeech at the opening of the feflion, and fays, 
that the King of Spain had aftured him he would 
obferve a ftrid neutrality. itIs- 

In the month of. December, 1755, it was de- 
liberated in the F^rench cabinet, whether they 
Ihotild attack Gibraltar, of Minorca. The for- 
mer was determiiled upon ; and that when it was 
cotiquered, it fiiould be given to Spain, if Spain 
Would join France in the war againfi Great Bri- 
tain. The King of Spain rejedled the propof^l^ 
on account of the pacific aifurances abovetnen- 
tiotied, which he had fo recently given. So the 
French changed their plaa, and attacked Minor- 
ca. They might have taken Gibraltar at that 
tiiiie, for it wa^ almoft defencelefs. It is not pro- 
bable, th^t it would have held out fo long as fort 
St. Philip did. iHtowever, fome months before 
the French landed Upon Minorca, our miniltry 
received repeated information of the prepara- 
tions making at Toulon, for equipping a fleeti 
and embarking an army, with all the implements 
necefiTaty for a fiege, and the moft pofitive af- 
futances, that Minorca was the objed of attack; 
but they were fo thoroughly frightened by the 
French menaces of an invafion of Great Britain, 
that they gave neither attention nor credit to the 
information concerning Minorca; although it 
came in lireams from all pans of Italy, the 
fouih of France, and other places. In March 
they believed the intelligence and not before. 
The fate of Minorca, and all the circumftances Minorca 
Attending it, are very well known, ^,ord ^nfon tJ^ken. ' 
was the perfon moft in fault. 

' ' Mr. 
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CtiAP. Mr. Pit} Upon his legs in the Houfe of (Jom- 
^^^J^ nions, charged the lofs of Minorca upon Lord 
«755« ^^/^* ^nd the Duke of tJewcaJlle ; and added, 
with rcfpeft to Lord Anfon particularly/ that he 
was not fit to command a cock-boat upon the 
river Thames. [But in his. fpcech, on the 22d 
of January, 1770, which fee in the fecond vo- 
lume, hfc faid the lofs of Minorca was owing to 
the want of four battalions*] 

Mr. Fox faid, the lofs of Minorca was owing 
to the Dutch refufing the fix thoiifand men, he 
demanded, according to the treaty of 1674; for 
had they been granted, ho. could have relieved 
Minorca. There may be fomething in this ; 
but the Dutch were juftifiable in their refufal : 
if they had complied; the French vvould have 
treated them as paincipals in the war* The great 
error was in the admiralty not fending a larger 
Admiral fleet, and riot fending it'fooner. Mr; Byng's 

tnfi^dr ^'^^y ^^^'^ ^^^' acting with too much prudence. 
He was facrificcd, through the management of 
Lord H— — , (o fcfeen Lord Anfon ; and fo de- 
termined were this party upon the meafure, that 
(hey had provided a naval officer upon whorti 
they could rely, for Prejident of the court-martial, 
had not Lord Temple prevented it. It is one of 
the worft features in the charadler of George the 
Second^ that he yielded to this manoeuvre ; and 
he^was highly offended with Lord Temple for def- 
feating it. Mr. Pitt faid afterwards in the Houfe 
of Commons, that more honour would have ac- 
crued to the King and nation, from a pardon to 
the unhappy admiral, than from his execution. 

In 
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tn order the more efFe(5lually to provide for Cha*; 
the fecurity of Hanover, darly in the month of s,.^..,--^ 
January, 1756, a convention was made with the 1755* 
King of Pruflia ; the main objed of vi^hich was, ^ 
to keep all foreign troops out of Germany ; and tian with 
parliament voted zcoool. to make good this^*""®** 
treaty. Thus the treaty with Ruffia was virtu- 
ally renounced. 



CHAP. 



( i6o ) 



G H A P. XIIL 

Further account of Leicefter HouJe-^The two Prirt^ 
ceffes of Brunfwick in England — (Hbfervations — ^ 
Mt. Pox refigns — Carte blanche offered to Mr. 
Pitt — Miniftry changed— Mr. Pitt appointed Se- 
cretary of State— The King and Duke mjbed to 
have kept Mr. Fojt. 
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Cf*Ap; X HE natidn was highly incenfed by the loffM 
s^^Ll^ of Minorca, of the fort of Ofwego in America, 
1756. and by fotnt other defeats and mifcarriages. 
The »appearance of the HefTians and Hanoveri- 
ans in Erighrid, ferved but id encreafe the pub- 
lic indignation. A fpirit of refentment, aind of 
deteftation of the minifters^ pervaded every part 
of the kingdom. 

Bcfidcs the frowning afpeft of public affairs, 

there was Another of a private^ but not lefs 

alarming nature to the miniftry. This v\*s the 

t • ft party at Leicefter- houfe. The PHnce*s levees 

houfc ' were crouded. Mr. Pitt, Lord Temple, and the 

party,. Grenvilles, and many others, were frequently 

feen three.' This gave the Lord Chancellor CHard- 

wickej and the Duke of Newcajile much concern.* 

Their wtjb was now to get poffeffiori of the Prince^ 

Accordingly they advifed the King to fend at 

meflage to his Royal Highnefs, offering him a 

faite of apartments at St: James's aind Kenfington 

palaces. 
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pdlaces. Had this fiep been taken in the year CuAr, 
1752, it might, have been produAive of the hap- ^^^^* 
pieft emancipation. There would have been ,^jg, 
Dvifdom in the meafure at that time: and it muft 
have fucceeded. But in 1756 it was too late; 
the bloflbm was off, and the fruit was fet. Upon 
the receipt of this meflage, Leicefter*houfe was 
thrown into the deepeft confternation. The two 
PrincefTes of Brunfwick, whom the King had 
laft year invited to Hanover, were now in Eng- 
land. 

We are yet xc^ near the time, to relate, with 
fafety, all the circumftances of this interefting 
aSain 

There is fuch a delicacy prevails in England, obferra. 
greater than in fome arbitrary monarchies, con- tions. 
cerning the cQndud of the Royal Family, that 
truth of them is ufually fupprefled» until it is for* 
gotten. The j*ufticc of hiftory is thereby per- 
verted; and the conftitution, in this important 
point, is literally and efficiently deftroyed. 
The King of England is no more than the 
firft magiftrate. It is an office held in truft. 
And although the maxim is, that he can do no 
wrong, which is founded iipon the prefumption, 
that every privy counfelfor, according to the 
Adl of Settlement, ftgns the advice he gives ; 
yet this law is hot always obferved, and if it 
were, all important rpatters are tranfaded in the 
King's name^ and he aflents to them. In whofe 
name then are they \o be fcrutinized, examined, 
and canvaiTed? The advifer is feldom known. 

Vol. I. M The 
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Chan The nation has unqneftionably as deep dfl ttH 
^}^ , ^c^cft f" ^^^ cdndiift of the Roy^l- l^^anrjiiy, ds trl 
' the cbridudl of the Miniftry. Will Any body 
how fay, that the Gefrrtan meafures in the reiga 
of Gforgi the SeioHd, iivere dot the fdWiariH meiH 
fiires of th^t King, or that they did not origirkil^ 
with him ? If the free fpirit of the conffitdtldh 
wa$ fairly rccdgriizcrd, it muft appear, th^t ife^ 
tohdiift of the Royal Family, is, in every part 
of it, t py^pe^- fubjeifl fbr pubKc difquifition. 
The people are interefted in it ; the welfai*aof 
thb country i^ concerned rn tt. Eveo the female 
branches are called the cbilireH of tie naiion ; add 
when they marry, their portions are taken oift 
of the public piirfe. But law^yerd fay, the peo- 
ple can only kilow, and fpeaki by their reprer 
fematives. If this legal opini^i id uretl fomnded^ 
the liberty of the prefs, which Eftgliftinn^ fome- 
times efteem^ but oftedbr betray, is a (hadow, 
Hn ignis fatuus. Certain it is^ that timefarving 
judges, and //wtirf juries, have made a deeper in- 
ctfion in the liberties of England, than all the 
arms of all the Stuarts. Some y^ears a^ it was 
a notion in Weilminfterhatl, that no perfoo out 
of parliament, had a right to make obfervations 
upon the fpeech delivered by the King to his 
parrliament. Hut after a little reflection and exa- 
mination, this law notion was exploded ; it vras 
infupportable : it tended to eftabiiih a privileged 
vehicle of .intpofition upon the whole nation: 
than which tiothing could be toore u»juft, nor 
more foreign to the Briiifli coixftitutioa. The 
people have a right td examine the condu^ of 

every 
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cfWf iMa& ifl' a puWit fituiildA r 2!nd it Will Cj 

hardly be <5^tdri(Jetfi Aat'they hav'dno'imer'eft 

irt^ ifcat 6? thfc Royal family: nieJr^oire in thofc ""7^^ 

cafe, wh^rt f*i€f p«ty i^ riot orily ih tfidhigfifert'^ 

dev^rioiti iMSt poffelftd th^? gf^fefteff- Extent ot- 

pdW^r, dries nM'tb^ i!9tVfm/^'df th^rsr^^ 

iti<)ll effetttklly thdir concern ^ "^d this delicat!>f; 

cP fotiiethirig v^rTe, is to be a&dbid', the ^^tfe- ' 

ral falfification of all modern hiftoty. Tf tha 

ir^der ^ill giVe Wmfclf th^trbufcift to cdthi^ixt 

thd art'e'cdd^tfs erf" this \tork, wiih thfe hiftorieS^^f 

th€f dmes, he u'Hl fee a manifeft difFercticc ; arid'-' 

y«5l th6 Wfitef declares, that htf has nof it*iftrferf 

a fingle word, which> lA bis jtKlgdidnt, i^ not^ 

ftmti^d id the pbrcft v^raGhy. 

\Ve vvHlfrcffurn to the fad! bfe^re lis. All that- 
dab with prudence, oi* impuiiity, bd added at pre- 
fetlt is, the offer was nrit' accepted*. Upon which 
fowfethihg elfe Was talked of. But Lord Timj^/r' 
and Mr. hn ' * fteod in tbe gdp\ and Javed Leicef^ 
Hr-boufe^r 

The Mimfters having fail^ in their dcfign ; 
atid being frightened at the florin of public ito- 
digestion, which was ready to biirft upon iheir 
beads, determined to refign. Thd Duke of A&^* 
caftk applied to Mr. Pitt. His Grace affirrod 
him, the King was perfe<fUy agreeable to take 

* A Piincefs of the Houfe of Saxc Gotha was in the con- 
templation of the Princefs of Wafeiar. Bnt the intention ^i^g* 
di&pprovedby a higher pexfon. 

f i hefe are the concluding words of one of Lord T ^*f 

letters, in which the particma^ of this affair are ftafed ; and^ 
which, may, itt a futtfTd' ^f be pikUifliea^ to Ikty^ Xhxf ffFdih>^^ 
jhkk of certain peqpli* 

M z him 
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Chif. him into his fervice. Mr. Pitt anfwered hitn 
^^ J foJ^ewhai abrubtly, that be would accept of no 
filuation under.his Grace, This was on the zcih 
of Olflober, 1756. The King ihqn defircd the. 
Duke of Devonjbire to go to Mr. Pitt^ who was 
Carte at Hayes^ in Kent, and offer hini a carte-blancbe^ 
Mn*kt?^*^^P' as to Mr. Fwc, whom the King wilhed to 
' keep in his fervic^. Mr. Pitt gave a pofitive re- 
fufal as to Mr. Fox. 
Miniftry When Mr. Fox heard this, he immediately re- 
»«fi«"' figned : His refignation threw the Miniftry into 
confufion ; and diftreflcd the King extremely. 
The Duke of Newcaftle and the reft of his Ma* 
jefty's fervants refigned alfp. , 

New Mi- At the earned requeft of the King, the Duke 
niftry, of Devonjbire took the Duke of N^wcajllis placq 
at the treafury ; and again waited on Mr. Piit. 
at Hayes, with a meffage from his Majefty, re- 
quefting to know the terms upon which he would 
come into office. Mr. Pitt gave his arrangement. 
Himfelf to'be fecretary of ftate. Lord Temple 
firft lord of the admiralty. Mr. Legge Chan- 
cellor of the exchequer. The great feal to be in 
commiffion. G, GrenviUe^ treafurer of the navy. 
y. Grenville 3. Lord of the Treafury, &c. &c.— ;• 
The whole were accepted. 

While this change of Minifters was in agita- 
tion, the King gave orders for the return of the 
Hanoverians to Germany. It was the King's re- 
folution, to afTemble an army for the defence of 
Hanover, early in the fpring, and to give the 
command to tl\e Duke of Cumberland. It was, 
with this view, that the treaty • with Heffe had 

been ' 
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been - made ; and that the Duke of Cumberland Chap, 
had formed the laft Miniftry, as . confiding of ,31J^ 
thofe perfonsin whom his RoyaiKighnefs thought 1756, 
he could beft confide; and that was the reafoa. 
the king wi(hed to keep Mr. Fox \n place, be- 
caufe he knew the Duke had a great partiality 
for him. But the tide of public odium having 
fet fo (Irong againft Mr. Fox, and his coad- 
jutors, the Court were obliged to furrender ; 
and to admit Mr. Fi//. The King, however, con- 
tinued his refolution to purfue the plan he had 
laid down, for the proteflion of his German do- 
minions. 

On the 28th of November, 1756, the Princ? 
of fVales^s boufebold being eftablilhed, he hel^ - ■'■ 
his firft levee at Savile-houfe*. 

* The principd perfons of his Royal Highne^'s houfehoM- r : . 
were: 

Earl of Bute, groom of the ftole. . u , 

£ad of Huntingdon, mafter of the horfe. 
Earl of Sttflex, Lord Down, and Lord Robert Bertiet 
with the Earls of Pembroke and Eufton, and Lord 
Digby, lords of the bed-chamber. 
' MefTrs. Schutz and Peachy, with Hon. S. Mar(ham» ' 
. Hon. G. Monfon, C. Ingram, and E. Nugent, grooma 
of the bed-chamber. 
Lord Bathurft, treafurer. 

Hon. James Bnidnell, privy purfc. S> Fanfligw, 

comptroller 
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CHAP XIV. 

Higblqndersr^Rffufes tqfupfiort ih Duke^ C^u^ 
fferJandr^Comm/fniied to reJi^n-r-Piff^nied wittf 
the fr^fdm of f^VfX^l qiUf arid forppMiaffSTrrr 
The Km^s dijlr^J[fti—Mr. l^iit mfideMinifi,er up-^ 
Pfibis (rm termer-Mis triumph ^^r Afr- fypf^r 
The cgrnJfQndenc^ qf the 4dmrajt^ ^ivM to Mn 
Pitt. 

Chaf. §UrN the fecond of Dccembery 175(5, Parlia* 

-^^^* ment met. The.finft meafune of Government, 

1756. after the fending away the Hqffian troops, was 

Mr. Pitt's ^he eftabftfh merit of ft national mifiiia. ": 

firft Ad- 

jniniftrati- _ _ ^ « > • 1 

on. On the Jfeft. fit Juswigrf , tj^f, ©rders^irere 

given for T^lfyv^xWb thpufjjo^! rpe^ !n the High- 
' fands of Scotland, (gf il^e Bfii^ fprf/ifff \q Ame- 
thoufand ^^^* '^^s ixieafure reAd^d the ^reateft honour 
Highland-*upbu Mr. Pittas wifdom anjj peijetratjon ; and 
*"* whether he adopted it fro» tin? pa{Mr, whid) the 

reader' wilt find in the note, or whether it origi- 
nated with himfelf, it equally Ihewed the fupe- 
riority of his mind, to all vulgar and local pre- 
judices. * He fent a fquadron to the Eaft Indies, 
^ under 

*' Th« ibllowing plan, for carrying on the war, was fuh- 
nltted to bis Royal Highnefs the Duke of Cumterland in Minf 

17^^ 
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upfler A4tniral Stevens ^ aaci another to ihc Weft Cimf. 
Indi^s^ under Admiral Cotes. His refoluiion was^^^l*^ 
tp 42:aiplQy, the wbob BriuOi fleet. , 17^7. 

The 

1756, and was, by his Royal Highnefs'a command, delivered 
txi Mr. Pittf by the Earl of Alhemark^ in December 1 756 :— 

** Frahce conftantly keeping numerous armies in pay, is 
.*hya)!» pn?P»rai for >^r. W^^ <rf a fl»^ dai^liod^, foi: liie 
.9iG|^ p^rtb ieajve 0roxf^ ^d«af^t«|^60ii8 to, that kingdom, but 
Ifrafvof )png.f:oiMi»nu^^ T^ 4e^ii^69^9laa4Nn9^8to tfcc 
P^^fe . If the^rcfent i^w i» w^Bcpodut^edjb^lo^e the ne^t 
■y^f f 1^ tb^t na^p;^ vflU be ^I)ed ^ith^ com^ints of \^fk% and 
W»^Jft^k%*f frtje^lJQVftil fer*l|©fi*cceflcf^awft ^eir «9eini«B. 

♦^ TL>q b^d forces ip Qroat Briton a^d Irfifcmd^ may b^ 
jut Qn 9 better fl^HAnie^t, ty raifmg n^o^e infentryl. Ti|{o 
.th^f^|i4:tH>rre qf i^ ^^omiiHitioQS^ are (igifl^^aept lor the fer- 
yiqes ^ ^ire^ 6ri|ai<i ; and Qpe thoui^nd dn^ppns for Ire- 
i|iBd.. The tpoqpcr? apd drs^oons reduced wiU form feveiil 

** TJ^e JBpritijQi FcgiaventQ pf fpqt yfp\iiL appear fiobl^i^ if 
tJ»J?y Qpp|?ptte4 twelve companies in cs^iph j two of them gra- 

*^ %^ro«0Rient ip agricu]t;we, fiih^ricM* m^tiv^xng af)d 
^aal^TKyig ^fiii|ai%Ures, the in<;f eafe of b«(il4io^3j i(;c; give fo 
much employment, that workmen are wanted in moft parts of 
ilnghn^. 

" 'y^qreftwe it h ^pe<H«*t to procure o«t ©| Gefm«ay> 
fpix^e regiii9ep^% for the fervice of ^^erica, ^d re^aird them 
vritft t^vjSf ^K t^e conclutpn of the war. . 

•* it9f;at€gi0enfit » (A^i^</»i^« w|<? fflfifj* ma^\h raided 'm 
4h Nff^ff ^ ^P^ia^foK tfte fiiidferv'tcti and on ih /afte term*. 
Jfi0 ^dppn tkk i/hri4 ^^ ^^^f* ti^aiyUd fir f&d American luar 

*^ Certainly the Scots regiments 5,in the Dutch fervice ought 
immediately to be recaUed. Better it will be for them to ferve 
their oi^n- country, than perifh in fickly g^rrifer^, 

" In the North of Ireland two thoufand brave Protcftants, 
or qaore, Jf neceflary, might be raifed with celerity and faci- 
lity Upon the promife of havi^ij bn<l* affigped to them| when 
the war is finifbed. 

** It ought not to be fnppofed, that the French really in- 
tend to invade Great Britain or Ireland ; the d^cultles and 
dangers which mull attend the enterprize, are more than 
eno)igh to deter them ; nevertlielefs, the report of an invafion, 

made 
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Chap. The debates in Parliament were few, and in- 

^^- confiderable this feffion- Although Mr. Piii de- 

17^7- '^^^^^^ ^ meflage from the King, requefting a 

fum of money for the army that was forming in 

jGermany, he did not fupport the motion. 

The 

' made fuch an impreffion on the minds of fotne men in power, 
^r they would have it fo believed^ that this idle rumour or 
feint occafioned the lofs of Mtnorcat and the negled of 
fending fo many (hips as were neceffary in the Weft Indies. 

" The naval forces of Great Britain being more than twice 
• as ftrongasthe French, and this kingdom fo well provided 
with conveniences for conftrufbing (hips of war, that three 
may be built here, as foon as one in France ; the Britiih 
cruifers aid fquadrons may always exceed the French by a 
third in all parts^ which mud diftfefs their commerce to a 
high degree, ruin their iiiheries, and ftarve the inhabitants in 
the French fugar colonies. The war continuing three or four 
years, France muft inevitably be greatly diftreffed, her mer- 
chants bankrupted, and her manufadupes brought to ruin ; 
others obliged to fcek their food in foreign countries ; where- 
as, in England, the mantifa^ures, more efpeciaUy the wool- 
len, fell at higher rates, when at war with France, than in 
times of pekce. 

** When the French perceive, this nation takes proper 
means for maitataihing a war, and that their fecret friends are 
deprived of dtre&lf^ and admlnlfiering the affairs of this govern^ 
menit (a) they wUl ufe every artifice and device that fraud 
and cunning can' fuggeft, to make an injidious peace : but it is 
cameftly recommended, that the war may endure until the 
enemy is entirely fubdued in America, and fo totally difabled, 
as not to become troublefome to this kingdom in future times.** 

Note^ by the Author of the preceding :- 

(a) When his Royal Highnefs formed the adminiftration, 
of which Mr. Fox had the lead, the French perceived this 
influence kA "their fecret friends fomewhat abridged ; and al- 
though they ftill had a (hare of power, yet they were obh'ged 
to a6t very cautioufly. Upon the adminiftration being put into 
the hands of Mr. AV/, thefe fecret friends were wholly excluded 
from the cabinet. While he guided. Great Bntain was tn her 
hmm hands. When in the next reign, peace was refolved upon, 
c. . thofe 
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The late cabinet faw, that the King, was very Chap. 
far from being reconciled to Mr, Pitt. They ^^^* 
employed every fecret whifperer, to widen the ^^gj^ 
breach, and filled every private channel to the 
royal car with prejudices againft Wm. An en- 
quiry was inftituted into the caufes of the lofs of 
Minorca, which, if poffible, encreafed their dif- 
approbation. But the circumftance which offend- 
ed his Majefly^moft, was Mr, Pittas refufal to fup- 
port the army in Germany ; in which refufal he 
was joined by Mr. Legge. The Duke was preparing 
to fet out for Germany ; and the royal requeft^ at 
firft, was to have an immediate fupply of mo- 
ney, without waiting for the approbation of Par- 
liament. The King ah 1 puke finding the new 
Miniflers hoftile to their plan of German mea- ; 

ftjres, determined to remove them. The Duke 
declared, he would not go to Germany unlefs 
Mr. Pitt was retiioved. On the 5th of April, j^^. Pitt 
1757, ^he King commanded Mr. Pitt to refign ;rcfufc8to 
and on ihe gxh the Duke fee out for Germany, [^^^^^^^^f 
Lord Temple was alfo turned out, and LordiCumbcr- 
IVinchelJta put at the head of the admiralty ; Mr'J*^^' 
hegge was turned out, and Lord Mansfield v^eis 
appointed to fucceed him ; no fucceffor wns ap- 
pointed to Mr Pitt\ Lord Holderneffe, the other Se- 
cretary of ftate, executed the duties of both offices. 

tBofe fecret friends came foprard again, to condu6^ the nego- 
ciation. Then Mr. Pitt was forced out of adminiftration. He 
then felt the fecret influence of the clofet. Our allies were 
deferted ; and peace was made with the enemies of the nation, 
who were the friends of thefe fecret friends. 

This 




(170 ) 

This (jiange of the Mmiftry operated like a 
a convulfion on the nation. The people weroex- 
Itjsi- flrperated beyond meafure, at the AifmifSom qf 
Mr. Pitt and Mr. Ligge, whom they now joined 
togethefr asihe political faviours of the king- 
>dom. Thefe difmiiTions were unlverfally af- 
bribed to the feccet influence whidi, it was be* 
lieved, the late in'intfiers flill poiTefled in the 
•Kit)g's clofet. 

It was judged unconftitutional to addref^ the 

throne upon thefe cbange$ ; therefore another 

Qietbod was adopted to convince the King of the 

fentiments of the nation. This was to fend ad- 

with^thc^ dreffes of thanks to the difmiflcd patriots, ex- 

frecdom prefling the higheft approbation of their conduit ; 

^fcTcral iyjih prefenis of their freedom of moft of the 

*^ * principal corporations, in gold and other boi^es, 

of great value and curious workmanfliip. 

This inteftine commotion alarmed the Court 
exceedingly. They faw the danger of permit- 
ting the fcrmpnt to encreafe. The Duke pf A&w- 
caftU,' though at this .time not in ofHce, was the 
firft perfon who went to the King, and advjfed 
his Majefty to recall Mr, Pitt. The Monarch 
?iiiff ^^P^ ' ^^ complained of all his fervants. He 
' thought none of them had ^&td with fidelity to- 

wards him, fmce the time of Sir R. fValpoU. At 
length, he confcnted to give the Duke of New^ 
caftle foil power to negociate with Mr. Pitt, and 
all his fri^nd^. The Duke of Newapki^vf Mr. 
Piit and hovATempk privately : for alfhough the 
(tream of popularity run in favour of Mr. Pitt 

and 
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flWd )Mr,./^^/?, yiPt in all merfirrei of confe-^ C«aju 
q«ep4;pMr, /^// foldy jponfidcd inLwid ?«»!p/^,;J"^ 
T^fee D?fep: iflforiped Mr. Piu^ thsi he was com- 1757. 
ipiflSiW^ t^y the Kieg Xo agree to Mr. AVf 
urFm$; %v\A l|<2 hoped, wd trufted, that fiich 
(f^ndefMafion in bis jVS^jefly would meet with 
tlie «noft favourable interpretation. Mr. Pitt's : 
Eepjy was fuU of gpatttude and humility to the ^^^^ Jj|. 
King. Tbe Duke then fatd» that it was hisnifteron 
lWajefty*s wiih to forai an liealitsg ad mifiift ration, ^" ^"^^ 
and he had left it entirely <o the Duke of Netm- 
€Afili and Mr. Pitt, to fcttk Qvtty arrangement, 
in the mcA amicable manner. 

Mr. Pitt's firft propofition was the exclufion 
cf Lord Aefan from tbe cabinet. The Duke of 
Np^cafile pleaded earneflJy to bave Lord /firrrf- 
m^k^ in ihe cabinet. He faid it was the King's 
tiequeft. Mr. Pitt confented, on condition that 
Sir RfA^rt Hivify bad the great fcal : tljis ftipula-^ 
tipfj was defired by Leicefter-houfer Lord TV.tj- 
fh to be privy feal. Himfelf fecretary of ftate, 
as before. Tbe Duke of N^mcaftk offered Lord 
^mpk the ir^afury, Mr. Pi'i/ interpofed, and 
ftid, ** ibat couJd not be; bis Grace muft go 
jbere himfelf.* But il at any time hereafter, he 

(hould 

♦ '^herc i^feic twQ reafons fpr thm. The fiiift was, the ' 
Hpufeof Cox^monshad been cbofen by Mr. Ptiham\ ^t whofe 
^^th, Msfodei W (as it is. galled} was gmn to tjic Puke of 
^twca/llef and tfiis circamftanqe m^de ahqiier ftfpulation ia 
the arrangement ; vihkh tv^Sf that the Pu^e fhoidd 'transfer 
iis r^amitj tp Mr. Pitt, Mr. -Pto himfelf defcribed this fad, 
oil a jnibfeouent pccafton^ 10 thele words, ^* I borrowed the 
'Sivikt of Nenvc{Ak'*i majbrky to cany on the piibltc b«fine£i.'' 
■^^ •"''.' • The • 
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^"j^* ftiould think proper to retire, Lord TViwpfc ftiould 

v^^^Y-^^ fucceed him." Having gone on fome time, in 

!757- making the arrangements, the Duke faid, what 

(hall we do with Mr. Foxi Mr. Pitt replied, 

" he may have the pay office.** This was a tri- 

Hiatri- umph to Mr. Pitt — to put Mr. Pox Mowhim^ 

Mr! Fox? ^"^ ^"^^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^^ '^^^- ^"^ *^ ^^^ ^ ^"'^' 
* umph too. diminutive for the dignity of Mr. Pittas 

mind. However, he enjoyed it; which (hews 
the influence of liitk^paffions in men of the firft 
abilities. Lord yifffon was propofed for the ad- 
mirahy. Mr. Pitt declared, that Lord yJnfifi 
(hould never have the correfpondence. The 
Duke replied, that would be fuch an alteration 
of the board, as could not be made without hi^ 
Majefty's confent. Here the conferefhce broke 
off. Mr. Pitt had an audience of the King. He 
laid before his Majefty the difference between the 
Duke of Newcajfle and himfelf, concerning the 
admiralty. The King confcnted, that the cor- 
refpondence with the naval officers, ufually in 
in the board of admiralty, (hould be given to Mr. 
Pifif and that the board fhould only (ign the dif* 
patches, without being privy to their contents.* 

It 

The other was — Lord Temple would have had his brother, 
Mr. George Gren^tlle^ for his chancellor of the exchequer ; 
and in that cafe what could have been done with Mr. Legge f 
the public would not at that time have approved of any other 
perfon in that fituation. Mr. Pitt alfo knew that there bad 
been 2^ private underftanding between the l^uke of Newedjtie 
and Mr. Legge^ for fome time pafL 

* The rule or cuftom is, the fecretary of ftate fends all 
tlie orders re^e&mg the naVy, which have been agreed to in 

the 
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It was at this audience that the following remai k- ^^^' 
able words were fpoken, which Lord Nugent re- v,.,^^ -^ 
peated in the Houfe of Comnr-ons, in the year 1757- 
1784; Mr. Pithiaidf " Sire, give me your con- 
fidence, and I will deferve it." The King re* 
plied without hefitaiion, ** Deferve my confi* 
dence, and you (hall have it." Lord Nugent ad- 
ded, *• that Mr. Pitt at laft fo won upon the 
,King, that he was able to turn his very partiali- 
ties in favour of Germany to the benefit of his 
country." Lord i^/j/c>/r took the Admiralty, un- 
der Mr. Pittas limitation ; and Mr. Fox jook the 
pay-office. Mr. Legge had the exchequer. All 
the arrangements being fettled, the parties all 
kiffed hands in July 1757; and the nation was 
thereby reftored to tranquillity and fatisfacHion. 

the cabinet, to the admiralty, and the fecrcUry to the board 
writes thofe orders again, ia the form of inilru£lions, from the 
admiralty to the admiral, or captain of the fleet, expedition, 
&c. for whom they are deiigned : which inftrudions mufi be 
figned by three of the boaid. But during Mr. Pittas admi- 
niftration, he wrote the inftnidions himfelf, and fent them to 
their LonKhips to be figned; always ordering his/ecretary to 
put a fhectof white paper over the writing. Thus they were 
kept in perfe& ignorance of what they had figned. And the 
feqretary and clerks of the board were all in the fame iiate of 
ezdufion. 
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CHAP. XV. 



FiJilure of the Duke of Cumber larrJ-^Bxpeditid^ 
againft Rochefort—Difirepi of the King of Prujfi^ 
-^-Hanover plundered — Mr, Pittas two propofiti^ 
ons ; one^ to fend a fleet into the Baliic ; tbe othet^ 
to cede Gibnftltar to Spain-^Anecdoie cf the; treaty 
of peace mttde in i^^^^^Effefit of Mr. ^Ptifr 
firft adminiftration^^Mifearriage of tht expeditions 
againft Louifhourg-^Union of Rujia^ Sweden and 
Denmark^ for the neutrality of the Baltic-^Takiftg' 
of the Dutch jhips-^Mr. Pitt oppdfes the pTcpoJi- 
tion of fending the Britijb fieii tti ibt offtftartce df 
the Duke of Cumberland. 

Cj^'- 1 H E Duke of Cumberland failed on tte con- 
.^^ ^^ ticwsat. His Royal HigbncfiattribiHcd his fsiki^fe 
1757. to the warit of Brrtifli troops aftd' motley. His. 
^**^"J^/^^army was not only iaitrjor to th« endiAy mnlnn*> 
of^^Cum-*^ bcr, but confift«d- eniifdy of Gemitos. The 
bcrland. French purfued him almoft to the Tea coaft'. The 
King of Denmark commiferated his fituation ; 
and, under that Monarch's mediation, a conven- 
tion was figncd, in the month of September 
1757, between the Duke and Marflial Richelieu, 
the French general ; by which the allied army 
were to retire to their refpeiftive countries. 

The 




The King of Pruf5a was driven out of Bohe-^ 
Alii this fumiDfer ; and an account arrived of the ^ 
fuffc^cation at Calcutta. i757- 

Under all thefe di^ooragitig circumftanees 
Mu Pki hud to commence his new adminiftra- 
tioli. His firft ttieafure was, an attempt to make 
a defcent upon the coaft of France. His view ift 
this, was to oblige the French to recall their 
troops from Hanover, to proted their own king- 
dom. , A fleet and an army were affembled The 
defiitiation was kept a profound fecret. Sir Edkx>. 
Ihwke was commander of the fleet, and Mr. Fin 
torrefponded with him. It is not a little remark- 
abk, that when Mr Prtt ordered the fleet to be 
equipped, and appointed the period' for its being Expedjti- 
at the place of rendezvous, Lord Jfffon faid it Roche-" 
was impofliHe to comply with the order ; the fort, 
ihips could not be got ready in the time limited ; 
and he wanted to know where they were going 
in order to vidlual them accordingly. Mr. Pitt 
replied, that if the fliips were not ready at the 
time required, he would lay the matter before 
the King, ami impeach hisLordftiip in the Houfe 
of Commons* This fpirited menace, produced 
the men of war and tranfports, all ready, 
in perfciJt compliance with the orden They 
failed dn theSch of Sept. 1757, from Sptthead. 
The force was confideiable ; and had it fucceed- 
ed, muft have made a deep imprtflion. After 
lying fome time before Rochefort, the fleet ref- 
lumed. The caufe of the mifcarriage was not 
precifely afcartained. Mr. Pitt afcribed it to the 

inaftivity 
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Chap, inaftivity of Sir J6bn Mordaunt, who had the 
^Xl> command of the troops. The friends of that 
1757. officer afcribedit to the plan; which, in deri- 
fion, they called one of Mr. Pitt's vifions. 
Mr. Pitt's The diftreffes of the King of Pruff\a d^ily en- 
twopro- creafed The Ruffians quickened their march 
po tions. gg^j^j[j j^j^ fjjg territories were invaded oa 
every fide ; and the French were plundering Ha- 
nover. In this fiiuation of affairs the miniftcr 
framed two propofiiions : The firft was, to fend 
To fend a a fleet into the Baltic, as early in the fpring of 
S!%d* ^^5^ ^^ ^^ feafon would permit, to overawe 
* the Swedes and Ruffians, particularly the latter; 
and to fupport the King of Pruffia, The moft 
formidable powers againft the King pf Pruffia, 
were Auftria and Ruffia. Againft Auftria he was 
able to defend himfelf; but Ruffia, being a naval 
as well as a military power, he could not oppofe 
her with equal facility. Her veflels carried pro- 
vifions, military flores, and reinforcements to 
her armies in Pomerania and Ducal Pruffia ; and 
thereby fupported their operations with the mod 
cffential affiftance. An alliance between the two 
imperial courts of Vienna and Peterfburgh, is dan* 
gerous to the liberties of Europe. The King of 
Pruffia is a barrier between them ; but if cither of 
them fliould be able to annex the Pruffian power, to 
' her own, the independence of the other ftates 
would be in ^critical fiiuation. Upon this ground 
the propofition wa^ made to the court of •Copen- 
hagen, who at firft feemed to approve of it.- 

The other propofition was to the court of Ma- 
drid The fovereignty of the Mediterranean 

being 
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btin^ loft Id Great Britara with the ifladddf Mi-) Chav; 
tlorca, our (hips having iiopdrl in that fca whetem ^^^ 
they could lie, or refit, it was become almoin im- tpi^ 
poiBble tp keep any fleet there, and abfolutely - - 
impraflicable, in tipeof war with the ttoufepf- 
Bourbon, to carry on any confider^ble tra^e ia " 
the Levant. For thefe re^fons- Gibraltar ^as be* 
coroe q( Ids importance to this country than for7 
merly; while the expence to maintain apd de-f 
fend it; in cafe pf war* mt|ft .be jncreafed; .there^ 
fore tbepropofition was* to ceie Gibraltar to Spain, 
if the couft of Madrid Would undertake to de- 
tach France from the war againft Pruflia apd Ha- 
novel", Th? fa(f\ is important,; and may furprife 
fhofe who never heard it. , But it is to be fpupd 
in a difpatch to Sir Ben. Keene^ who at that time 
ivas the Britifh ambaffador at Madrid: and to 
Gibraltar was added, the Britifh fettlettients on 
Honduras and the Mufquito (hore. ^Mr. Fitt was 
not partial to Gibrahar. He would have ceded 
it to Spain in 1761, if he could thereby have 
diffolved the Bourbon family compadl. In the 
negociations for peace in 1783, the Spanifti nii*Aned tt 
nillcr at Londoti for fome time infifled on the of the 
ceffion of Gibraltar ; but having no equivalent to P^^" °^ 
give, the Earl of Sbelburne (fince Marquis of 
LanfdowmJ firmly refufed it ; and the whole 
negociation for peace was on the point of break- 
ing off entirely, when the Spanilh minifter re- 
ceived inftru(!S\ions from his court, to give up the 
point, • JEvery reader will makq his own coot,- 
ments on thefe fads. The objedts intended to. 
Vol, I. N have 
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CHAt. have been gained by the propofcd.ceffion, wcfr„ 
,^^: inJtheir day, of the firft importance^ 

»75?- The effcas of Mr. Pift's (hort, or firft admif- 
Mr. Pitt'* niftration, foon began to appear ; and to confirm 
^ftration" ^^^ cnrteafe that tt)nfidence which the Tiattorf 
had repoled in his wifdom and I Ategrity. ' * A Jmi* 
fal Cotes f whom^ he had difpatctied to the Wefl! 
Indies, had rtecovered thehoriour of the Britifli 
flag ; and the Eafl IndiaXompany felt themfetves 
perfeftfy eafy under the protedtion of Admiral 
Stevens y who at the fawie lime had been difpatched 
to the Eaft indies. N6r WetQ the eifedtsof his 
being removed from* adfninifl ration lefs eoVifpft- 
^uoute ; for he had'alfo, during the Aort time he 
was in office, ordered > and to'a.confiderable de- 
gree prepared, a third fleet, which he diefigneJ 
Mifcarriw for North America, the command of which he 
agcofthepropofed for Admiral Hawkey which fleet was^ 
expcditi- intended to co-operate with the army aflembled at 

on acraiDit 

Louif- N'^w York, under Lord Loudon^ in an attack oft 

beurg. Louifbourg: but his fucceflbrs had not hrs adi* 

vity ; they changed the command of the fleet to 

Adnfiiral Hdlboume ; nor did the fleet fait fromr 

England until fome monthsafrer the proper time r 

and inflead of joining the army at New York, 

Lord Loudon was watting at Hahfax, whch Ad-' 

miral 'Hotbourne appeared on' the Anierican coaft; 

The confcquence of this delay was, the expedi*^ 

tiort was rendered abortive. The French at 

Louifbburg were prepared to receive them. Up^ 

on which the army returned to New York/ and' 

the fl^et was difperfed in a^ ftorm. Had this ex- 

peditroa 
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t)edltion proceeded upon the plan it was brigi- Cha?. 
hally formedj according to the time prefcribed, XV, 
and tinder the officers firft named/ there is the 
ftrongeft reafon to believe the war in North 
America would have been of Ihort duration ; at 
tnoft, ft could bavQ lafted but one campaign 
more ; becaufe the French could rtot have rein- 
forced Quebec, and Canada would therefore have 
fallen a much eafier conqueft, than it afterwards 
proved. And to this confideration may be added, 
that gre^t part of that force, Which was after- 
wards employed againft Canada, would, in fUch 
cafe, have been employed elftwhsre. It is impofli- 
ble to ftate the extent of the misfortunes which 
this abortive expedition brought after it, or the 
extent of the advantages which might have flowed 
from it, had the plan been carried into execution 
by the pcrfbn who formed it. 

Before the conelufion of 1757, the unfound 
and dnwife politics of 17^5 and 1756 appeared 
in a new airi unexpeifled manner. The conven- 
tion with Pruflia made in 1756, for tbg keeping of 
alhf&reigH troops out df the eMpir^f deftroyed the 
treaty with RuiHa, made in 1755, ^^^ ^^^ ^^* 
fence of Hanover, becaufe the Ruffians are foreign 
trolls. After this example the court of Copenhagen 
aAfd* The Daniih minifter communicated the 
BritiOi propofition, of fending a fleet into the BaN 
tic» to ihe courts of Stockholm and Peterfhurgfa. 
The laft court refented it highly, becaufe her 
alliance with the court of Vienna was concluded. 
And though (be did not wifh to go to war with 
N2 England, 
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Chap. England, yet fooner than break her faith with 
X^- the Emprefs Queen, fhe would iiave done it. She 
^'"^^'"^ therefore fuggefted an expedient^ which was an 
'^^^' imitation of the conduA of the Britifh court, who 
had firft made a fubfidiary treaty with her few- 
troops, and afterwards rendered it ineffedual, by 
a convention with Pruflia, io keep all foreign troops 
out of the empire-She therefore propofed to Swe- 
den and Denmark a maritime treaty of alliance, ia 
Union of keep all foreign Jbips out of the Baltic. Sweden, 
Ruffia, being under the influence of French counfels, 
TnTDen. entered into it immediately ; and Denmark, not 
mark. chufing lo incur the enmity of two fuch power* 
ful neighbours, and being perhaps more under 
the influence of Ruflia than Great Britain,, became 
a party to the treaty, likewifc. 

Thus the Britiftx fleet was excluded the 
Baltic, whatever the Pruffian treaties may pre- 
tend (which will be feen in the appendix. J The 
minifter could not fend 9 fleet. into that fea, ur>- 
lefs he made war upon t4iofe three powers ," amj 
he had too much.penetranon not to fee, lba,t a 
war upon the Baltic, was fyoonimous to a war 
upon the Britilh i^avy 5 which .was fuppUed with 
naval (lores from theoc^,. Unlefs he fent a very 
powerful fleet, confifling of the largeft and beft 
(hips, no efFeftual fervice could be expefled ; 
and if he did, the force againft France muft have 
been fo eflentially weakened by it as to give the 
French a confiderable fuperiority at fea. One 
fafl only need be, mentioned, that as foon as the 
feafon permitted, . the ports in tlie .Baltic to be 

open. 
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open, a fleet of twenty Ruffian and ten Swedifh ^^y* 
(hips of the line, appeared in the Bahic, to pre- s-^-y-w' 
fcrve the neutrality of that fea. '^ysT- 

The French minifter wa$ equally fenfiblc of 
the fources of the Baltic, for the fupply of, his 
mvy ; and be bribed the Dutch to become the 
carriers of his Baltic naval ftores. But Mr. Pitt 
ordered the Dutch veffclf, whenever laden with 
naval and military ftores, to be conftantly t.aken. j Taking of 
>fhich judicious and fpirited refolution cc.ntri-^j "' 
buied greatly to the fuccefles cf his admioiftrat 
lion. * 

Mr. 

* When Mr. PUt found the Dutch heartily inclined to affiii 
the French with naval ftores, he refolved to make them as 
heartily tired of doing it ; for; without any ceremony^ he 
gave orders that all Dutch Ihipd with <;argoe8.pn board, for -. 
the ufe of France, fhould be confidered as the fhips of ene- _ 
miesy not of neutrals. His orders were not without effedl ; 
apd in confequ^nce of the captures that enfued, the loudeft 
clamours were raifed in Holland againft the Englifli. The 
general cry there was for war. A memorial was prtfcnlcd to 
the States GcnewLia f 758, in the names of 269 of the prin- 
cipal Dutch merchants, wl|p fubfcribed it; they complained 
that trade and navigation, tlie very fine ws of the republic^ . 
were in<iangeri ,that.the Dutch fiag.w^ difregarded by the 
^glifh, ^o. ^ai already taken 2^0 fhips. '1 hey called up- 
on the States General for the proteftion of their' property'. 
Nay, they offered to contribute each his contingent, and to 
arm at tjieir awn charge for the fupport andprpteftion of their 
navigation. The memorial concluded with this remarkable 
paragraph : " the petitioners flatter themfelves, that the toils 
3Qd the rifles to which their efiedls are expofed on the iCeaa, 
w}ll ha.ve. thrir pri)per influence pa the general body of the 
ftate ; fince the traders of this country*, finding themfelves 
left to the diOcretion of a part of that nation with whom the 
flate is mofl; intimately couneAed, iv'Ji he forced to abandon 
it J to their vreat regret ^ Vindfeei Jbelier and proiedion effewhere ; 
which will give a mortal b}ow to the principal members of 
the ftat'e." 

The 




* t^^fi /'//Hibofured under tnatiy difadi^antagw 
ax thetimiJ of his reaoration to the office of i6^ 
1756. cretary of ftaic ; his former plans had eithef 
been defeated, or renfdered lifctefs ; and he was 
obliged to make great facrifices, to corretSl ite 
errors of ^ others, before he could carry his futtire 
plansinto execution. Nothing but the magna- 
nimity of his fpirit prevented the feme inl^rfe^ 
rence, which had chilled the execution of his 
former meafures, from extending its blighting in- 
fluence over his future dcfigns. When the fleet 
returned fiom Rochefort, a puerile fcheme wg^ 
M Pit P^^P^^^'^' ^y thofe whofe impolitic meafures had 
oppofes given birth to the Baltic alliance againft us, to 
/ending fend the fleet to the affiftance of the Duke of 
10 their. Cumberland; who was flying before the French 

fiftanceof in Hauover. Mr. Pitt alone refifted the oiropo- 
thcDukc, , . ^ ^ 

The Dutch, no doubt, muft have fcccn very fcverdy handled, 
when they fp far trefpafled upon their love of money, as to 
pfFer to difburfe and arm at their own eharge, for the- ftcurity 
of navigation ; but what muft we think of the provocation 
given to them by the Britifti minifter, when wc find the Dutch 
merchants ready to abandon their l*ountry,- and bceomc volun- 
tary C3^ile5 in a foreign land ! ' • 

The neutrality of the Dutch did not procure refpe6t for 
their poits in America, as appeans by a letter from St. Euftatia, 
publifhed in the Am ftcrdarft Gazette, April 9, 1758, wherein 
the writer declares, ** that the depredations of the EngUfh 
are carried to the utmoft height, and that the trade of St. 
iEuftatja is at an end, the harbour being more clofeiy bk)eked 
up than that of any enertiy — that every veflel is llopped, car- 
ried off, and confifcaUd'^^zt jealpufy is the motive of the 
£ngli(h, conveni^ncy their right, and greedinefs - their bw : 
that the Englifh had gone fo far as to confifcate Dutch fhips, 
piercly for having entered French harbours, alledging, that^s 
they paid the ufual charges and cuftoms in thofe harbours* 
^Jiey thereby became French property, &c.'' 

fal: 



tbi^./iwIawiA^ . wl»»tod^|^^ it upJ^J^I^^ 

adBgo Wsi vfc^pf^'foff /hF}i?ppijM9ri4 j u Oinr this pcKJgt 
fioo, be only fai4, tbat the.afliftanceofc^jnaval 
aufpament in the North bad beea frMftrated ; and 
^ thereibre the fccne, as well as the inftmmjent of 
m^Ti muft be changcdj before any hopes of fuc- 
<efs could be entertained ; but if a contrary opi* 
mion prevaUed,/ be would lay the feals at his 
Majefty*^ feet, .and retire from bis fuqation. 
Tbe cabinet mioiflers, ir-otn this time, refigned 
' their jurfgmem; in which tfeey were inAuenced 
iby two motives— Qw wafi, a dread of his fupe- 
Hor. aWitties,: which threw their minor talents into 
tiijeihade; the oiher was,' an expc<5tation that, 
by permitting him freely to indulge in the exer^ 
*fife of his own opinions, he would precipitate 
Im own exclufion from pow^r, by drawing up- 
on himfelf fome capital difgrace s which they 
were confident would, at the fame timi, reftore 
to them the adminiftration of ge/eJ<iTient.f 

f At tliis period, and for feveral montl>6pa^i(?li€re hadbecQ 
tifoed' from the prefs/ a torrent of papers and pamphlets agai^ift 
' Mr. Pittf con(kmniitg his pdani, hu mea&ieeft, .his {»rim:ipks, 
his politics, and even Ecriliug^^ his perfon ; b which* the King 
Irimieif "wad not fpaixd, for hasirtng fjakeU him into his fervice, 
and fbr iu)tdifmiffiiig«liini^^«4£wbk:h were permitted to die 
unnoticed ; he Mt nat ^he leaft fmart frorq any of them. One 
day, when Mr* Grenville ji^icritioMcd fome of -tjhem to him, he 
finiled, ftifd only faid, tk prefi ts tike <^ the ^ir, ' a chartered It- 

•f Shakcfpe^^^c — Henry V. 

The 
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Chav.' !;Thp Duke;^f CuMdrland returned Co £ng|- 
J^^]^ land ;: and finding. that his conduA^ had met witix 

1757*^ thd difapprdbation of the Kii>g» "vrho difai/bwed 
the<x)kiveadon of Gloil|»r<^Seven/ h^ inftaotly re* 
figned all his military ssmploymeKits^ aqd: retired 
to Wiiidfor. ' :.. 
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y2>^ ^^j///(? of Jlofbach^ and its ^confeguptc^es-Yli^ .^yt^, 

fluenceupon the Briti(b cou^cih-rrSui^den ^JfTor^ga-x 

iioh of ^'^arViament— Union (^ tk^ ,King^Ani.Mn 

Pitt — 'The' iCirig of Prujft(^s recomm^n(^afji(in;^. 

Hanoverians refume their Mms tmder Guk^, J^erz 

' i^inand—OiferyaUons on the German .war. r . 
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KLTHOUGH.theopetatWiifrof the cwar are Chaf, 
f&i^gf] iOithis work; yw. tfaofei* ev.cnt«;i:fyom J^^^^ 
which 'iffiportaiK/circiuiiftaihces: have) kri^ ^rtd ,^^7. 
\yfeidh b«vibg€hbferbceBrifaiihqpitfeni^(fbyottT*f ^^^ ^j. 
wnter^r or beetv^entifely timtited> it is'&ec^ff Rofbacb, 
to in€»tiQn> OJf this nature- >a«- the. ^AJi«if -^and its 
iV^«V'g«atvi(aoryat RoKbach /over the l^rench qu"5>«ii, 
arid Ge^.iftaaa, 0&the frfth of Novembfer, 1757-. 
No ev$iai 4drifi^.tbe war was attended with flich 
ititerefiiagconiibquencesv This vtdory may i>e foid 
to have chatiged the fcene, the plan, and the p^in* 
dp}eof:the tvar. ^Befides the emancipation which 
itiiniviflf^iJItcJy ;gave \q the King of Pruflia> its 
eflfe^ta wwd no'tefs inilantaneous and powerful 
on the councijs of Great» Britain. The Britifn 
xninifier poflefled an underflanding tb diflinguifh, 
and a gen^u^ to feize,; a fortunate circumHance, 
and to iaiprove it to theutmoftadvantage. Par- 
liament h|id b?en apjiointed to meet on the 1 5th 
of November. Intelligence of this viftory ar- 
rived 
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.Chat, rived at St. Jameses on the 9tb« in the maro* 

^^' ing. The mofnentthedifpaicbes were readi the 

17^7- minifter rdfdved to prorogue the parliament ilor 

Sudden a fortnight s.notwitbRandiilg everf^ preparation 

prorogtti- j^jjj been ma^le for tmening the fcffionon the 

on of par- ^^ ./,,■ #- ^-..^i. 

UtoKot. iinecath** The realoop^ this fodden proi;oganon 
was to give time to citjocert a new plan of dpora- 
tioaa, and to write another fpeech for the King 
-^undoubtedly thb fpeech that had.been deCgned 
would not apply to this .great: and unexpedled 
chaogfe of affairs.. . Whether there was any pre- 
cedent for this extraordinary ftcp, was not in the 
contemplation of the minifier. In takiog a ire- 
jbhit&on, that hwrired concema of-tbe gi^eatdft 
magnitudfi^ Jieiwas not to Jbe iiifi<»Mced b^.pn- 
t:edent3. Forty'tbov^odiHanoiWDidtiSw ^hottad 
laiddovm their aroiswhvt not furreoderedthein, 
cooipoisd fuch,to;eiighie.of pyvri^.'acid firength 
a& mi^t»«if:enifilo^ed: agdioji iFranee,' mt^far 
Hapovjci: ; or, tq fpcdk.tn monC'diredbitefimii if 
ordered, to a<fl off^nfiveJy^ inftead oi defenfrvelji 
m^X.imd^ her power; and \ ithewby* fecilttate 
the c(Hi9ueft of her poiTeffions, in Amerita^ Afri^ 
and.Afm^ .. • . - '-''r: ■ '^-^ ."^''^ ^ ■•^'.' »^' 
' Q^rge\ihe Second^ thocr^inot poflfcfltd'^'^i^il* 
iifuij taltnts, yet to a flrong grmnefsof iwinrff *e 
add^d a long:expi^ienc6)jof men andnpubHc af- 
fairs* with a iufHcientribare of penett^itton to 
diftingwiih> ;cven in his :4)rcfent ^ Ih^rt * Atcfimtk- 
tance, wiibiMr.' Piu^/and pa?ticulariy by his in- 
ilant refo hiitpn of proroguing' the parliament, 
ibat he was a bold aicdiateHigent minified; qua* 

lities 
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littes wbkh were perf^<ftty 9gr#0ab(e to tileKitig cWiK 
•*-*becaufe perfoaal-^coifr^ge wn^* not amongft^*^ 
his de&d&r The Kifkg btoifisif firfl fuggefied to^fiffj. 
his mUiifter the r^ftimptioQ of his 6{anova'ida 
troops. It was the-vefy ineaAire which Mr*,; ^^ 
Pitt had refolv^ to propodie> wheii he advifed - :. 
tbe prorogation of parliament ; .and it was^ only 
by accident, or chance, • that the: propofiiibp * . 
'caiqe firft from the King. The King and bi$ 
teinifter thereferei were fin« pef^ft^^^unifon upeiti 
llwr BtA Dnention of this important fi^bjei^^ 
-From this moment the 'King gave.his cnnfidcnce 
to Mr. i?i//; and the latter, upon drfcweriog 
the v^ole of x\ie Km%'b views^ faw he could 
ix)ake them fecondary and fub/erviem ta tbe 
imerefts of Great Britain. Dudagthe remainder 
of the r&ign they afled togjOtfaer,. under the in^* 
fiuencd of the-^ipe congeniality of fentimeni^ 
■and .thereby naturally fell 'inioaperfeft tinion 
iand cordiality i^v opinion upon all public mea,^ 
,fufes*' • :• ... ^ ■■ \ . ' . . . • 

Immediatdyt after.tlje -b^ttlp of Rofbach, ihe The King 
^Khng^of Frnffid wrote a letter to tbe K^^PfEpg- f/^^^^" 
land^ in which be flrongly recommended thecommen* 
refumption' o^the allied army, and Duk^ F^rf;- ^*^»««- 
n<ii(d of Brunfwicic tp the command of it: and 
bt: accoiz^fxinicd this letter with a plan of opera- 
tions, in which he propofed to ad in concert 
with the Duke. Independent of the 'policy of 
the meafure, there were npt wantmg very fair 
gnd honourable rca&na to fupport it. The 
French troops had repeatedly broken feveral ar- 
ticles of the convention; and had, in general, 

from 
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Cwkt. from t&e time they entered the deftorate^ con- 

^^^]*^dtt<aed themfeivfes in-^ manner^ more like ^ 

liif. "banditti of bartxiri«^i tliaQ*^ army of difci» 

-pHnedibldicrs; 

Hanovc- ' Mr. Pitt adopted tbc? whole of the Kiftg 6f 

nans re Pruffta^s TCcommeBdatiDn ; Imt fo modelled the 

dcr* Duke German itjeafuresi as-to make them co-operate 

Fcrdi- *withhi8own plana of attacking France in every 

"^°*^* other quarter at the fame time- "Vht King cf 

'Pn/ffiahi^Xy approved of Mr, Pittas ahcraiioae 

of -his plan. Mr.-Pit-t^s plan wa3 bold and cotai* 

prehcnfive ; but k ftiould be remembered, that 

timidity in trar is as criminal as treachery; and 

*htfref6re it is pr6^rbially faid, that the boldeft 

tneafdres are the* fafeft. The Kiffgof Pruffiu 

faw it in this fenfe-, ^aod' thereifore • he gave it his 

'warmcft approbitioa, * In 'concert' with the King 

vf Pruffia\ the 'f^an of operlftions. was» foi:med. 

Emdfen was fectifed, ahd- thte oo'aft of Franc® 

wasahnoyedi at his^ vtqne?t.*^^Duke Ferdinatfd 

drove the French out of Hanover, and purfued 

. J ihem with fuch rap^idity, that France was pre- 

fently under the fteceffity of preparing for the 

• - d^feme of her owti frontiers. This fudden 

' change of affairs, and the viiflories gained by 

th^ King of Prujfia in SHefia, (hewed that a war 

upw the cdtitihent of Europe, conduced upon 

*' The Kinjr of PniCa faw, an4. fully, comprehended the 
wifiiom of the attempt upon Rochfort \ and he adopted the 
idea of annoying the coaft of France, from that meafure. He 
conceived a very §ivourahle opinion of Mr. Pki^^ political ta- 
lents from that cirgumftancc, although it had nqt been fuc- 
cefsFuI. 

Britilh 
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Britilh principles, was highly fervkcabte' to the Qm^f* 
imwefts of this csountry., .Fiance, fo fau {rom^^^ 
bdng able to iovade Great , Britaiin, could im i^j?* 
fead troops to ftreixgthen ber garrifcmaaod iSbt-obferva- 
tlements abf oad : and in a few !moi)ths ' her firft tionsoti 

objeft was, to provide a frefli array to flop the ^^„ ^^'r* 
progrefs of Duke Fsrdindnd: while Mr. Pitt, on 
the other hand, prepared expeditions againft her 
coaft, to co-operate with the Duke. In this fi* 
tuation, the councils of France were diftraded. 
Her whole force was kept at home. , A Ger- 
man war, Gonduded upon this principle, againft 
France, was the moft advantageous war that 
Great Britain could make ; and, notwithftanding 
the expence has been urged as the greaieft ob- 
jciftioti to it, yet when it is recolledled that this 
war employed the armies of France, and pre- 
vented fuccours being fent to her fettlements 
abroad, it was the moft (economical war that the 
Briiifh minifter could carry on. The expence 
of iranfporiing troops, forage, ftores, &c. to a 
ftiort diftance, is infinitely lefs than to a great 
one. Whoever will be at the trouble to look 
ovef- the charges of the American war, which 
commenced in 1775, ^^^ of the German war, 
which commenced under Mr. Pitt's diredion in 
1758, will fee the fad indifputably confirmed. 
It neied only be added, that if the armies of 
France had been to be conquered in Canada, 
in the Weft Indies, in Africa, and in Afia, the 
expence to this country, of tranfporting and 
maintaining an adequate force to encounter them 

in 
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Chap, in all thofe places, muft have been immenfe. 
^^^^!l/Upon a fubfequent occafion, the minifter cm- 

1757. phatically faid, ** That America had been con- 
•* quered in Germany." Experience hath fmce 
(hewn, that the aiTertion was well founded. 



CHAP. 
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C H A' P.' XVII. 



Meeting of parJiameni'--Mr. Alderman Beckforffs 
explanation of the new principle of the German 
^ar—Mr. Pitt's fpeecb on the Rochfort expedi- 
tion-^-Effeas of that fpeech—SucceJfes of i^s^. 

jL he proceedings of parliament, to which Chlt. 
i»c will now feturrf, \frere not diftinguifhed by- J^^^^^ 
any debates, during the remainder of Mr. Pittas j^j^. 
adminiftration. 

Both Houfes met ort (he firft of Decen^ber,^ . 
1757, according to the lingular prorogation, al-ofparlia- 
ready nSentioned. Mr. Pitt delivered a meflage««»^- 
from the King, acquainting the Houfe that be 
had put his army in motion in Hanover, to aft 
in concert with the King of Pruffia, and requeft- 
ing their fupport. An adequate fum was imme- 
diately voted, without 21 diffenting voice. 

Mr. Afderman Beckford faid a few words upon AWennan 
this occafion ; which, as they tend to explain ^^^^' 
the new principle of politics, they will not bepianation 
improper to infert here. ** If the Hanoveria£iS^5^^."^'^ 
and Heflians, he faid, wpre to be entirely under ^""^^^ 
the diredion of Britifh councifSy the larger the German 
fum that was granted, in order to render that.^^*"' 
army cffcflual, the more likely it would be to 
anfwer the end for which it was given ; that i«, 
to try the iffue of the war with France ; than 

whicb^ 
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Chap, which, in his judgment, there never was fb 

^^^^' favourable an opportunity as the prefent. But if 

I'jSJ. the regency of Hanover Were to have the difpo- 

fal of the money, and the difpofition of the 

army, he would not give a (hilling' towards its 

fubfiftence/* - 

A new treaty was made with Pruffia, which 
w^as approved by parliament; and which the 
reader will find iti the Appendix to this work. 

Parliament was. never known to be fo unani- 
mous as at this time. 

The fleet and army fent againft RocTifort, havr 
. ^ .'-wiqg returned, without making the impreflion in- 
. ^ ' tended. Sir John Mordaunt, the commander of 
the army, was put under an arreft; and being 
a member of parliament, the King fent a mef- ^ 
fage to the Commons, at the beginning of thet 
feflion, acquainting them of the reftfaint put 
upon one of their members. They thanked the 
King for bis attention to their privileges. 

Mr. Pitt's Mr. Piit reprehended, in terms of great warmth, the 

fpcech on indolence, the caution, of thofe cntruftcd with the exc- 

the Roch-,^^mjQjj ^ jj^g milit;3ry operations, during the laft cam- 

fcjrt expc- paign^ jj^ declared folemnly that his belief was, that 

*'*°°' there was a determined refolution, both in the naval and 

m. w military commanders, againft any vigorous exertion of 

the national power. He af&rmed, that though his Ma- 

jefty appeared ready to embrace every meafure propofcd 

by his minifters, for the honour and intereft of his Bri- 

tifli dominions, yet fcarce a man could be found with 

whom the execution of any one plan, in which there wa^ 

the lead appearance of danger, could with confidence 

be truded. He particularized the inaftivity of Lord 

Loudon in America, from whofe force the nation had a 

Tight to form great expeftations ; from whom there had 

been received no intelligence, except one fmall fcrap of 

paper. 
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jfiaper^ containing a few lines of no nridment. He fur- Cha^.' 
ther faid, that with a force greater than ever the nation XVIL 
had heretofore maintained, with a. King and miniftry v^^i^^r^i^d^ 
ardently defirous of redeeming her glory, and promoting »757* 
her true intereft, a (hameful diflike to the f^rvice every 
where prevailed. Nor was it amongft the officers alone, 
that indolence and negleft appeared i thofe who filled 
the other departments of military fervice^ feenied to be 
affe£led with the fame indifference: the viftuallets, con- 
traftorsi ptirveyors, were never to be foiind, but upon 
occafions of their own perfonal advantage. In conver- . 
fation they appeared totally ignorant off their own bufi- 
ncfs. The extent of their knowledge, went only to the 
making of falfe accounts : In that fcience they were 
i^depts. 

, This detedion of the abufes in the feveral de* Efftdls of 
partments, where ihey had long prevailed ; and ^^^ F^- 
of the want of exertion in the commanders in fpeccl^^ 
chief, which had alfo been obvious i operated 
in a manner highly advantageous ta the public 
fervice. Thofe gentlemen^ as well as the nar- 
tion, now faw, that there vfras a minifter at the 
head of affairs, who not only knew the duties o( 
his office, but the duties of others : arid thferefore 
they might expeft hun to examine their con- 
dud; to travcrfe all part^ of it with a keen 
and penetrating. eye. This appfehenfion rouzed 
them from their lethargy in an inftant. They 
awakened as from a dream, and feemed to be 
eledrified by the fire of his mind ; they burned 
ivith frefti afdour in every ftibfequent enter- 
prize. The Britifh honotir was recovered. The 
events of the war, placed the nariie of Great 
Britain upon the higheft pinnacle of national 
honour. 

Vol, 1. O the 
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The fcffion clofed on the iOth of Jatlft, tf0^ 
The Britiih arms in this year^ were fuccrfsfiil 
in every quarter of the globe. 
In Afia, owing to the reinforcement Mf. Pitt 
Succcffci fcnt by commodore Stevens, when he was in of* 
Britifli ^^^ I^A y^^t the French were dtefeated at Maf^ 
«mi8 in fuKpatam^ and in twa naval engagements, 
*'*^' In America, Louilbourg was taken, alfo the 

Ifle oi St. john^ and the forts Da Queffie. and 
Frontenac. 
In Africa, Senegal furfendered. 
In Europe, admiral OJborne defeated, and took 
the i'Vehch fleet from foulon, deftined for the 
relief of Louifbourg ; and Sir Edward Hamke 
drove another fleet upoii the fand banks on the 
coafl: of France, that was equipped at Rochfi^rt, i 
for the fame purpofc. A defcent was made on 
the coaft of France, near St. Malo, where all 
the (hips and veffels were dcfl:royed. Another 
was made at Cherbourg, where the (hips, mole, . 
pier, bafon, and other works, were all dcflroy- 
ed^ and the cannon broughtf away. A third 
defcent was made in St. Lunar Bay, which 
being full of rocks, the fleet were obliged to go 
to St. Cas, and thus the army and fleet became 
Separated. In the re-embarkation at St. Cas, 
the rear guard, under general Drury^ were o^t 
oflf, by a iarge body of French troops. How- 
ever, thefe defcents kept the whde coaft of 
France in perpetual alarm, and prevented the 
French miniftry from fending any troops to re- 
inforce their army in Germany. Duke Ferdinand 
drove the French army entirely out of Hanover, 

and 
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and acfofs theHhine. Th^ Jf^irtg of Prujfsdtnr Chap. 
tirely fubducd Silefia, and entered Bohemia and ^J^X^Ia 
Moravia. \^1S^- 

All the terrors of invafion being now tranf- 
ferred, from Great Britain to Frdnce, the Bri- 
tiih troops were all fcnt to fccnes of adive and 
important fervice ; and the defence of the ifland 
was entrufted ta a cbnitituiional and well regu- 
lated militia ; which had been raifed, cHfciplin* 
ed^ and officered by the gentlemen of the court* 
try. 



Oz CHAR 
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Chap, xviii. 

Meeting bf Parliameni^^Succeffes of 1759 — ^^^ 
Bute^s. firji interference — He goes to the Duke of 
Newcaftle^ and demands Lord Bejborough's feat 
at the Treafury Board, for Sir Gilbert Elliot-^ 
He alfo demands the reprefentation of the county 
of Southampton^ for Sir Simeon Studrt. 

Chap ill 

Xvili. ^^ ^ ^'^^ 23^ ^^ November, 1758, parliament 

^-^^-^^ met. The fame unanimity prevailed. All xh€ 

'75^- fupplies were voted, without the Icaft hefita- 

Meeting tion ; and the feflion' clofed on the 2d of June, 

of parha- jyqg, wiihout any debates. 

jy^p. The mod arhple preparations were made for 

another vigorous campaign. The fucceffes of 

the lafl campaign, had infpired every individual, 

both in the army and navy, with a paflion for 

glory, that was nothing (borf of enthufiafm.' 

In America, Quebec and Niagara were taken, 
/nd in the Weft Indies^ Guadaloupe, and othef 
' iflands. 

In Europe, another fquadron fitted out at 
Toulon, was defeated in the Mediterranean, by 
admiral Bofcawen. Havre was bombarded by 
Sir George Rodney ; and Breft was blocked up by 
-Sir Edwnrd Hawke. Duke Ferdinand defeated 
the French at Minden: And the King of Prujfta, 
though furrounded by his numerous enemies, 

maintained 
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maintained himfelf with aftonifhing flcill and Chap, 
valour^ J^yin^ 

After the French had been defeated at Min- 1759, 
den, ihey faw it was in vain to prefs forward 
their whole ftrength in Germany ; and therefore 
they refolved upon making their next effort by 
fea. For this purpofe they equipped all the 
caval force they had at Breft, and other ports in 
jh^ Atlantic; and, with an army, which was 
in readinefs to embark, they intended to make - 
a defcent upon Ireland, with a view of divert- 
ing the' attention of the Britifh cabinet froni 
Germany, and the Weft-Indies. Sir Edward 
Hawkelay piF Breft, to intercept their failing; 
end his iquadron was reinforced from time ip 
time. At length the French came out, and Sir 
J^dward Hawke gained a compleat vidory over 
them, on the twentieth of November, 1759.— 
This victory annihilated the naval power of 
Fraftice. 

- It was in this year of unanimity and vi&ory, 
that the feeds were fown of thofe divifions, which ' 
appeared foon after the acceffion of George the 
Third. The patronage of places, that nevcy- failing Lord 
fource of difcord, was claimed by Lord Bute, B"tc*» 
Upon Lord Bejborougb going to the poftrojSice,fJrgucc. '^^ 
in the month of May, 1759, in .the room of 
Lord Leicefier^ deceafed, there was a vacancy at 
the Treafury- board, and the Duke of Newcajile 
propofed to fill it with Mr. James Ofwald^ from 
the Board of Trade, who was recommended by 
Lord Halifax ; but Lord Bute interfered ;— he 
pld the Duke of Newcafik^ '* he came to him, 
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Chap. •* in the name of all them on that fide of the* 
XVIII. <c adminiftration, who thought they had sjs gcxd 
^"■^ICT^ " a right to recommend as any other party what- 
" ever; and it was their wifh, that Mr. (aftcr- 
** wards; Sir Gilbert Elliot, of the admiralty, 
<• might be appointed.'' The Duke of Ne^eafiU 
finding himfelf impeded in his own wifties, and 
refolving not to comply with ihofe of Lord Buic^ 
appointed Lord North to fill the vacancy. 
This was the firft caufe of difFcirence. 
The fecond related to Mr. Le^ge; and happen- 
ed a few months afterw?irds in the fame year. 
Lord There being a vacancy in the reprefentation of 
^"'!i^!C the county of Southampton, by the Marquis of 
rcprcfcn- frtnchefier becoming Duke of Bolton, it was the 
tation of defire of the Prince of f'Faks, fignified by Lord 
amp\o'n Bute to Mr. Legge ; that though Mr. Legge had 
for Sir S. been invited by a great majority of the gentle- 
Stuart, j^g^ qJ- ji^g county^ to reprefcnt them, yet that 
he muft not accept of thofe invitations, but yitrld 
all pretenfions in this matter to Sir Simeon Stuart^ 
who had his (Lord fi's) recommendation. Mr. 
Legge lamented, that he had not known the Prin- 
cess inclinations fooner; that his isngageilients 
were made, and he could not break them» Mr. 
Legge wag elefted. But when' the Prince be* 
came King, although Mr. Legge had been made 
Chancellor of the Exchequer by the voice of the 
nation, and his condu(f^ in office diftinguiihed 
by the ftrifteft integrity, yet be was turned 9ut. 

On the 13th of November, 1759, parliament 
met. The Prince oflVe^les took hi« feat on the 

firft 
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firft day. There were no debates upon any Cma?, 
public meafure thU fcflion; which ended on the XVIIL 
ZZdofMay, 1760. ly^^^ 

The war was carried on with unabattng vi- 
gour ; and the fame uniformity of fuccefs attend- 
ed the British armSy wherever they appeared. 



GHAP-; 
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C H A P, XIX- 



peatb of George' IL—'AcceJfton of George IIL-^Lord 
Bute made a Privy Counfellor — Made Ranger of 
of Richmond Park, in the room of the Princefs 
/imeUa-^yiews of the new King's party — Methods 
taken to accomplijb thofe views — A number of 
writers hired at an enormous expence, to abufe the 
late fCing, the Duke of Cumhertand, Mr. Pitt, 
and all tb^ Whigs ; to reprefent the war as ^rui- 
nous, unjufi, and impraBicable — Parliament dif- 
folved — Mr* Legge turned out— Lord Holdernejfe 
refigns upon a penfion-^Lord Bute made Secretary 
of ^tate in his room-^ihe King^s Marriage — r 
General Grceme^s merits on this occajion — French 
anecdotes — Ohjervations on Royal marriages with 
Foreigners — Negotiation with France— Breaks off 
— Martini CO taken — Mr: Pitt prepares for a war 
with Spain—Hisdejign of attacking the Havana 
nab. 



u, 



Chaf. ^J N fortunately for the war, but more 

s^,,^.^^,.^ unfonunatdy for Great Britain, on the 25ih of 

1760. Oflober, 1760, the venerable George the Second 

Death of died. ' 'J he drcumflances dt his death are too 

n^^^^^d ^^" known to "be repeated here. As to thefuc- 

acceffion ceffor, the efFefls of the wickednefs of his ad- 

of George vifers have been, and are ftill, too deeply felt, 

to be defcribcd in any terms adequate to the 

t ' ' ' 1 " ' injuries 
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injuries committed. Pofterity, in a {\ 

age, when truth may be fpoken, an(j 

tivesof men laid open, will be aftonifl 

condud of their anceftors at this perioc| 

Two days after the King's accefliortr 

of Bute was introduced into the Privy 

and at the fame time, the nnme of the 

Cumberland was (truck out of the Liturg 

ther circumftance not lefs remarkable, 

ately fucceeded ; this was. Lord Bute ^ 

Ranger of Richmond park, in the roo 

Princefs Amelia^* who was turned out. 

It was the fixed tiefign of the party, v 
new King brought with him from ] 
houfe, to remove the minifters and con 
war;* but the tide of popularity ran 
in favour of both, they were obliged 
pone the execution of their defign, i 
had prepared the nation ta receive it. 
purpofe a great number of writers were 
cd, to calumniate the late King, the 
Cumberland, Mr. Pitt, and all the Whij 
The late King was reviled for the af 
had (hewn to his native country, for h 
female fociety, f and for his attachm< 
Whigs. 

The Duke was charged with inhum 
was ftiled V ^ Prince that delighteth i 

* The King is made to ackno\yledgc in Nov« 
in his fpeech to parliament, " The re-cftablifti 
public tranquility, was the frji great ohjea of my \ 

f After the death of (^een Caroline, he wasfc 
at cards in an evening, with the Countcffes of Pi 
marit, and other ladies. - 
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Chap, becatsfe th^ Princefs oOVales had fometime ag» 

^^^' conceived a jealoufy of his popularity. Nothing 

176Q. could be more unjqft than this fufpicion : there 

was not a perfon in the kingdom oiore firmly 

attached to the rights of her Ion. 

1 he Whig<? were called Repi^blicans, although 
many of them had exhai^fted t^eir fortunes ia 
fupport of the monarchy. 

But Mr. Pits was the principal obje<fl of their 
calumny. He was aiTailed in pamphlets,, ia 
news-paper effays, and in every other ph^nnel 
of conveyance to the public. 1 he war ypon the 
continent, was called ^ii German war; h^sfqr-* 
mer oppofition to German meafure^, was cpnr 
traded with his prefent condud; the expence^ 
pf former wars, were compared with the prefent 
war. The ruin of the country, the annihilation 
of all public credit, were predided, and deplor* 
led, as the inevitable confequences of the prefent 
unjuil, impolitic, and impradticable war; for 
^although it was.fuccefsful, yet they affirmedt 
that every vidory, and every conqueft, was a 
freih wound to the kingdom. Mr. Pitt's third 
for war, they ia|di was infatiable ; bis ambition 
knew nq bounds. He was madly ruining the 
kingdon; with conqu^(l$. 

^y the conqueft oi Canada, they affirmed^ that 
all bad been obtained^ that juft ice gave us a right 
to demand ; every fubfequent conqueft, they 
affirmed, was not only fupcifluous, but unjuft; 
^hat it was now perfe^ fuicide to^o on conquer- 
ing what muft be furrendered ; they wept over 
pur vidories. The nation, they (aid, was de- 
|lroying itfelf. At the fame tifne^i tbey held out 

ftattcrin|p 




( 4d3 ) 

fla^lkcrring mi falfe :jri<5liires, of the enemy's 
flrength acid refour ces. 

SmoUet^ Malleti; Prands, Hdmt, Murphy .Mau- ijSd* 
duity and many others wei^e the inftruments em* 
ployed upon this occafion. It has btfen fai i> 
that the fum paid to tbefe, and other hired wri- 
ters, during (be firft three years of the reigrt 
of George the Third ^ exceeded thirty thoufand 
pbtinds. Atid the priniir>g charges amounted to 
more than twice that fum. !n facilitating fhe 
views of the party; the money was well laid out } 
for the nation was comf^]e!ely duped. And as 
to the few, who n>ight attempt to undeceive the 
public, there was a political Judge ready to pU' 
nilh their tenherity. 

A perfon at this time, (thirty years fubfe- 
quent) may very rationally al^, if there were^. 
any Enghftimen weak enough to give creclit tp 
thefe bafe iffertions. The qKeftion indeed js 
natural. And if the anfwcr corrcfponds with 
truth, it rnuft be corifeffed^ that fuch was the 
induftry tifed in writing and circulating thefe 
doiftrines, that the new King's fadion, in a fhort 
time, had their defenders in every town and Vil* 
lage in the kingdom. 

The war indeed went on, and though the con^ 
quefts and vidories were not lefs brilliant than 
heretofore, the expence was continually urged 
as a matter of more importance than the advan* 
tage. 

The unanimity of parliament was not yet dif- 
turbed. As the enfuing feffion was the laft fef- 
fion of the prefent parliament, the King^s party 

thought 
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thought it moft prudent to poftpone any attacks, 
in either Houfe, until the new pailiament wag 
1760. cicfled. The feffion commenced .on the i8th 
of November, 1760, and clofed on the 19th of 
^^Ych, 1761, 

T he parliament was immediately diffolved. 
And on the fame day Mr. Legge was difmifled. 
Upon the difmiflion of Mr. Legge^ the whole 
miniftry ought immediately to have refigned. 
A meafureof fuch union and fpirit, muft have 
had the happieft efFedts. The new King's fa- 
vourite would have been checked in his defign 
of fcizing upon the^ kingdom ; and the K 
himfelf would have been convinced, that the 
lory prmciples inculcated at Leiceft^r- houfe, 
though amufing in theory, were mifchievpu^ in 
pradice. 
X.ordBut(5 T^P ^^y^ ^^^^^ ^^^ difmiflion of Mr Legge,, 
madefe- LprcJ Holderneffe refigned, upon condition of hav- 
pretary o^ j^g ^ \BLv^i^ penfion fecured to him, and the re- 
Mr. Jen- verfiQij of the Cinque Ports* Lord Bute^ in 
kmfon his ^vhofe favour this refignatiop was purchafed, 
was inftantly appointed fecretary of ftate in his 
room ; ani he made Mr. Charles Jenkinfon hia 
confidential commis. 

It was now obvious to every underftanding, 
that there was an end of that unanimity which 
had for fome years (q happily and fo honour- 
ably prevailed in council, and in parliament 
The refolution of the new King's fadlion, to 
change the miniftry, was now percepiibje to 
every man, who had not loft his penetration, in 
tl^at torrent of popularity, wl^ich was artfully 

inan^ged 
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tnan4ged to abforb all conftderaiions; in the Chap. 
moft extravagant eulogies on the found >>vifdom y,^^^,^.^^^ 
of the King, and the immaculate virtues of his 1761. 
inother. 

The fa(5Vion further contrived to amufe the King's 
people, with two other circumftances this year, matrriagc. 
One was the King's marriage, the other, his co- 
ronation ; which gave them opportunity to pro- 
ce(?d in their meafures, unobfeived by the na- 
tion. 

The court had not for many years been adorn- 
ed with the prefehce of a Queen.. The novelty 
operated with, the moft powerful attradtion. 
The whole nation caught the contagion. 'The' 
fadion could not have contrived any .meafure 
more fortunate to engage the public attention; 
i^^hile unobferved, they purfued their own de- v 
figns, with the uimoft alacrity *. 

However, 

* Refpcfting the choice ot thi Prlncefs, there was fomc 
years afterwards an cxtraprdinary controverfy in the public 
|>rints, which ihents more notice than many of thofe fugitive 
papers ufually defefvei We (hall feledl only two, which con- 
tain the principal fads* 

It fhould be previoufly otfcrved, that in the firft arrange- 
ment of the Queen's eftablifhment, General Graeme was made 
fecretary to the Queen ; and in 1765, he was made comptrol- 
ler ; but in February 1770, he was difmiffcd from her Ma- 
jefty's fervice. 

On the fourth day of Odober, 1777, the following para* 
giraph appeared in the public prints : 

" It were to be wifhed, that in introducing General G— € 
to the public notice, a little more pains had been taketi to 
explain the eafe and independence that gentlemen was called 
from, as well as his appointment as negociator and ambafia- 
dor. The world has hitherto had the misfortune of behold- 
ing this officer only in the light of a fimple individual ; bred 



tii4i(. However, liiere were fome pecfoii» v/ho iitia-' 
^^ gined, that thcjf few an aoalogjr, between ihff 

iii a forei^ Cervice : employecl once a& a pr'roiit ag^Bit> td 
find out lArherc a negptiation might be fet on. foot, 'and re-. 
warded liberally for the difcdvery. It remains alfo to know 
the inde|iendeQt patrimony he was bngiin»Ily feifed of, and. 
how he may havie fpent it in her Majefty's fcrvice. liicfe,-. 
and bther circnmftances being cleared up, will have the efiedl 
, of refcuing from oblivion^ afi illuftriou* chara6l:er9 vrkfi^ rae-» 
t\% has apparently not been enough confidered. 

\This paragraph^ at the hegifining, feehU to aUude, to 
fome prior publication ; but notwHhftanding a diligent fearch^ 
nothing can be jounii except ajborf paragraph^ Jlaiing^ 
fiat General Grame had refigned his empj^ymtnt.'] 

To the Printer y iffc. 

t TAKE the carlieft opportunity. to comply with the witfi, 
of the paragraph writer in your paper of to-day, rcfpedjng. 
Oei^^Tal Gneme, At the time he was Brfk fient to Mecklea-a- 
buj^hf h^ was poffefled of, a family eftate of fix hundred 
pounds St year^ and twenty thoufand pounds in money. Your 
^orrefpondent, though he takes up the ludicrous ftile, as maf- 
ter of bi^ fubjeft, is certainly very ill informed- General 
Gneme was fent three feveral times to Germany ; once as ^ 
private agent, and twice as a public one : iFirft, to fitd out a. 
frineefs^ then to btinff her over j and lafily, to carry the 
Garter to the Prince, her brothpr, THq expences. of th<f(B 
Jouroies were confiderablc : He gave in no bill of them — the 
others Employed did* ^ His liberal rewards were a regiment^ 
w{iich coft him feVen thoufand pounds in raifmg ; the office 
of fecretary to the Queen, for which he drew oiily. one Ha^- 
of the falary, being rode for the other half; and fome time aftjcr 
he was made ccinptroller of the Quceti*s houfhold. He retir- 
ed frotn her Majefty*8 fervice witK not one fliilling of ready 
money, and his eftate fo much encumbered, that he has little 
inore than his regiment to fupport hinu Vice or extrava- 
gance he has never been accufcd of. Let common fenfe put 
sU this together, and I defy the moft obfeq^ious courtier fa 
fay, that he has been indemnifit^, mqch lets rewarded. He 
lRr€Ht^ wbei\ a boy, ioto the Scotch Brigade, in the fcrvice 
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fending Wk the Princcfs of Br ua/wick^ and the CtiAl. 
lending back the Infanta of Spain, iti the early *^*' 

of the iStates of Holland^ $c. then t^kon^d fanioUs for their ' 
military difcipline ; and, I believe^ had finifhcd his (irft cam- 
paign, before Major Sturgeon (vfrhom, from the phrafe '•fcif^ 
ed pfy'' I take to be the author of the paragraph) b»i &aiA%* 
4|d| or brol^ea btf apprenticethip to the attoroe]^* 

T9 tie Printer, f^c, 

O^oier it, I'jiji 

TO refcue merit from obfcurity is highly laudab]e. Thit 
l^aiie will deferVedly bclodg to the letter-writter, ^ho cele« 
brates thd firtues and difappointments of Creneral G* Ci 
•Wrhen he hai thrown the neccflarjr light upon fome few points* 
He grants^ that thi^ gentleman was bred in the Dutch fervice» 
snd that he was at firft a private agent—" to ^nd out a, Prin- 
cefs:** — \lt were to be wifhed he had chofe another p rafc^ 
for this will hardly he received as a compliment by the fk- 
mily it is applied to} -^But then the fecond commiflion was* > 
fubiicf •*. to bring hef over." Here, either the letter-writer^ 
or the public> is iri a great ^ftot- i For the univerfal belief has 
been^ that the late Lord Hareovrt was the mmifter commif* 
lioned to bring her over *. Ag^in, the paying of feven thour^ 
fand pounds for a . regiment, i& a new fort of traffic, even in 
ihia oamm^erieial country, and merits a full illuHration ; yet 
ft^VR fldimttiQg of its f«Ul £xtenty at this happened \o many 

Cam 4gO» th< General niuft, upon a moderate computation^ 
a ^^ (confiiderable gainer upon that bargain, beijdes the 
«^ imiiftial favoiirj of being adopted from a ibrei^ fervice"^ 

9vcr 

C* It is mfelllnonan, that LordHarc&u^t ^as fie perjvn that 
Mm^ io Meciietiittrgh in a public cbaradler, i^ut that circumflaitce 
doe* flat invalidate thefaa, of General Grame being the cofiiidca'> 
tid nan ; for, according to the maxims qf government, *which the 
fadlion haa laid down for thene^ reign, there were alwayt an 
oftehfibk man, and a confidential man, in e^tty Jltuatioh : and 
this ftnetdote (hevjSi the verjf early period at <Ufhich the theory of 
duplicity was brgught into praSiceA^ 
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part of the rcign of Lewis the Fifteenth. Bat 
this fpcculation was founde4 in a gteat miftake ; 
for the cafes differed materially, particularly in 
this point— the Princefs of Brunfivick returned 
voluntarily ; whereas the Infanta was ferit batk 
by force. Ancf the French King was thereupon 
married to the daughter of Stanijlaus, King of 
Poland, who^ at the time of this marriage, waPs 
only a private gentleman. It is true, that eight 
years fubfequcnt, he was, by thd iritefeft of 
France, raifed to the throne of Poland; but in 
Icfs than a month dfterwafd$ he was difpof- 
Teffedofhis kingdom^ by his rival/ the Eteftor 
of SaxOtiy; 

There is a further, drid, if poffible, i more 
important difference in this pretended analogy. 
•— Several of the great families in France ,dif- 
approved of this union of their Sovereign with 
the daughter of a private gentleman ; whereas, 
qoneof the families inf England, eicr difapprov- 
ed of the choice made for, or by the King of 
Great Britain ; and although the Queen of France, 
by her placid demeanor, qualified thp acidity, 

bver the heads of a multitude ortravc and deferving officers in 
bur own. Another point to be cleared up is, his having fpent 
in. the public fcrvice, fo large a patrimony as his cftatc of fix 
hundred pounds a year, and twenty thoufand pounds in nro^ 
ney, befides the emoluments of a regiment, a half ftcretary- 
Jhlp^ and a whole comptroller/hip. The hungry courtiers furely 
did not ride him in all of thefe-— eftate, and money and all : 
For Germany (though it is a great gulph) could never have 
fwj^Uowed any thing like this in three journies. The bill*, 
had they been given in, (which it is really a pity they were 
not) could fcarcely, we ihould think, have amounted to onc- 
fenth part of the General's patrimony alone. 

Yoursi &c. 

' which 
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Mrhidh her birth alone occafioned ; yet her unex- 
ceptionable condu<ft was not fufficienl to pre- 
vent fome harlh remarks on that policy, which, 
faid^they, lends our Kings in quefl of foreigners 
for wives, in whom their private happinefs is as 
little confulied as the public welfare; and in 
which alliances/ we foretimes import not the 
bcfti but the worft blood on the continent. 
^ There was jikewife, ai /Wrrf circumftance thiUNegotia« 
year, which commenced prior to either the^®"^"^ 
king's marriage cr coronation, and which claim- 
ed a confiderable (hare of the public attention; 
This was a negotiation for peace, defired by 
France ; and carried on in London by M. Bufy^ 
and in Paris by Mr. Hans Stanley, The reader 
will find in the Appendix, all the important do- 
cuments of the negotiation. M. Bujy arrived 
in London, in May 17611 and Mr. Stanley at 
Paris in the fame month. This negoiiatipn con- 
tinued until Augufl, at which time the tourt of 
France had prevailed on the King of Spain td 
join them in the war. Mr, Pilt had fufpeded 
for fome time, that this jundlion was in con- 
templation; and upon the delivery of a memo* 
tial by M. Bujfy, on the intercfts of Spain, (when 
there was a Spanifh minifter at our court) he' 
W^s confirmed^ in his fufpicions. He faw that 
a war with Spain was inevitable; and he imme- 
diately made preparaition for it. He hs|d order- 
ed an attack to be made on the French ifland of 
Martinico, and the other iflands belonging to 
iijat power, in the Weft Indies. And it was nqw 
Vol. L P hig 
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his refolutiott lo haften thofe meafures, and ta 
fend the fleet and army, as foon as thofe iflands 
were reduced, againft the Havannah, the key of 
the SpaniQi Weft Indies ; and alfo to reinforce 
the army with the troops from Norths America'/ 
where the conquefis were completed. 
. . Martinico, St. Lucia, Grenada, and St. Vin- 
co* &c.' c^"^ ^^^^ taken by his orders. The .French 
taken. power in the Eart Indies was totally deftroy- 
ed. And Belleifle, on the coaft of F^r^nce, was 
taken. 
Mr. Pitt's There was a very unaccountabte -negligence 
^^k'^" °h ^^ equipping the expedition againtt the Havan- 
Havan- nah, under the fubfequent adminifti'aiioh, who 
nah. couW not avoid attempting this conqueft ; be- 

caufe the plan of it was left to them by Mr, Pitt. 
After talking the laft of the French ' tflands in 
the Weft Indies, the victorious troops remained 
idle a confiderable time. Had they been fenC 
immediately againft the Havannah, as Mf. Pitt 
intended, the Spaniards would have been at- 
tacked before they were prepared, and the place 
would have been taken before the unhealthy 
feafoh' commenced. The misfortune was, that 
though 'the miniflry fent only four (hips from 
Englany,^to join the armament Mr. Pitt had af- 
fembledin the Weft Indies; yet thefe ftiips did 
not fail' from England until the month of March 
1762; at which time, according to Mr. /V//'s 
plan, they would have been before the Havan- 
nah; for Martinico furrendered on the 12th of 
February, Our great lofs of men at the Havan- 
nah 
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tiah was hiore owing to the unhealthy feafon, (^tiiv* 
than to the fire of the enemy, f n_^^!^ 

^ There was a fufpicion, and the cooleil impartiality mull 
allow, that it feems to have been founded on neither ordinary 
near weak probability, that the miniftry would liave rejoiced at 
a. ^efcat before the Havannah. 1 he officers were appointed 
upon the recommendation of the Duke of Cumberland, who 
i^as not lefs obnoxious to thefaftion, called the King's Friends, 
than Mr. Pitt Jp'mfelf. They were feat in the manner above- 
mentioned. The advices of this important conqueft arrive<i 
in England while the negotiations for peace were on the tapisj 
which Were in fome meafure impeded by it, becaufe minifters 
were obliged to encreafe their demands refpeAing the terms of 
peace ; a circumftance that was quite oppofite to their private 
wifhes, which Were to obtain peace upon any termSy rather 
than carry on the ^ar* 



CHAt* 
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CHAP. XX. 

State of Prance — Mr. Pitt oppofed in bis dejign td 
fend fonte Jbips to^ Newfoundland — That flaci 
taken-^Retaken — Mr. Pitt oppofed in bts dejign 
to attack the Sfanijb Flota^^Mr. Pitt and Lord 
Temple oppofed in their advice to recall Lord 
Brijlol from Madrid-^Tbree Councils upon it-^ 
Mr, Pitt and Lord Temple reJign^^DeJign againft 
. Panama and Manilla-^Affertions of Lord Temple 
and Lord liute — Jhe Gazette account of Mr. 
Pittas refignation — His Letter to tbe City of Lon- 
don — All the Spanijb treajure arrived in Spain-^ 
Explanatory note — Mr. Pitt greatly applauded in 
the City of London^^lVar declared againft Spain—* 
Epitome of Mr. Pitt's Adminiftration. 

Chap. \i 

XX, ^ RANGE at this time was reduced to the 



1761. 



loweft ebb of diftrefs and defpondency. All her 
colonies were in the hands of Great Britain. 

State of Her arms had been difcomfitted in every quarter; 

France. The payment of her public bills was flopped; 
and fbe mrghf literally be called a bankrupt na- 
tion: She was reduced tfo a more diftreflcd and 
humbled condition^ in the three years admini- 
ftration of Mr. Pitt, than by the whole ten years 
war of the Duke of Marlborough.^ Her navy 

was 

* France was never more prefled by England^ than^iy iSdi*. 
Pitt^i adBvisiftratien. An EDgUibnum might at this penod^ 

with 
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was ruined: She had not at this time ten (hips Chip, 
of the line fit for fervice; yet, with thefe, her ^^^^^^ 
minifjcrs refolved to make one more effort. 1761. 
Their defign was to obtain a (han? of the fifliery 
in the North American feas, at a cheaper rate 
than they could hope to gain' it by treaty. From 
H circumflance that happened during the late 
liogociation, Mr. Piti forefaw that they would 
.make this attempt. His diligence and penetra- 
tion were conftant and uniform; and ihey were 
not lefs apparent on this, than they had been 
pn every former occafion. Immediately on the j^ p. 
departure of M. Bufy, he propofcd to fen J four oppofedin 
fhips of the line to Newfoundland: But to his^"« <i«fig» 
great furprife, he was oppofed in this meafure. JJ^^. '"^ 
Thp cabinet put a negative upon his propofition. fouadland. 

with fomc propriety afk, Where were now her 450,000 fight- 
ing men, which her minifters boafted of in the reign of Louis 
(he Fourteenth ? and where were her failors, who, in the fame 
reign, fought on board one hundred (hips of war ? It may be 
•nfweredy that we had thoufands of her failors in prifon ; and 
that their nunaber pf Ifnd forpes ^ere fufficient for her pur* 
pofe. But we know, that fo reduced was her navy before 
flovember, 1759, fhc was obliged to force the peafants into 
that fervice. We know, that however diminifiied her armies 
might be, compared with the flpurifhing %\tnf:B of Louh the 
Fourteenth, ftill it was with the greateft difficulty the govern- 
ment could pay knd provide for thofe -armies ; and had they re- 
folved upon the augmentation of tl|^m, thefr revenues would 
have failed to fupport them ; and what is ipore, the augmen-r 
tation itfelf was imprafticable. The dregs of the people, and 
the lower artificers were already fwept away by the recruit- 
ing feijeant ; and the fields were in a manner abandQned. 
Whoever travelled through France at that jundture, might fe^ 
the women not only drive, but hold the plough. And in 
fome provinces it was no uncommon fpedbicle, to behold, two* 
jvpmen yoked with one cow, drawing the plough. 

Th2 
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Chaf, The confequcncc was, the French took New-"- 
^^^[v foundland. As foon as Lord Amberfi, who was 
1761. at New York, heard it, he feni his brother and 
jjevir. Lord ColviHe to retake the ifland, which they 
foundland accompliflied befort? the arrival of any orders 
fc„;f-- England. , _ , , , 

Mr. hitt now law and feh the ftrength of the 
new King's party. He did not, however, refign 
upon this check ; becaufe his grand objed was 
Spain. His defign was by an early and vigorous 
exertion to cripple that power. He did not 
fufpcdl thehoufe of Bourbon to have fo many 
friends in England, as he afterwards found. 
The King of Spain had. at thi. time an immenfc 
treafurc at fea coming from America. He was 
fenfible the King of Spain would not declare 
himfelf until that treafure had arrived. Mr, 
Pittas defign was to intercept it and bring it to 
England. He was confident of the hoftile in- 
tentions of Spain. The plan of union, which had 
bpen negotiating between the courts of France 
and Spain all the fummer at Paris, was now 
completed, and Mr. Pitt had been furnilhed with 
a copy of this treaty of alliance, which included 
all the branches of the hoxife of Bourbon, and 
is commonly called the Family Compadt. He 
communicated to the cabinet his refolution of 
Mr. Pittas attacking Spain. Lord Bute was the firft perfon 
defign of vyho oppofed it ; he called it rafh and unadvif- 
the^a-^ ^^'^* -^^^^ G/'^'y/V/^ thought it precipitate, and 
uifti flota defired time to confider of.it. Lord Temple fup- 
pppofcd. pQ^gj j^j,^ pi^f^ Y^htch he had done uniformly 

from 
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from his coming into office. The Du 
caftle was neuter. The Chancellor \ 
Lord Temple and Mr. Pitt fubmiited 
jefty their advice in writing, figned 
felves> to recall Lord Brijiol, (the Bri 
fador) from Madric^. This was on il 
S<5ptember, 1761. 

A few days afterwards a fccond c 
fummoned upon the fame fubjcd. . 
binet minifters were prefent. Mr. Pi 
that he did not ground his refolution 
ing Spain upon what the court of Spai 
or might fay, but upon what that 
aeiually done. The majority faid thej 
yet convinced of the neceffity or prop 
meafure. And the cabinet broke 
coming to any refolution. In a few 
a third cabinet was fummoned upon t 
Mr. Pitt and Lord 'temple infifted up 
ceffity of recalling Lord BriftoL E , 
member of the cabinet now declared ; 
meafure; upon which Mr. Pitt and . , 
took their leaves. Lord Grenville (tl 
fident) regretted that they were gf 
Mr. Pitt and his noble relation. He | 
ly of Mr. Pittas penetration and int 
on this occafion he thought him m 
the beft accounts from Spain jufti 
trary opinion. His Majefly having 
written advice of Mr. Pitt and Lord 
refigned on the 5th of Odlober, 1761, ' 

* A few weeks previous to Mr. Pi^i*% refig ; 
lowing converfation, as nearly as it can be r< i 
papry, happened between Mr. Pitt and a Getur ' 
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But the moft abandoned part, of this bufmefs 
was in the Houfe of Lords, on the commence- 



** Sir, fays Mr. Pitt, I (ind the Spaniards are determined 
to break with us. It jnay become a fortunate circumftance 5 
Sfor although we have taken the French iflands and. colonies, 
they do not aflFord us ready money which wc want. You rauft 
take poffeffion of Panama : How many regiments (hall you 
want for fuch an expeditipn ? — The (hips can be provided for 
the purpofe immediately— I have no doubt of making up 
5.000 men if necefTary from the Britifh colonies, who are now 
fccure. We have uo reafon to apprehend a difappointment — 
they may not be ready in time, but mud be fent you as they 
arc raifcd ; rather as recruits than part of your command V* 

General Officer — " Sir, I (hall not want a great number of 
d(fclplined troops —I know the exaft force in that part of 
America — give mc three or four regiments. With inftruftions 
to the middle apd fputhern provinces to fupply me with a few 
men accuftqmed to bufti-fighting, and about two thoufand ne- 
groes to work in the heat of the day. Givt me powers to 
form an alliance, and sL promife of prote£lion in religrion and 
commerce. — I'll anfwer for th^ fuccefs, not only againfl Pa- 
liama, but for a reHgnation of all Spanifh America, in all mat- 
ters which may be deemed beneficial to Great Britain.'' 

Mr. Pi//.—" Sir, get yourfejf ip readinefs — ^your qopim.ifr 
ijon (hall be made out immediately." 

• Nor wag this all -^He ineditated an attack upon the Phil- 

lipine ifland 1, and he confultcd Lord Anjhn upon the fubjeft, 
qn account of his knowledge of thofe fcas. Mr. ^Pitt's dcfigu 
was to have reduced Panama firft ; and next to have made a 
detachment from thence againd Manilla. The reader has 
been already informed of hjs defign againft the Havannah ; 
which, though it was afterwards executed by his fucceiTors, 
yet had he continufd to direft the war, that conqueft would 
have been accompjifhed much fooner ; and confequently great 
part of the force employed there would have been at leifure, 
perhaps, to have co-operated at Porto Bello or fome other 
|)lace with the expedition againft Pamana ; or have been ready 
for any other fervice. His defign againft the Philljpine 
iflands was adopted by his fucceflors, but materially altered 
by joining the Eaft-India Company in the meafure. Nor 
would^ this expedition have been undertaken, had not Lord 
^/j/^«, in the ftrongcft terms, repeatedly recommended and 
profff d it to Lord E^rementn 

ment 
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ment of the firft feflion of the new parliament, on Chaf/ 
the 6tfi of November, 1761, when Lord Temple ^^' 
faid in the debate, *^ 1 hat their advice (meaning i^Si.* 
*^ Mr. Piit and himfclf ) was not founded upon 
*' fufpicion only f although ihey had iox feveral 
'' months fufpeCled the views of Spain, and would 
** have been amply juftified from xhtt jujl grounds 
** p( their fu/piciofts, but upon pofftive and au- 
'? thentic information of a- treaty of alliance 
** being figned between France and Spain.'* 
Upop which Lord Bute, with affonifliing and in- 
credible effrontery got up and propounc^d ih^fe 
words; 

*' My Lords, 

f* I affirm, upon my honour^ that there was no 
*^ intelligence of fuch a facfl fo copflituted aj 
*' -that time.** 

This brought Lord Tempk up again, who af- 
firmed alfo upon his boncur^^ **'That there was 
*' intelligence qf the hjgbeft rnqpitnt; th^t he 
•* was not at liberty to publilh that intelligence 
** in the Houfe, but would refrefli his lordfliip's 
** memory in private^ He beckoned Lord Butf 
out of the Houfe^ and repeated to him the intel- 
ligence which had been laid before the cabinet. 
In this conference Lord But^ found himfelf under 
the neceffity of iicknowledging that he recoUeSled 
it. The dates will fhew the faft indifputably. 
The family compaft was fjgned on the 1 5th of' 
Auguft, 1761 ; it was ratified on the 8th day 
of September, and the written advice to recall ^ 
Lord Brijlol was given, and dated on the ;8th of 
the fame month. 

Mr. 
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Mr; Filths refignation was not publilhed in the 
London Gazette until^w days after it had taken 
1761. place. The miniftry waited for fome of their 
favourable advices from Spain to contr^ft with 
it. 

In the Gazette of 0(flobcr 10, 1761, thefe 
•articles Jippeared together: 

Gazette *' Madrid^ September 4. A report having been lately 
account of** Spread here, upon the arrival of our late letters from 
the refig- " France, as if there was reafon to apprehend an im- 
nation, " mediate rupture between our court and that pf Great 
** Britain ; we^ [who were meant by this pronour\ f] under<- 
f* ftand that the Spaniih minifters^ in a ^converfation 
*« which they had lately with the Earl of Briftol^ ambaf- 
*« fador extraordinary from his Britannic Majefty, cx- 
*< prefs their concern thereat, and declared very expli- 
<* citly to his excellency, that on the part of their courts 
^< there was not the leaft ground for any fuch appreheq^ 
« fions, as the Catholic King had at no time been more 
" intent upon cultivating a good correfpondence with 
" England, than in the prefent conjuhdure; and at 
<5 the fame time, informed the Earl of Brjfloly that or- 
" ders had been fent to Monfieur Manfoy governor of 
*< San Roque, to reprimand fuch of the inhabitants 
<( under his jurifdi£iion, as had encouraged the illegal 
V protedion given to the French privateer row-boats 
". under the cannon of a Spanifti fort." 

« St. Jameses, October 9. The Right Honourable 
' f* William Pitt having refigned the feals into his Majef- 
f* ty's hands, his Majefty was this day pleafed to appoint 
•* the Earl of Egremont to be one of his Majefty's prin- 
1* cipal fecretaries of ftate. And in confideration of the 
f * great and important fervices of the faid Mr. Pi//, his 
?* Majefty has been gracioufly pleafed to diredl that a 
?* warrant be prepared for granting to the Lady Hefier 
^^ P/'lf/, his wife, a Barony of Great Britain, by the name, 
^* 'ftil^j and title of Baronefs of Chatham to herfelf, and 
<f of Baron of Chatham to her heirs male; and alfo to 
\^ confer upon the faid Jf^illiam Pitt, Efq; an annuity of 

« tJirce 
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f* three thoufand pounds fterling, during his own life Chaf> 
*< and that of Lady He/ler Pitt, and their fon John Pitt, XX. 

<« Efq/* ^ r-^ 

" 5^ James's, OBober 9. This day Earl TempU, ^1^^> 
«* keeper of the King's privy fcal, refigned the faid leal 
*« into his Majefty's hands." 

The moment the preceding intelligence was 
publifhed, Mr, Pittas charaifler was aflailed with 
the moft ardent malignity, and favage phren2y> 
that ever difgraced any age or country — r- by 
all the hired writers in the fervice of the King^s 
party. They branded him with the names of 
Penfioner, Apoftace, Deferter, and with every 
term of reproach that malice could apply, or 
depravity fuggeft. Every news-paper was filled 
with their inveflives. Pamphlets were writtci^^ 
and induftrioufly circulated, for the fartie pur- 
pofe ; and every art, and every method, were 
pradlifed, in order to effed a cliange of the. 
public opinion, refpefting the glory of his mca-^ 
fures and the purity of his conducfl. 

The King's fadion were perfedly fenfible, tha^ 
the confidence of the nation had been rcpofed in 
Mr. Pitt ; and they deprecated, by this criminal 
induftry, his return to. power. They dreaded' 
nothing fo much, as ^ difpofition in the people, 
fimilar to that (hewn in the year 1757, when the 
public voice obliged the late King to receive him. 
And it is certain, that they Succeeded fo far, as 
to occafion a temporary diminution of his cha- 
rader in the public efteem. Mr. Pitt himfelf was 
fp thoroughly convinced of this truth, that he 

thought 
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thought it neceflary to ftate the caufe of his. rew 
figaaiion, in the following letter to the town clerfe 
of the city of London* 

*< DearSir^ 

}Jlr. Pitt*« '^ Finding, to my great furprifc, that the caufc and 
)citcr to manner of my rcfigning the fcals ts grofsly mifreprefcnted 
the city of in the city, as well as that the mod gracious and fponta- 
London* neous marks of his Majefty's approbation of ray fervicesj 
which marks followed my redgnation, have been infa« 
moufly traduced, a^ a bargain for mj forfaking the pub* 
licj I 2tm under a nccefiity of declaring the truth of both 
thefe fad$ in a manner which I am fure no gentlemaa 
will contradict \ a di£l^crence of opinion with regard to 
raeafures to be taken againft Spain^ of the higheft im- 
portance to the honour of the crown, and to the moft 
^iTeutial national intereds, and this founded on what 
Spain had already done, * not on what th^t court may far<* 

thcr 

• What Spain ^ad already done.'} At this diftance of t{me» 
thefc words may require a little explanation. — Bcfides the 
Family Compact, which was Mr. Pi«V principal obje£k, there 
w^re th^ follo>ying fadts 3 

A memorial of Mr. P/V/'x, in the name of the Kii\g of 
Great Britain, had been returned by the Spanifh minifter at 
^|ad^ri4> as 'oMly inadmtffible. — This memorial Mr. Pitt wifhed 
to have had l^id before parliament ; .bccaufe having made, hp 
fa id, the condu6i 6f Spain in this inftance, the precedent for 
his refufal pf the ^panifh memorial, ofiered by M. Bt^ ; he 
thought both the matter ai^d the exp^ejj^ of the Britiih me- 
inorial ought to be made known. Mr. Put^s fucceflbrs ia 
Qffice, however, put a negative upon his wifhes. 

And befidirs the ppjnts* in difpute, between the two 
courts, there were the following reprehenfible proceedings oa 
the part of Spain : — 

At St. Lucar, about feven leagues from Cadiz, there were, 
in 1757, eleven fail of £ngli(h (hips in that harbour, which 
* {ailed with 3pani{h pilots^^ and at the mouth of the river, be- 
tween 

• * Thefc points were three in number. They are given in 
the private memorial of France, dated July 15, 1761 ; which 
fee m the Appendix. 
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thcr intend to do, was the caiffe of my rcfigning the (^tiiPi 
fcals. Lord Temple and I fubmitted in writing, and XX. 
figned by us, our moft humble fentiments to his Majefty^ ^.^^-^r^^ 
which being over-ruled by the united oplniofi of all the if6f. 
reft of the King's fervants, I refigned the feals on .Mon** 
day the 5th of this month, in order not to remain re- 
fponfible for meafures which I was no longer allowed td 
guide. Moft gracious public marks of his Majefty's ap« 
probation of my fervices followed my refignation i They 
are unmerited and unfdidted^ and I (hall ever be proud to 
have received them from the beft of Sovereigns. 

•« I will now only add, my dear Sir, that I have ci* 
plained thefe matters only for the honour of truth, cot 
m any view to court return of confidence from any man, 
who, with a credulity as Weak as it is injurious, has 
thought fit haftily to withdraw his good opinion from 
one who has ferved his country with fidelity and fuccefs ; 
and who juftly reveres the upright and candid judgment 
of it ; little folicitous about the cenfures of the capricious 
and the ungenerous. Accept my fincereft acknowledg- 
ments for all your kind friendftiip, and believe me ever 
With truth and efteem^ 

My dear Sir, 
Hayes, Your faithful friend, 

0^. i6i l^6u W. PITT." 

twccn tw6 hedks of land, aiid in (hoal water, they were foi' 
lowed by a French privateer ; they were all takea and brought 
back into that )>ort. Sir Benjamin Keene^ our ambaffador at 
that time at Madrid, femonftrated very flrongly upon this fub- 
\t€tt but to no purpofei they were deemed good prizes, though 
taken clofe to the land in (hoal water. 

The afiair of the Antigalllcan and her prize, the Due de 
PcnfhicVre, is well known. 

In the beginning of the year i7j9,theEsiperiinent, (aKing's 
ihip) was chafed off the coaft of Spain by the Telemachus, 
II large French privateer, double the force of the Experiment : 
but the Britifh captain not chuiing to fuffer the difgrace, en- 
gaged the Frenchman, and at length took him. The vidor 
tiien ftood for the Spanifh coaft, when he fent his boat with his 
iliafter and four men afhore to land fome of the prifoners* y 

ind bring off fome neccffarics. . Tlie boat, was immediately 
Attained, ahdthc officer and crew thrown into prifon ; thego- 

vcmor 
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^XX* ^ '^^^'^ ^^^^ ^^^^ ^''' ^^^^ "^ refignaiion, ih<i 
^.^^^-^^ miriiftry received a difpatch from Lord BnJ&l, at 
i/6u jviadrid, coauitiing the following intcrefting in- 
formaition ; 

E/furiaU 

pernor alledgingi tKat ^hc French (hip was an illegal capture ;' 
though fhe came off from the land where (he lay at^ anchor, 
and purfued the fixperimerit. And orders were fent to all the 
Spanifh porta to detain the Experlcacnt, if Ihe put into any 
of them. . ' 

About June 1 760, ithe S'altafh ^floop of war chafed on fhorc 
a French row-boat, a few leagues to the eaftwafd of, Almeria 
Bay, and fometime after fhe toofca French row-Jjoat ofFMa- 
hon, and put. a midfhipmhn and fourteen men on bpard, and 
fome time in the following month catoe to arichoi* in thaf bay*. 
*rhe Spaniards detained her, and nwde the men priftih^s : upon 
which, the captain of the Saltaft'finding his prizie liot come but,- 
fent hia boat with the mafter and^fiYe men to kno'Vfr the redfon$ 
who, on conwng aftiore, were threatened by the Spanrfh^foldiers 
to be fired at unlefs they hauled their boat afhoretaa pprtaqiiar* 
ter of a mile from thenqe, which they refufed to do, infifting, as 
Britifh fubjed^s^ they had a right to Spanifh protedion ; where- 
upon they fcizcd the boat's «rew as well as the prize, smd put 
them in the common prifon, where the maft^i; was f^ruck and 
abufed by the foldiers, and all the refl ufed with great cruelty, 
and refufed the ufe of pen, ink and paper. The Saltafh was 
never able to get her men to the number of 19. The Spa- ^ 
niards fent the mafter of a Catalan bark to prifon, ifor carry- 
ing a mefrag(i from one of the prifoners to Gibraltar. 

In 1761, the Speedwell ciitter, comninhdedby Lieutenant 
Allen, was chafed into the harbour of Vigo, by the Achilleai 
tk French man of war, and there made, a priise of .Ijy her. 
Mr. Allen was tried, at Splthcad for loliqg his Majefly's cut* 
ter, and was honourably acquitted ; but the court -declared 
their opinion, that fhe wa§ ari illegal prize, and taken con-* 
trary to the law of nations. 

In Cadiz there were many French privateers manned and 
fitted out by the Spaniards, built under the windows of the 
governor's houfe, where they lay, and in his fight ; when any 
Englifh veffel failed out of the harbour, would follow inflantly ' 
tmd bring her in ; though, on the contrar^^, if any French fhip 
fliould fail out, no'Englilh (hip of war dared to follow her, or 

fail 
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Efcurial, N(fvembet 2. 1761. tbiA*^ 
** Twofhips have lately arrived at Cadiz with ^^^J^^ 
very extraordinary rich cargoes from the Weft 176U 
Indies. So that all the wealth that was expefled ^H the 
^' from Spanijb America, is no<Ub faje in OWtreafurc 

** Spain.*^ * arrived irf 

The triumphs of the courts of London and 
Madrid, over Mr. Pitt, were now complete. The 
firft, in having compelled him to rclincjuifh the 
diredlion of a wjlr, by which he had nearly 
cruftied one branch of the Houfe of Bourbon, 
and, was ready to pour its thunders upon ano- 
ther : The latter, in having fupporied the dc-. 
llgiis of his.'enemies, liniil that immenfe wealth* . ... 

iail.out of tht harbour in Icfs than .124 hours; and the garrifori: 
guns were always ready to protcdt ^ J^rench ihip. 

In the harbour of Vigo, in M^y 1761, there were upwards 
of-tWrty French roW-boats ; in which thirty boats there were* 
ilot above thirty Frenchmen, one i^ each bpat, and the reft 
of the crews all Spaniards, and thefe fitted out by the Spani- 
ards there and at St* John de Luz. ' 

AtCabarctta, aiinall town on the Spaoi(hxoaft in the gut 
o^ Gibraltar, Where there is a cafUe and fome few guns, there 
was always a ileet of the French row-boats at anchor under 
tho£c guns with one Frenchman on boards moftly Spaniards 
and- Genoefe, but fitted put by Spaniards, who, in a piratical 
manner, watched and feized all Englifh veflcls which pafled 
without a convoy or happened to be becalmed. This was very 
detrimental to the garrifon of Gibraltar, as many of thole 
IreiTels were bound froni Ireland, .&c* with protifions* 

jibout two years he/ore Mr. Pitt reftgned^ Mr. j^' ■ , en 
eminent Jhip^uilder in the King of Spain^s fer^tcey quitted Spatft 
ami returned to England. He knew authentically and exvdly the 
farce and condition of every fhip and veffel belonging to the King 
of Spain. Mr. Pitt faw him federal times immediately after his 
arrival^ and placed a proper value upon his information. 

* See other extrads from the Spanifh papers, with fome 
explanatory notes in the Appendix. 

was 
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was arrived, which they knew he meant to tavd 
intercepted, and which had he been perrtiitted 
to accomplifh, he muft, by a fuccefs of fuch im- 
menre importance at the beginning of the war, 
have fpeedily reduced Spain to the ncceflity of 
deprecating the rage of fo potent and aldive an 
enemy. But (o thofe few pcrfons who were not 
duped by the artifices of the king'^s confidential 
fervants, nor deceived by the hired writers of 
foreign and domeftic enemies, thefe triumphs 
over a great minifter were matters of the moft 
fincere concern, regret, and anguifli. 
Uu Pitt in a few weeks, however, the public prejudice 
•pplaiidcd began to diflipate. When he went into the city 
n c ci- ^^ ^^^ enfuing Lord Mayor's day, he was ho- 
noured in all the ftreets through which he pafTed, 
with unboutided m^rks of applaiife. The King- 
^nd Queen honoured the city feall with their pre^ 
fence, (according to cuftom, on the firft Lord 
Mayor*s day after their cofonationj ; and the 
courtiers faid his Majefty betrayed fame figns of 
difapprobanon, that the applaufe given to Mr. 
Pin was greater than that (hewn to himfelf. 

This appldufe was, indeed, confined toibe 
iTiCtropoIis. But v<^haievcf doubts might have 
remained on the minds of men, whofe refi- 
dences were remote from ihefource of informa- 
tion refpe<5ling the propriety of Mr. Pitt's con- 
duct, relative to Spain, they were all difpclled by 
the declaration of war againft that power ; which 
Mr. Pitt's fucceffor's found themfclves urider the 
fieceflity of iffuing on the fecond day of January 



X762; although they poftponed that imp6rtant dttAl^ 
meafurc until the infults of the Spanifli court ^^* 
had becoine fo. n6toriou$, ' thatfeyen Lord Bute • jy(Ji; 
confcOed they could be no longer concealed. 

Thus came by conftraint, and withoutdignity, 
and what is worfe th^^^bp^h, above Uirep^rtiotiths 
after the opportunity had elapfed, that declara- 
tion of war, fneaking, and to it were,^ by Health ; 
whioh Mr. Pitj <yould teve iffucd ivUb edat, la 
the-toonth of Auguft feft, and illunnfiticd with , 
Ae'fplendour ofhis vi^ories before the end of 
the year. 
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EPITOME 



OF 

Mr! i^lTT's ADMINISTRATION. 

MDCCLVIL 

Epitome THE Hanotcriains and Heflians were fent home, and 

P' ^ A*! ^ well-regulated militia eftabliQied ^ by which the enemy 

'^'A ^*^ '^^ ^'^ were fo far from wanting foreign troQps ta 

miuiltra- proteft us, that we could afford to fend the national troops 

abroad. 

The foundations were laid of the fubfequent conquefts. 
Fleets and armies were fent to Afia, Africa^ apd 
America. 

MDCCLVUI- 

Shipping deftfoyed at St. Malo. 

Bafon and (hipping deftroyed at Chefburg^ 

Emden recovered from the French. 

Senegal taken. 

Louifbourg, and the Ifles of Cape Breton and St- JohaV 
taken. 

Fort Frontenac taken. 

Fort Du Qaefne taken. 

Fort and ifland of Goree taken. 

Muffulipatanrr taken. 

D' Ache's fleet defeated^ 

French army defeated at Crevelt. 

French fleet under Du Qpefne, taken by AdmiraJ 
OJhorne, 

French fleet, drove afliorc at Rochcfort, by Sir Ei^ 
ward Haiuhe, 

MDCCLIX. 

Guadalots«p'», Marie Galante, I)efirad6, &c. taken. 
Siege of Madras raifed. 
Surat taken. 
• Niagara taken. 
Shippinji deltroyed at Havre^ 

Frencli- 
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^ Prdncli fleet, under De la Clue, takcii by Admiral SoJ^ 

* Ticohderbga taken. : : , . 

' CJtowtl ^oiAi fakferi/ ; i^'^U 

Quebec taken. 

Complete defeat of theJrcnch fl<^et in Quibetoii Bay^ 
French antf^dpfcHlcii at Minden.^ ^ 

jTi&i/rp/kilied, and his three frigates taken. 

Vrerich army defeated at Warburgh. 

Montreal taken^ and all Canada. 

Frigates, ftage§ and ftoresi deftroyed in Chaleur Bay. 

I>umet taken: 

Pominique takeii. 

MDCCLXI. 

Pondicherry taken^ and all the French po^er in Indii 
fleftroyed. 

Belleifle taken. 

French arniy defeated at Felllhghaiiferi. 

MiiccLXiri 

Martinico takein, and with it the iflands of Grenadil^ 
St. Lucia, aiid St. Vincent- And 

The Hav^nnah taken ; though after Mr. Piifs refig^ 
iiatidn j yet in confequence of his plans. 

To thefe conquefts mufi be added, the annihilation of 
the p'rencli marine, commerce atid credit; The lofs ^tof 
France of the following {hips of wat, which compoled 
tiine-tenths of her royal navy. 

French Kin^s jhipt taken ot deji¥(yed. 

Forty-foqr of the line, vi?.-^Four of 84 ; tleVeh o£ 
^4 •, two of 70 ; fevenjcen of 64 ; two of 60 % two bj 
^6 ; one of 54 ; and five of ^6. 

Sixty-dne frigates, viz.— Four of 44 ; two <tf 40 ; 
eighteen of 36; two of 34 j fifteen of 32; one of 30; 
One of 28; two' of %6\ eighc of 24; two of 22; fix^ 
of 20, 

Twenty-fix floops of war, viz. — ^^One of 18; nine 
of 16; fix of 14; two of 12; oneef 10; feven of 8. 

Befides the advantages derived from all thefe conquefts 

at\d captures, Mr. f ///IcftthelatethirteenBritiflicolonies in 

<^2 NortH 
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Chap. North America in pcrfca fccurity^.^happinpfsj tirfy 

XX. " ry inhabitant there gtdwing with "the warmeft affedioti 

^,^^^-^<j to the parent coutitry. At home, all was animation and 

i*]6\r' induftrjr. Riches and glory flowed in ixota tf^rj qu^ur- 
• ■'■' ter, • •'„,;,•,, :• 

* '< Gods ! what a golden fcene ir^as tniSy ' 

" Of jiublic feme, of private tliftl't'* 

f Ode by H. Seymour, Efq. lat^ M. P. for E^efliaTn* 
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C H A p. XXI. 

ISituaiUn cf Gretd Britain — Farther particulars con^ 
certtrttg Mr^ Pittas rejlgftation-^anil tie PriHceJfes 

^ cfBrimfmiik^^Unwn of Lord 'Bute with Lord 
Bath ami Mr. Po^^^Mr.- Grenvilk wijbes io be] 
made Speaker^^Mr. Pitt d(ftres all the papers re^ 
latiDe to Spain io be laid before' Parliament — He 
Supports- the motion ^f a Jnpplyfor Portugal. 



H E fitoation of Great Britain at the end of Chap. 
Mr. P///*s adminii)ration» might not be impro* XXI. 
perly compar«i to that of Rome at the end of "^^^^T*^' 
the common- wealth. The Roman empire: ex- '^ 
tended from Britain to Media; and the Britifh Sttuation 
dominions included North Americj^, and a g"^^^^ gjitain!^ 
part of the Mogul empire, with many iflands 
a,id colonies iq Europe, America; Africa, and 
Afia. Both epnpi res at tbefe periods were id 
their zenith i and from tbefe periods both em*- 
pires declined iq virtue, afid diminifhed in ex^ 
tent. ■ 'The principal dificrences hitherto 
have been, that the fervility of the Britifh fa^ 
pate his ed(ceed.e(l ^that of the Roman ; and the 
diminution of. th(e.Briti(h empire has been more 
rapid. 

We have feen the end of this great man's bril- 
^ancy, as a minifler. .We are:^now to view him 
\n the ^hara<aer of a fingle member of the legif- 

lature; 
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lature; dignified, indeed, by reputation, but 
accompanied by no influence, nor followed by ' 
one individual of that obfequious crowd of re^ 
prefeniatives, who Kad lately given him uhli-' 
mited confidence, and unbounded praife. This 
fudden, but not furprjfing, ^hangp Qf opinion iii 
the repfefentatives of the natioti, was Dccafion.ed 
l?y no alteration in his fentiments or. principles, 
DO rel^xatioq of his promptitude- qr yigoqr, no 
impeachment of his condud, his judgment or . 
I)is virtue; nor was it to be afqribed to the ufiial 
verfatility of mankind, par^cul^^rly ihp natives ' 
of Great Britain, wHofe ruling pafTion is novelty ;; 
but it is to be attributed entirely and exclufively: 
JO the influence of corruption, ta the )avarice slnd' 
vanity of fuch men as are always eager to piy 
homage to the did ribu tor of rewards; whodver 
he may be, of whatever nation, or of Whaleveif' 
complexion. 

The management of the Hoiife 6f Cofnftions 
is become fo perfedly mechanical, > that it' re- 
quires only a fmall knowledge of the principles 
pf the machine to be able to transfer the majo- 
rity at almoftany time, from the moft able ftatef- 
manto the favourite of thecfrown, or tHe coa-' 
iidem of the enemy ; who way have no other 
recommendation than the fmiles of the firft, or 
the money of the laft; with the fame facility,' 
Jhat an India bond, or any other tiegotiable pro-, 
perty, is transferred every day. 

Thcfe obferyations may feem illiberal to the 
jnsxpcfienced, becaufe they are unfavourable to* 
• - the 
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th€ admirers of national glory. It is* die niisfor- Cnif.: 
tMnc of truth to be often difagreeable^— the an- ^^'* 
cients very wifely painted her naked, to fignify 1^61. 
that thofe who were her enemies, were theene*. 
tnies of nature, ^^>twith(landing the flate of 
modern depravity, truth will continue to. have 
her worQiippers; and it may be prefumed, that 
ibcy will, in the prefent age, as they have in; 
former ages, furvive the advocates of falfehood. 
It is to them only, that impartial hiftory can 
addrefs herfclf^^from them only (he can expeft 
proteflion. The betrayer of his country and the- 
jteflroyer of public liberty, whether fupported 
by a Commodus, or proteded by a Faudina, 
may endeavour, by the affiftance of the corrupt 
inftrumients of law, to intimidate and to ftrangle 
her voice: But confcious that (he b^s truth for 
her (hield, fte ventures upon a lafk that will 
give a new comple^^iun to the public events of 
one of the mod interefting periods in the annals 
of Great Britain. 

Mr. Pittas firft care after his refignation, was Particu- 
the diipinutioq of his boufehold. Amongft his^^y*®^^* 
other retrenchments were his coach horfes, 
which were fold by public advertifement in his 
own name. His enemies ftigmatized this cir- 
ifumftance with the appellations of parade and 
oftentation ; — his fripndb denominated the whole 
meafure prudenpe and oeconomy. Certain it is, 
that he had not, like many of bis prcdeccffor^, 
amafled a fortune in his late fituation. He re* 
^ffe?! from office an indigent man, with little 

more 
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6itn». more than his annuity for hes fuppprt. -Fronti 
■^^''\aU hiis places he acquired no pofliffionS. * This 



'^'ifiStU legacy of ten thou fa nd pounds, left him by*be 

Duchefs of Marlbdrough^ alreadjr mietiiioned in 

! Chapter V. had iim'ply fupplied his pecutiiary 

.wants, rejeafed hiln from all dependence on- hi& 

family and friends, and while it emancipated 

Jiimfrom the terrors of obligatioci, it iofpiTe4 

Jiimwith that fpirit of independence, which may 

be faid to have Brfl kindled that hla^^ which 

adorned the remaitider of his life. During his 

flay in office he had no levees— he dedicated his 

whole time to the duties of his ftatipn. Wheni- 

he' refigned, many of the principal cities and* 

corporations in the kingdom prefertted him with 

• * Wdrefles of thanks for his gVeat and important 

fervices; and at the famd time lamented the 

caufe of his departure from government. 

(" His fucceflbr was the Earl pf Rgremeni, who 

was recommended to Lord Bute, by the Earl of 

'Bath:-' Upon the acceflion of George the fhird, 

L^rd Bath made a tender of his fervices, Which 

although not accepted publicly, bis advice w^s 

received privately, by Lord Bute> ' '" ^ ' 

PriDccffes ' But Lord Bute's principal advifer and manager 

^f Btuti- of the Houfe of Commons was Mr. Fox. The 

v\ ■ circumftante which caufed the 'firft advances to 

an union between them, was the arrival of the 

two Princefles of Brunfmck, already mentione(| 

in Chapter's XIIL and XIX. That affair had 

been originally fuggefled by the Duchefs, their 

another, fifter to the then King xAPruJfia, whom 
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(he hatj folicited to recomipend it to George the Chap. 
Secfofid, 'when at Hanover, in the month of July ^-^^^ 
1755.— The projdft hnd certainly the approba- 1761. 
lion of Mr. Pitt at that time, but he warmly dif- 
approved of the refohtion to acpomplifh it againft 
ih? prefTiiig entreaties of the Princefs of PPales^^ 

who 

* h^ri Mehomie^ in bis Diary^ meptiotijB this affair in thcfc 
vrords: 

" Sht ^meaning the Prince/s of fVales"] told me that the 
King h94 ibit to invite the two Princeffes of Brunfwick ; they 
came, but their mother, the King of PruITia's fiilcr^ who was 
not invited, pamc with them : We talked of the match — ^ 
Surely he would not niarry her fon without acquainting her 
W4th it, fo .much as by letter. I faid certainly not, as he 
had always behaved very politely to her. It may be fo, fhe 
replied, bnt how can thi? be reconplled i In this manner, faid 
1.: Nothing will be fettled at Hanover ; but when the King 
comes back, he may fay in conver{ation, and compiending the 
Prince's figure, that he wilhes to fee him fettled before he 
dies ; and that be has feen fuch aind fuch Princeffes ; and 
though be would fettle nothing, without her participation, 
yet he could wifh to fee the Prince fettled before His deathi 
and therefore, if ihe had no obje6ltoh, he fhould think one 
of thofe Princeffes a very fui table party. 

" She paufed, and faid. No ; he was not that fort of man : 
— but if he fhould fettle the match without acquainting her 
with it^ file fhould let him know how ill fhe took it ; and if 
he did it in the manner I mentioned, fhe fhould not fail to 

tell him: -hiify and plainly, that it w^s full early She 

was determined XO' behave fo whenever the King fppke to her 
about it. She thought the match premature ; The Prince 
ought to mix with the world-— the marriage would prevent 
it--4ie was fhy and backwani—-*the marriage tvould (hut him 
uj) for ever, with two or three friends of his and as many of 
hers. That he was much averfe to. it himfelf, and that flie 
difliked ^th^e alliance extremely : that the young woman was 
faid to be handfome, and had all good qualities and abundance 
of wit. See. but if (he took after her mother, fhe would never 
do here. — ^the Duke of Brunfwick indeed, her father, is a 
very worthy man. — Pray, Madam, faid I, what is her mother ? 
as I know nothing at all about h$r. — Why, faid fhe, her 

mothcf 
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Cuk?. who/ecretly wifhcd for an alliance with one of 
XXI. jj^jj. ^^^^ family. Mr. ftV/*s opposition to the 
i-6i, refolutiorj of force, was one principal caufe of 
the defign being relipquilhed-. Lord But^ fup- 
ported the Princpfs in all points ; and Mr. Fojc 
was ready to pqt his negative on all continental 
alliances^--againft the Princcffes of Brunpwicki 
therefore they were perfedly united. The re- 
fjgnation of the Duke of Cumberland, which hap-? 
pened in little more than a year afterwards, 
the afcendency of Mr. Pitt in the clofet, and 
other circumftances, drew Mr. Fox every year 
into a clofer Qonnes^ion with Lord Bute. Ho 
doubtlcfs faw, that his future rife in the ftate 
muft be pbtained by his intercft in the Prince*$ 
court. Upon the acccffion of George the Third, 
we accorc.jngly find, that Lord Bute, who was 
totally inexpprienced in the wild field of politics, 
takes Mr. Fox ior his principal advifer, not upon 
the principles of government, for upon them 
they often differed, but in the gratifications of 
refentment, and in the arrangements of mep. 
Lord Bate'^s other, chief advifer was Lord Bath, ^ 

ynoihcr is the mofl intriguing, meddling, and alfo the moft 
fatyrical farcaftical perfon in the world, and will always make 
mifchief wherever Aie comes. Such a chara6ler would not do 
with George; it would not only hurt him in his public, but 
i)iake him uneafy in his private, fituation ; that he was not a 
wild diifipated boy, but good natured and cheerful, with a 
ferious caft upon the whole — that thofe about him knew him 
no more th^n if they had never fcea him. That he was not 
quick ; but with thofe he was acquainted, applicable and 
intelligent. His education had given her much pain; his 
book-learning (he ^was no judge of, though fhe fuppoied it' 
(mall or ufclefs." — Edit, 1784, f>. 354, Qc, 

whofi? 
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^liofij jeqajity Was principally diroded to the %1^j^ 
Duke of Neivc/ijlle and his frjends,^ as Mr. Fox^s s,^,,..^.^ 
was'.to Mr, P/7/ and his friexids. By thefe ad-. >7^«' 
vifers .Lord But^ was inftryfted tp break aJl 
greai cpnnedions, apd to annihilate all popular 
ipflyence. Thp court adopted thefp m^afures 
with a yiiew to increafe the influence of the 
crpwn, and give to the .King ap uqcontrouled 
cxercife.pf his influence, un^er th? dirt^dlion of 
bjs privaif favour. 

When it was known that Mr. Legge was to b^Mr.Gren* 
tJ4Fned put, Mr. Grenville expiefl'cd to his bro- ^>^^<^wiftc$ 
thers his deCjr? tp fucceed Mr. Legge; but Mr. [p.^^^^^^^^ 
J^itt tpo^ no notip9 of his wifbes ; uppn which a 
coolnefs commenced between then). This dif- 
appointm^nt pcfafioned Mr. Gr^nvilleiQ direft 
his attention to another, fitqation, and probably 
tp another intereft. Mr. Onjloip having refigned 
the chair of the Houfb of Commons, Mr. Grm* 
ville folicited to fucceed to that vacancy. H^ 
wA ^t ihjs time treafurer of the navy, and had 
been in that poft about feven years, and in other 
places. lip waited upon tb^ puke of N^w(iajile^ 
who being ftill firft lord of the treafury, was nomir 
pally n)inifter. The Dnke afked hinij, if he had 
mentioned the matter to Lord But^. Mr. Gren* 
y,ille owned he had, and added^ that he had not 
pnly the King's approbation, with his Majefty*s 
gracipus afiurance of the cabinet, but the appro- 
bation likewife of all his own family. The laft 
part was undoubtedly a miftake ; for the Ddke 
of NfwcaJlU was the firft perfon who in- 

f9rm^4 
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CuAT. formed Lord Temple of Mr. GreftviUt^sovttimsSf 
^^^* Lord' Temple and Mr. Fitt were exceedingly o& 

"^eTT tended with their brother, for having made ati 
applicition to Lord Bute^ wichoot commuoicat-^ 
ihg his intention to either of them. From tht$ 
moment Mr. Grenville feparated himfelf from all 
h'S family ; and there fijbfiftcd the moft bitter 
imimofity between them until the month of May, 
J765 During that period, Mr. QrenviiJe at- 
tached himfelf firft to Lord Bute, and aftefr 
lyards to the Duke of Bedford. 

On the 6th of November, 1761, the new par- 
liament met. Mr. Fox had, at this time, pbtatn- 
ed the fituation he was fo defirous of poOeding 
in the late reign, viz. the management of the 
Houfe of Commons. No nian was better quali- 
fied for this important truft. He wa$ liberal in hii^ 
promifes, and honourable in the perFoirmalnce of 
them: We may judge of his means by the fatJls 
refpecf^ing the civil lift only. When Mr. Pitt 
refigned (Odober 1761,) the King^s revenue 
not only flood clear of all incumbrances, bi|t 
there was a balance in the exchequer, due to 
the crown, of between one hundred and thiny 
qnd one hundred and forty thoufand pounds. 
When Lord Bute and Mr. /<bA: refigned *, which 
was in April 1763, the balance. in th^ exche- 
quer was not only expended, but the outgoings 
upon the eflablifliment of the civil lift exceeded 

* Mr. Fox did tiot refign.the pay office, but atilf the 
Tnana;rement of the Houfe of Commons. &Ir. Grenville f\ic- 

ceedcd him in tl^at department. 

th* 
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th^ incojope^ ^6 the amouat pi upwards 6f ninety tukt. 
thoufand pounds per annum. ^^^' 

" Oo die t Tth of December^ 1761^ amotion was. mad^ ^^ '* 
in the Hbqfeof Commions, « That an humble addF€fe.M«tion 
be prefented to his Majefty, that he will be gVacioufly?^![^^ ^^^ 
ricafed'to give direftioos that there ibe laid before. ifRe ^pan»^ 
iloafe copies, of all the raemoriaia dtjlivered by C<^nt^P*P^''' 
FuBnUs to^his Majefty's niinifters>* relatiing to the4emand 
of liberty to the .Spantfli nation, to fi(h on the banl^s of 
^Newfoundland \ . and alfo copies of all memorials d^H 
Vered by the faid ^mbaffador of Spain to his MajeftyV 
Ininifters, rdating to the deftra£tion and evacuation of 
any efiabliflimeDts made by Briti(b fubjeds on the coafts' 
of Honduras, and relatmg to the right of cutting log« 
wood there \ and alio copies of all memorials delivered 
liy the faid' ambaffudor to his Majefty's minift^rsi de<* 
manding reftitotion of the prizes tfiken during this war 
on the fubje£bs of! Spain ; together with copies of the 
flnfwers given, by the court of Great Britain to the court 
of Spain cfhr the three above demands.'' 

Mr. Pitt fupported this motion- He did not wifli, j^^.^ p-j^ 
he laid) th^ any part of his condui£l (hould be covered 
Or concealed from the public. On the contrary, he de* 
clared it to be his atdent de£re to fee laid open and re* 
vealed, both the motives and a^^ions of every part of his 
adminiftration^ He, thereforci prefled with zeal, the 
laying before the Houfe every paper telative to the fix 
y^ars negociation with Spain, that the juftice and can- 
dour of the crown of England on the one hand, and the 
chicanery, infolence and perfidy of Spain on the other, 
might be apparent to the whole Hou/e. [This appeal tor 
fo much written evidence, fpoke the ftrongeft language 
of confcious integrity.] Much ftrefs,- he added, had- 
been laid without doors on his refufrng the memorial 
offered by |rf . Bujyy relative to the concierns of Spain. 
Id refuting that memorial, he faid,' he had followed the 
precedent oi the court of Spain, which had returned, as 
inadmif&blej a memorial of the King of Great Britain. 
He thought It was of confequence to the Houfe to know 
both the matter and the expreffion of that memorial, as 
k rekiied to one of the three points in negociation. 

But 
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C«Ai», IJut upon calling for the qucftion, a hega'tive w»s f u| 
XXf. upon the motion. 

<;*i^-v-^i^ The debate being over, Mr. Fox flood up and faid^ 
ii6i. That if 5iny particular paper ncceflaf^ to the vindicat?oi< 
of certain pfetfofis/ was fpecificaHy moved for^' it woubf 
be given. 

Mr. Pitt treated -this is a captious offer : hfe fa^Jip; 
through its fallacy, and tefufed to accept it; Whit he 
earneftly wifhed foT> waft ail the papers ' relative to thci 
fix yeafs negociation, w^ich having been refufc^, he 
faid the gentlertian who made' the offer .vcfy well knew/^ 
that he (Mr. Pitt) could not mark out, nor call in a par- 
liamentary way, for a fpeeific paper^^ with the contents 
of which he had been engrafted before by the Kingj^ 
under the feal Of fecrecyi '. 

Mr. Pitt took no further pttrt iri thfe debates of -this 
fcfliorf until the month of May i'j6ii"wkcn the Kingf" 
fent a mefPage to thd Houfc oF Commons, informing;, 
them of the defign of Spain to attaclc Portugal^ folicit-/ 
itig their fupport of his mofl faithful Majeftyi On the 
13th, the Houfe^ in a committee of (hpplyy voted onq 
'_ rnfliidnfor that fcrvice; .. • 

J'ortugal. ^^* ^^^^y though not in the King's fervicey fuppbrted 
the refolutioft of the Committee of fupply* He begaa 
with pointing oat thfe riecefBty of contihuing the war 
in Germany, and of firpporting the King of Portfugal. 
He obfcrved, that in times of war, coime£iiorfs with 
the continent had always been found political, except 
in the four unhappy rdgns of the Stuarts^. Then, 
turning about to feveral perfons, he very jocularly faid, . 

< You who are for continental meafurcsy E am v^tth yoi^.i 

< and you who are for alTifling the King, of Portugal, I 
« am with ^ou ; and you who arc for putting an end t^\ 
*^ the war, I am with yOQ alfo ; in flrprt,- 1 am the only 
«< man to be found that am with you all." He theiv 
enumerated the fnccefTes that attendefl the ^^i^l'h arms- 
in all parts of the world, and the immenfe advantages' 
gained in our trade, which would more than cOmpenfatc 
the. great expcnce we had been at J^ and which, he obferv- 
ed, was a confideration that had beeA overlooked by 
thofc who were complaining of tlie heavy burthen of the 
Mar ; and in regard to contratfling ^hc expepces, he en-* 
ti!rc)'y agreed with thofe who were for it, and urged, that 

whocvef 
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jyiiocver would effefi thi§, fatutary work, would defcm 
the higheft encomiumsj but he hoped a diftinftion 
w<^Idbe made between contra£ling the expence, and 
conh'a^ling. the operations o^ the war, and deiifed any 
one prefent to (hew how the jitter could have been, or 
iiiight ftill be done with fafefy : he then remarked, that 
he did , not find any lefs expence attended the natioift 
now, than wJieri he unworthily held thp fcals, or that 
more was done ; and turning to ^he Marquis oi Granbu 
he bbferved, that he knew his zeal for the fervice of his 
country was fuch, that if be had received his orders, he 
was fiire he would not then be ^here fed ^as. As to 
Vbat the noble Lord* liad faid, no 6ne doubted his 
capacity, if his heart Was but as good ; that for his own 
pariti'^he could not tell the reafon of the continental ex* 
pences being greater now than in C3[u'een Ahm\ time, 
tihlefj it was becaufe provender and every fhrog clfe in 
Germany was dearer now than then, and wiflied the 
noble t»ord had explained that part of his fpeech, for he 
di4 not properly know what to make of it; it carried a 
fometbing I a fufpicion he did not underftand ! but if he 
m^eant that t^ere had not been fair play with the money, 
Ke. knew nothing of it; and then (Iretching out his 
hand, and moving his fingers, faid they were clean, 
there was none of it (luck to them ! and that he would 
fecond any p? rfon who (hqiild move for an enquiry into 
the money matters s he was ahxioiis to know how it was 
Appropriated, that the whole truth might come out. He 
obferved,' that the noble. Lord had faid, he bled for ,his 
country, and he did not wpnder at it; that it Was his 
6pinion, he ought to throw his body at his Majefly's 
feet, and there bleed at every pore. He then repre'fent- 
cd, that in confequencd of our withdrawing our troops 
from Germany, Portugal and the Low Countries would 
become a prey to the French arid Spainiards i that in point 
of policy we ought not to fufFer it ; but that he did ndt 
mean to bear PoriJgal on our (boulders, but only, to fet 
him on his legs and put a fword in his hand. He affirm-, 
ed, that France was almoft a ruined nation, having ex- 
pended in the Ia(\ year upwards of eight millions, and 
had been ftill lo(ing^ that he knew the finances of 

* Lord George SackviUe. 

France 




Cha^. France as well as any man in ]E|igland; and that w^^ 
XXr. by our' (iicccflest were repaid for our cxpcfacc ;" tliVt it 
^^^/^-**-^ was ^rong and unjaft to reprefent Great BritfiA. in (o 
176^* deplorable 9 ftate as unable to carry on tKc yar^ {for 
there wcjre always ftrangcrs in the gallery whi'wtotfe to 
their friends in HoUand'an account' of whajL p'jflea'ih 
that.place^.aod the Eiutch forwarded it to the French); 
that it was well known England never itras better able 
to fupport a war than at prefeht 5 that the nlofiejy^ fir 
this year was raifed, and he would anfwef for it, i^^.^e 
.wanted .fifteen or twenty millipn^ fot pcxt^ ^ciri We 
might have it j he therefore ftrpngly recomi^cttdfid^tlie 
million defiredj that he knew the cry which Ifaa been 
propagated for thefc three yeats, fou wo/i^t w:^e^lo 
raife money to contihue the war.anotfatr jeai"|«and yet 
we all faw the contrary .-^Hc affirmed, tn^t gilt cam- 
paign might have finiflied the War, (alluding p hi^ipwri 
propofal of demanding a categorical anfwer fforfl Spaut). 
And in anfwer to the Gentleman* who h^d f4id>. that 
the complaints of the Portuguefe merchants had not been 
attended to, he infifted, that fo far frorh it^ he hid^fjpent 
marjy nights in confidering them j and rtfered that 
Gentleman to what had paflfed between him arid the 
ambair^dor of the court of Portugal > but thqy had been 
abandoned (ince. He then recommended union and 
harmony to the miniftry, and declared agairift alterca- 
tion, which5 he faid, was no way to carry on the public 1 
bufinefs, and urged the neceffity of profecuting the war 
with vigour, as the only way to obtain an honourable, 
folid, and lading peace -, and proved, from the readinefs ' 
with which fupplies had been granted, there would be I 
little danger of a ftop on that account, fo long as the | 
money was properly applied, and attended with fuccefs. 
He faid, he wifhed to fave Pdrtugal, hot by an ill-timed 
and penurious, but by a mod efficacious; and adequate 
affiftance. ^ 

The feflion clofed on the fecond of June, 

♦ Mr. Glover. 

The 
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The defence of Portugal was undertaken, 
without making any fiipulatlons in behalf of, 
our merchants, which the opportunity fo amply 
afforded, and who had prefcnted feveral memo- 
rials to the courts of London and Lifbon, com- 
plaining of the injufliceof the laft. So far from :J^Td Ty- 
taking the Ic^ft notice of ihcfe complaints, Lord ^^t% 
Tyrawfey W4S fent to Liibon, in the cbaraAcr of Lilbon. 
ambaflTador.. He was, perhaps, the only gentle- 
man in the Britith dominions to whom tha[t court, 
at ainother time, would have made an exception. 
At this momwt ib^ court of Lifhon was u^i^er 
the neceflity. "of bping filent. Uppo-ja fpriQer 
occafion Lord Tyramfky had repdercKJ himfelf par- 
ticularly offenfiye at Lilboni 9]nd he fe^ms.^to 
have been feledled oti this ocg^ioa* (;ertaiqly t^pt 
from motives of friendfiuptotbatCQUft, althpttgh 
it was the moft favourable ^^riod for eftabliftilUg 
every neceflary commercial '. fiipulation,, with 
clearnefs and preciiion. ^ ^ 
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CHAP. xxrr. 



R^oluiion of the Briiijb Cahinet to make peace-^^ 

,, \ Suiftdy to Pruffia refufed — Negociation with the 

. .- w • _ . Court of Peterjbu^ghy and with the Court of Vienr 

. ' na — Both made known to the King of Pruffia-^ 

"Negociation mih the Court of Turin--^ Anecdote of 

' the peace of jJix la Chapelle-^PenJlon granted to^ 

'• ibe Sardinian Minifler — Privy Purfe and 'Secret 

' Service^^^ Alterations in the Briiijb Miniftry — Lorct 

Bute Mittifier--^Hi$ Brother at Court-^^^nterefting^ 

* 'fdrfieulafi of the itegociation between Great liri^ 

^' tain and '^F^a^e^ Lord Buie^s^ weahh-^Examma" 

^^fkn af DYiMufgrave^'-'Um'M of the Duke of 

:[Bedford> andiMn. GrenXfiil^f-^Difmifton of the. 

^'Duke -of Devonjbire — Anecdote of the Duke :of 

Newcajile and Lord Grenville. . 

xxii' Notwithstanding the Britifh arms 

Vi,— y-O continued fuccefsful in every quarter of the world, 
1762. yet it was the firm and unahcrablc refolution of 
oii^ofThc ^he Britirti cabinet to make peace with the ui- 
Britifh ca- moft expedition. By the partial ufe which had 
»akc^^ been made of the prcfs, already mentioned in 
peace. . Chap. XIX. the people of England became di- 
vided in opinion on the fubjeftof continuing the 
war. The ScottiJh nation were nearly unani- 
mous in fupport of Lord Bute. The Britilh ca- 
binet 
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binet were influenced by the fame principles, Chaf- 
fmd probably by'the fame means, which governed ,J);^i^ 
the Tofy -cabinet of Queen Anney at ihi time of .j^p^a.^ 
making the' peace of Utrecht. * ' - .:- : 

The firft confideration of thenoble Lord who i ;/:. 
now guided the King's councils, was lo reduce the ; ' 
king of Pruflia to the neceflity of coriciirrJng'in . /; o 
his pacific difpofitron'. For thi^purpofe, the « ,>*,'' 
lubfidy, which, accordmg to treaty, had been an- Pruffiarc 
nually paid to Pruffi^ was this year refufed, con- ^^^^^* 
trstry to the mod folemn engagements, and in 
direift breach of the national faith-^not, indeed, 
by an open and manly negative in the firft iri- 
ftance'; but after an ^finite number bf pronriifcs 
of the money, and evafive anfwers to the Pruflian 
refident in London, from the month of January 
to the month of May, 1762. The cruelty of 
this fport in the Briiifh miiiifter was embittered 
My the perilous fitualiori of the King,' furround-^ 
ed by hofts of enemits, and difappbinted of the 
only affiftance he had a right to eftimate, in bis ,. . , 
preparations for the fueceeding campaign. How- 
,ever, his good fortune did not abandon him ; for 
in the fame moment that Great Britain became 
his enemy, Ruffia became his friend, the Enfi- 
prefs Elizabeth died, and the Emperor Peter IIL 
immediately withdrew from the alliance againft 
him : So that the defign of the Britifh cabinet in 
the refufal of the fubfidy, was not accomplifhed. 
But though not accomplifhed, it was not aban- * 
doned: As foon as it was known in London, that 
the Emperor Peter III. was preparing to withdraw 
Rz himfelf 
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tikr. himfclffromtbe alHancc.ag^mftlhe Kingof Prui^a, 

^^ ^^^ the Britirti cabinet immediately opened a jrego- 

1762. ciation with the court of Peterfburgh, to prevent, 

J^cgocia- if ppffiblej a feparate peace being made between 

tionwith the ne\v Emperor and the King of Pruflia In 

o/pctcrf- ^^^^ negociatiopi it was infinuated to.thecpur^ of 

burgh. Pcteriburg^, in very ftrong terms, that the Bri- 

tilh court w<5>uld behold with great concern^ his 

. — Imperial Majefty withdrawing^ from bis aUian^c^ 

with the Empfefs-Queed,.and jecaUing his qr- 

mes fmrri their co-operation with the snoops of 

the Houfe of Auftria — that it w^s not the wifti of 

the Britifh court to fee the Houfe of BrandfR- 

burgh aggrandized at the expence.of theho^^ oi 

Aurtria. 

And from an apprehenfion that this negocia- 
tion might not be fufficient to anfwer the par- 
pofe« the plan of another negoctation was foroEV- 
And with ?d» and the execution attempted by the moft 
th€ Court ^my^jlatipg inlrodu^ion. This was with the 
court of Yicnsa. To that ba^wghty court, o^ers 
in the utmoft degree degrading on the part olf 
Qveai Britain were made. A renewal of the 
iconnexipn between. that court and Great Britainy 
' was folicited in terms of Supplication. The moft 
cjarncft affurances \vere made, that the Britifh 
cabinet tiever dcfired to fee the power of Pruflia 
cncreafqd, by a diminution of the Houfe of Auf- 
tria — that, on the contrary, the Britifli cabinet 
would rather fee the power of Pruflia revert to 
its primitive electoral ftate. And to preven{ aqy 
fufpicion of difliraulation, this propofed alliance 

between 
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between Great Britain and Auflria, was further Chaf. 
offered ttr be' ptjrchafed, by ibme Concfffionsio be ^^!lj 
made rn Italy, or elfewf^ere. The Britifli court, i76ai^ 
at this time, had no authority to ftipulatc for any 
conccffions to be made in Italy, in behalf of the 
Houfe of Auftria— .confequently the ward elfe- 
'^here, a word of unlimited latitude, muft have , , 
beeu meant to iocludcany .country or territory, 
to which th^ Britid) influence either did orcouM 
•extend. And if we rtfled but an inftuni, on the 
^difpofition of ^he Britilh cabinet at this time to- 
^vards the King of Pruffia,- there can be no doubt, 
that this word was intended to apply to fome 
part of the dominions of that prince. 
' Thefe a<3s of preferred treachery were treat- 
ed with contempt. The court of Vienna com- 
municated them to the court of Peter&urgh ; ^ , 
and by the laft court, all the documents of both made 
uegociatious were communicated to the King of ^^^Vt *^ 
Pruffia : whieh explains the caufe of that cool- ofWffia. 
nefs which fubCfted between that monarch and* 
'the court of Great Britain, until within a (hort 
time of his death. 

A third negociation, which was opened with the Negocia- 
court of Turin, was mpre fuccefsful ; foliciting '»o" ^»*^ 
the interea of that court with the Houfe of Bouf- ^f^Sin! 
bon, to repofe the moft firm confidipnce in the 
pacific difpofition of the Britilb ca^binet ; at the 
;£afhe time imploring his Sardinian Majefly, to 
l)ecome the mediator and umpire in all points of 
cdifpute. T(his was .tf^e fictm^ time that the Houfe 
i>f ^^voy ted been amhpthed to ^l^ofe of the 

... '!.. . imereis 
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Chap, intcrefts of Great Britairirto the Houfe of Boui:- 
XXII. tj^^p^ -yf^g f5j.ft ^^Q ^qs ^i .hg peace of Aix Ja 

1762. Chapelle; \vhich not being mentioned by the 
writers of the time, the reaJer wiij find it ftateii 
in the note*. And of the prefent negociation. 

Lord 

* * At the battle of LafFelt, Lord Ugonter being made pri* 
foncr, was introduced to the French King as fodn as the ac- 
tion was over. The Kiag faid ta hina— A^<p bieuy Monfteur df 
L:gon'tery qua..d eft e que U Roy votre maitre nous donnera la 
pa\x ? And at' trie' fame time commanded Marfhal Saxe, and 
,the Duke dc NvaiHeSf ito confer with him next day upon the 
fubjeft ; which thpy djdj and aiTured him that his Majcfty's 
orders were, that he ftould be fen£ back, to the Duke of Cum- 
berland upon his'parole,' with the following prOpofal of peacq'; 
,.^^— Th^t the King, was ready to mal^e peace upon thefe 
terms : That France would acknowledge the Emperor and 
Leflore all Flanders, except Furnes, in cafe England inlifted on 
the demolition of Dunkirk ; but if England permitted Dun- 
kirk to continue in its prefent ftate, France would rcftore 
Furnes alfo : 1'hat England fhould leftore the fort and ifland 
of Louitbourg; ^ud the Emprefs Queen and King of Sardi- 
nia (hould make an eftablifbment for .Don Philip ; .which his 
Majefty did not require to be very fplendid. -The propofal 
was debated in the BritiOi cabinet feveral tinies, and the cabi- 
. net were divided upon it. Dr. Maty g^ives fome hiqts of this 
matter in Sediion V. of his Memoirs of X^ord Chefterficldy but 
be does not feem to have been fully informed. 'At length the 
• Sardinian minifter in London, prevailed upon the Duke of 
Uewcaftle and Mr. Pelbam to rejeft the propofal, under a pre- 
tence that It was incompatible with the treaty at Worms. 
Whoever will be at the trouble of comparing thrfe^erms with 
the treaty of Aix la Chapelle, willinftfintly perceive that they 
"were infinitely more advantageous to Great Britain, than the 
' articles of that treaty. ' ^'"' " 

But there was another circumftance which marked this in- 
fluence of the court of Turin more ftrongly :^-This was the 
negociation for peace that was attempted to be opened on the 
part of the court of Madrid by M. IVall^ who came through 
the Pi^s JSasX(o LQodc^ny with Mar^rfj^^vV p^fFpoj^ £pr t^t 
purpo(e. Hb had feveral conferences with the Bntifh minillry 
' QU tht fubje£t ; but when he began to enter upon that part 
' yfhk]\ 
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Lord Chatham faid in the Houfe of Lords, on the ChAf, 
fecond of March, 1770,^'* That the court oY,^^^ 
'* Turin fold this country to France in the laft t^^^. 
** peace.*' If we admit this afTertipn to have 
been well founded, and there is no reafon to 
^oubt it,. the court of Turin received favours 
from both fides. The Britiib couri were very li^ 
beral in the rewards they gave: Amongft others, 
the Sajrdinian amt)afrador in particular was gra,- 
liHed with a penfion of one thou&nd pounds per 
annum upon Ireland for thirty years ;* commenc- 
ing the 2 5ih. of March, 1763^ ia the name of 
Georz^ Charts, Efq.f 

which related to an cftablifhmcnt for Don P/fHt/f, he was tol3, 
that It was cxpeAed that Spain fhould confent't6'the King if 
Sardinia's keeping Final,- Vigevanafco, part of^Pavia and 
Anghiera, with the free navigation^^f the Tlitfin. T^ tSis 
propofal M. fFuilirtfukd to gire hispromife ; upon which the 
* negociation broke off, and M. ^^// returned- to Madrid. And 
.though thefe very terms were obtained for fhe King of Sar- 
dinia, by the treaty of Aix la Ghapefle,'yct as the conditions 
of that treaty .were hot fo favourable to Or^at Britain, as the 
terms which had been offered to Lord Ltgonierf there can be 
little doubt of the Britifh intcrefts haying been facrificed to 
fecure thefe points for his Sardinian Majefly ; who had more- 
over ar iubiidy from England of 2oo,pool;'p9r ,aipimi|) ^y l|ie 
treaty of Worms, » 

f This hdi was firft mentioned in the Houfe of Comtnon* 
of Ireland, by Mr.. Edmond Sextan Pcry^ now Isord Pery, on 
the 24th of November, 1763, in thefe words : ^ ^ 

" I (hall communicate a fad to this Hoiife, from whiclS ft 
will appear, that the grant of penfions t<S hliaiB, isTuppofed 
to be contrary to the fenfe of the nation, even by the advifem 
of fuch grant, and therefore not avowed, though made- 
There is a penfion. Sir, granted nomiiiially, to one Ge^ge 
Charles y but really to Count Firi, the Sardinian minifter, for 
pegociating the peace that ;has juft been concluded with the 

minifter 



( 248 ) 

CwA», The reduced condition of France requir^^ no- 
5^X11. 'Entreaty on the part of Turin, to induce her to 
1763. accept the pacific aflurances of the new Bridfli 
jninifter. But before this negociation was puk^ 

hcly 

ininiiler of France. I muft confcfs. Sir, that in my opinion^ 
this fervice defcnwd no fuch recompence, at lead on our part. % 
fo that in thia cafe our money is not only granted to an alien» 
but to an alien who has no merit to plead. If it ib thought a 
defenfible meafure, I fhould be glad to know why it was not 
' avowed ; and why, if it is proper we fliould pay a thoufand 
pounds a year to Count Firl^ we ihould be made believe, that 
we pay it to Geot-ge Charles ?" 

Ihe reader will draw his own conclufion from the following 
account of monies iiFued for the King's privy purfe and fecret 
fervice, during the two laft years of the reign of the late 
King, and the three firfl years of his prefent Majefty ; taken 
lirom the 3 2d voL of the Journals of the Houfe of Commons, 

L^f Reign, . , . 
.;J'r<«n 0<5taberii75^, to To Edward Pinch, Efq; for his 
O£lober 4759. Majcfty's privy purft, 36.000L 

For fecret fervice 4^ri^gthe ikme 
period, 67,0001. 
From OSobcr 1759, to To Edward Finch, Ef<ji for l^is 
06iober 'l-76p. Majefly's -privy rpurfe, 36>ooqL 

V For fecret iCbryi^e during the iamc 
period, 'dtSjOopl. 
prefent Reign* 
iFrowi Olftdber '1760, to To John Eari of Bute, for his Ma-. 
October 1761. jelly's privy purfe, 40,ooqL 

For fecret .fervice during the fame 
period, ^6,oool. 
Xtfere 'Mr. Pltfs admftijration endt.^ 
Ihpom •0&A>er 1761 , to To John Earl of ButCj for hi* Ma« 
0|£U>b€r.l762. jefty'« privy.purfc, ^B,oool. 

For fecret fervice during ^he (amc 
period, 95,000!. 
Skom Oftobcr J7j6^ tp . To Johyi Jlarl of But? for his Ma- 
OftQb^r iJX^J. jetty's privy purfe, 48,000! 

For feoi?ct fervtce* durwg the iamc 
period, 72,oooL 



( 249 ) 

//V<[)h ofpefled, hordr Bui^ h^d avowedly gflunaed c«fO,^' 
the chara^er of priiiie miniller. He had dif- XXtl* ^ 
mifled the .Duke of Newcaftk and all his friends ; ^"'^T^ 
and had eftablilhed his omnipotence through Lord 
every department of the ftate. He took the trea- ^"^^ ""' 
fury himfelf, and appointed Mr. Grenvilk his 
fucceflpr in the fccretary of ftate^s office. Lord '\ 
4nJon dying at thisiime, he offered the admiralty 
to Lord Jialifaxy who at firft refiifed it, becaufe 
he wanted to be fecretary of (late; upon wjiich 
\jy{^ Bute told him, he did not know what he 
refufed ; that in patronage it was next to the v 
treafury. Lprd Halifax then took it. He had . 
recalled his brother Trom Turin, and had ap- 
pointed Lord Rtvers to that ftation. When his . 
brother appeared at the levee, his Majefty ho- 
noured him with this compliment — ** / have vow Hisbro- 
a fecond. friend bere?^ From the moment that r^^^ 
he became minifter, it was »he public language at 
the court of Verfailles, that htmyfi make peace- 
iif he wiHiejd to preferve his power ; and there- 
fore the affurances of his pacific difpofition, and 
the offers to commence a negociation, that court 
was prepared tq exped. - . . r 

The jcorrefpondence of this negociation, not 
having been laid before parliament, it may not be 
improper in this place, to ftate Tii^^ particulars of 
the negociation, with fome extraordinary clrcum* 
fiances relative to it ; which, although they are 
known to fevjcral perfons who have been in cer- 
tain fituations, yet they are not known to .th* 
x)iiblic in general. 

f The 
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The Duke of Bedford fet out for Paris on tb^ 
5t,haf September 1762, with fuU powers to treat; 
1763. and on the 12th of the fame month the Due de 
jntercft- Mwr^<9/^ arrived in England. A few hours after 
lufaK' ^'^^ °"^^ ^^ Bedford arrived. at Calais, be re- 
thc ncgo. ceived dijTpatches frpn> London by a meOTenger 
ciationbc-\vho Was fent after him, containing fome limita- 
Great B. ^^^"^ in his full powers. He immediately fent 
and the nieflenger back with a letter, infifting upoQ 

4?rance. j^j^ former inftriidions being reftored^ and ia cafe 
of a refufal, declaring his rcfolution to return to 
England. The cabinet acceded to his grace^s de- 
mand. Bi^t the moft clH^niial articles of the 
treaty were agreed upon betweetj'M. 4^ Choifeul 
and the Sardinian minifler at Paris, and Lord 
Bute and the Sardinian minifter at Loridpn, with- 
out any other trouble to the Duke of Bedford, 
than giving his forn^al aflent. The manoeuvre in 
making the King of Sardinia umpire^ gave to his 
ambafladors the power of decifion ; ponfequently 
x\\t Duke of Bedjqrd had very little roonf> for the 
exercife qf hjs po^yers ; until a circumftance 
happened, which occafioned a divifion in the 
Britilh cabinet. This was the capture of the 
Havannah. The news of this event arrived in 
England on the 29th pf SjSrptember. The nego- 
ciation was nearly concluded. In a few days the 
preliminaries would have been figned. 

Lord Bute expreffed his fears, that this acqui- 

fitioQ would embarrafs and poftpone the accom* 

pli(hment^of peace, if the negociaiion, which 

Yf^ on the point of beiqg finifhed, fhould on 

' -- ' * that 
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that accpunt be opened again ; and therefore he Cha?. 
. declared his wilh.io be, to conclude the peace in ^^^^• 
the fame manner, and on the fame terms, which ,76^. 
had been agreed upon before the news of ihjs 
event arrived ; without any qther mention of it, 
jhan* the pame pf it among the places to be rer 
jftored. 

Mr. Grenville pppofed this idea. He declared 
Jiis opinion to be, that if the Havannah was re^ 
llored, there ought to be an equivalent given for 
it. ' And in their deliberations upon this fubjeft, 
it is certain, that he jnfifteduppn this ajiernatiye 
^ — either the entire property of Jucatan and Flo- 
rida, or the iflands of St. Lucia and Pprto Rico. 
Lord Bute adhered to his firft opinipR- Upon 
which Mr. GrenyiUe reifigned his pl^ce of fecre- 1 

tary of ftate on the 12th day of Qdpber. Lord 
Halifax immediately fucceejded to his pfBce ; and 
Mr. Grenvilk went to the admiralty, by which 
he was removed ffom the cabinet. 

Lord -C^r^fwo^/, however, reprefented to Lord 
Bute, in very flrong ternis, the neceflity of an 
equivalent for the Havannah. Either his Lord- 
ftiip's arguments, or Lord Butis fears, fo f^r pre- 
vailed, as to occafion an inftruflion to be fent to, 
the Diike. of Bedford, to ajfk for Florida. The 
Duke had been informed of the wholedifpute in 
the Britilh cabinetby Mr. Grenville , and being en- 
tirely of Mr. Grenville^ s opinion, he added Porto 
Rico to his derhand. Buttord"/f»/<f and the Sar- 
dinian miniftcr in London fettled it for Florida 
only. At Paris fome difficulties arofe. The 

ceffioa 
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ceflion of Florida was made without the leaft he- 
fitation ; the French minifter inlhntly agreed^ to 
47.6*. it; which ftiews the fuperior influenee of th'e 
French cabinet in this negociation. But with 
refped to Porio Rico, the French mimfler te- 
forted to chicane and delay. It was at length 
agreed to fend a meflenger to Madrid with thfs 
demand. Fourteen days were allowed for tte 
meffenger to go and return. During this period, 
the Duke of BeJford received pofitive orders to 
fign the preliminaries. Two days after the pre- 
liminaries were figned the meffenger returned'; 
arid /■/ was faid, that Spain purchafed the retea- 
fion of the ifland. Whether the Sardinian ml- 
nifter at London, or at Paris, or both, were ea- 
trufted on this occafion ; or whether any other 
perfons were admitted to the fame confidence, 
are qUeftions for the invefligation of pofterity. 
Difcoveries of this kind are fcldom made, either 
at or near the time of the tranfadion. The offers 
of Louis the Fourteenth to the Duke of MarWd^ 
rough were not known until the publication of Z)^ 
Torcys Memoirs.* Whatever were the confidential 

meafures, 

^ ** 1 am.v^lUngy^ufhauIdofFprthc Dukeof iJftfWJ^ 
fmr miliiom^ fhould he enable me to keep l^aples and Sic5y 
for my grandfon, and to preferve Dunkirk, wfth its fortifica- 
• tionsand harbour, and Strafturg .and La^icljiu, in tJie^^Altfr 
jibpye explained, oreycnthefeme fum, weiye S jcily to be ^f i;- 
cippted out of this laft article.*'— iW^m. de Torc^. T. It. 

'« Jftis.iio^ neceffary to hav« recqurfe to ibr<5igp ^jca^imfej. 
We have a Sejaaus pf our own. Have we not feen'him for a 
time dtfpiaying his exorbitant treafiires in every kind of princely 
.profufioa j H9S I^ aot jiurdbafisd cftatcs* built j«vd adpmcd 

villas. 
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incafures, it is certain the Duke of Bedford was Chaf* 
^ot entrufted with them. However, as his Grace _^^^1^ 

kept 

viliar, and et'e6^ed palaces, arid furnifhed them ^itli fni^'ptuoii j 
magnificeifice f I am fure I fpeak within compafsf when I 
aflcrt, that within thefe lad three years, (This was written in 
the autumn^ 1765) he has expended between two and three hun* 
A'id thufand pounds^ An enormous fum^ equal almdft t6 the 
whole revenues of the kingdom, from which he draws his 
original! I could wifh to be informed by fome of thofe who arc 
'in the fecret, how he has acquired fuch prodigious wealth. I 
-will not fuppofe he embe^xled the pubHc money i wlien he- oSci" 
oufly thruit himfelf into office ; becaufe there were fo many 
checks upon him in that department, that he could not eafily 
bave done it without aflbciates, or pofrefiing more courage or 
running than I take bim to be mafier of. £ut how then has 
be acquired fuch amazing riches?— Tell me, y^ flattefers of 
his, was it by Jlate-johhing^ or ftock-jobbing, that he is becoitae 
from a needy northern thane, to a potent Britifh noble ?— 
What finifter method has he taken to plunder the nation and 
cfcape the iron hand of juftice ?— I am aware of the artfwer^ 
that he has been able to make a purchafr to tii^ atnotnt of 
ninety-feven thoufand pounds, te lay out a large park, and 
^dorn and biiild two magnificent houfes, out of the eftate 
t^ich ^4 left him by a relation three years ago. But fuch a 
ircply is to falfe and foolifh, that it fcarce deTerves a moment's 
consideration j for I will venture to maintain, that the whole 
ifiim of his vijibte income, for the la ft ten years put together, 
%i& not amount to above 50,006!. As to the citale, it is not 
Us ; he is intitled only to part of the annual produce ; for two 
thoufand pounds ^ year were left to his injured brother, on 
-whom he affeSionately turned his bacjt^ as foon as had pofleffed 
liimfcff of his natural inheritance. \Mien this 2000I. per 
annum is dedu£^ed, there will not remain char to the favourite 
above jdool. a year : And whether this is fufficient to-ac- 
Count for all thofe immenfe fums, which,, to our amazement 
and indignation, he has lately expended, I leave every impar- 
tial perfon to judge. — Anti Sejahus** 

It is, no doubt, yet in the public recglle^lion, that a feries 

'of political eflays, diftinguifhedby the fignaturejof ^»fi S^a^ 

mts^ appeared in the public prints, in the Autumn of the year 

* 1 7^5. They were fuppofed to be WTitten by Mr. Scotty of 

Trinity ^ollege, Cambridge, under the patronage of Lord 

Sandwich, 



( 2$4 ) 

Chaf. kept d diary of all public tranfaaions, in whfch 

XX^^- he had any (hare ; and as Mr. Grenvilhkcpi eo- 

^"T^l^^pics of all his letters on public bufincfs, if ever 

thefe are laid before the public, and it is hoped 

they will, many fufpicions which can now only . 

be hinted, will be confirmed or exploded. -;* 

The examination of Dr. Mufgrave at ;he'^ar 
of the Houfe of Commons, although it was voted 
frivoJottip perhaps will not appear fb in tlie eye 
of impartial pofterity. As this examination Is. 
not in every body's h3nds> the reader will find 
an exlracl from it in the note.f 

The 

SandmcL The above extraft is made froih the pfaper <:ff the 
' 3d of Auguft. 

f Dr. Mftfgrave read the follownig paper at the bar, be* 
ing the information he laid before Lord Hal'^x for the pur-* 
pofe of inftitudng an enquiry. 

Narrative of intelligence received at Riris. 

1, The firft hint I had of the miniftry having been bribed 
to make the peace, was at the latter end of the year 1 765, from 

Monfieur in a private converfation I had with 

that gentleman. The peace happening to be talked of, he 
made ufe of this expreffion. On croit a Paris que milord Bute a 
eu de l^ argent pour cela. Though the words on croit were pretty 
ilrong, and though Monfieur... .'s connections gave great 
weight to them, I confidered the thing as an idle rumour, 
and neither pufhed the converfation further at that time, nor 
made any enquiry about it afterwards. 

2. It was not till the latter end of November 1764, that 
I began to think the ftory more worthy attention. Being at 
that time in company with three gentlemen, an Iri(hman, a 
Scotchman, and a Frenchman, a difpute arofe about the peace. 
The Irifliman and myfclf cohdenlning it, the Frenchman re- 
maining (ilent, the Scotchman alone approving it. The dif- 
pute did not lail long before the Irifhman and the Scotchman 
Jiad occafioh to go away, fo that there remained only the 
Frenchman- and myfclf togc;ther. Our converfation fafling" 

upon 
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. .The coincideiKe of opinion, \vhic6 ai^dfebe-*. Chaf. 
twecn the Duke of Bedfard and Mr. GrenviUe, ^^CXII. 

during """7^ 

i^n the &me topic, be told mi that he remembered ta hv^d 
beard, a tittle before the t)uke of Bedford's ntsociAtion\ that 
a fum of monejj amountipg ta about eight mmions of livres, * 
bad been .fent ipto Endaod^to buy a peace ; that the remit-'' 
tance had been madefy Monfieiir de la Bordcy and another. 
banker, i^hofe Dame: be did not know ; and that the waythis^ 
came to be knQ^wn,^>ra8 by the .clerks, talking of it among^ 
themfelvefi after dinner. He. added, that being himfelf in 
company with feveral gentlemen, who were giving their con-' ' 

jedlures, wbether peace would .ho]d or no^ one of the compa-' 
ny decided the queftion, by frying Nous aitrons lapmx certaine* 
tnentf car nous fayotu a^hetee. llifs was all I heard the firlt in- 
terview. 

3. I Gominunipated' this account the next. morning to a 
Mr. Stuart,.. liy patient who lived in the Rue de I'Echelle with 
Mr« Maclean. Mr. Maclean was then gone out ; but upon 
his coming in, I repeated it to bim. It occurred to me, dur- 
ing my cohverfatjoq with Mr. Stuart,^ as it did afterwards to 
Mn Maclean,' that the fsift of money being fent over might 
be true> but that, the deftination of it might be a miflake i 
that in.fhort, it inight; be intended for no other purpofe than to 
buy up !Ei>g}ifti ftocks, for the fake of felling them foon after 
at an advanced price- This account appeared fo natural, that 
I went home in (almoft) a full perfuafion of its being really 
the cafe. 

4. The fame day, or the day after, I faw the fame French- 
man, my informant, again. I put this obje^ion to him. He 
anfwered readily no, that was not the cafe. I know very 
well, continued he, that Monf. de la Borde fent over a very 
hrge order for flocks, by the Sardinian AmbafTador's courier : 
but the money I fpeak of was before that time, and at leafl a 
month or two before the Duke of Bedfords arrived. Bc- 

£des, I can tell you the people to whom it was diilributed. ' 

It was divided among three perfons : Lord Bute — here he 
befitated for a minute or two. I mentioned to him th« name 
of Lo]:d Holland, he anfwered no, that was not the name ; 

It was - Mr. Fox. The third, added he, was a Lady, 

wbofe name I do not recoiled. 

This I am pretty fure, was all that paffed upon the fubjedl 
at our fecond interview. ~ 

5- Th« 



CwAr (fiinn^ the preceding negociatibrt, laid the fitn- 
XXIL cI:ition of that union, which fubfrfted between 

them. 
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y.* Ttti€ third ihtttvitvt \^as, 1 btffictift, dtt fttettiay; tiii ^A' 
of December— I then afked hirti, wherfitr the third jbarfbn, 
whofe name he could not recoiled^, was not- ' ■? He. an- 
fwcrcd no, it waf not. 'that he had heard tHti name i that it 
being a name no way ftiAiliai' to him, he cotifd not' at fath. a 
diftanceof time rccoHccl himfclf; but If it Was tiiientiofied, 
he believed he (hould know it. At pfcfenf , added he, I only 
remember, that it was a Lady,' atid the miftrefs of ^ nian of 
great quality. 

5. 1 had hitherto made lio ehquiriefi abbvt'his . skTlthorrttes. 
But rcfledihg, thai a perfon who eoidd kndw sA thefe ptnU 
culars, iwuft have been very near the foufce, 1 thought ]propeir 
to aik him the next time X faw him, from whom he h^ ms 
informJition. He ahfwered, firoifl ai) officeiy w^o at lliat thnc 
firnifhed plans to the Duke de Choiful's 6TOce,^ ti^as pf eburfe 
greatly cohnefted with it, and moreoverditied every day with 
the principal people of* the office : ^d there, added he, at ta- ' 
blc, did thefe gentlemen talk over the affaif, not without fbmc 
fatisfa^ion at its being concluded. . Further, fays he, thxa 
pflScer, who is now at Cayenne, reafottpd ihis with tae about 
it : Is it not better to buy k peace at the cxpdtice tif tert mfl- 
lions, than fpend three hundred millidtls (if >^e could raife 
them) to fit our army for the field, Which army, fo fitted out^ 
could rtot pbffibly do us any material fcrvice. 

7. I had curiofity, continued he, to hear what the Sardi- 
nian Ambaflador*s lecretary, who Was a great acquaint&nee of 
jnine, would fay to this. HaJ)penirtg to meet him foon after^ 
i told him it was reported, the Englifh had gi^en a great futti 
to Madame Pompadbuf, to buy a peace, and afked him if it 
was true. The dnfwer he ihade Was in thefe words : at que 
vous etei hite^les Anglm deVarger^ ? et foutqiidi /aire? ou, out, 
Ctt a donne de PargenL 

8. He further faid, that upon Monfieur Bofly's return 'from 
England, one of his fecretaries having dropped fotoe hints in 
company, h un fouper^ of what was going on in England, wat 
taken up and put into the Baftile, that he might not by an3^ 
further indifcretion, difcover the whole affair. 

9. Up'^n my mentioning an intention of going to Englaiid 
with the news, he added, that the whole detail gf the tranf- 
adioh might be known, either from Morifieur D'Eoft, if he 
chufes to difcover it, or from a Monfieur L'Efcallier, a wine 

* merchaat 
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t^em,. itDiil .the death of Mr. Greaailk. They Chan 
perfqdly agreed, That better terms of peace might XXIL 

have^^^:-- 
Union of 
i^er^hant iaXoiiiion, ^hcqathe Duke de ls[iv^nois made ufethc D.of 
of as a fecretary;. ^^ Bedford 

lo.. J prefied hiipi about .the authenticity/ of his account^ and Mr. 
Ijls anfvv^rjvYasj as to ipyfclf, jfe le crois qatant que je crols^ma Grenvillc. 
jfropre le^yienc?, He affut^d iQe likejvife, that the affair was 
{hamefujly notdridu^ in jTon^e houfes at Paris: C' eft affairi 
f^foU rneme iegucoufijfie fiance dans certaines malfons^a Paris. ^ 

II, I t^jink it neccfiary tp tak.e, notice of one variatipn^ 
and the only one that I qbferved in his account. In the firfl 
intejrvie.w, here mcntipned, the fum of eight millions of li- 
vres.;f _ In a fubfeqtient one (I forgot which), he fa id betweeu 
five and eigh^ millions : poffibly this might be owing to hi| 
Ji^ving heard, ^he funi named'inEnglifh money, and never 
having given himfelf the trouble of reducing it to French ; 
b'ecaufe the laft time I talked with him upon the fubje^l:, 
which I defired to know, as near as poflible, the exaft fum, 
he took a little tinie to recollejdl hinifelf, and then faid, be* 
tween eight and tenmilUpns of livrcs j . that is, faid he, in 
En^lifh, four hundred thoufand guineas* ' , . 

Extras from the Examinations ' . . .. 

AVhat was Lord Halifax's anfwer tathis infocmation ? ' 
' • I would firft m^nfek)tt fome previous fteps. Lord Hertford 
having aflced me, if I- t-hought It matter of further enquiry, I 
went to Lord Mansfield ; he faid he chofe not to hear it. I 
then'wentto I>r. Blackftone, who read my paper of informa- 
tion, and toW me, that Lftjould carry it to the feeret^ry of 
. ttate ; that no Euglifhman would be averfc .to enquire ii^to i^ 
X went to Lord Halifax on the loth of May ; he defired n\e 
to-ciMne again that evening ; I then fawhim : h^ took the par 
|)er and read tt<)' looked up and flopped ; then faid, -I was ro<» 
colle6^ing that that perfon bought flock at ♦ that time> but it 
xni^ht be with his own money. He readx my letter to Lord 
Hertford, faid* ifVafl-a" proper one— He faidrif I had been 

in Lord Hertford's place, I Would have fent it to ^ - ' 

.and heard what he had to fay. On reading the fccond letter, 
he faid, this might be very deep ; I would readily«cnquire, but 
it is an affair of • fuch mtlgnitude ; and then put a cafe of a 
man's being robbed on Hou«flow-heath, and going to Juflicc 

Vol. I. -S • Fielding, 

-f Compare this with the firfl paragraph.- 
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Chap. I^^ve bien bad — tbat all nwas not obtained^ which- 
XXII. rnigbi have been obtained. But although they 

were 
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Fielding^ and faying he was robbed by a tall thiiv man, and 
apprehended it was the Duke of Ancafter : there is no differ- 
ence, only in the fize of the purfe. He faid, if you had any 
proof) I would make no difficulty of telling it to my royal 
matter. In my letter to Lord Hertford, I mentioned the dc* 
fedlivencfs of my information as a proof of the truth of it. 
Lord Halifax faid, I think with you, it is more likely to be . 
true, from his knowing only a few circumftances. The fe- 
cond meeting was a few days afterwards. He did not flick to 
one objedion. I fet down a few arguments to ufe to him» 
which I left with him ; I have in my pocket the fame argu* 
ments, which I fet down a (hort time sifber, from my rem^ 
Icdion. This is not a copy (read a paper, in fubftance at 
follows :) 

Narrative of intelligence is fafficient for enquiry, timugh 
not for accufation, confirmed by Dr. Blackftone. he Tfirft 
of all crimes is hearfay ; rare at firft, to flumble upon certain* 
ty. All offenders would efcape if there vras no enquiry. The 
high quality of offenders is no reafon for flopping the enquiiy j 
it muft be done fpeedily ; if the common pe(^le hear it, and 
believe it, they might do juftice after their own manner. I 
recommend it to Lord Halifax, as one of the French minif- 
tcrs is here, whether he can be excufed for not examining into 
it, 5ec. 

What faid Lord Halifax ? 

Lord Halifax made no anfwer to the paper ; nor did he 
controvert one of the arguments. 

The next morning' I faw Mr. Fitzherbert, Sir George 
Yonge veas there. Mr. Fitzheibert expreffed his affonifkment 
at my boldnefs in going to Lord Halifax. He faid he would 
not have any thing of his writing appear. Mr. Fitzherbert 
faid he had intelligence the French were offering money to 
get D'Eon's papers back. I went the fame day to Lord 
Halifax, or the next day. Lord Halifax faid, I will have 
nothing to do with the matter. I difbelieve th^ chaige : if I 
did believe it, as ftrongly as I now difbelieve it, 1 fhoutd not 
think this fuificient ground to go upon. I told him it vras 
his duty 5 he feemed furprised. He faid his duty was to take 
care of the (late. I told him that Mr. Fitzherbert had faid 
the French were in treaty for D'Eon's papers. I made my 
2 apology 
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Were convinced, and the h& lay within their Chap. 

own knowledge, that the intcrefts of the nation "^^^ 

had 1761. 

apology for troubling him, and that clofed my converfation 
with Lord Halifax. 

(Mr. Fitzherbcrt.) Did you colled from my convcrfetion, 
that I had the fmalleft knowledge of D'Eon? 

I do not know I did ; but Mr. Fitzherbert admitted the 
. reality of the oveitures. After the names of the two Lords 
were mentioned, Mr. Fitzherbert faid, did you hear nothing 
of the Princefs of Wales. I faid no. Mr. Fitzherbcrt an- 
fwcrcd, D'Eon f^ys, the Princefs of Wales had fome of the 
money. 

From whom had you the information of D'Eon's over* 
turcs? 

The firft was from General Conway. He firft gave me a 
hint of it. 

What was that hint ? 

When 1 told the ftory, Mr. Conway afkgd me if I had 
ieeQ D'Eon ; he faid I hear he has dropped hints. I told 
him I never would fee him. I faid I will avoid all poffibility 
'- of concert with any one. After this I went to Mr. Hartley 
• and dcfired him to enquire. He defired firft to cpnfult Sir 
-George Saville. Sir George Saville came to us, I could not 
tell him the particulars, but only that there was fuch a charge. 
Sir George Saville thought that it was right to confult the 
Duke of Newcaflle. He went to him. I was not prefent ; 
but I beard that the Duke of Newcaftle faid. Fox was rogue 
enough to do any thing, but thought he was not fool enough 
. to. do this. 1 he Duke faid he could not advife them to med- 
dle in it, for D'Eon will be bribed, and then you will be left 
. iu the lurch. I heard this converfation from Sir George Sa- 
. trillc or Mr, Hartley ; from one of them, in the prefence of the 
other. 'I'hey both went to the Duke of Newcaftle. 

(Mr Conway.) What was the nature of his lirft applica- 
tion to me ? 

The^naturc of my firft application to Mr. Conway was, I 
wanted to know how to convey a letter to Lord Hertford, not 
to be opened, to enquire whether the informant was appre- 
hended. I had defigned prefeuj^Ing a paper to the Houfe of 
Commons fcttiug forth the information. He a/lced me the 
particulars, and faid he would not encourage fuch application 
to the Houfe of Commons without a (hijiow of probability ; 
and then aikedif I had heard that D'Eou had dropped hints, 

S 2 and 
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Chaf. gave them his approbation by his vote, and the 

XXII. £)ute of Bedford by his proxy ; nor was U until 

176a. the Open breach with Lord Bute, in 1765, that 

the fatft concerning the Havannah was known 

fore Lord Halifat» who was willing to receive information 
from any gentleman whatever. He preffed it fo ftrongly that 
I thought he came with a mcffage, but he did not fey that* 
1 £aid, if Lord Halifax will fend for me I will wait on hiaip. 
but I know nothing of the matter, with regard to the ft^cond 
meeting at Mr. Fitzherbert's, nor did I know he had told 
the ftory to Mr. Fitihcrbert till I faw it in the puperft. 

(Mr. Fitzherbert.) I never remember being in the fam^ 
room with Sir Gkorgc Yonge and Dr. Mufgrave. Dr. MuC- 
erave came and talked m the fame ftile, and told nte the ftorjr 
he fays I told him. I do not remember I faid any tWng at 
that time, the Do6^or came and told me thii ftory. I w31 
do myfelf the juftice to tell all I knew ^t that time, thougti 
I do not recoiled I told it him. Wc were then a goojd many' 
in a fociety in Albermarle-ftrect. I had an office in that fo- 
ciety. When he had told me all he had to fay, I wilhed to 
change, the lubjed^ ; he would not; fo I told all I knew of 
it. Captain Cole, a gentleman of general ^dmiffion, had come 
to me, and faid D'Eon dc fires me to tell you he is appreheft- 
^^t of being taken away bv force, on account of a quarrel 
with Count Guerchy, in-'-which miniftry would affift him* 
He defired me to communicate it to the focirty, which I did. 
He recommended D'Eon as an agreeable man. I communi- 
cated it to Sir George Yonge, and defired him to go with 
me, becaufc he could fpeak French, which I could not eafily. 
No day was appointed. We never did meet. I never kneW 
Mn D'Eon : I never received a letter from him. As to going 
on with the converfation, and naming the Pdncefs of Walci^ 
I have nothing to fay to that, I have no trace of it in my 
mempfy ; it muft depend on our veracity : nor had I any di* 
red meffage, btit from Captain Cole, a^ to his apprehenfioHi 
of being taken -away. 

(Mr. Speaker.) Dr. Mufgrave, would you alk th^fc gctt» 
tlemen, or cither of them, any queilions ? 

(Dr. Mufgrave.) 1 was not prepared for thefe ahfwen; 
<.#nd I have no qifeftions to afk them. 

'. Motion by Sir George Ofbome — ^That the accu&tiont 
brought by Dr. Mufgrave, are in the highcft degree frivo* 
|oa8« Agreed toy.janvsry 291 1770, 

beyond 
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beyond the fmall circle of their indifpenfible con- Cha*. 
fidents. This circumftance indifputably (hews, ^^^^' 
that the public intereft wa» not the firft confider- lyg^. 
ation Avith his Majefty's fervants at this time. 
And it is believed, although it is a matter that 
perhaps will not be afcertained until fome future 
period, that Lord Bute\ refignation in the month 
of April 1763, was occafioned by the jundion 
of Mr. Grenville and the Duke of Bedford, and 
the menaces they held qut againft him, refpe<a- 
ing the negotiation for peac e That he com- 
pounded for his impunity, by an abandonment 
of office to the Duke and his friends. It was, 
however, the popular opinion, that the ppli- 
;tical paper, called the North Briton^ written prin- 
cipally by Mr. fVilkes, had raifed fuch a fpirit 
of animofity in the nation againft Lord Bute, th^t 
-he refigned from an apprehendon of popular in- 
dignation ; and it anfwered the purpofe of more ^ 
parties than one at that time to fay fo. But Mr. 
Wilkes had no more influence in the rcfignatioa 
of Lord Buie^ than he had in that of Sir Robert 
fVaJpoley or any other minifter. However, until 
Lord i?2//^ abfconded from his public fit nation of 
xninifier, no favourite exercifed the power of the 
.crowp with more pride and infolence. This 
charge might be proved in innumerable inftan-' 
ces. But it is not the dedgn of this work to re- 
late any occurrences, not immediately connedled 
with Mr. P///, unlefs the fame has been either 
omitted, or materially miftated in the public 
accounts of the times. Of this latter kind is the 
difniiffion of the Duke of Vevonjbire. 

During 
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Chap, During the preceding negotiation of peace, hi^ 
^J^T^ Grace held the office of lord chamberlain, and 

i76i. ahhough in the difcharge of hfs official duties, 

Dlfmif. he was very frequently attending on the King, 

lion of the yet differing from his Maiefty's other fervants on 

Duke of -^ ,. . , ^ f, ^ , ,./ i 

Devon- poiitKal lubjedts, he did not attend any council 

fKire> held after the commencement of the negotiation. 
Early in the month of Odicber 1762, he obtain- 
ed his Majefty's permiffion to go to Bath. While 
he was at Bath, he received a fummons to at- 
tend the* cbuncTli and the fummon?, as ufual, 
mentioned the bufinefs; which was the ^nal 
confideratfQn ' on the prelirmnary "articles of 
peace. The Duke wrote an anfwtr. That as 
he had not attended any of xhe former councils 
on the fubjeA of the negotiation, he apprehend • 
'cd, that his prefence at the Inji council would 
be improper. At the end of the month his 
Grace returned to London ; and the day after 
his arrival, being levee day, he went to court. 
The King was in the'clofet. H« feni in bis 
name. The King took no notice. In this par- 
ticular the Duke was wrong — he was too deli- 
cate— —he fhould have demanded an audience. 
He next defired to know, to whom he fhould 
deliver his key ? The King returned an anfwer. 
That he (hould fend next morning, which he 
"did, and wfth his own hand ftruck- bis Graced 
-name out of the lift of his privy courKril. 
' The reader will make his own obfervations 
pn this extraordinary condud. No one need be 
fold; that the Cavendifbes were amongft the moft 
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warm and moft determined fupporters of the 
Revolution of 1688, and of th^ Houfe of Bronf- 
wicki; nor have their virtue and ;z;eal dixpinifti- "^^ 
ed, in an oppofition to the moft fubtleaiiempt3 
no accomphfti the moft defpotic defigns. 

Nor has the immediate caufe of the Duke of Difmif. 
NewcaJlWs refignation been lefs miftated, When ^^^^^"^ 
his Grace found, that the annual convention jj^^^^y^ 
with Pruffia was not to be renewed, as ufual, b^ 
fuggefled another mode to fave the national ho- 
nour; and which would, at the fame time, fup* 
port the national dignity, and efieniially contri- 
bute towards commanding the terms of p^ajce. 
This was when the application was mqide to parr 
Hament in the month of May 1762, for a vote 
of credit of one million, his Grace wjlhecj to ex- 
tend the fum to two millions. A vote pf credit 
of one milHon, had been ufual every year of the 
war. His Grace's intention was to have fupplied 
the King of Pruffia with the amount of his an- 
nual fubfidy out of the fecond million. But this 
defign being made known to Lord Bute, by one 
of his fecretaries of the treafury*, almoft as 
loon as it was luggefted, thai Lord oppofed it 
with the greateft warmth. The Duke finding 
this oppofition from Lord Bute^ and expeding no 
better fuccefs in the clofet, he faw his influence 
at an end— and immediately refigned. 

* The political paper, called the North Bnton, acccufed 
Mr. S, Martin of having betrayed the Duke of Nenvcqftle to 
liord Bute. Martin was alfo treafurer to the Prixiceft of 

Mr, 
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Mr. fP^ood^ who had been Mr. Pittas fecrc- 
tary during the war, fays, in the preface to his 
Effay on Honner, that having waited upoa Lord 
Grj»i;/7A?, prcfident of the council, when he was 
Graovfllc, dying, with the preliminary articles of thp treaty, 
and read them, his Lordfhip declared, *• it was 
the moft honourable "peace he ever faw.** This 
. anecdote only proves Lord Granvillis attachment 
to Lord Bath to the laft moment of his life. 
Dr. Franklin frequently entertained his friends 
with another anecdote of this nobleman, which 
deferves to be remembered. Upon the embargo 
being laid on all American veflfels laden with 
corn, flour, &c. in the year 1757, the American 
agents petitioned againft it, and were heard be- 
fore the privy cpuncil. Lord GranviJIe, who 
was lord prefident, told them, that America 
niuft not do any thing to interfere with Great 
Britain in the European markets; that if Ame- 
rica grew corn, fo did England ; that if America 
ftiipped corn, fo did England. Upon which Dr. 
Franklin told his Lordlhip, that America could 
not do any thing that would not interfere 
with Great Britain in fome refpeft or other.— If 
they planted, reaped, and muft not fliip, the 
beft thing he could advife his Lordfliip to do, 
would be, to apply to parliament for tranfports 
fufficient to bring them ail back again. 

Has it not been the misfortune of England, 
that moft of her great men haVe frequently (hewn 
that they were influenced by very narrow ideas^ 
when exerciflng their political talents on national 

fubjeifls? 



\ 



\ 
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fubjefts? If the policy of that part of the treaty Cha»» 
was juft, which extended the Britifh colonies in ^^^^* 
America, what benefit could be derived from ij6$. 
thofe colonies, if thefe ideas of reftraint were 
maintained ? 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. 



XXIII. 



Extraordinary preparations for tbe meeting of Par^ 
liament — Preliminary articles of Peace laid before 
Parliament — Mr. Pitt's Speech againfi them. 



Chap. 

XXIII. 




JL A R LIAMENT tnet on the 25th of Novem- 
ber, 1762 f. The moft extraordinary provifion 
was made for this event. The royal houfchold 
had been encreafed beyond all former example. 
7 he lords and grooms of the bed-chamber were 
doubled. Penfions were thrown about indifcri- 
minately. Five and twenty ihoufand pounds 
were iffued in one day, in bank notes of one 
hundred pounds each. The only ftipulation 
was, Give us your vote. A corruption of fuch 
notoriety and extent had never been feen be- 
fore. U here is no example in any age or coun- 
try that in any degree approaches to it. The 

f In the CTening of the day preceding the menting of par- 
liament, the members of the Houfe of Commons met, at 
ufual, at the Cockpit. Mr. Fox took the chair, atid produced 
to the company a paper, which he only called a fpeecb, and 
which he faid he would, as ufual, read to them. He after- 
wards produced an addrtfs^ which he read ; and then {aid, 
that Lord Carysfort and Lord Charles Spencer had been fo 
kind to undertake to move and fecond that addrefs. The 
fame ceremony is obferved with refpeA to the Houfe of Lords. 
'J'he fpecch is read by fome Peer, who is fuppofed to condu£k 
the bufinefs of that Houfe. The manager of the Houfe of. 
{}gmmoD8 takes the chair at the Cockpit. 

^^ • dolp 
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dole was laivilh beyond the probabiHty of ac- Chap'. 
count, or poflibllity of credit. Mr. Fox had the XXIIL 
nianagerr.cnt of the Houfe of Commons, with j^g^. 
unlimited powers. 

On the 2gth of November the preUmrnary , 
articles of peace with France and Spain were 
laid before both Houfes* 

On the gth of December they were taken into ^'•^'>*«J-., 

r A ^ I , . narics laid 

confideration, and a motion was made, to return |,^foyg 
his Majefty thanks for bis gracious condefcen- parlia- 
fion in ordering the preliminary articles of peace '**^°^* 
concluded between his Majefty and their mofl 
Chriftian and Catholic Majefties, to be laid be- 
fore them. To aflure his Majefty, his faithful 
Commons were impatient to exprefs to his 
Majefty their approbation of the advantageous 
terms, upon which his Majefty hath concluded 
preliminary articles of peace. And to lay be- 
fore his Majefty the hearty applaufe of a faith- 
ful, afFcftionate, and thankful people, &c. &c. 
&c. 

On this memorable day, Mr; Pitt attended in 
parliament, notwithftanding h:; was at that mo- 
ment afHifted with a fevere fit of the gout. 
He fpoke in reply to Mr. Fox^ who made the 
motion. 

He began with lamenting his ill ftate of health, Mr. Pitt's 
whkh had confined him to his chamber j but aiihough fpccch 
he was at this inftant fuflering under the mofl excri^- againft the 
ciating torture, yet he determined, at J.he hazard of his Fclimina- 
life, to attend this day to raife up his voice, his hand, "^^ 
and his arm againft the preliminary articlj^s of a treaty ^'^' 
that obfcured all the glories of the war, furrendered the 
deareft ioterefts of the nation, and facrificed the public 

faith 
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Chap, faith by an abandonment of our allies. HeowMd, that 
XXI I L the terms upon which he had confented to conclude a 
> peace, had not been fatisfaflorjr to all perfons ; it ixras 
impoffible to reconcile every intereft ; but he had not, 
he faid» for the mere attainment of peace, made a (acri- 
fice of any conqueft ; he had neither broken the national 
faithy nor betrayed the allies of the crown. That he 
was ready to enter into a difcuflion of the merits of the 
peace he had ofFered, comparatively with the prefent 
preliminaries. He called for the mod able cafuift amongd 
the minifter's friends^ who, he faw, were all muftered 
and marihalled for duty to oppofe him ; they made a 
fnoft gallant appearance, and there was no doubt of the 
viftory on the main queftion. If the Right Honour- 
able Gentleman^ (Mr. Fox) who took the lead in this 
debate, would riffle the argument of comparifon, he 
would join iffue with him, even under all the difadvan- 
tages of his prefent fituation. His motive was to flop 
that torrent of mifreprefentation which was poifoning 
the virtue of the country. 

fNe ahfwer being made^ he proceeded.)^ 

He 

* The fi)lIowing paper will, in feme degree fapply this 
chafm; 

Mr. Pitt\ negotiation. Lord Bute^^ peace. 

Mr. Pi«, and a// the King's Gfives the French "The 
fcrvantd infifted, " That the liberty to fifh in the Gulph of 
French fliall abftain from that St. Lawrence, on condition 
particular fifhery on all the that the fubjeds of France do 
coafts appertaining to Great not cxercife the (aid fifhery, 
Britain, whether on the con- but at the diftance of three 
tinent, or on the iflands fitu- leagues from all the coafts he- 
ated in the faid Gulph of St. longing to Great Britain, and 
Lawrence ; which fifhery the fifteen leagues from the coaft 
proprietors only of the faid or the ifland of Cape Breton, 
coafts have conftantly enjoy- together with the liberty of 
ed, and always cxercifed, fav- ^'fifhing and drying on a part 
mgalways the privilege grant- of the cdafts of the illand 
ed by the 13th article of the of Newfoundland."— If the 
treaty of Utrecht.*' French are as attentive to 
^ • ' their interefts as we have ever 
■ found them to be, they will 
Mr. doubtlefs 
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He pei^eived that the Right Honourable Gentleman Cha#* 
and his frieuds were prepared for only the prefcnt qucf- XXIII. 

tion. w-r^^ 

doubtlefs call this a grant of 

the WHOLE FISHERY. 

The iflands of St. Peter and 
Miquelon are both ceded to 
the French in full right, with- 
out any one of the four indif- 
penfthk conditiong. No Eng- 
li(h commiffary is allowed to 
refide there ; our fecurity is 
on x\xc prefent French King's 
royal word ; but not a fylla- 
ble is mentioned of any en- 
gagement for his fucceflbrs. 



Mr. Pitt abfolutely refufed 
to cede the ifland of Miquelon 
to the French; and the French 
miniftcr told Mr. Stanley "He 
vrould not in lift on it,'^ 1 o 
the cefiion of the ifland of St. 
Peter oshY, four indlfpenfible 
conditions were annexed *. 
The ceffion of the ifland of 
St. Peter was* not agreeable 
to Mr. Pittas own inclination ; 
for it is a fad that both he 
and Lord Temple eameftly 
conteftedfor the whole ex- 
clusive FISHERY, which they 
faid ought to be infilled upon. 
But in this, as many other 
things, they were over ruled. 

Mr. Pitt infilled on keep- 
ing both Senegal and Goree, 
on the coafl of Africa, ** For 
that Senegal could not he 
fecurely maintained without 
Goree," and yi.Bu/fy "was 
authorized to confent to the 
ccflion." . 

. Mr. Pitt pofitively refufed 
to cede the ifland of St. Lu- 
cia to France." His negoti- 
ation declares *' the ceflion by- 
no means admiffible." 

Mr. Pitt treated the King 
of Prullia with efficacy and 
good faith. The anfwer to 
the French ultimatum fay% 
** As to what regards the 
refli- 



Lord Bute gave away the 
ifland of Goree, which was 
of the greateft importance to 
France, as it ferves her as a 
fecurity in the fupply of ne- 
groes for the French Weil 
Indies. 

Lord Bute ceded St. Lucia 
in full right to France. 



Lord Bute both deceived 
and betrayed the King of 
Pruffia. He firft broke the 
faith of the nation, by refuf- 
ing the Oibfidy to that mo- 
narch. 



• Sec in the Appendix, the a ifwcr of Mr. Pitt to the ulti- 
matum of France, delivered to M. Bujfy on the i6th of 
Auguft> X761. 
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fion. He would therefore take a view of t^e -sfrticles 
as they appeared upon the paper on the table. 



narch. Then in the prels- 
mi nary articles of peace» he 
flipulated evacuation and rr- 
Jioraiion with regard to the 
conqueHs made on our allies, 
except the King of Pruffia, 
for whom he ftipulated eva- 
cuation only. All the con- 
quells which the French Were 
in poflcffion of, belongirfff to 
Hanover, HeCTe,' Bfunfwick, 
&c. amounted to only a few 
villages, not exceeding one 
hundred acres of land m the 
whole. But the places be- 
longing to the King of Pruf- 
fia, of which the French were 
in pofTelfiony were Cleves, 
Gueldres» Wefel, &c. Thua 
Lord ButCf inftead of behav- 
ing to the King of Pruflia 
with good faith becoming an 
ally, aftcd like an open ene- 
my to him, and left the French 
^t full liberty to evacuate thofe 
' places, and all others which 

^ they held belonging to that 

monarchy to *iiihont they pUafed, 
And laikly» he faid the dominions of the King of PrufHa 
<* ^werc to he Jcramhled for,'' That was his phrafe in the 
Houfc of Lords. And it was very near being the cafe ; for 
as foon as ihe treaty was figucd, the court of .Vienna ordered 
a large body of troops to begin their march for the Nether- 
lands, with a view to enter thofe places the moment the 
Ftench fhoiiid evacuate them. Tlie King of Pruflia did 
the fame. The Netherlands were thus thrciatencd with be- 
coming the theatre of war ; and the French minifler fjrefee- 
ing that France muil take part iii ir, lie propofed to th^ King 
of Pruflia, to deliver up all thofe places to' him, pro\'ided his 
Majcfiy would fjgn a ncutrahty for the Netherlands. The 
ICing agreed to the propofalj aud purchafcd his tcrritorifg on 
that conxHttcn. . .^ ... 



reftUutiott and evacuation of the 
conquefls made by France on 
the King's allies in Germany* 
and particularly of Wefel, and 
other territories of the King 
of Pruflia, bis Majefly perfifls' 
in his demand relative to that 
fubjefl in the ultimatum of 
England, viz. that they be 
reftored and evacuated." The 
French having propofed the 
keeping pofleluon of the coun* 
tries belonging to the King of 
Pruffia, Mr. Pitt returned this 
anfwer in writing, which was 
applauded by all the King's 
minifters : ** I likewife return 
you as totally inadmiifible, the 
memorial relative to the King 
of PrufEa, as implying an at- 
tempt on the honour of Great 
Britain, and the fidelity with 
which his Majefty will always 
fulfil his engagements with his 
allies." 
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f Afr. Pitt nvas Ji ixceffiveij *ifff and its painJS exceed* r 
itt^lyacutej that the Houft unanimoujl) Jiijired he nagbt he ^S^jff 
indulged to deliveit his fentimentsfrting-"-^ circumjlance that 
muas unpreaedinted. Hitherto he had hein fufported by inm 
4f bis fiiernds."} ,. . ' 

The firft important article was the fifliery. The terms 
pi which 'this article was written, appeared to him to 
gire to France a grant of the whole filherjr. There wjtis 
an abfdute, unconditional furreadier of die iflandsof 
St. Pierre :aiid Miquclon, which if *France continued to 
be at atteotirclo: her own intercft as we have hitherto 
found hcri would enable her to recover her marine. 
He confidered this to be a mod dangerous article to tlie 
maritime ftrength and future power of Gre3t Britain. 
In the negotiation he had with M^ Buffy^ he had ae>- 
quiefced in tlie cellion of St. Pierre only ,- after havings 
he faid, fisveral times in vain contendcxl for the whcde 
exdufive fiflber^ ; but he was over»ruIed) not by the 
foreign enemy, but by another enemy After many 
itrttggles be obtained four limitations to the ifland of 
Si, Pierre*— they were indifpenfible conditions^ but they 
were omitted in the prefcnt^ treaty. If they were nc- 
ceflary in the furrender of one ifland, they were doubly 
tieccffary in th^ furrender of two. In the volumes of 
abttfe which had been fo plentifully bellowed upon him 
by the writers who were paid, and patronized by thofe 
jwfao held great employments in the ftate, this ceilion of 
St. Pierre only had been condemned in terms of acrimony. 
He had been reminded, that the Earl of Oxford was ira^ 
peached for allowing the French liberty to fifli. and dry 
fi(b on Newfoundland. He admitted the fa£^. But 
that impeachment was a fcandalous.meafure^*-wa$ difap^ 
proved by every impartial perfon. In one article, (the 
feventeenth) the roinifter is accufed of having advifed 
the deJlruBive expedition" againft Canada-*— *— Why. was 
that expedition called i/^i^ffivr. f — ^becaufe it was not 
fuccefsful. Thus have events been confidered by par- 
liament as ilandards of political judgment Had the ex- 
peditiqn to Canada, under GencraT Wolfe, been un^uc« 
cefsful, there is no doubt it would alfo have been called 
Aejlru^ive: and fome of the gentlemen, now in office, 
would this day have been calling for vengeance upon the 
l»iniftcr'$ head. 

Vol. L T Of 
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Ch A^. Of Dunkirk he fatd but little. The French were more 

XXIII. favoured in this article of the prefent prelimiqariea, than 

V-»— r— "w^ thejr had been by any former treaty. • He had made the 

1762. treaty of Aix Ja.Chapetle hU guide on this point ; but 

in the prefent treaty, even that requiGtion was difre- 

gardcd,* 

Of the dereliAion of North America by the French, 
he entirely approved. But the negociators had no trou* 
Ue in obtaining this acquifition. It had been the uti 
poffidetis in his own negociation, to which the French had 
readily confented. But Finrida, he faidi wasno contpen* 
fationior the Havannah : the Havannah was an important 
conqueft. He had dengnedtomake it» and would hare 
done it fome months earlieri had he been permitted to 
-execute his own plans. From the moment the HaVan- 
.nahwas taken, all the Spanifli treafures and ttches in 
America lay at our mercy. Spitin had purchalibd the fc*- 
curity of ail thefe, and the reftoration of Cuba, s^fo, 
with the ceflion of Florida only. It was no equivalent. 
There had been a bargain, but the terms were tnadequate. 
They were inadequate in every point, where the princi- 
ple of reciprocity was afFefted to be introduced. 

He had been blamed for confentlug to give vp Gua- 
daloupe* That cefTion had been a que (lion in another 
place. He wifhed to have kept the iflaod -h e had 
been over-ruled in that point alfo — he oould not help it 
■. ■ he had been over-ruled many times — on many oc- 
cafions— he had acquiefced — he had fubmttted— -'^^But 
at length he faw that all his meafures— all his fentiments 
-^wer- inimical to the new fyftem — to thofe perfons— 
towhom his Majefty had given his coaiidence« But to 
Guadaloupe thefe petfons had added the ceiCon of Mar- 
tinique. Why did they permit the forces to conquer 
Martinique, if they were refolved to reftore it ? Was it 
becaufe the preparations for that conqueft were fo far 
. advanced, they were afraid to. counternftind them I And 

* The ncceflary ftipulationa concerning Dunkirk have been 
greatly mirtaken. If the reader will take the trouble to turn 
-to the events of 1 7^65, during the adminiftration of the Mar- 
.quis of Rockingham f he will find this matter explained- more 
jBlcariy. ths^A it has hitherto bcpa, 

.V : ...^ ...to 
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to th« "C^ffion 5f tlieifland of Cuba, Guadeloupe, aiid Chap. 
Miirtiniqu^, there fe dddied the iflatid of St, Lucia 5 tha XXllI. 
owty valuable onecf the n<JUtral iflandl— ft 19 impoffible^ v#i--v^-^ 
fiid he, to form atiy jtidgmtfnt of the /hoti^ves/ which i?^^. 
c*n have Influented his Majeft/s fervahts to make theft 
important facrifices. They feem to have loft fight of 
the great ftindame'tital principle, That France is chieffljrj t 
if not folely to be dreaded by us in the light of a mari- I 
time and commercial power. And therefore, bf rtftor-- 
inp tohiiraUthe valuable Weft India iflandsi ahd by 
our conceifiDns in the Newfoundland fifheryi t^c had 
given to her the means of recovering her pfodigio^J 
lofl^, aiid of becoming once more formidable to Us* at 
fea. That the fiftiery trained up an ibrtumerable ttiultf^ 
tttde^f young feamen \ and that the Weft India tradiS 
employed them when they were trained. After th^'peace 
of Aix la Chapelle gained France a decided ftrperiority 
over usitt this lucrative branch of commerce, and fupplied' 
almoft all Europe with the rich commodities, which are 
produced only in that part of the world. By this comi 
jnerce (be enrichfcd her nl^rehants, imd augmented her 
finances. ' The ftate of theexifting trade in the conquefts 
in North America is extremely low, the fpeculations of 
their future are precarious, and th« profped at the very 
bcft, very remote. Weftandin need of fuppliesj which 
•will have an effe^l:, certain, fpeedy, and eoniiderabie. 
The retaining both, or even one of the confiderable 
French ifiands, Martinique or Guadaloupe, wilU ahd 
nothing dfe can, effeftually anfwer this triple purpofe; 
The advantage is immediate ' It is a matter not of con- 
5eft«re, but of ^eount. The trade with thefe conquefts, 
is of the utmoft lucrative nature, and of the moil cort- 
ifderabie extent 5 the number of (hips employed by it 
are a great refource to our ntafitime power. And what j 
is of equal weight, all that we gain on this Tyftem, ii j 
fourfold to us by the lofs which enfues to France ^ But ^ 
our conquefts in North America are of very little detri- 
ment to the commerce of France* , On the Weft Iridia 
fcheme of acquifition, our gain and her lofs go hand in 
hand. He infifted upon the obvious connection of this 
trade, wiih that of the colonies in North America, and 
with our commerce to the cbaft of Africa. The African 
trade would be augmented, which, with that of North 
T 2 America, 
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Cm hT, Amcrka, would all center in Great Britain* But if tbe 

XXI U. iilancisare all reftoredi a great part of the benefit of the 

W^^i'f^^ colony trade rauCl redound to thofe whp Were lately eiiff 

J 769' fncmiCBs and will always bt oar rivals. Though we bad 

retained either Martiniq\ie or Guadalonpej or even bo€h 

thefe iflandsy our conquef^s were fuch, that there wa» 

fti)l abpQdant matter left to difplay our moderation* 

Gocee^ he faid, is alfo furrendered, without the leaft 
apparent neceffity ^ notwithftanding it had been agreed 
11^ th0 negociation with JVt« BuJ}, that it fliould remain 
with the Britifli Crown, hccaufe it waa efiential to the 
fecurity of Senegal* 

In the E^ft Indies there was an engagement for mutital 
reftitution of conqjaef^s. He afted,- what were the con- 
quefts which France bad to reftore ? lie declared that (he 
bad none. All the conqu^fts which France had made 
had been retaken, and were in our own po^^on ; as 
were Ukewife all the French fettiements andfadories. 
Therefore the reftitution waai all from one fide. We ro^ 
twined nothing, akhoiigh we had conquered every thing* 

The reftitution of B^inprca he approved. And that, 
he faid, was the only conqyeft which France had to re- 
ftore y and for this ifland we had given the £aft Indies, 
the Weft Indies and Africa. The purchafe waa 
made at a price tbat was 6ft y times more than it was 
worth. Belleiile alpne^ he a£rmed| wa» a fufficieiu 
equivalent for Minorca. 

As- to Germany, he faid, it was a wide field; a tedi- 
ous and lengthened confideration, including the interefts 
of many hoftile powers : fome of them immediately, and 
others eventually, conuefled with Great Britain. There 
might fometimes be policy in the conftruflion of our 
meafures, to confult our infuUr fituation , only. But 
while we had France for o^r enemy, it was a fcene to 
employ and to baffle her arms. Had the armies of 
France not been empbyed in Grermany, they would have 
been tranfported to America ; where we (houkt have 
found it more difiicult to have conquered them. And if 
we had fucccedcd, tlie ex pence would have been greater* 
Let any one, he faid, make a fair eftimate of theexpence 
of tranfports and provifions to that diftant climate, and 
he will find, that in the article of expence, the war ia 

Germany 
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Germing to be Mnbelflefii thin in the ^Ud^ef Ame^ Chap. 
rica. Upon thU principle^ he afflrmedi that the coti^ XXIiL 
qaeAu made in Attiericft, had* \^tn iwing to the emjMdy- w-y-^.^ 
ment of: thc-French arilif in OerMiatiy; He feid ^i^kh ail 1762. 
emphafisf fiiat America hid be^ii conquered iil Ocmmtj. 

'He owned thit fev^ral obf^oA^ had been mdde to 
the bermati wan His tbofrght them frivoloK^ ind ptfer^ 
ikf fadfcus^ndiTiilkidtiO. It hadbein ikid^ that diinng 
twelve mohths after the Marathon of Mindet>, tiotaiqua-^ 
dron of Aips had been fern Xq malce any BritiOi coi^efts i 
If this be true, will any maM fay, that France would/ the 
day before the battle of Mttiden, have made thofi ha- 
miliatifig toncefiiofis ihe afterwai^ did mgike ? To what) 
bat hetiM foccefs in the detm^n war, was it Owing-, that 
€o»t (^roi^ed to rh; moft notifying teritis» in the late 
tiegoelatfam with M. JBufy t- Thefc fafts fpeak lor them- 
felves; and from them it a^peats^ that the ceflions of« 
fered by France, daring tho late negociation, which wiU 
always be rem^nnbered with glory to Great BiritAih, were 
owing to our perfeverance in the German War, and to 
cur obferting goo^ faith towardd^ our Pf oteftant allies on 

the continents 

- Other objeaions }iad been uuiade, and white he wa$ 
upon thi^fubjeO; he woukl take notices! therft. It had ' 
been faid| that the French fobfidies do nqt afnOiint to 
fcalf what w^ pay. Tht fabfidieig which the French ac- 
tually pay, may not \ bat what they promife amount to 
donW^. They fubfidisSeS^^eden, Ruflia, and the Swifles, 
leveral ItaKan ftates — and iif Ve are to bcljpve their own 
v^xitersj ^vien th|8 pianesj thofcfuWldieg are maft, or all 
of them, for negatite ferYi6^«. Th^y have got nothing 
•by the Swedes ; they hgy^ got nothing by the En^prdrs of 
Rofiia,' though (he has got a great deal for herfelf 5 they 
Jvave got far lefs for the Emprefs Queen, if we except the 
honbtrrpf having buried above 150,000 of therr beft troops 
in Germany. The Wirtembetghcrs, it is well known have 
fefufed tO'ferve thei^^ theSwifs and Italian ftates can- 
:|iot fcrvie them, anij the DijttJes jgive themr— a neiitraUity. 

The fubfidy to Hefle bad been arraigned, and falfehood 
had been. added to malignity. But it ought to be remem- 
bered^ that .the treaty with Hefi^ Was made before he 
came int^t^ ofiice \ an impu^tipt) of crime to himf for 
not breaking that aiiiance, pame wifh a very ill grace 
from them who made it : they blamed him for confent- 

ing 
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Chak kig to pay the Prince of HejKz fuita cf money^vfcr Ac 

XXIIL damage done by the French in his dtsmninioos. He. was 

^00^^-^-^ aftoniflied that any fct of men, who arrogated to them- 

<7^2« felvesthe difliifi£^ioii pf frieods to his prefetkt . Majeity, 
ihoukl reprefent this circumflance, as a crime. Can a 
people» he alked, who impeached the Tory Miniflry of 
Queen Anm^ for not fupporting the Catalans^ at an eic« 
pence that would have coft fome* millions, agaiiift their 
King, merely bccaufe they were our alHes«^-Can a pco- 
plci who unanimoufly gave ]0Q,OQoLasa reltief to the 
Fortuguefe, wh^n under the affli£ling hand of Heaven, 
merely becaufe they were our allies^Can a people who 
Indemnify their American fubje<Sts, whom at the fame 
^ime they prote£l in their pofleflions, and even give da- 
mages to their own publicans when they fuffcr, thou^ 
in purfuanceof our own ads of parliamentr— Can fuch 
a people cry aloud againft the moderate relief to a 
PrincCi the ally and fon-in-law of Great Britaitf, who is 
embarked in the fame caufe with Great Britain, who is 
fufPering for her, wfto, for her fake, is driven from his 
dominions, where he isunal^leto raifeoneChiliihg of his 
revenue, and with his wife, the daughter of our late ve- 
nerable moharch, is reduced to a itate of exile and iddi- 
gence ? Surely they cannot. Let our munificence, therer 
fore, to fuch a Fringe, be never again repeated. 

It had been exultingly faid, that the prefent German 
war had overturned that- balance of power, which we 
had fought for in the reigns of King J^///wm and Queen 
Anne. This afTertion was fo far from having tbefmalleft 
foundation in truth, that he believed the mod fuperiictal 
obfervers of public affairs fcarcely flood in need of be- 
ing told, that th»t batar.ce was overturned long before this 
war had exiftence. It was overturned by the Dutdx be- 
fore tht; end of the late war. When the French faw that 
they had nothing to apprehend from the Dutch, they blew 
up that barrier, for which our iVifT^ti'j' and Marlhrotfgh*! 
had fought. The Louveflein faction again got the afcen* 
dancy in Holland ; the French, monarchy again toolc the 
Dutch republic under its wings, and the brood it lias 
hatched has — but let 11$ forbear ferpentine expreflions. 
3ince the time that the grand confederacy agtihft France 
tQol^ place, the military power of the Dutch by fea apd 
' " Jand 
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ImA bsts^been^in s^'iirannerextingcdibedy white another 
j^weri tbea fcarcse^y thought o£. in Europe, baaftarted 
i;^«TT<rl:'iatof.Ruffia, and moves Us own orbit extrinficaUy 
qi alJ otl^er. fyftesni; batxgfavitating to- «ach, according 
to the mafs ^of attra£liiig intereft it . contadbs* Another' 
power . againft. all <human expe£lfition/ was raiM in- 
Eurofpe in tbeHoufe of £randenbarghy and <the r^pid • 
ftiQcefles of hi&Pnii&an Majeily^ prove him to be bora 
to be the natural afierter of Germanic liberties a^ainft the 
^Ottfe of Auilpa. We have been accuftomed to look 
up. wifb reverence. to'that Houfe, and the phenomenon of 
another great power in Germany was fo very new to us, 
ibatfor fpme tim£ he was obliged to attach himfelf to 
Francje. JFranceand A.uftria united, and Great Britain 
and Prullia coal^fced.. Such are the great events by 
wbich the balance of power in Europe has been entfreiy 
altered iince the time of the grand alliance againft France. 
(iia late Majefty fo paflionately endeavoured to maintain 
or. revive the ancient, (valance, that he . enccumered at 
homev.on that account, oppofition to his government, and 
abroad danger to bia perfon; but he could not re-ani- 
mate the Dutch with the love' of liberty, nor infpirc the 
£mpre(s Queen witK fentiments of moderation j they 
talk at random therefore, who impute the prefent fitua- 
tioD of Germasy to the condu£i of Great Britain. Great 
Srilsiin was out of the c]ueftion ; nor could fhe have in« 
terpofed in U, without taking a much greater (hare than 
il»codid». To reprefent France as an objeft of terror, not 
^ytOiGreat Britain^ but Europe, and that we had mif- 
taken our intereft in. not reviving the grand alliance 
4igai|i(i h«r, was mere declamation. Her rqined armies 
330W returning, from .Germany, without being able, 
through the oppofition of a handful of Btitifh troops, to 
efi<^. any. maUirial ol>je£l, ia the ilrongefl proof of the 
ocpcdiencyof the. German war. 

^. XheGerman.war prevented the French from fuccour- 
Joig thqir colonies, and iilands in America, in Afia and in 
Africa. Uur fuccefles were uniform, becaufe our mea- 
forcs were vigorous. 

.He had .been blamed .for continuing the expence of a 
£reat.iparinet after the defeat of M. Conjlam, This was 
.g cK^rge that did not furprife him, after the m^fny others, 
.Qif^ich had been made^ and which were equalfy un- 
founded 
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(^APr founded add malignant. It was faid, that At FreMh 

[ Xj^IL- inariae^ after duat defeat^ was in fo iiiiinocia ai conditfoii^. 

^^"^"^ipf there was not the leaA occaficm (ot eut keeping fefdMiw 

' ^^*' dable a fbcce ta watch its inotiona. It wets true, he faid, 

that the Frenchr marine wn jruined^No man donbtsct it 

-Hthey had not ten ihips of the line fit for fiemrice : but 

could we imagine^ tbait Spain, who in a* vtvy fbon* time 

gave him but too much reaibn to beconirinoed that his 

fttfpjpions were well founded, was not in a tomnwn. in- 

tereft with France \ and that the Swedes, the Genoefe,. 

ai|d even the Dutch, would not have' lent their flups^for 

hire ? 

He begged pardon of the Honfe for detaining them fo 
long ) he would detain them but ^ few minutes longer. 

The defertion of the King of Pruffia, whom he ftiled 
the moft magnanimous zUj this cottntry ever had, in the 
preliminary articles on the table, be reprobated in the 
ftrongeft terms. He called it tnfidipus, tricking, bafe, 
and treacherous. After amuiing that great and wonder-^ 
ful Prince during four months, with promifes of the fab- 
fid y, he had been deceived and :difappointed. But to 
mark the inveteracy and treachery of the cabinet ftill 
ftronger, he is fdedied from our other allies, by a mall* 
cious and fcandalous diftin£lion in the prefent articles* 
in behalf of the other allies of Great Britain we bad 
ftipulated, that all the places belonging to them, which 
had been conquered, ihould be evacuated and re/for^d: 
but with refpec): to the places which the French had con- 
quered belonging to the King of Pruffia, there was (lipu- 
lated evacuatm only. Thus the French might keep thofe 
places until the Aiiftrian troops were ready to take pofieffi- 
on of them. All the places which the l^rench poffeffcd 
belonging to the £Ie£tor of Hanover,, the Duke of 
Brunjkmcky the Landgrave of Heffe^ See* did not amount 
to more than ten villages, or about an hundred acres d 
land ; but the places belonging to the King of Fruj^^ 
they were in poffeffion of, were Ckves, Weffel, Guei- 
drcs, &c. 

Upon the whole, the terms of. the propofed treaty 
met with his moft hearty difapprobation. He fawin them 
the feeds of a future war. The peace was infecure to 
them, bcc^ufe it reftored the et^emy to her former great- 

■ ; ■ ' ncft. 
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ta&i The peace wai inadequate, becaufe the placer 
gained were no eqnivaknt for the places fanenderek. 

He was fo ill and faint, towards the end of the fpeech, ^ 
he coold fcarcelybe. heard. He Intendb^ to have fpokea 
to fome points relative to Spain, but he was unable. 

He fpoke near three hours ; and when be left the 
Houfe^ which, was be£9re the divifion, he.was^ iutl^e 
jgrcatcft agdnjr bf piin. 
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CHAP.' XXIVr. 



Addreffes i>n the Pedce-^'Xtr. Pitt.agdin^, the Emji 
on Cyder ^ Lord Bute: I4mperi mfk ibt^i Qfy of 
London — Denies it in the Houfe of Lords — Proved 
at Guildhallrtr-A Portrait — Lord Bute rejigns^ 

C^AP. X HE addrefles to the King, which follawed 
/v*J^ the parliamentary approbation of the preliminary 
1762^ articles of peace, were obtained by means equaW/ 
Addreffcs corrupt and di (honourable. There was one ia- 
peace. ftance where the feal of a corporation was forged, 
and more than one where \\ was felonioufly ob- 
tained. The city of London refufed to addrefs, 
although the fum of fourteen thopfand pounds 
was offered to complete the bridge. No means 
Vere left untried every where to obtain addrefles. 
The Lord Lieutenants had begging letters fent 
them, to ufe their influence ; and five hundrc4 
pounds, fecret fervice, were added- to each let- 
ter. The fum of five hundred pounds was the 
notorious price of an addrefs. Some addreffcs 
coft a much larger fum. The fum was regulated 1 
according to the importance and magnitude of ' 
the place, from which the addrefs was obtained. 
The corruption without doors was as lavifli as it 
had been within. Of Bath, in particular, being 
the city Mr. Pitt reprefented, the reader will fee 

the 
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the carrefpondenCe in the Appendix, This^con- C«af. > 
du(5l of adminiftration exhibited to'lhe worid two ^'^^^v 
difgraceful ibltigs; one, that the people were ^jfiV^ ' 
capable of being corrupted; the other, that the* 
King was eafsly deceived. The former, until 
this period* might have fccmed improbable ; the 
latter might be poffiWe. ^'-^J^t 

^ againftthc 

Mr. Piti took no other part in the proceedings of this Qy^^^^ 
fcffion, until a bill was brought in, laying a duty upon j^;g^ 
cyder and perry, and fubjeftlng the makers of thofc H-* 
quors to the laws of excife. He oppofed this bill tcrj 
ftrongly, upon the dangerous precedent of admitting the 
officers of excife into private houfes. Every man's houfe 
was his cadle, he faid. If this tax is endured, he faid, it 
will neceiTarily lead to introducing the laws of excife into 
tjie domeftie concerns of every private family, and to 
^yefy fpecies of the produce of the land. The laws of 
excife are odious and grievous to the dealer, but intole- 
Jrable to the private perfon. The precedent,, he con-? 
tendeid, w^ particularly dangerous, when men by their 
birth, education, and profeffion, very diiliua from the 
trader, become fubje£led to thofe laws.* 

Mr. Pitfs hoH fnot, in this debate, is remembered for 
the mirth it occafioned. 

^ Mn Grenville fpokc in anfwer to Mr. Pitt j and although 
he admitted that the excife was odious, yet he contended 
that the tax was unavoidable ; govcmmerit did not know 
wheirc they could lay another tax of equal eflicienoy* 
The Right Honourable Gentleman, fays he, complains 
of the hardfhip of this t?ix-r why does not he tell us 
where we can lay another tax in (lead of it. And he 
riepeated, with a ftrong emphaiis, two or. three times. Tell 
me where you can lay another tan / . 

Mr. Pi// replied, in a mufical tone, Gentle Jhepherd^ 
till me ivhere. ' 



' * 



The principal arguments againft this bill may be fcen ia • 
^woproteftsof the Lord^,— one on th^ 29th, the other on the 
30th of March, 1763. 

thie 
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Cha?. The whole Houfe buifi out into a fit of laughter, 
XXIV« which continued for fome minutea. 

While the bill was.pending,tliecity being alarm- 
ed by the cxtenfion of the cxcife laws to private 
^'JJ*^?™" hufes, prefented a petition againft the bill ; at 
thccityof the fame time Sir Richard Glynn^ told Sir y0bn 
Loadou. Phillips f , that the city had refolved to petition eve- 
ry branch of the legiflature againft the bill. Lord 
Bute was alarmed at the threat to prefent a peti- 
tion to the King: and Sir John Phillips, in Lord! 
But^^s namcy affured the gentlemen of the city 
committee, while they were waiting in the lobby 
of the Houfe of Commons when the petition 
was prefented to that Houfe^ that if they would 
with-hold their petition to the King, Lord BuH 
WQuld promife and engage upon bis honour, that 
the a<fl ftiould be repealed next year. One of the 
committee anfwered J, '* Who can undertake 
f^ for I^rd Buif being minifter next year; gr 
^v for his influence over parliament V 

This application not proving fuccefsful, a card 
from Mr. Jenkinfon, Lord Bute^s confidential fecrc- 
tary, and now JLord Hawkejbury, was brought in 
the evening to Sir James Hodges ^ town clerk o( 
the city, defiring to fee him next mocnttig at 
Lord Bute^s, io Soijih Audley^-ftrcet, uppn parti* 
" , ^ cular bufinefs. Sir ymr$es went, and was intro- 
duced to Lord Bute, by the fecretary: The nit*- 
nifter requefted the town clerk i^ the moft anxi* 

* One of the members for the city ^fl^x^don* 
f One of Lord Bute's confidents* ' 
X Mr. Samuel Freeman* 

Olft 
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( a85 ) 

ous and prefling manner, to acquaint the gentle- Chan 
men of the city committee, that if they would ^j^ 
not prefent their intended petition to the King, ,^5^^ 
he would engage, and did then aigage, to obtain 
a repeal of the aft nc3Ct fcffion. Sir yames re- 
returned into the city, and colleded the com* 
mittce at his office in Guildhall, and laid before 
them a ftate of the conference he had with th^ 
minifter. The committee treated the promife 
with' contempt, faying it was no more than a re? 
petition of the fame aflurance which had been 
made to them the preceding day by Sir Jahn 
Tbiltips. The petition to the Lords, and the per 
tition to the King^ were prcfented ; but without 
effedt. 

• Lord temple prefented the city ^s petition to the 
Houfe of Lords, ( Vlarch 28) on the fecorid read- 
ing of the bill ; and in the courfe of his fpeech 
upon that occafion, mentioned the circumflance 
of Lord Buie^s tampering with the city com? 
mittce. 

Upon which Lord Bute got up, and aflured :he p«n»es i> 
Houfe, ** that the whole was afailious lie^ Hotfcof 

This aflfertion was not only top coarfe, but to© ^°*'°^* 

flroog, to pafs unnoticed* , Proved at 

The corporation of the city of London imme-. Guildhall, 
diat^ly affemhltd, to enquire into the condu<5lof 
the wwn clerk. At this enquiry Sir Jame^ Hodges 
acquitted himfelf to the fatisfadlion of the whole 
court, by a candid and fair narration of all 'the 
preceding i^C(s^ and at the conclufion, be vo- 
luntarily offered to verify the fame upon oath. 

From 
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ChaK Fmai this eticjuiry, it was indifputably clear toA* 

1763. Lord 

•A PORTRAIT. 
... * 

" To draw a fcharaftcr fo much beneath the honours rf 

portraiture} i^ould need apology^ if the caprice of fortune in 

a fit of ill-humour agatnil this nation, had not by giving to 
the original a fituiation for which nature had never defigncd Iiim, 
raifed him into liotic^, and made him in the confequences ad 
obje£i of the public concern. It is only then for the mott 
candid motive of a public utility, to atone for the ighoblenefs 
of the Jyerfonage whofe portrait is here- exhibited ; faithfully 
taken, feai^ire by feature, without any the leaft caricature> 
and too fatally fulfilling the idea of a favourite without merit. 
*« Conllitutionnally Palfe, without fyttem, arid in the moft 
capital points, greatly to his own difadvantage fo; being in 
fa£t;, neither true to others nor to himfelf : Involved t>y the 
neceffity of his nature, lu that vicious circle of being faue 
becaufe weak, and weak becaufe falfe. 

*' Referved, inwardi and darkfoihe; fequeftefed in tome 
meafure from focicty, taking covert in the fliades of embow- 
ered life, as the refuge of vanity from the wounds of cori- 
. tempt. Clandeftine without concealment — fad without for- 
row— domeftic without familiarity — haughty without eleva- 
tion ; nothing great, nothing noble having ever marked his 
tharaftef, or iWuftrated his condu£l, public of private* Re»- 
ducing every thing to his own ideas, that ftandard of littlenefs, 
that mint of falfity. Stubborn without firmnefs, and ambi- 
tious without fpirit. A frigid friend, a mean enemy. Nau- 
feoufly bloated with a ftupid rank, quality pride, without tht 
lair, the eafe, the manners, the dignity of a gentleman. Un- 
geperous, without any very extraordinary note of avarice ; but 
father fo, through that poverty of head and heart, from 
which fo many people of fortune hug themfelves on what thcjr 
imagine faved by the oniiifion of fome //'//& circumftance that 
honour, juftice, or tafte required of them ; though by that 
little fo faved, they not only lofe the much they wiuhave facrl- 
ficed to their various objefts of vanity, but where they befpoke 
admiration, find no returns for their expence Kut juft ccnfurc 
and derifion. Arid furely in this point of vulgar error, among 
the low underf^andings in high life, this poor man was not 
born to break herd* 

" Bookilh without learning ; in his library of parade* » 
infenfible and uncoriverfable on the great objedls of literature, 
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Lord^ BuU finding his cafemet divided trpon CrfA#. 
almoft every queftion- that came before' them ; ^^^^ 
and tearing the Duke of Bedfot^s indignation, 1763. 
. .... . . . -^ whoi'O'^^ 

Bute rc- 

asone icaf and dumt queflioncd on a concert of mufic ; as ^2"*' 
little of a judge as a blind man in a gallery of pictures. A 
dabbler in the fine arts .without grace, without tafle. A tra* 
veller through^ countries i^lthout Teeing fKem, and totally uri- 
acquainteit with lifs o>frn. \ ' 

** In a dull, ungientiil folitudci muddling away what Jeifure 
he may have from falfe'jjIoUticB, arid ruinous counfcls,. in ilii^" 
ihg his poft foHdS with penny prints and pretty pidtiires jcff 
ciwoured fimples, thoife gazing-traps of fimplctbns, and gar- 
nlfhing his knicknickatory with mechanical toys, baubles, and 
gimciacks, or varying his nonfcnfe with' little tricks of che- 
miftry ; while" all thefe futile puerilities have been rendered 
-foil more futile l^y the gloom of a folcmn vifage, ridfco- 
louAy exhibiting the preternatural character of a grave chJlj!* 
Bagatelles thefe, which it would doubtlefs be impertinent, 
• lUiberat, and even 'Uncharitable to mention, were it not for the 
apprehenfion of his having infpired this moft* unroyal tafte for 
trifles where it could not exift,. but at the expence of a time 
and attention, of which the nation could not be robbed without 
capital detriment to it : A circumftance this, that muft draw 
down a ridicule upon his mailer, not tote eafily fhaken off, 
and as much more- hurtful to a 'Prince than a calumny of a 
graver nature, as contempt is ever more fatal to government, 
than even fear or hatred. 

** Too unhappily, alas ! for this nation, chance had thrown 
this egregious trifler into a family whom hi? (lomeftic ftrefghts 
bad favourably difpofed toKvards him* . How he maintained 
and improved his footing into a pernicious afcendant, is fureljr 
beneath curiofity. So much, however, \X would be unfair to 
fupprefs, that the attack on the fame of his political maker, 
was not oaly treated by him with &ch an apathy as had no- 
thing in it of a juft and noble contempt ; but to confummate 
the ingratitude, one of notorioufly the firft inftigators jsf the 
fcandai was inrolled among his intimate confident^afid fujt- 
porters, without even this being the only appearance afforded 
by him of his not being infinjtely^difpleaf^d kt the currency 
of the calumny. '" "^ «' • ' •* 

' ** As to the Royal Pupil, who, by a. much mifplaccd coii- 
^dence, ftfll under his management at the tender age of fuf- 



( 288 ) 

C»A>. Yfho Was on the point of returning front Paris, 

^^^^1^ he fettled an jarriangement in favour of the Duke's 

176a. friends, and retired from his pubiig ftation on 

the eighth d^y of April, 1763, He mnde Mr. 

GnnvilU his fuccefibr f, hoping he (hould, bjr 

that 

ceptibillty of all imprefltoAfy it wli| not well p^ibl^ {or bim 
to prevent a deep-rooted partiality for a choice mailifeftlf not 
tnaide by him, but for hjm* In r^w, uneicpMeoced, un- 
guarded youth, pra^ifed upon by an idfidious ftudj of his 
inclinations not to redify, but \o govern hicn by them : cap- 
tivated by an unremitting attention to H^iPQuriifid pcspetuate 
the natural b^nt of, that age to the lip^hter obje£U of anafr* 
mcnt ; inftituted to an implicit faith m the Ouiq who littered 
bis bead with trifle^, and utiable to corrupt his heart, only 
hardened it like his own againft th^ jreitionftraodes of true 
greatne{s, while warping his underftanding with thr ialfeft no« 
tion? of men and things, and efpecially oi maxims q( ftate, oi 
which himfelf never h^4 fo i^uch as an elementary idea % thus 
deh'vered up to fuch a tutor, how could the Difeipie pcffihly 
cfcape fuch a combination ? — What of eflentially wife mr ma^* 
ixaJiimous could he l^am from fuch a pedlar in politics and 
Doanners ? No one can impart what hinifelf never had. Ho« 
Hour, gratitude, dignity of &}itiment, energy of iincerity, 
tomprehenfivenels ^ vicws» were not in htm to inculcate^ 
Ohftinacy un<ier the ilale diTguife of firmnefs; the royalty of 
repairing a wrong by perfifUng in itt the plaufiible decendes 
of private life, the petty moralities, the minuteoefles of public 
arcangements, the preference of dark juggle, myftery, and 
low artifice to the frank, open fpirit of government; the 
abundant fufEciency of the abfence of g^eat vices, to atoiie 
for the want of great virtues, a contempt of reputation, aiu) 
efpecially that execrable abfurdity in the fovereign of a free 
people, the neg^jcft of |>opularity, were all that the haplefs 

pupil, 

• 

. f When Mr. GriitvUk wa9 appointed fecretary of ftate, 

he was under the oeceflity of foliciting his brother, Lqrd Tern- 

fkp to permit him to be re-ele^led for the town of Buckiojf- 

ham ; and upon hid promotion to the treafury, he repeated 

the (kmeadl of fuj^licatioo. His generous brother faid, it 

would have been a difgrace to government, to have feeo the 

.King's firft minifter a mendicant for a feat in Parliament. 
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thai promotion, dppeafe the Ddke*s choler. -^-^ Chap; 
it was immediately fignified to all the foreign XXIV. 
miniflers, that his Mdjeffy had placed his go- i^elT 

vernment 

pUf^il coiUd poi&tiy Ijram from fiicb a prtbeptor. Moulded by 
fuch ail eternal tutorage, imperceptibly formed hot to govern j 
but to be governed i and from being the lawful pofleffor of a 
great empire, converted into the being himfdf the property of 
a little filly fubje^l ; ftolen thus avfay from himfelf, w-hat re- 
nctains for usi biit ardently to pray that, before it is too lale, 
Ke may be reftored to himfelf i that he may at lerigth enter' 
into the genuine fpirit 6f royalty, alFumte the part he was bom 
to, and have a charaAer of his own ? — ^May he quit a bor- 
t6\<^ed darkncfs for nativt light, never more to exhibit, in 
any the leaft degree, the copy df ail briginal, whom not to 
fefemble would furcly be the honour I Let him give us the 
Sovereign himfelf^ not the favourite at fecond hand 5 or flill 
worfc yet, the favourite's Commis f at fecond hand ! And iii 
this deprecation of detriment and diftiorioiir tb himfelf, there 
canqueftionkfs be nothing difloyal or difrcfpeftful. . 

This teftimbny of a genuine fentimentj takes birth too na- 
turally from the fubjedl With which Jt is corinefted to appear 
a digreflioh ; though in filch a callfe, and in fiich a crilis of 
the times, I (hould have judged even the digreflivenefs meri- 
torious, arid certainly albne the beft apology for a portrait, 
the exhibition of ^hich fi-om any inotive cff piqpe or pcrfona-' 
lity, would be infinitely beneath the meaneft of daubers. 

*^ Here it would beperfedly irifignificapt to fearch out the 
djftiftAion^ trithoiit a difference to the public, whether or notf 
the favourite after that fcandaldusf defertion, v^rhen he as ab- 
jeAly fneaked out of an bftenfible office in the ftatc, as he had 
arftJgintiyftrutted into It, retains individually by himfelf j or 
by his appointment of others, the power of continuing that, 
infernal diao^^ into which he from the firft pliinged affairs, at^ 
tht time that through his cloudy imbecility it fcf fbofl thick- 
ened in the clear of the faireft horizon that ever tantalifed a 
country with the prbmifc of meridian fplendor. It is enough 
to obferve, that fince his having delivered up to his own pa- 
rirfites that mailer whom he thus inade the centre of thiir pal- 
try cabals,' and the prey of their fordid Tajadoiifiiefs^ it ap- 

f Lord Hawklbury, ' " '"* 

4 Vci*. I; . U .( : . . pear$| 
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Chap, vemment in the hands of Mr, GrenvilTe, Lord 
XXIV. 
,^^^,^.^^^ Halifax^ and Lord Egremont; and as foon as 

1763. the other arrangernenis were made, (the particu^ 
Tars of which, the reader wili fee in the lift of 
adminiftraiions at the end of the work}, the 
feflion was clofed on the nineteenth of Aprih 

It was upon the fpeech delivered at the clofe 
of this feflioiv that the North Briton made thofe 
obfervations, which drew upon the fuppofed 
author, an illegal and vindidive exertion of all 
the power and malice of government. The par- 
ticulars of this intevefting affair, have beeft 
amply ftated in fcveral books. In Jtinini's ad- 
pears, at Icaft, from the identity of fpiritleflnefs, cff infenfi- 
bllity to honour, of want of plan, and of the total difordcr 
m which we fee things for ever languifliing, that the fame 
deftrudlive impulfion flill fubfifls j while none could collaterally 
be admitted into any participation of truft, but fuch as would 
wink hard, and at leaft, pretend not to fee through that grofs 
illufion, with which a natural defire of not appearing to be 
governed, might blind a Prince, without impofing on any but 
himfelf. The joke of holding committees with refpe Aivc 
minifters of departments, paffes on ro one. In vain would 
the maftcr take blame upon himfelf, and father errors not his 
own. The wires of motion to the will Iiave Been too clumfily 
worked, not to be feen, however they may not havebecn felt. 
Add, that the primary caufe may, by tjie faireft eveiligation, 
be brought home to that unhappy man, whom chance bad 
thrown into a channel of power to do much good, or much 
mifchief. The lall he has mechanically done, without per- 
haps much meaning it, coming upon the fcene, with abfo- 
lutely every thing in his favour, except himfelf. All prejudice 
then apart, mark in him to his Prince a tutor without know- 
ledge, a minifter without ability, a favourite without grati- 
tude, llie very anti-genius of politics. The curfe of Scot- 
land. The difgrace of his maftcr. The defpair of the nation, 
»nd the difdain of hiilory." — PuhUc jidvertifer^ Augufi 30, 
177^ 

drefs 
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drefe to the King, originally putiliitied 6n the Chap». 
ipthof December 1769, are thefe wordsi **TheJ^*^ 
^* deftrudibn of one man, has been for many 116%. 
^V yeaw, the fole objedtof -Jrourgovfernmerit.'* 
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C H A P. XXV. 



Interview between Mr. Pitt and Lord Bute-^Confe^ 
fences between the King and Mr. Pitt — Treaty of 
Connivance — Mr. Pitt at Court — His remark-^ 
Lord Hardwickis conduH. 

CHAf, xIj ARLY in the month of Auguft 1763, a 
^^^^^.^^ circumftance happened, which threw the miniftry 
1763- into fome diforder and perplexity. This was the 
fuddcn death of the Earl of Egremont. The mi- 
nifters had rendered themfelves odious to Che 
nation by fiipporting the meafures of the late 
adminiftration, and the meafures of the court, 
in the perfecution of Mf* IVilkes. Notwithftand- 
ing Lord Bute had recommended them to their 
fituations, as the bargain of his own efcape ; yet 
he grew impatient under the profcription he bad 
impofed on himfelf ; and apprehending that their 
removal would be received with fatisfadion by 
the public, he feized this opportunity, which 
the death of the fecretary of ftate afforded, and 
the vacancy of the prefident*s chair, which 'had 
not been filled fmce the death of Lord Grenvilhf 
to form a new adminiftration ; not fo much with 
a view of manifefting his influence, as of efFedl- 
ing his own emancipation. He fixed his atten- 
tion upon Mr. Pitt. His wi(h was to form an 

admi- 
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adminiftraiion under the aufp|(;e$ of that^nile- Cha?. 
man : For this purpofe, be feut Hdrry Bjrfkm to ^^^* 
Mr. Alderman Beckford, folicitingthe Alderman's """T^S?^ 
jiniereft with Mr, Pitt^ to procure an interview ^"JV?*^^ 
for Lord Butt. The propofal was accepted, and ju^^^ ^ 
Lord Bute waited on Mr. Pitt^ at his houfe in 
JernjyQ-ftreet, on 1 hurfday the gjthof Auguft, 
'1763, Lord Har/li»ich, in a letter which b(5 
wrote to his fon, Lord Royfion\ gives the folfow^ 
ing account of this interview, and of Mr. Pittas 
two conferences with the Kiqg ; whipb took plati? 
\n confequence of it, 

« I HAVE heard the whole from the Duke of NettU 
cqphy and on Friday morning de fottrce from Mr, 
Pitt. It IS as ftrange as it is long, fpr I belieyc it is the 
nioft extraordinary tranfaftion that ever happened in any 
court in Europej leven in times as extraordinary as the 
prefent. 

" It began as to the fubftance, by ^ njeffagc from my 
Lord B — p— tf, to Mr, Pitt at Hayes, through my Lord 
Mayor, to give him the meeting frivateJy at fome third 
jplace. This his Lordfhip (Lord B.) afterwards altered 
by a note from himfelf, faying, diat as he loved to da 
things openly, he would come to Mr. Pitf^ houfe in 
Jcrmyn-ftreet, in broad day-light. They met accord- 

ingly, and Lord B ^, after the firft compliments,^ 

frankly acknowledged^ that his Miniftry coujd not go on^ 

and that the was convinced of it, and therefore he 

(t^prd B.) defired that Mr, Pitt would open himfelf 
frankly and at large, and tell him his ideas of things and 
perfons with the utmoft freedom* After much excufe 
and hanging back, Mr. Pitt did fo with the utmoft free- 

clom indeed, though with civility. Lord B r, heard 

with great attention and patience ; entered into no de- 
jfenpc % but at laft faid, «* If thefc are your opinions, why 

ftould 

* Sunday. 
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Chak. (hould you not tdl them to the << -*«-«-» himfelf, whot \s^lll 
XXV. 4M not be unwiUing tohcar you V*-^How can /, wy JLorif^ 

\^r^^ prefume U go U the — — ^ v^ am not of his Council j nor in 
. *7^1» his jervice^ and have no pretence to aji an audience ?, Tie, 

. prefumption would be too great, «• Biit foppoTe his M ^— y 

<*' fhould order you to attend him) 1 prefume, Sir^ yo.|i 
*' would not refufe it/'-— T^^ ?■ ^ - I f cqmt(nan4 ^vouid 
make it my dutj^ {inJ IJbould certflinlj obey it, 

*« This was on hft Thurfday fe'nhight*. On the ftex t 
Confc- ^JJ^y (Friday) Mr. Pi« received from the — - ^/i open mtc 
^^"f"l unfeaUd^ requiring hina to attend bis M y j on Satui:- 
X*Dff ^ ^*y noon, at the Queen's Palace in the Park. In obe* 
* ?* dicnce fcereto, Mr. Pit( went oti Saturday at noon- day- 
through the Mall in his gouty chair, the boot of wimrfi 
(as he faid himfelf ) makes it ^s ni,uch known as if \^s 
name was writ upon it, to the Q ^ ■■ 's Palace. He was 
immediately carried into the'clofct, received very graci- 

pufly, and his M y began in l|ke i^^ijer as hif guon^ 

dam favourite had done, by ordering him to tell him his 
opinion of things and perfons at targe, and with the nu 
moft freedom ; and, I think, did in f\ib(lance make tkie 
like confeiBon, that he thought his prefent minifterfe 
could not go on. J he audience lafted three hours, and 
Mr. Pitt went through the whole upon both heads more 
fully than he had done to Lord B-^Ci but with great 
complaifance and douceur to the — : and his M y 
gave him a very gracious accueil, and heard with great 
patience and attention. And Mr. Pit( afHrms, that in 
general, apd upon thd^mofl mater jal points, he appeared 
by his manner, and many of his esipreffions, to be con* 
vinced. Mr. Pitf went thrpugli the infirmities of the 
peace*, ^he things neceflary and hitherto negle&ed to 
improve and preferve it j the prefent ftate of the nation, 
both foreign and dqmeftic ; the great Whig families and 
perfons which had been driven from his Majcfty's coun- 
cil and fervice^ which it would be for his intereft to re<> 
Jlore. In doing this he repeated many names, upon 
^vbiph hia^ M— y told him there was pen, ink, and 
paper, and he wilhed lie would write them down. Mr. 
Pitt humbly excufed himfelf, faying^ jf/j^/ would h^-m 
\'' _ " ' ' \" ' ■' '■ ^ '" nsiicji 

* Auguft ?5. - .* 
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tnuch for him to take upon him, and he might upon i/is Chap. 
fncmpry omit fome material perfons, which might te XXV. 

fubje£l to imputation. The ftill faid, he liked to -w^-^i-i^ 

hear him, and bid him go on, but {aid now and then 4763. 
<|hac his honour muft be confulted ; to whjch Mr. Pitt 
anfwered in a very courtly manner. His M y or- 
dered him to come again on Monday » which he did, to 
the fame place, and in the fame public manner. 

«« Here comes in a parenthefis, that on Sunday Mr. 
J^itt went to Claresnont, and acquainted the D. of New- 

<afile with the whole, fully pcrfuaded frctm the -'. *s 

manner and behaviour, that the thing would do ; and 
that on Monday the outlines of the new arrangement 
"would be fettlfd^ This produced the meiTages to Ithofe 
liords who were fent for, Mr. Put undertook to write 
to the Duke of Dev^n/bire and the Marquis of Rocking' 
Jiom^ and the Duke of NcwcaJlU to myfelf. 

<* But behold the cataftrophe of Monday*. The 

received him equally gracioufly ; and that audience laft^d 
near two hours. The — began, that he bad confi- 
dered of what had been faid, and taiked^ftill more 

flrotigly of bis honour. His M y then mentioned 

Lord Norihumherland X for theTreafury, ftill proceeding 
upon the fuppofition of a change. To this Mr. Pltt^ he- 
iitat^d an objeftion-^^that certainly Lord Nerthumberland 
might be coniidered, but that he Qiouldoot have thought 

of him for the Treafury. His M then mentioned Lord 

HalifapQ for the Treafury. Mr. Pitt (aid, fuppofe your 
M. ihould think fit to give his Lordihip the paymafter's 

place. The replied, — « But, Mr. Pi//, I had de- 

*< figned that for poor G. Grenville* He is yojux ne^r 
<' relation, and you once loved him." To this the onjy 
anfwer made was a low bow. And now here c6mes the 
tait. « Why," fays his M , « Ihould not Lord 

^ Auguft 29. 

X This was an idea at that time fo grange, that it 
<c^ld not be explained until about fix or feven months after- 
wards, when an alliance took place between Lord Northum-^ 
jberland*^ eldeft fon and Lord Bute's daughter, which in effedl 
made Lord Northumberland b, part of Lord Bute's family, and 
IMrhich feems tp have been at this time in contemplation. 
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Chap. '* Temple have the Trcafury ? You could go *on then 
XXV. " ^^^7 well.** — Shf the per/on ivhom ytmjbali think JSt to 
•-^r^w' honour tvith the chief conduH of your Affairs^ cannot pofjfibly 
1 763. S^ ^^ without a t^eafury conneBed vfith hint. But that nhne 
witt do nothing. It cannot be carried on withmt the great 
families ivho have fupported the Revolution Gaverfiment, etf/d 
other great per/ons^ of who/e abilities and integrity the fmhl/c 
has had e^cperience, and ivho have weight and tredit in the 
nation* I fbotddonly deceive your M * 3 if Ifhould league 
yon in an opinion ihaf I could go on, and your M — •— mair a 
folid admintfiration on any other fo/ot. ^ Weil, 'Mr. J?/«#, 
" I fee (ot I fear) this won't do. My honour is con- 
*' cerncd, andl muft fupport itV-^Etftc finitaefi fnbiia. 
Vos valetey but I cannot with afafe confciehcc add, 
plaudite. I have made my fkcleton larger than I intended 
:at firft, and I hone you will undcrftand' it. Mf. Fiti 
profcfles himfelf firmly pcrfuaded, that my Lord* -ff-^ 

was fincere at firft, and that the was rn eattieft' the 

firft day ; but that on the intermediate day, ^Sunday) fome 
ftrong effort was made, which produced the alteration. 
« Mri Pitt likewife affirms, that if he was examined 
upon oath, he could not tell upon what this negociation 
broke off, whether upon any particular point, or upon 
the general complexion of the whole^ 

*« It will certainly be given out, that the reafon was 
the uhreafonable extent of Mr. P///'s plan — a general 
rout; lind the minority, after having complained fo much 
of profcripjions, have endeavoured to profcribe the ma- 
jority. I alked Mr. Pitt the dlredl queftion, and he 
affurcd me, that although he thought himfelf obliged to 
name a great many perfons for hi? own exculpation, yet 
he did not name above five or fix for particular places. I 
muft tell you that one of thefe was your humble fervant 
for the Prefident's place. This was entirely without my 

authority or privity. But thq 's anfwer was, " WHy, 

<f Mr. Pitty it is vacant and ready for him, and he knows 
** he may have it to-morrow, if he thinks fit." 

** I conjeftured that this was ftid with regard to what 
had paffed with poor Lord Egremcnty which made me 
think it neceffary to tell Mr.- Pitt in general what had 
paffed with that Lord (not owning that his Lordfliip had 
' " ' ; ^ ' "• ' " • offered 
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pficTCji.* it dircaiy ip^Ac' — j-^suame) ami whitl had .CwikF. 
aofwcMdy which he> ia his wa]% much commended. XXV. 

" This obliges me to defire, that you will fend by the Vi^-'V"-'^ 
bearer my letter toyou> which you were to communicate 'T^S* 
to my Lord- Lyiiltton^ that I maf ice how I have ftated it 
jthei^e, for I have np copy-, . • - 

^* I (hall now make you laugh, though fpme parts of 
what goes before make me melancholy to fee the — i — fo 
* committed, and his M. fubmitting to it, &c^ But what 
I mean will make you laugh is> that the miinfters are fo 
ftung with this admiflion, that they cannot go on, (and 
wh^t has pafled on this occafion will certainly make tJbens 
lefs able to go on,) and with my Lord B-^\ having thu$ 
carried them to market in his pocket, that tbfy fay Lord 
J?-^ has attempted to fa<;rifice theo) to his qwn fears and 
timidity \ that they do nqt depend upon him, and will havQ 
nothing more to do with him. And I have b^en vety ere- 
dibly informed, that both |x>rd Halifax and George Gre/i' 
villa have declared that he is to go beyond the fea, aqd 
refide for a twelvemonth or more. You know a certain 
Cardinal was twice exiled out of France, and goverped 
France' as abfolutely whilft^he fxras abfent as when he wa^ 
prefent." 

To the preceding ftatementof Lord Hardwifke, 
it is proper to make fome additions. The five 
pr fix other perfonst whom, his Lordthip fays 
Mr. Pin pamed for places, were the follow- 
ing:— 

Lord TempU for firft lord of the treafury, 
with power to name his own board. 

Mr. Jmnes Grenvilk for chancellor of the ex- 
chequer ♦. 

* Mr. C. Townjhend^i explanation of this rcfiifal \ya8 in 
jhefc words, " Lord Hardmjicke refufed Lord Egremonf^ offer 
*' becaufe he thought the hefi of the lay was on the other 
« fide." 

* He was fecond brother to Lord Temple. He wa& a«uin 
of excellent erudition and fine underftanding. When Lord 
Temple and Lord Chatham differed in 1766, he adhered to 
Lord Chatham^ and continued in that attachment to the death 
of his Lord (hip, whom he did not long furvive. 

■ ' ' Himfclf 
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Himfelf fecretary of-ftatc 
Mr. C Towrtfbend fecretary of fiafe, with the 
1763* management of the Houfe of Commons. 
Lord AlbimarJe at the head o£ the ar £Dy. 
Sir Edward Hawh at the head of the admi- 
rahy. 
On Sunday, between the two confcrenccsr ccr- 
jkon"i7- ^^iP advice was given, which broke off the ne- 
iipcc. gociaiiop. Lord Bute haJ the merit of bringing 
it on, and to him is to be afcribed the caufe of 
its failure. It was fignified to Lord fi»//, that^if 
he turned out the miniftry, his own impeatbment 
fliould bethe^confequeqce. He took fright ; and 
again compounded for his fafety. But the roi- 
nifters infifted upon his Quitting London, and he 
agreed to p^ifs the winter at his n.ew eftate in 
Bedfordlhire. When this profcription wae fet- 
tled, the Duke of Bedford took the prefident's 
chair, Lord Sandmsb was made fecreiary of ftate, 
and Lord Egmont had the admiralty. His Grace 
taking an official fituation, the adminiftraiion ac- 
quired the appellation of the Duke .of Beifor£s 
' Minijlry. Lord Mekombe's words are the moft 
proper commentary on this ** treaty of conni- 
vance" (as Mr. Pitt called itjr-// is all for quar- 
ter day^ 
Mr. Pitt On VVcdnefday ( Auguft 3 1 ,) fubfequent to the 
at court, j^^ conference with which hi$ Majcfty honoured 
Mr. P///, Lord Tmple md Mr. ?//r went to St. 
James's to pay their duty to his Majefty, they 
were received in the moft gracious manner and 
his Majefty in the moft obliging terms faid to Mr. 
mik'" /V//, " I hope, Sir, you have not fuffcred by 

'* ftanding 
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f^ ftandffig fo long oa^Mbtwiay.^* Upcaxlliis 6a- 
xafiotiiMr. Pi^/faidtcKhiairieods^ •* HisMajdty 
•? is the gi^eamft cotirticr itr his court.*' 

AhboBgh Lord Hardwivke dnd the 'Dufee fif 
Nnvcnjiie aflredcd to: be well pleafed.mth Mf. 
Pitt's conduft in this negociation, .yei Lord 
Harctwicke was vcrjr defirous of a placerat court, 
and would certainly hare. accepted of Lord Egn- 
fUGnt's offer^ if he could have prevailed upon 
JjordBute to have revived the Duke of .New- 
c^fthyandiWQor tbrfaei of hilS: Grace's friends at 
the fame time. But Lord: Eg r^mont would not 
uodertabe a r>cgociation with Lord Bui^ for thai 
purpofe, and Lord Hardwicke could not open one 
himfelf, having no dircft communication with 
Lord Bute^ nor any oflenfible pretence. Evien in 
the prefenj defign of making fpme alterations in 
the tniniftry, the application vyas not made to 
him, but to Mr. Pitt. From motivps of policy, 
he concealed his difapprobation of this pre- 
ference given to Mr. Pitt. Upon the dif- 
charge of Mr. fFilkes, by the chjef juftice of the 
Common Pleas, he attended the levee and draw- 
ing-room, accompanied hy the Duke of Ne^m- 
Cffjlle, and a few of thpir friends. Finding thi$ 
bait not to fucceed, he afterwards courted favour, 
by avowing in all companies, his opinion to be 
totally different from the judicial judgment of 
the chief juftice: and he aduaUy formed a league 
with the Duke of Newcajile and others, to deter- 
mine in parliament, that the chief juftice Iiad 
done wrong, in rekafing a member of parlia- 
ment 
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€HAf . mcnt from confinement for a libel, upon a pica 
_, r-f -Ij of pi^ivilege, by an implied ccnfure, in a vote, 
1764. declaring, That privilege of parliament did not 
extend to a libel. And this accounts for the pro- 
ted upon that queftion, not being (igned by the 
Duke of Niwcajlle, Lord Hardwich, Lord ReH:k- 
ingham^ Lord S0ndes, &c. At the meeting of the 
Lords in the minority at Devonftiiro-houfe, to 
fettle the words of the proteft, the Duke of New- 
caftU excufed himfelf from figning it, by relating 
this agreement with his friend Lord Hardwicke ; 
who at that time was confined by fickncfe, an4 
lyho died by ficknefs three months aftcrwardst 
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CHAP. xxvr. 



Meeting of Parliameni'^Serviliiy df the Commons ) . 
6f the Speaker-^F€rfatihty--^f^ote awdy their onxm 
privilege-^Royal Apothegm^^Tbe North Briton*^ 
Mr. Pitt*s fpeecb ogainj the jMrifice of Privi- 
lege. 

\J N the fifteenth of November, 1763, parlia- Chap. 

ment met. The moment the Commons were XXVI. 

returned to their own Houfe from the Lords, ,'' 

Mr. GrenviUe and Mr. ff^ilkes rofe together. 

each was eager to addrefs the Houfe. Mr. of pVriia^ 

GrenviUe to deliver the commands of the King-^ n>cnt. 

Mr. fVilke^ to complain of a breach of privilege. 

By the fettled forms of the Houfe, the breach f^^hc^^ 

of privilege ought to have been heard Hrft. But Commons. 

the Speaker, as previoufly dire<5ted, pointed to 

Mr. Granville. 

The reader muft have perceived in the courfe 
of thcfe flicet^, that the corruption of parlia- 
Aient, or, ^s it is falhionably called, the manage- 
ment of parliament, is become an indifpenfible 
part of the mechamfm of government. The Of the 
particular fervility of the Speaker has been no*- ^pw^^'- 
ticed feveral times— by Mr. Pit4 himfclf, in his 
fpeech for the repeal of the American ttamp. • 
adt, ... 

This parliament, xuhich had been elcdled VerfatHi- 
ivhile the Whigs were in office— which bad fup- ty. 

ported 
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Chap, ported them and dcferted them— which had fup* 

^^^Y^ ported Lord Bute^ and defcrted him alfo— wa$ 

1763. now the inftrumem of ihe Duke oi Bedford an6. 

Mr. GrenvilU t fiich meafuj-es as they found nc- 

ceffary for the cftabliflimcnt of their fituations, 

Voteawa ^^'^ parliament readily fnpported. This parlia-* 

their own men t voted away its own privilege, in the cafe 

privilege. Qf ^ \\\y^\ ^^ ^^^ requlfition of the miniflber, to 

gratify the King, in accelei-ating the puniftuRcbt 

of Mr. fP'ilkes*'; thereby facrificihg not their 

own privileges only I bat thofe of their coafli- 

tuents, and pofterity. The Lords, adopting a 

vote of this fort, could aflfeft only themfelves. 

But the privileges of the Commons areeodnedl- 

ed with the rights of the people. One cannot 

be facrificed without injuring the other., As the 

matter now ftands, any obnoxious tnember or 

members may be cafily got rid of. The King 

oir his minifter has only to charge him or them 

with being the author or publilher of a libel ; 

or if neither the King nor minifter chafes to 

* Mr. Wtlhes was difcharged from clofe ynprifoninpi^t lU 
tbe Tow€r on account of his privflege. The warrant of Com- 
mitment was not held to be illegal. A member of pariiament 
may therefpre be committed for a libel before. triaL And 
whether a paper be a libel or not, is a matter of difcretion in 
the judgment of the King^ his mlniftery or his attorney ge- 
nerial. And as to witneffesy they are Always to be bad. 
jilgemon Sidney*'^ words, upon the laft point, ^rc /* Falfi 
*^ ^ witn^es zxt fcnt out to circumvent the moft eminent men. 
*' The tribunals are filled widi fwrt fari^est of protlgkie 
** confciences, fortunes, and reputation* that no oian.ixuiy 
«* efcape who is brought before them. If crimes arc wanting 
** the diligence of wdl chofen officers and prbfecutors, with 
<< the favour of the judges, fi^ply aU defedis. The Aiwt it 
. «* made ayiiarr.'V—^tfr/or<&,^. 214. ». 
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be feen in it, they can order' the Attorney Ge- Ck ap* 
ueral to do it by his information ex officio. — XXIV. 
When Charles the Fnfi wanted to feizc the five ,763, 
xhembers, he was too precipitate. Had he taken 
the modern mode, he would have fucceeded. 
It is related as one of the royal apothegms, that j^^^^j 
his Majefty, fpeaking of Charles the Firft, faid, apotlicgmu 
He nvas a good King, but did not know bow to 
govern by a parliament. 

Mr. Grenville having delivered the King*s mef- 
fage, dating that his Majefty had caufed Mr. 
tyUkes to be apprehended and fccured for writ- 
ing a libel, and that he had been releafed on bis 
piivilege, &c. the Houfe took this matter in- 
Jlanily into confideraiion, and voted an addreft 
of thanks for his Majefly's gracious communi- 
cation. The ufual addrefs, in reply to the 
fpeech on opening the feflion, was not mention- 
ed this day. And Mr. IVilkes^s complaint of a 
breach of privilege, by the imprifonment of his 
perfon, plundering his houfe, and feizing his 
papers, was put off to the twenty-third. 

The Houfe immediately voted the North Briton Honh 
a libel, although it was one of their own eflen- Briton a 
lial privileges always to treat the King*s fpeech * ' 
as the fpeech of the minifter. 

The right of either, or both Houfes of parlia- 
ment to declare any paper a libel which is to be 
tried by another jurifdidion, may, in fome fu- 
ture day, become a queftion. Such a declara- 
tion is, undoubtedly a prejudgment of the pa- 
per« and cannot fail obtaining an influence on 
the minds of the jury who are ro try the caufe. 

On 
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On the twenty-third of Noycmbcr^ Mr. JVilhe/s com- 
plaint of a breach of privilege was taken into confidera- 
' tiori 5 when it was refolvcd, that privilege of parliament 
^7^^ did not extend to the bafe of writing or publifliing a 
libel. On this day Mr. /'i/Zattended, although fo feverei 
Mr. Pitt jy affliaed with the gout, that he was obliged to be fup- 
on privi- ported to his feat. He fpokc ftrongly dgainft this fur- 
tlf^^hT "th ^^^^^^ ^^ *^^ privileges of parliament, as highly danger- 
Briton ^^^ ^^ ^^ freedom df parliament, and an infringement 
M.S. ^^ ^^^ rights of the people. No man, he fa id, could 
condemn the paper or libel nidre than he did : But he 
wduld come at the author fairly^ not by dn open breach 
of the cdnftitutioti, and a contempt of all reilraint. This 
propofed facrifice of privilege, was putting every mem- 
ber of parliametit, who did not vote with the minifter, 
under a perpetiial terror of imprifonmentj To talk o^ 
an abuie of privilege, was to talk againft the conftitu- 
tion, againft the very being and life of parlianient. It 
was an arraignment of the juftice. and honour of par- 
liamc'nt to fuppofe, that they would proteft any crimi- 
nal whatever. Whenevei* a complaint was rtiade againft 
any member, the Houfe could give him up. This pri- 
vilege had never been abufed; it had been rcpofed 
in parliament for ages. But take away this privilege^ 
and th€ whole parliament is laid at the mercy of me 
crown. * This privilege having never been abufed, why 
then is it to be voted away ? Parliament, be faid, haci 
no right to vote away its privileges. They were the in- 
herent right of the fucceeding members of that Houfei 
as wen as of the prcfent* ' And he doubted whether the 
facrifice by that Houfe was valid, and conclufivc againft 
the claim of a future parliament. With refpedt to the 
paper itfelf, or the libel which had given preteflce for 
this requeft to furrender the privileges of parliament, the 
Houfe had abreaoy voted it a libel ^ — he joined in that 
vote. He condemned the whole feries of North Bri- 
/ tons ; he called them illiberal, unmanly, and defcftable. 
He abhorred aJl national rcflaftbns. The King's fub- 
jedls were one people. Whoever divided theci> was 
guilty of fedition. His Majefty's complaint was well 
founded, it was juft, it was neceflary. The author did 
not deferve to be ranked among the human fpecies^ 
he waa the bhfphemcr of hi^ God, and the libeller o^ 

his 
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his King, tie had tib corincftion with him* He had -, 
no connedlion with ahy fuch writer. He neither affo- vvy r* 
ciated nor communicated with any fuch. It was true, 
he had friendihipi, and warm ones ; ht hid obligations, ^^^T" 
*and"grcat ones ; but no friendfliips, no obligations could 
induce him to approve what he firmly condemned. It 
might be fuppofed that he alluded to his noMe relation 
f Lord Temple), He was proud to call him his relation ; 
he was his friend, his bofom friend 9 whofe fidelity was as 
unftiaken as his virtue. They went into office together, 
and they came out together — they had lived together, 
and would die together. He knew nothing of any con* 
rteaion with the writer of the libel. If there fubCfted 
any, he was totally unacquainted with it. The dignity, 
the honour of parliament, had been called upon to fup- 
port and protcft the purity of his Majefty's ehara^l^r > 
and this they had done by a ftrong and decifive condem- 
nation of the libel, which his Majeily had fubmitted to 
the confideration of the Houffe. But having done this, 
it was neither confident with the honour and fafety oJE 
patliament, nor with the rights and interefts of the peo- 
ple, to go one ftep farther. The Tcft belonged to the 
courts below. 

When he had finiftied fpeaking, he left the. Houfe, 
not being able to ftay for the diviuon. 
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CHAP. XXVII. 

Prince of Brunfwick vifits Mr. Pitt at Hayes-^ 
^eftion conserning General IVarrants — Mr. Pittas 
Speech againft them. . 

Q^^^ In the month of Januray 1764, the Prince 
XXVli. of Brunfwick caiHe to England to efpoufe the 
^''"'^r^VxinQtk Augujia, the King^s fifter. When ihe 
^* ceremonies .were ended, he paid a vifit to Mr. 
Prince of Pitt, who was Confined to his chamber by a fe- 
^r""^^ vere fit of the cout, at his feat ax Hayes ia 
Mr. Pitt. Kent. This vifit was very far from being agree- 
able at St. James's. The Prince was juft dome 
from Berlin ; and whether rhe conjefture was 
well founded or not, that he carried a compli- 
mentary meffage from the King of PruJ/ia to 
Mr. Pitt, the vifit at lead (hewed the high efli- 
mation in which Mr. Pitt was held by the Prince, 
the King of PruJ/ia and his allies, Who at this 
time were Ruffia and Poland ; while we were 
without^ any ally, and the great minifter of this 
country, who had conduced the war with (o- 
much honour to himfelf and advantage to the 
nation, was profcribed at court and deferied in 
parliament. Hfe was retired to Hayes— to his 
ability, glory and integrity— where this young 
Prince diftingxiilhed him by the moft gracious 
marks of efleem dh& aflTcflion, filled with fcn- 

timents, 
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timents, which Were known to be fimilar to Cha^. 
thoie of the King of Prufta, and the Emprefs of ^^^^I- 
the North. After this circumftance, his Serene 1^5^. 
Highnefs did not fexperiencc the mod cordial 
reception at the Britifti court, and he was per- 
mitted to ettibark for the continent, in a very 
dangerous and tempeftuous.feafon.* 

On the fourteenth of February, 1764, Sir fV. Gcnctal 
Meredith moved, '* That a general warrant for^*™'^'*' 
*' apprehending and fcizing the authors, prin- 
** tcrs and publifliers of a fcditious libel, toge- 
*' ther with ihcir papers, is not warranted by ' 
•* law." Seconded by Sir G. Savile. Although 
the conftitution, the law of the land> common 
fcnfe, and the ftridl principles of juftice, ail 
united in condemning a general warrant, yet all 
the officers of government, all the fubalterns of 
minifttfrs, all the people who call themfelves 
King^s Friends, and all whom ihefe could com- 
mand or influence, periinacioufly defended, not 
indeed the legality^ 'for that was impoffible, but 
the neceflity of poflcfling a power to iffue war- 
rants, whenever the fccretary of ftate in his dis- 
cretion Ihould think fit. The debate having 

* tn the pampUet entitled FaSion Unmq/ked, there is an 
anecdote of this Prince, which feems to infinuate, that the 
efie6^8 of this vifit were not confined to an embarkation in 
ftormy weather. The words are thefe, <*When General 
*^ Spoerken died, the Duke of Brunfwick wxflied to facceed 
'< him in the command at Hanover \ and from his having 
** fought our batdes, and married our Eling's fifter, every 
« body in Germany and England thought his claim fo juft, 
'< he would undoubtedly be appointed, but the Queen's 
** brother, a youth at that time, was preferted to him." 
Edit. ^790, /. 103. 

X z cor.tinued 
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Cmr. conilnued ail night, was adjourned to the feven* 
vS^- tcenth. 

Oh the adjourned debate, Mr. Pin being able to af- 
Mr. Pitt's t^;^^ fpokc in favour of the motion. He bcg^n with 
Ipccch obfcrving, that all which the crown had defircd, all which 
againft nuniflers had wiibed, was accomplifhed in the convic- 
M s ^*°" ^"^ expulfion of Mr. Wilkes : it was now the duty 
*•' of the Houfe to dojufticeto the natioa, to.the ponfti- 
tutipn, and to the law. Minifters had refafed to lay the 
warrant before the Houfc, becaufe they were confcioOT 
of its illegality. And yet thefc mimfters, who aiFeA fo 
much regard for lirberty and the conftitution, ^rc ardently 
dcGxons of rctainmg for thcmfeltes, and their fuccef- 
fors, a power to do an illegal aft. Neither the,. law of- 
ficers of the crown, nor tnc minifter himfelf, had at-* 
tempted to defend the legality of this wacrant. When* 
ever goaded upon the point, they had evaded it. He 
therefore did not hefitate to fay, that there was not a 
man to be found of fufficient profligacy to defend this 
warrant upon the principle of legality. It was no ju(ii<- 
ficafion, he faid, that general warrants h^d been iflued. 
Amongft the warrants which were laid before the Houfe 
to (hew the praftice of office, there were two which 
had been ilTued by himfelf, but they were not againft 
libels. One was, for the feizure of a number of perfons 
on board a (hip going to. France j the other, for appre- 
hending the Count de St, Germain^ a fufpefted foreigner ; 
and both in a time of war with France* Upon iSuing 
the latter warrant, he confult^d his friend, the Attorney 
General, (who was afterwards Lord Camden) who told 
him the warraiU would be illegal,, and if he ifltied it he 
muft take the copfequences; neverthelefs preferring tlie 
general fafety in time of war and public dang^ to every 
perfonal confuleration, he run the riik, 39 he would of 
his head, had that been the forfeit upon the Hke motive, 
and did an extraordinary 7i£k againd a fufpicious fo- 
reigner, juft come from France \ and who was concealed 
^t different limes in different houfes. The real exigency 
of time, and the apparent necciTity of the thing, wouldi 
in his opinion, always juftify a fecrctary of fVatc in 
every extraordinary aCt of power. In the prefent cafe, 

there 
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there was no neceffity for a general warrant. Minifters Chap. 
knew all the parties. The plea of neceffity could hot XXVIl. 
be utged 5 thferc was nfo prdterrce for it. The flfation \j^:-y-o 
was in perfiA tranquility. The fafety of the ftate wa$ 17^4* 
in. HO danger. The charge was, the writing and pub- 
lifliing a libd. What was there In. this crime, fo hei- 
itous and t^rriMe, as to requlffc thJs fbrmidaWe inftrir- 
menti; which, like an izkQtidatian of ikrater, bort dcrwa 
all the barriers and fences of happinefs and fecurity ? 
Parliament had voted away its own privilege, and laid 
the pcrfonal freedom of every reprefenfative of the na- 
tion at the mercy of his Majcfty's Attorney General. Hid 
parliament fee the extent of this furrender which they 
K&d.niade ? Thdt they had deeided upon the opajieftafele 
rights of the people, by fubjeftipg their reprefexttattves' 
to a reftraint of their pcrfons, whenever the minifters 
or the attorney general thought proper. The extraor- 
dinary and wanton exercife of an illegal power in this 
cafe, admits of no juftification, nor even palliation. It 
was an indulgence of a perfonal refentment againft a 
particular perion : And the condemnation of it is evaded 
by a pretence that is/al/e, is a mockery of juftice, ami an 
impofition on the Houfe. We are told, that this warrant 
is pendente lite ; that it will come under judicial decifion, 
in the determination of the court on the bills of excep- 
tion 5 and, therefore, that parliament ought not to de- 
clare any judgment upon the fubjedv In anfwer to this, 
he faid, that whenever the bills of exceptions came to be 
argued, it would be found, that they turned upon oiher 
points. Upon other points he repeated. He was confi- 
dent in his afl'ertion. He concluded with faying, that 
if the Houfe negatived the ipotion, they would be the 
difgrace pf the prefent age, and the reproach of polle- 
rity; who, after facrificing their own privileges,- had 
abandoned the liberty of the fubjeft, upon a pretence 
that was wilfully founded in error, and manifelily urg- 
ed for the purpofe of delufion. 

Upon a motion being made for adjourning the 
debate for four months, the numbers were 234 for 
the queftion, and 220 'gainft it. 

The 
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Chap. The Right Honourable Cb^rJfs Tqwnjbini^ 
XXVII. who at this time was in oppofuion to the mini- 
^"■^1^7^ ftry, faid to Mr. F///, as they entered the Houfe, 
that they fhould be in the majority that night. 
It w^s certainly his opinion, for he faid after^ 
wards to feveral of his friends, that he was coiTh 
fident they went into the Houfe a majority; but 
that LJoyd*, who had the minjfter's private poehi 
bookf, made converts before the diyidod. 

♦ Mr. Charks Lloydy who was Mr. Grenvi&^s frhaif 
(ccrctary. 

f The term given to the nuiuftcr*8 lift of members. 
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CHAP.- XXVIIL 



0ir ff^illiatn Pynfent leaver his fortune to Mr. Pitt 
'^Similar intention of Mr. Mollis — Prefent and 
Note from Mr. fVareham — Pitt's Diamond--^he 
Regency^^American Stamp All — Lord Bute re- 
folves to difmifs the Miniflers — Gets an audience 
of the Duke of Cumberland-^The Duke fends 
for Lord Temple — Conference between them — 7 be 
Duke goes to. Mr. Pitt — /Applies to Lord Lyttle- 
ion-^Lord Temple and Mr, Grenville reconciled 
— Obfervaiion—Mr Stuart Mackenzie difmiffed-r^ 
The King fends for Mr. Pitt^Lord Temple fent 
for-^They refufe the King^s offers — Obfervation 
— Kin^s Friends — Conduit of the Duke of lied- 
ford and Mr. Jenkinfon-rr-The Duke forms a new 
Minijlry. 

HE fame of Mr. -P/Z/'s characfler, of bis ^^^p, 
public virtue and talents, excited no lefs the XXVIlL 
admiration of all independent perfons at home, 
than of princes and potentates abroad. Although 
profcribed the court of his Sovereign, he main- 
tained a place in the hearts of the people. AN 
though his Majefty*s council had repudiated his 
advice, and the reprefentativcs of the nation had 
engaged with a more profitable mailer, yet there 
were many perfons, who faw no difloyalty to 
the King, nor difrefpeft to parliament^ (themes j 

which ' 



< 312 ) 

Chap, which are conflantly dwelt upon whenever a 
• profcribed perfon is popular; in continuing iheir 
J 765. efteem and veneration for a great chara<f>er, of 
exemplary virtue and unrivalled abilities.-^ — 
Sir W. Amongft thefe was Sir PFilliam Pynfent^ of Bur- 
Pynfent tonPynfent, in Somerfetftiir, a Baronet of ^kxt- 
fortune to ^ient family and large fortune ; who having no 
Mr. Pitt, iffue, bequeathed his eflate (of near three thou- 
, fand pounds per annum) tq Mr. ?itt and his 
heirs. He died on the 12th of January, 1765. 
There was a contention for the property ; and 
it was countenanced from a quarter, where it 
might have been fuppofccj the perverfion of juf- 
tice. never reached. However it was of xxo avail : 
the will of the teftatdr was confirmed. * 

In the? month pf Auguft Mr. Piit went into 

Prefcnt Somerfetfhire. While he was there, an inhabi- 

from tapt of Wartham fcnt him a falmon, with this 

, ^^^' note : /* I am an Epglifhman, apd therefore love 

liberty and you ; Sir, be pleafed to accept of 

this fifh, as a mark of my efteem ; were every 

fcale a diamond $, it fiiould havq been at your 

fervice." 

During 

* It has been confidently afferted, tliat Thomas Hollisj 
Efq; who died at Corfcorabe in Dorfetfliire, in the month of 
December 1773, intended to have bequeathed his eftate to 
Mr, Pi//, but he died before he was able to make the arrange^ 
ment he had in contemplation. , 

Ralph Jllen, of Prior Park, Efq; died in 1764, and left 
Mr. Pitt one thoufand f)ounds. 

§ Alluding to the celebrated diampnd which Mr. Pitt's 
^hccftor, Thomas Pitty Efq; who, in Queen yf«w's reign, 
ivas governor: of Fort St. George, in the Eaft Indies, brought 

from 
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During the greateft part of the fefllon of the Chap. 
year 1765, Mr. Pitt was confined by the gout.- XXVIlu 

Early in the month of April his Majefty was 1765, 
afHifted by an alarniing diforder. At the firft 
audience be honoured his minifter after his re- 
covery, he took a paper out of his pocket, con- 
taining a fpeech to both Houfes of parliament, 
requefting a power to nominate a Regent, with a The rc- 
Council, in cafe of his death, before his fuccef-^^"^' 
for was eighteen years of age. His Majefty gave 
the paper to his'minifter, and fixed the day for 
going to the Houfe. As this vvas the firft notice 
the oiinifters had of the defign, they were great-- 
]y fuqjrifed by it. The fpeech was written, 
and the meafure was formed, without their par- 
ticipation, or even knowledge. They t\ad fub- 
mitted to feveral invafions of their departments^ 
by appointments being m^de, ecclefiaftical, ci- 
vil, and ' military ; fome without their know- 
ledge, and others contrary to their recommen- 
dations : But this was 4 ftronger ad, and a more 
indifputable proof of a ftcfci unrefponfible influ- 
ence, fubfifting fome where, than any other they 
had met with. They were not very ardent, there- 
fore, in fupport of the meafure. The bill was 
brought into the Houfe of Lords, agreeable to 

from thence, weighing one hundred ^nd twenty-feven carats f 
and which, being refufed by the Briti(h Sovereign, was pur- 
chafed by the Regent of France for ope hundred and thirty- 
five thoufand pounds fterling. It is placed in the crown of 
France ; and is to this day called Pitt's diamond. For a de- 
fcription and reprefentation of this diamond, fee the Muftum 
Britannicum, page 69, and tab. ^3. 

the 
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Chap, the portrait given in the fpeech. " To veft' in 
^^^^? " me the power of appointing, by inftruments 
writing, under my fign manual, either 
the Queen, or any other per/on of my Royal 
" Family^ ufually rcfiding in Great Britain, to 
" be," &c. But a doubt arifing on the quef* 
tion, '• Who were the Royal Family ?" It was 
explained, the defcend^nts of George the Second. 
And this explanation was declared by the Secre- 
tary of State, Lord Halifax^ to be perfcftly 
agreeable to the royal conftruftion. The Prin- 
cefs of fVales (who was defcended from another 
family) being thus excluded, the minifters con- 
ceived they had gained a complete vi(5lory over 
Lord Bute, But their enjoyment of this opinion 
was of very (hort duration; for when the,btli 
came into the Houfe of Commons, her Royal 
Highnefles's name was added, on a motion made 
for that purpofe by Mr. Morton, one of Lord 
Bute^s friends, immediately after the Queen. 
Whether Lord Halifax did not rightly under- 
ftand his Majefty, when he reported the quefi^ 
lion ; or whether his Majefty did not rightly 
tinderftand Lord Halifax^ is a diftindion not 
worth afcert^ining. The original error was iq 
the writer of the fpeech, who ought to have 
been more explicit. Perhaps he defignedly, a^ 
well as cautioufly, avoided it, with a view to pre- 
vent what by the family might have been called, 
invidious obfervation ?ind perfonality. '^ But the 
remedy was made in a manner, more palpably 
indicative of that fecrct influence, which djdtated 

an4 
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and controuled every important meafure of CwAt* 
government . * XXV 1 1 U 

Whether during the King*s late jllnefs, or at '^'^^7^^ 
whatever moment earlier, or for whatever caufe, t ordBat 
the Earl oi Bfite took a refolutjon of removing icfolvcs to 
the miniflers, are points which ^an be explain- difinifsthc 
cd by only thofe perfpns who were at that time 
in his confidence. The finpere opinion of other 
perfons was, that fome reprefentations had beeq 
made by the fqbfifting miniflers, upon the ap- 
pointment of Sir H, Erjkiney upon filling the 
fee of Armagh, and other promotions; fome of 
which had taken place contrary to their advice, 
^nd others without their knowledge y the King 
was offended, and applied to his favourite tq 
emancipate him from thefe importuhiiies. Whe- 
ther this opinion w^s well founded or not, it is 
certain, that ten days at leafl before any inti- 
piation was given to the miniflers of the regency 
bill, the Earl of 5^/^ obtained, through the in- Gct^an 
tcreft of the Earl of Albemarle, a private audience ^f th"^D. 
qi the Duke of Cumberland^' l^is wifli was to of Cum- . 
bririg Mr, Pitt into office. His projed had failed ^erlancL 

f It was in this fcflion pf of Mr. Grenvlfleh adminiftrar 
tion, that the American ftamp a6l was pafTcd ; which Mr. 
Qreniy'tlk afterwards flefended with the warmeft zeal and rc^ 
folution; yet if w« may believe Mr. Jenkinfan^ now Lord 
JSawke/bpryy who, in fuch a cafe, may fafely be taken for 
the befi authority^ this meafure was not Mr. Gretiville^B. 
Sec Mr. Jenhinfon*B fpecch in the Houfe of Commons, on the 
15 th of May, 1777.' Mr. Jfeniin/ou has not yet informed th^ 
liation, to whom this meafure ought to have been afcribed ; 
though he has explicitly acquitted Mr. GrenvtlU of it. 

§ On Sunday evening, April 14. His Royal Highnefa 
t:amc to town on purpbfe. 

in 
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XXViil ^" ^^^ ^^^^ ^'^^' through his own cowardice. 

s,^^^.-^ This year he refqlved not to appear in the mea- 
1765. fure; perhaps be was ftill influenced by his 
fears, and therefore, the better to conceal fairn- 
felf, and to give greater weight to his defign, 
his firft care was to put the negotiation into the 
hands of the Duke of Cumberlqnd^ with fqrn^ 
limitations. After his firft audience of the 
Duke, he and his brother appeared publicly at 
his Royal Highnefs's levee, more than once 
during the time the regency bill was in parlia- 
ment, Thefe circumftances were not unknown 
to the minifters, nor did they fcruple to declare 
to their friends, that the King's confidence was 
not placed where it ought to be. Yet they did 
not refufe a neceflary meafure. But they were 
particularly Wameable for admitting one part of 
it, which, whoever advifed, gave bad advice: 
It was a propofition for an unexampled encroach- 
ment on the inherent fundamental and efTential 
rights of parliament, and a dangerous precedent 
for an addition to the pretenfions of the crown ; 
by entrufting to the fok and fecret nomination of 
the Prince upon the throne, the appointment of 
the perfon to cxercife the regal authority during 
a minority. 

Mr. Pitt haying declared in . parliament, that 
he would live and die with his brother (Lord 
Temple,) the confidential contriver of this feeond 
projefl to bring in Mr. Pitt, refulvcd to make the 
firft application to Lord Tmpk, with the hope 
of obtaining his favourable opinion, which was 
confidercd the moft eflentiar ftep tov/ards gain- 
ing 
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ing Mr. Pitt. Accordingly, on the 15th of May, Chap- 
the Duke of Cumberland fent for Lord "temple J^JX!^ 
from Stowef. As foon as poffible his Lordfhip 1765. 
waited on the Duke, who began by informing YheDukc 
ing him, that the King had refolved to change fends for , 
his fervants, and to engage his Lordftip, Mr. ^o*"^ 
Fitt, and their friends in his fervice ; but firft 
he (the Duke) wifhed to know their conditions. 
Lord Temple refpcftfully affured his Royal High- q^^i-^^ 
nefs, that their conditions were not many, 'iherencebc- 
making certain foreign alliances, the reftoration '^'^^° 
of officers (civil as well as military) cruelly and 
unjuftly difmifled, a repeal of the excife on 
cyder, a total and full condemnation of general 
warrants^ and the fcizure of papers. His Royal 
Highncfs perfeclly approved of thefe conditions, 
^nd faid they mufl: be agreed to. And then 
added, that he had a propofition to make — this 
was. That it was the King's dcfire Lord North- 
umberland (hould be placed at the head of the 
treafury. Lord Temple replied, ** He would 
*' never come into office under Lord Butes Ireii- 
" tenant J.'* Here the conference broke off. 
This propofition having been made in the nego- 
tiation of the year 1763, when Lord Bute ap- 
peartd openly in the meafure, left no room to 
doubt of his Lordfhip being ftill the fecret ad- 
vifer of the King, and the fecret mover of the 
prefcnt negotiation. 

f His Royal Highness alfo fent for Mr. yames GrenvilU 
from Pinner. 

X Lord Norihumhrhind was at this time Loxd X-ieut€nant 
of Ireland. 

Qa 
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Chap. On the 19th of the fame month, which wa^ 

XXVIII. Sunday, the Duke fent a liieflage to Lord Tem-- 

1765. P/^> requefling his Lordfhip to meet him at Mr. 

•«. T^ , P///*s houfe, at Hayes in Kent. The Duke was 

goc8 to wuh Mr. Flit when his Lordlhip came m, and 

Mr. Pitt, had made the fimc propofition refpeding Lord 

Northumberland which Mr. Pitt had refufed, as 

totally inadmiffi le; upon the fame principle, 

that the refufal had been made by Lord Temple^ 

of which Mr. Pitt bad not, until that moment, 

received the fmalleft intimation. He aflured his 

Royal Highnefs, that he was ready to g6 to St. 

James's, // b^ cQuld carry the conftitution along with 

him ;— 'that was his expreflion. 

Next day the Duke fent Lord Frederick Caven^ 

dijb to Mr. Pitt, with an aflurance, that the pro-» 

pofition refpefling Lord Northumberland being at 

the head of the treafury was relinquiflied, prD- 

vidcd his Lordfhip was confidefcd in fome other 

way. Mr. Pitt returned the fame anfwer he had 

given to his Royal Highnefs. Upon the return 

Applica of Lord Frederick, the Duke offered the treafury 

LytuU ^^ ^^^^ Lytteiton, who defired to confult Lord 

tan. Temple and Mr. Pitt. The Duke was difpleafed 

with this anfwer, and immediately went to the 

King ; and having informed his Majefty of the 

feveral anfwefs be had received, concluded 

with advifing the King to continue his prefent 

fervanis. 

Lord At the f ime time Lord Temple and his brother, 

Tempk Mr. Grenville, became reconciled, through thtf 

Grt^aie mediation of the friends of both parties ; who 

become 'declared, that this reconciliation was no more 

rccoDcil- than 
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tbaa domeftic friwdniip a$ brothers; and oti CifAf. . 
public principles, only as to faieafures in future. ^^VilL 

Iris in their influence on meafures in future, i^Ss* 
that fuch circumftanccs become InteTefting to the^,- 
nation. The reconciliation being effe(fled, Mr.tion- 
Grenville unbofoming himfelf to his brother, 
related all the arts and clandefline fteps of the 
favourite ; which, if poflible, cncreafcd his bro- , 

ther*s ardour in oppofitioq to Lord Bute, Both 
the brothers now entertaining the fame opinion, 
there could be little probability of another fepa- 
ration happening between them, Confcquently, 
in future, it muft be fuppofed they engaged to 
ad>> and to concert meafures together. 

During the negotiation with the Duke, parlia- 
ment had been kept fitting, under an expeda- 
tion of ifluing writs: But that negotiation hav- 
ing failed, the fubfifting miniftcrs refolvcd to 
vindicate the independence of their fituations, 
by afleriing the due influence which of right be* 
longed to the refponfibility of their oflices, and 
to create a neccflity of ifluing writs, very diiFer- 
cnt from thofe which had been in expectation. 

The decifive ftroke of this conteft was theMr.Staart' 
turning out Mr. Mackenzie, Lord Buie'^ brother ; ¥*^^5"- 
which, they declared, they offered to the pub- fed. 
lie as a mark, that the councils atid employ-r 
mentsof the flate were not feparated, notwith* 
ftanding the late negotiation. And this circum- 
ftance gave them a merit in their death, that 
mod of them would never have acquired in any 
other way. 

^ ' There 
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Chaf- There was no ftep they could have taken more 

XXVIIL perfonally ofFenfive than this: And to ic they 

1765. added the difmifliotis of Lord Norihumberhnd and 

Mr. Fox^ who had been created Lord Holland. 

As foon as thefe changes were made, parliament 

was prorogued. 

The King confidered thefe three difmiflions, 
but moft particularly the firft, as infults to his 
perfon and dignity. Whether the opinion was 
fpontaneoufly his own, or. whether it was fug- 
gefted to him, is not deferving of an attempt to 
difcover. The- language of the favourite upon 
this occafion was — fP^hat^ do you mean io dejiroy 
ihe monarchy i^-^-to annihilate the fir ft of the three 
ejiates ? 

The King In confequence of thefe open and avowed ads 

fcnds for q( hoftility to the favourite, a refolution was 

taken to open another negotiation with Mr. Pitt. 

Lord Bute and the Duke having both failed, the 

King himfelf undertook this negotiation. His 

Majefty fent for Mr. Pitt, fie waited upon the 

King at tl^e Queen's-houfe, on the 20th of June, 

Lord 1765. .The confequence of this audience was, 

Srfon ^^ fending for Lord Temple. And on the 25th 

they waited on his Majeifty together at the 

QueenVhoufe, when the following conditions 

were propofed to them. 

1. Mr. Stuart Mackenzie to be reftored* 

2. Lord Northumberland to be lord Chamber- 
lain. 

3- The 
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J. The King's friends to continue in their pre- Ciiai'- 
lent fituations* XXVllL 

To the two firft conditions Mr. Pat was not 1765, 
very .avcrfe. Refpedting the laft, he wifhed for 
fome explanation. But Lord Temple declared f^j-^^^l^^" 
againft the whole. Upon which the conference King's 
ended.— —Here it is proper to obferve, that^^^*^' 
upon more mature confideration Mr. Pitt chang- 
ed his feniiroenis on the two firft conditions, and 
perfedly agreed with his brother. 

The reader's judgment will anticipate any ob- obfcm- 
fcrvations which can be made on thefe extraor- tion. 
dinary occurrences, refpeding cither the hu- 
miliation of the King, who defcended from his 
ftation to execute the project of his favourite^ 
or the fuperiority of Mr. Pitt who refifled the 
entreaties of his Sovereign, when incompatible 
with the fervice of the public. Thefe promi- 
nent features are fo obvious from the plain ftate- 
ment of the fadls, chat no reader can fc^l the 
want of illuftration. The future hiitorian may 
indulge in obfervations and inferences^ which 
the prefent writer dare not. And truth may 
find an advocate in a future age, which the ve- 
nality of the prefent refufes to endure. 

♦ There were about thirty perfons, who arrogantly affunied 
this appellation. They afFefted to belong to no minifter— • 
to maintain no connection — ^to court no intereft-^to embracie 
no principle— to hold no opinion. They might more pro- 
perly have been called the houfehold troops, or janizaries of 
the court ; becaufe they fupported or oppbfed the official 
minifters according to the orders they received from the 
favourite. 

Vol. I. V The 
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Chi9. The King's negotiation having failed, the Duke 

^T^^^^^* oi Cumberland was again applied to. His Ma- 

17^5- J^^y having refolved to part with his prefent 

fervants at any rare*, his Royal Highnefs had 

forms a ^^^'' power to form an adminiftration^ The 

new mim- 

ftry. * It has been ftated, that this refolution was taircn in •con- 

fequence of fome expredions which had fallen from the Duke 
of Bedford in his Majeily's clofet. One writer fays, " The 
*' Duke of -5<r^or^/ continuing in fuch a behaviour as no pri- 
vate man could have fufFered in any one of his inferiors, pro- 
duced an iailantaneous determination to get rid of fuch pro- 
vocations at any rate." Principles of the Changes in 1765, 
• fage 45. 

Another, and more popular writer, fays, " The miniflry 
having endeavoured to exclude the Dowager out of the re- 
gency bill, the Earl of Bute determined to difmifs them. 
Upon this, the Duke of Bedford demanded an, audicoce of 

the , reproached him in plain terms with duplicity, 

bafenefs, falfehood^ treachery, and hypocrify — ^repeatedly gave 
him the lye, and left him in convuKions." Juruus*s Lettersy^tbe 
author** o*ivn edttiony printed by Woodfally volume I, page 171. 
the note. 

And with refpeft to the particular difmiflion of Mr. Gren' 
mlle^ another writer has given the following anecdote — " He 
had been fo completely duped, that for fome days after his 
difmiflion, he had the vanity to believe the court retained a 
partiality for him j — ^but when he faw that Mr. Charles 
jenkinfon^ whom he knew was the confidant of Lord Bute^ 
and whom he had carried to the Duke oi Ne<wcajiley and for 
whom he had obtained a penfion, for writing a pamphlet on 
the felzure of the Dutch veffels in 1757, and who for that, 
and other obligations, he thought would have followed him 

out of court when he difcovered that Mr. Jenltnfon ftayed 

behind, and that his credit was not diminlflied at either Carl- 
ton houfe or Buckingham houfe, he then fatv^ what all the 
world knevtr before, th^t he had been the dupe of Lord Bute* s 

agent that the very man, w^ho owed his original recom- 

, mendation to him, was the very man who had betrayed him. 
-Perhaps no gentleman ever felt the poignant fting of ingrati- 
tude fo keenly as Mr. Grenville did upon that occanon.'* 
FudJon Unma/hed^ p, 19. 

Duke 
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Duke of NewcafiJe^ the Marquis of Rockingham CHAr. 
and their friends, thought it their duty to ac-^^^^^^' 
ceptof his Royal Highnefs*s invitation. Gene- 1765. 
ral Conway was made fecretary of ftate, and to 
him was committed the management of the 
Houfe of Commons. 
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CHAP. XXIX. 



iWw Minijlry llamed for accepting — Lord Bute's 
influence not diminijhed — Their apology — ^fr., 
Pittas Speech againjt the American Stamp A^-^ 
He compliments Mr, Burke. 

XXIX J^R- ^^^^ ^^^ "^^ entirely approve of the 
\^,>^^^^ new miniflry*s acceptance. And' Lord Temple 
'7^5- condemned them in terms of acrimony : He faid 
New mi- if j{jey had followed the example of Mr. Pitt and 
blfmcd himfelf in refufing the allurements of office, the 
foraccept- favotirite muft have fubmitted to fuch conditions 
^"S- as it might have been thought neceffary to ira- 
pofe upon him ; which certainly would have 
been an abfolute and total exclufion of him and 
his friends from every fuuation and channel of 
fecret communication with the Sovereign : there 
muft have been an end of all thofe unhappy fug- 
geftions which had already diftracfled this king- 
dom and menaced the pcrvafion of further mif- 
fortunes. 1 his oiight be called violent language, 
but it was founded in truth and experience; and 
although the new miniftry were rot under the 
influence of the favourite, yet his influenceAvas 
Lord ^ not diminiihed; it might, perhaps, be faid tofuffer 
flJcncc "" ^ temporary abatement, or rather [t was his own 
notdimi- policy to fufpend the cxercifc of ir, until a more 
"'^^^- • . fuitablc 
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fuitable opportanlty occurred for making ano- Chap; 
ther difplay of his power and verfaiility. s.„^rv-^ 

The new miniftry had this apology fairly to of- 1766* 
fer. — Outof office they were inadequate to thepcr- Their 
formance of any fervice to their country ; but in apology, 
office they might accamplidi fometbing; though 
perhaps not fo much as they wilhed ; and un- 
doubtedly they fhould prevent an increafe orag*^ 
gravation of the public difcontents. — Thefe mo- 
tives were laudable — Gradaiim was Mr. Pitt's own 
word in a former day. — They might reafon juftly, 
that in the prcfent unhappy partiality of the 
King, the conflitUrional exercife of the powers ^ 
ttf government were to be obtained by degrees, 
not by hazarding a violent convulfion of the 
ftate ; to which point fome of them feared Lord 
templets inflexibility might poflibly extend. 

When the newminifters entered their new 
offices, they found that" many of their former 
fubalrerns were either dead, fequeftered in re- 
tirement, or allied to the enemy : even the firft 
Lord of the Trcafury was at a lofs for a private 
fecretary of competent talents. An accomplifhed 
Commis is an ineftimable chara(f\er. Mr. Fuzber- 
hM, of Tiffington, in Derbyfhire, agentlemanof 
unexampled philanthropy and mod gentle man- 
ners; whofe ambition was benevolence, and 
whofe bappinefs confifted in the adminiftration 
of kindnefs, recommended to bis LordQiip, Mn 
Edmund Burke, The Briiifh dominions did not 
furnifh a more able and fit perfou for that confi- 
dential important fituation. He is *' the only 

man 
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Ghui^ man fincc, the ^ge af Cicero, who has united the 
^^^^' talents of fpeaking and writing with irrefiftible 
^g7^ force and etegince." At the fame time, his 
coufin, Mr. IVilliam Burke, of equal diligence, 
penetifation and integrity, was made fecretary to 
General Connxjay, Thefe was no private intereft 
courted or gratified by thefe appointments. The 
merit of the perfons was their principal recom- 
mend at idn. 

Parliament met on the fevcnteenth of Decem- 
ber, in order to iffue writs for the vacancies which 
had been made by the change of the miniftry, 
and then adjourned to the fourteenth of January, 
I766- 1766, for the difpatch of bufipefs. On this day 
the feflion was opened with a fpeecb from the 
ihrone. On the ufual motion for an addrefs, the 
friends of the new miniftry fpoke very tdnderly 
of the diftutbancesraifed in America, in oppofi- 
tion to the Stamp AA, terihing them only occur- 
rences ; which gave great offence to the friends of 
the late miniftry, by whom that ad had been 
pafljed. 

Mr. Pitt's Mt. Pitt was impatient to fpcak on this fubjefl : therc- 
fpeech fore rofe in the early part of the debate. He began 
agalnftthe with faying, 1 came to town but to-ddy ; I ^li^s a ftranger 
American to the tenor- of his Majefty's fpecch and thcrpropofed ad- 
Stamp drefs, till I heard them read in this Houfe. Unconneded 
A6t. and unconfulted I have not the means of information; 1 

am ifearful of offending through miftake, and therefore 
beg to be indulged with a fecond reading of the propofed 
addrefs.^ The addrefs being read, Mr. PiH went on: 
He commended the King's fpecch, approved of the ad- 
drefs in anfviv'er, as it decided nothing, everjr gentleman 
being kft fttpetfedl liberty to* take fuch a patt concchiirij; 

America 
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America as he might afterwards fee fit. One word only Cha?. 
he could not approve of; an earty^ Is a word that does not XXIX. 
. belong to the notice the miniftry have given to parliament ^ 
of the troubles in America. In a matter of fuch Im- 
portance the -communication ought to have been imme- 
diate ; I fpeak not with refpe£l to parties ; I (land up in 
this place fingle and unconnefted. As to the late mi- 
,niftry, (turning himfelf to M«. Grenville^ who fat within 
:Qne of him) every capital meafure tliey have taken ha» 
been entirely wrong ! 

As to rhe prefent gentlemen, to thofe Jit lead I have in 
my eye (looking at the bench where Mr. Conway fat, 
with the Lotds of the Treafury;, 1 have no objeftion ; 
I have never been made a facrifice by any of them. -Their 
charafters are fair ; and I am always glad when men 
of fair charaSer engage in his Majefty's fervice. Some 
of them have done me the honour to ij(k my opinion be- 
, fore they would engage. Thefe will do me the juftice to 
own, I advifed them to engage ; but notwithftanding — 
I love to be explicit — I cannot give them my confidence; 
pardon me, Gentlemen, (bowing to the miniftry) con- 
fidence is a plant of flow growth in an aged bofom : youth 
IS the feafon of credulity; by comparing events with 
eaqh other, rcafoning from efFefts to caufes, methinks, I 
plainly difcover the traces of an over-ruling influence. 

There is a claufe in the aft of fettlement, to oblige 
every minifter to fign his name to the advice which he 

fives his Sovereign. Would it were obferved ! — I have 
ad the honour to ferve the Crown, and if I could have 
fubmitted lo influence, I might have ftill continued to 

ferve; but I would not be refponfible for others. 1 

have no local attachments ; it is indifFcrent to me, whe- 
ther a man was rocked in his cradle on this fide or that 
fide of the Tweed. I fought for merit wherever it was 
to be found. It is my boait, that I was the firft minifter 
who looked for it, and I found it in the mountains of the 
North. I called it forth and drew it into your fervice, 
an hardy and intrepid race of men ! men, who, when left 
by your jealoufy, became a prev to the artifices of your 
enemies, and had gone nigh to have overturned the ftatc 
in the war before the laft. Thefe men, in the laft waf, 
* were brought to combat on your fide : they ferved with 
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fidelity, as they fought with valour, and conquered for 
you in every part of the world : detefted be the national 

reflcftions againft them I -they are unjuft, groutid- 

lefs, illiberal unmanly. When I ceafed to fervc his 
Majcfty as a minifter, it was not the country of the man 
by which I was moved — but the man of that count rv 
wanted wjfdom^ and held principles incompatible with 
freedom. 

it is a long time, Mr. Speaker, fince I have attended in 
parliament. When the refplution was taken in the Houfe 
to tax America, I was ill in bed. If I could have en- 
dured to have been carried in my bed, fo great was the 
agitation of my mind for the confequences ! I would 
have f >licltcd fome kind hand to have laid me down on 
this floor, to have borne mj^ teftimony againft it. It is 
now an aft that has pafTed — I would fpcak with decency 
of every aft of this Jioufe, but I muft beg the induF- 
gence of the Houfe to fpeak of it with freedom. 

I hope a day may be foon appointed to confider the 
ftate of the nation with refpeft to America.— I hope, 
gentlemen will come to this debate with all the temper 
and impartiality that his Majefty recommends, afnd the 
importance of the fubjeft requires. A fubjeft of greater 
importance than ever engaged the -attention of this 
Houfe ! that fubjeft only excepted, when near a cen- 
tury ago, it was the queftion, whether you yourfclvcs 
were to be bound or free. In the mean time, as I can- 
not depend upon health for any future day, fuch is the 
nature of my inprmities, I will beg to fay a few words 
at prefent, leaving the juftice, the equity, the policy, the 
expediency of the aft to another time. I will only fpeak 
to one point, a point which feems not to have been ge- 
nerally underllood — I mean to the right. Some gentle- 
men (alluding to Mr. Nugent J feem to have confidered it 
as a point of honour. If gentlemen confider it in that 
light, they leave all meafures of right and wrong, to 
follow adelufipn that may lead to deftruftion^f It is my 
opinion, that this kinj^dom has no right to lay a tax upon 
the colonies. At the fame time, I aflcrt the authority of 
this kingdom over the colonies to be fovereign and fu* 
premc in every circumftance of government and legifla- 

tion wh^tfocver. They are tht fiibjcfts of this king* 
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dom, equally entitled with yourfclves to all the natural q^j^^ 
rights of mankind and the peculiar privileges of Englifli- XXIX. 
men. Equally bound by its laws, and equally partici- <.^— ,-^ 
pating of the conftitution of tliis free country.. The 1766. 
Americans are the fons, not tJie bjrflards, of England* 
Taxation is no part of the governing or legiflative power* 
— The taxes are a voluntary gift and grant <rf the Com- 
mons alone. In legiflation the three eftates of ihe realm 
are alike concerned, but the cowctrrrence of the Peers 
and the Crown to a tax, is only neccftacy to clofe with 
the form of a Jaw. The gift and grant is of the Com- 
mons alone. In ancient days, the Crown, the Barons, 
and the Clergy jpofleffed the lands. In thofe <lays, the 
Barons and the Clergy, gave and granted to the Crown^ - 
They gave and granted veh^ was their own. At pre- 
fent, fince the difcovery of America, and other circum- 
ftances permitting, the Commons ate become the proprie- 
jtors of thd land^ The Crown has diveftcd itfelf of its 
great eftates. The Church (God blefs it, has but a pit- 
tance. The property of the Lords, compared with that 
of the Commons, is as a drop of water in the ocean : and , 
this Houfe reprcfents thofe Commons, the proprietors of 
the lands; and thofe proprietors virtuaHy reprefenr the 
reft of the inhabitants. When, therefore, in this Houfe 
we give and grant, we give and grant what, is our own. 
But in an American tax, what do we do ? Wc, your 
Majefty's Commons of Great Britain, give and grant to 
your Majclty, what ? Our own property? — ^No. We 
give and grant to your Majefty, the property of your 
Majcfty's Commons of. America.-— it is an abfurdity in 
terms. 

The diftin£tion between legiflation and taxation is 
eflentially neceflary to liberty. The Crown, the Peers, 
are equally legiflative powers with the Commons. If tax- 
ation be a part of fimple legiflation, the Crown, the 
Peers, have rights in taxation as well as yourfelves : rights 
which thev claim, which they wiH exercife, whenever 
the principle can be fupported by pQitfer, , 

There is an idea in fome, that, the colonies arc virtu- 
ally reprefented in this Houfe. I would fain know by 
whom an American is reprefented here ? Is hereprefentr 
ed by any knight of the Ibire, in any county in this king^ 

dom ? 
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dom ? WwlduGBdthatrefpeBahiereprefentailon nuasaugmerU* 
id to « greater nismber I Or will you tell hiin that he is re- 
prefcnted by any reprcfcntativc of a borough — a borough, 
176(51 which perhaps no man ever faw — This is what is called, 

the rotten part of the^Conftitution. It cannot continue a 

century — if it does not drop, it mull be amputated.— 
The idea of a virtual reprefentation of America in this 
Houfe, is the moft contemptible idea that ever entered 
into the head of a nu^gi — It does hot deferve a ferious re- 
futation* , . 

The Commons of America, rcprefented in their feve- 
.ral afihnblies, have ever been in poffcffion of the exercifc 
of thi$i their conftitutional right of giving and granting 
^hcir.own money. They would have been flaves if they 
had not enjoyed it. At theJame time, this kingdom, as 
th^ fuprerae governing and Tegiflative power, has always 
bound the colonies by her laws, by her regulations, and 
reftriid^ions in trade, in navigation, in manufaftures — in 
every thing, except tha^ ,t>f taking their money out of 
their pockets without their confent. 
Here I would draw the line, 

* ^tam ultra criiraqut ftequit eot^fiere r^Bum! 
He concluded with a familiar voice and tone^ but fo 
low that it was not eafy to diftinguifh what he faid. A 
Tconfiderable paufe enfued after Mr. Pitt had done fpeak- 
ing. 
Mr. Con. Mr. Conway at length got up. He faid, he had been 
way, . waiting tq. fee whether any anfwer would be given to 
what had been advanced by the right honourable gentle* 
man, referving himfelf for the reply : but as none had 
been given, he had only to declare, that his own fenti- 
ments were entirely conformable to thofe of the right 
honoarabte gentleman — That they are fo conformable 
(he faid) is a circumflance that affe£ks me with the mod 
ienf^ble pleafure, and does me the gresteft honour. But 
two things fell from that gentleman which give me pain, 
as, whatever falls from that gentleman, falls from fo 
great a height as to make a deep impreflRon.-^I muft cn^ 
deavour to remove it. — It was objeftcd, that the notice 
given to parliament of the troubles in America was not 
early. I can aflure the Houfc, the firft accounts were too 
vague and imperfeA to be worth the notice of parliament. 
It is only of late that they have been precife and full. 

An 
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An ovier-ruling^ mftuenc^. has afUb been himed af. I kt 
nothing of it--r-I feci nothing of it — I di£(Iaim it fop niy- 
£elf/ ^nd (as far as my difcernmeiit can reach) for all' 
the reft of his Majefty's minifters. ' 7^6- 

Mr* Piit faid, in anfwer to Mr. CMwayy The <exeure is Mr. Pitt, 
a valid one, if it is a juft one; That fliuft appear fromf 
the {papers now before the Houfe. 

Mr, Grenville next ftood up. He 1>egan with cenfuring Mr Gren- 
the nainidry very fevercly for 4e]ayi]ig to.give earlier no'^ ^^l^c. 
Uce to parliament of the diilarbancds in America. He 
fdid, they began tn July^f^ndnow we#re in the niiddie 
of January \ lately they Wfire only occurrences, they are 
now grown to difturbances, to tumults and rtot«. I 
4oubt tivey border on open rebeUlo^ ; and. if thedodirine 
I have heard this. day be oonBrmed, I iear they will lofe 
that name to take that of revolution-' The gOverni»eni| 
over them being diflblved, ^ revolution will take place la 
Anoeric^. I cannot underftand this, diffrrencjfi bctwacn 
external and internal ta-x^^^ They are the (i^me in effe^lf 
and only differ in nafx>e^ .That this kingdom has the fo- 
vereign, the fnpreme: legifiaiivc power over AnveriiCa^ is 
granted. It cannot be denied; and taxation ifta part of 
that fovereign pov^r^ . It U one branch of the tegiilation^ 
It is, it has been exercifed over tliofe who are not, who 
were never reprcfented. Itiss exereiled over the India Com-* 
panyi the merchants of London, the. proprietors of the 
(locks, and over tDatiy grc;^^ manufacturing towns^ it 
was exercifed over tlve palatiftate of Cheftcr and the l^i* 
Ihopric of tDurhaHv, before ifeey fent any feprefenta'^ 
tivcs to parUainent. I aj^peaLfor proof to the preambles 
of iheafts whjch gave thetti.i-eifwfefentatives; the one in 
the reign of i/«?//#»^ VIII. the other in that of Gharles Jl. 
MTyGnmvilie the^ quoted the a^s^ and defired that they 
Cfiight b^ readt which being done, he faid : When I pro- 
po^ U» tax Americas I aficed the Houfe if any geutle- 
man would oby'efi to the righr | I repeatedly aiked k^ 
and no man would attempt to deny it, Proteftion and 
obedience areDec^rocal. Greai Britain prote^^ Aoie- 
rica^ America if b^und to yieid obedience. If not, tell 
me wt^ere the Awelfigans were emanciJ>Utcd ? When they 
want the proteflion of this kingdom, they ate ^dways very 
^&^ij to aflt it. fhat protection has always been afforded 
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Chap, ' them in the moft full and ample manner. The nation 
XXTX. h^s run itfelf into an immcnfe debt to give them their 
^^^"^'^-^^^ proteftion ; and now they artf called upon to contribute a 
1766. fmall (hare towards the public expcnce, an cxpcncc 
ariHng from thcmfelves, they renounce your authority, 
iflfult your officers, and break out, I might almoft fay, 
jMto open rebellion. The feditious fpirit of the colonies 
owes Its birth to the fad ions in this Houfe. Gentlemen 
are carelefs of the confequences of what they fay, prondcd 
it anfwers the purpofes of oppofition. We were told wc 
trod on tender gvound ; we were bid to expefl difobedi* 
cnce* What was this,, but telling the Americans to ftand 
out agf^tnft the law, to encourage their obftrnacy with 
the cxpeftation of fupport from hence ? Let us oniy hold 
out a little, they would fay, our friends will foon be in 
power. Ungrateful people of America ! Bounties have 
been extended to them. When I had the honour of ferv- 
ing the Crown, while you yourfelves were loaded with 
an enormous debt, you have given bounties on their lum- 
ber, on their iron, their hemp, and many other articles. 
You hav^ relaxed, in their favour, the a£^pf navigation, 
that palladium of the Brittih commerce; and yet I have 
been abufed in all the public papers as' an enemy to the 
trade of America. I. have been particularly charged with 
giving orders and inftrudliotis to prevent the Spanifh 
trade, and thereby flopping the channel, by which alone 
North America ufed to be fuppiied with cafh for remit- 
tances to this country. I defy any man to produce any 
fuch orders or inftruf^ions. I difcouraged no trade but 
wh.it was illicit, what was prohibited by an aft of par- 
liament. I dcfire a Weft India merchant, well known in 
the city (Mr. Lortg) a gentleman of character, may be 
examined. . He will tell you, that I offered to do every 
thing in my power to advance the trade of America. I 
was above giving an anfwer to anonymous calumnies; 
but in this place^ it becomes one to wipe off the afper- 
fi on. 

Here Mr. GremnlU ceafed. Several members got up 
to fpeak, but Mr. Pitt fccming to rife, the Houii was 
fo clamorous for Mr. Pitt, Mr. Pitt, that theSpeaker wa» 
pbiiged to call to order. 

After 
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After obtaining a little quiet, he faid, Mr* Pitt was Chap. 
upi who began with informing the Houfe, that he did XXl^ 
not mean to have gone any further upon the fubjeft that 1766. 
day, that he had only defigned to have thrown out a ^^i-'-nr^'^ 
few hints, which. Gentlemen who were fo confident of ^^ pj^^ 
the right of this kingdom to fend tasesto America, might 
confider; might, perhaps, refleft in a cooler moment, 
that the right was at leaft equivocal. But fince the Gen- 
tleman who {poke laft, had not iiopped on that ground, 
but had gone into the whole ; into the juftice, the equi- | 
ty, the policy, the expedicacy of the (lamp aft, as well 
as into the right, he would follow him through the whole 
field, and combat his arguments on every point. 

He was going on, when Lord Strange got up, and cal- Lord 
led both Gentlemen, M^. Pitt and Mr, Gretiville^ to or- Strange, 
der. He faid, they had both departed from the matter 
before the Houfe, which was the King's fpecch ; and 
that Mr. Pitt was going to fpeak twice on the fame de- 
bate, although the Houfe was not in a committee. 

Mr. George Onflow anfwered, That they were both in ^fr. Qn- 
order, as nothing had been faid, but what was fairly de- flow. 
ducible from the King's fpeech; and appealed to the 
Speaker. • The Speaker decided in Mr. Onjlowh favour. 

Mr. Pitt faid, I do not apprehend 1 am fpeaking Mr. Pitt, 
twice : I did exprefsly referve a part of my fubjeft, in 
order to fave the time of this Houfe, but I an: compel- 
led to proceed in it. I do not fpeak twice ; I only finifh'* 
ed what I defignedJy left imperfc6l. But if the Houfe 
is of a different opinion, far be it from me to indulge a 
wifti of tri^nfgrefling againft order. I am content, if it 
be your pleafure to be fluent. — Here he paufed — The 
Houfe refounding with. Go on, go on, he proceeded : 

Gentlemen, Sir, (to the Speaker) 1 have been charg- 
ed with giving birth to fedition in America. They have 
fpoken their Tentiments with freedom, againft this un- 
liappy aft^ and that freedom has become their crime. 
Sorry I ani to hear the liberty of fpeech in this Houfe 
imputed as a c»ime. - But the imputation (hall not dif- 
cpurage • me. It is a liberty I mean to exercife. . No 
genileo^an. ought to. be afraid to exercife it. It is a li- 
berty hy which the gentleman who calumniates it might 
have. prgJlti?,'^'.,, He ought to have, defilled from his pro- . 
jefit. liiQ' Oentlenjaa teilij .us, America i& obftinate : 

America 
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Chap. America is almoft in open rebellion. I rejoice that 
XXIX. America has refrftcd. Three millions of people, fo dead 
•^-^-Y--^^ to all the feelings of liberty, as voluntarily to fubmit to 
1766. be flaves, would have been fit inftruments to make flaves 
of the reft. I come not here armed at all points, with 
law cafes and adis of parliament, with the ftatute-book 
doubled down in dog's-ears, to defend the caufe of liber- 
ty : if I had, I myfelf would have cited the two cafes of 
. Chefter and Durham. I would have cited them, to have 
(hewn, that, even under any arbitrary reigns, parlia- 
ments were aftiamed of taxing a people without their 
con fen t, and allowed them reprefentativcs. Why did 
the Gentleman confine himfelf to Chefter and Durham ? 
He might have taken a higher example in Wales; 
Wales that never was taxed by parliament, till it was 
incorporated. I would not debate a particular point of 
law with the Gentleman : I know his abilities. I have 
been obliged to his diligent rcfearches- But, for the 
defence of liberty upon a general principle, upon a con- 
ftitutional principle, it is a ground on which I fland 
firm ; on which I dare meet any man. The Gentle- 
man tells us of many who are taxed, and are not reprc- 
fented—Tlie India Company, merchants, ilock-holders, 
manufacturers. Surely many of thefe are reprefentcd on 
other capacities, as owners of land, or as freemen of 
boroughs. It is a misfortune that more arc not a£tually 
reprefentcd. But they are all inhabitants, and as fuch, 
are not virtually reprefentcd. Many have it in their 
option to be aftually reprefentcd. They have connec- 
tions with thofe that eledt, and they have influence over 
them. The Gentleman mentioned the ftock-^holders: I 
hope he does not reckon the debts of the* nation as a part 
of the national eftate. . Since the acceflion of King 
Williamy many minifters, fome of great, others of mote 
moderate abilities, have taken the lead of government. 

He then went through the lift of them, bringing it 
down till he came to himfelf, giving a fliort {ketch of 
the charaftcrs of each ofi them. None of thefe, he faid, 
thought, or ever dreamed, of robbing the colonics of 
their conftitutional rights. That was referv,ed to mark 
the sera of the late adminiftratioir : not thj^t there were 
wanting fome, wheh I had the honour to ferve his Ma- 
jefty, toT)rbpofe to mt to burn my fingers with an Ame- 
rican 
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rican ftamp-aft. With the enemy at their bacl^, with Chap* 
cur bayonets at their breafts, in the day of their diftrefs, XXIX, 
perhaps the Americans would have fubmitted to the im- 
pofition ; but it would have been taking an ungenerous 
and unjuft advantage. The Gentleman boafts of his 
bounties to America ! Are not thofe bounties finally 
intended for the benefit of this kingdom ? If they arc 
not, he has mifapplied the national treafures. I am 
no courtier of America—I (land up for this kingdom. 
I maintain that the parliament has a right to bind, to 
reftrain America. Our legiflative power over the colo- 
nies is fovereign and fupreme. When it ceafes to be 
fovereign and fupreme,- 1 would advife every gentleman 
to fell his lands, if he can, and embark for that country. 
When two countries are connedled together, like Eng- 
land and her colonies, without being incorporated, the 
one muft neceffarily govern ; the greater mud rule the 
lefs, but fo rule it as not to contradift the fundamen- 
tal principles that are common to both. 

If the Gentleman does not underftand the difference 
between internal and external taxes, I cannot help it 5 
but there :s a plain diftintlion between taxes levied for 
the purpcies of raifing a revenue, and duties impofed for 
the regulation of trade, for the accommodation of the 
fubjeft ; ahhough, in the confequences, fome revenue 
might incidentally arife from the latter. 

The Gentleman afks, when were the colonies eman- 
cipated ? But I defire to know, when they were made 
(laves ? But I dwell not upon words. When I had the 
honour of ferving his Majefty, I availed myfelf of the 
means of information, which I derived from my office : 
I fpeak therefore from knowledge. My materials were 
good. I was at pains to colle6V, to , digeft, to confider 
them J andl^will be bold to affirm, that the profits to 
Great Britain from the trade of the colonies, through 
all its branches, is two millions a year. This is the fund 
that carried you triumphantly through the laft war. The 
cftatcs that were rented at two thoufand pounds a year, 
threefcore years ago, are at three thoufand pounds at 
prefent. Thofe eftates fold then from fifteen to eighteen 
years purchafe ; the fame may now be fold for thirty. 
You owe this to America. This is the price America 
pays you for her proteftion. And ftiall a miferable 
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Cha^. financier come with a boaft, that he can fetch a pepper- 
XXIX. corn into the Exchequer, to the lofs of millions to the 
' nation I I dare not fay, how much higher thefe profits 
may be augmented. Omitting the Immenfe increafe of 
people by natural population, in the northern colonies, 
and the migration from every part of Europe, I am con- 
vinced tha commercial fyftem of America may be altered 
to advantage. You have prohibited, where you ought 
to have encouraged ; and you have encouraged where you 
ought to have prohibited. Improper reftraints have 
been laid on the continent in favour of the ifland&. 
You have but two nations to trade with in America. 
Would you had twenty ! Let a£ls of parliament in con- 
fequence of treaties remain, but let not an Englifli mi- 
nifter become a cuftom-houfe officer for Spain, or for 
any foreign power. Much is wrong, much may be 
amended for the general good of the whole. 

Does the Gentleman complain he has been mifrepre- 
fented in the pubhc prints? It is a common misfortune. 
In the Spanilh affair of the lafl war I was abufed in all 
the nev»'fpapers, for having advifed his Majelly to vio- 
late the law of nations with regard to Spain. The 2lbufe 
was induflrioufly circulated even in hand-bills. If ad- 
minidration did not propagate the abufe, admmifiration 
never cont radioed it, I will not fay what advice I did 
give to the King. My advice is in writing, figned by 
myfelf, in the poffeflion of the Crown. But I will fay, 
what advice 1 did not give to the King : I did not advife 
him to violate any of the laws of nations. 

hs to the report of the Gentleman's preventing in 
fome way the trade for bullion with the Spaniards, it 
was fpoken of fo confidently, that 1 own I am one of 
thofc who did believe it to be true. 

The Gentleman muft not wonder he was not contra- 
di£led| when, as the miniftcr, he aflerted the right of 
parliament to tax America. 1 know not how it is, but 
there is a modefty in this Houfe, which does not chufe 
to contradict a minifler. I with geiitkmen would get 
the better of this modclly. Even that Chair, Sir, fome- 
timcs looks towards St. Jame:>'s. If they do not, per- 
haps, the coileftive body may begin to abate of its re- 
fpeft for the reprefentative. Lord Bacon had told me, 
that a great qucilion would not fail of being agitated at 

one 
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ooc tiii^ Off jiQQ^lifr. r was wUHng to agitate that at the xxfx. 
proper fcafon, iiifi Qtvmzn war: my German war,, they ^^^^^^^ 
called it. Every fcflions I caUcd put, has any body any f^gg, 
objeftions to tlie Geinjian war? Nobody would objeft to 
11, one gentleman only excepted, f^nce removed to the 
upper Hoiife, by fucceffion to an ancient barony, (mean- 
ing Lord D^J^ertcer^ formerfy Sir Francis I>afl)wood\) be 
toldme^ ** be did not like a German war." I bpnoured 
the manfbr it^and was forry v^'hen he was turned out ot 
hispoft. * 

A great deal has been faid without doors, of tfie powcr,i 
of the ftrengthof America. Jt is a topic that ought tq 
be cautioufly meddled with. ' In a good caufe, on a found 
bottom, the force of this country can crufli America tq 
atoms. I know the valour of your troops. I know tli^q 
ikill of your officers. There is not a company of fogt 
that has fenred in America, out of which you may not 
pick a man of fufficient knowledge ^nd experience, fq 
make a governor of a colony there. But on this ground, 
on the Stamp Aft, when fo many here will think \x a cry- 
ing injuftice, I am one who will lift up my hands againd it. 

In ' fuch a caufe your fuccgfs would be hazardous. 
America, if (he fell, would fall like the ftrong man. She 
would embrace the pillars of the ftate, and pull down the 
conftitution along with her. Is this your boa (led peace ? 
Not to flieath the fword in its fcabbard, but to flieath it 
in the bowels of your countrymen ? Will you quarrel 
with yourfelves ; now the whole Houle of Bourbon is 
united againft you ? While France difturbs your fifheries 
in Newfoundland, embarraflcs your flave trade to Africa, 
and with-holds from your fubjedls in Canada, their pro- 
perty ftipulated by treaty ; while the ranfom for Manillas 
is denied by Spain, Tind its gallant conqueror bafely tra- 
duced into a mean plunderer, a gentleman, (Colonel 
Draper) whofe noble and generous fpirit would do honour 
to the proudcft grandee of the country. The Americans 
have not afted in all things wifh prudence and temper* 
The Americans have been wronged. They have been 
driven to madnefs by injuftice. Will you punifh them 
for the madnefs yoii have occafioned ? Rather let pru- 
dence and temper come firft from this fide: I will un- 
dertake for America . that ihe will follow the example* 
There arc two lines in a ballad of Prior's, of a man's 

Vol. I. Z behaviour 



( 338 ) 

V 

Chap, behaviour to hU wife, fo applicable to you and your co- 
XXIX. Ionics, that I cannot help repeating them: 
"•-^"V^^ Be to her faults a Utile blind: 

' 7^"; Be to her virtues very hind* 

Upon the whole^ I will beg leave to tell the Houfe 
what is really my opinion. Itis, that the Stamp Ad be 
repealed ahfoiutelj^ totally^ and immediately. That the rea- 
fon for the repeal be afligned, becaufe it was founded on 
an erroneous principle. At the fame time, let the fo- 
vereign authority of this country over the colonies be 
aflerted in as ftrong terms as can be devifed> and be made 
to extend to every point of legiflatton whatfoever. That 
we mav bind their trade^ confine their manufaBures^ and 
exercife every power whatfoever, except that of uking 
their money out of their pockets without their confent! 

pliments" ^^ ^^^ courfe of this debate Mr. Burke made 
Mr. his firft fpcech in parliament. Mr. PiU compli- 
Burkc. mented him upon it, in tt:rms peculiarly flatter- 
ing to a young man. 
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CHAP. XXX. 



Lord Buterefolvis to change the Miniftry again^'^Dif* 
regards the Duke of Bedford-^Tries to gain Lord 
Temple^^Meeting at Lord Eglintoun^s-^Amufes 
Lord Temple^- Lord Strangers affertion — Lord 
RockingbanCs requeft — jij^air of Dunkirk^-^Ne* 
gociaiion with Mr. fVilkes-^Propqfition for the 
Government of Canada^^^DiJapproved by the Chan* 
cellar f who advi/es the King to fend for Mr. Pitt. 

JD E F O R E the meeting of parliament, the Chap. 
new miniftry having (hewn an inclination to re-^^~™^ 
verfe the fyftem purfued by their predeceflbrs, 1766. 
Lord Hute, who had been the author of that fyf- Lord 
tern, took a rcfolution to remove them. He f^^^ ^^' 
was no longer terrified by the threats of impeach- change 
ment. The Duke of Bedford had connived fo ^^« ni*"^^- 
long, his Grace could not now bring forward his ^' 
menaced accufation upon any ground or pretence ^*^^^' 
of public principle. He had moreover been re- f)utVof 
cently ftigmatized by violent marks of popular Bedford, 
odium*. His Grace was not at this time in the 
judgment of the favourite, an objed of either 
dread or rcfped. 

* By the Spitalfield weavers, who*had affembled in great 
multitudes before his houfe. Several partizaDS of Lord Bute 
were feen axnongft them. 

Z z Lord 
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Chap- Lord Bute's attention at this period was diredl- 
J^^^ ed to another nobleman. Since the reconcilia- 
1766, rton between Lord Temple and his brother Mr. 
Tries to Grenville, there had commenced a coolnefs bc- 
Tcmplc[ twecn his Lordfliip and Mr. Bitt, and between 
his Lordfliip and Mr. James Grenville. They 
imagined from fevcral circumftaoces, that their 
brother had fupplantcd them.ia his Lord(hip's 
favour and confidence. To diifolve^ all great 
contieftions had been Lord Butts favourite 
maxim from the liiomedt of his acfceffioa to 
power. Nothing, therefore, coutd be more fa- 
vourable to his projtfdi than this family diviiibn. 
He refolved to feize the opportunity which this 
circumftance feemed to offer. Accordingly, a 
few days after the meeting of parliament, when 
Mr. Pitt had given the decifion for the repeal of 
the Stamp Aft (by the preceding fpeech) which 
Mr. Grenville had oppofed, he foHcited an inter- 
view with Lord Temple and Mr. GrertviUe^ for the 
purpofe of fornling a new adminiftratlon. His 
firft application wns to Lord EgUntoun^ between 
whom and Lord Temple^ there fubfifted a Very 
warm friendfliip. Lord Eglintotm opened his 
Meeting commiflion to Lord Temple ?it Lord Coventry% 
Eglln- where they dined on the firft Sunday after the 
toun's. meeting of parliament. The converfotion began 
upon the affairs of America, in which the three 
Lords agreed in opinion, that a reposal of the 
Stamp Aft would be a furrender of the authority 
of the Britifh legiflature over the colonies. Lord 
E^Uni9un fi|nding that Lord. fif;rt/»fe was af their 
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optnicHi^ faid to his Lordlhip, " Let us talk no Chap, 
more upon that fubjedl here, but let us go to XXX. 
your brother— Has your Lordlhip received no^^^'J'X^ 
nieflage from him ?" Lord Temple faid he had 
not : and in a few minutes after they went to Mr. 
Grenville*s. This matter had been more expli- 
citly opened to Mr. GrenvUIe, by Mr. Cadogan, 
now Lord Cadogan, and Mr. Grenville had re- 
quefted Lord Suffolk to acquaint the Duke of 
Bedford with it. Upon feeing his brother, he 
inftantly told him, without being aflced a queftion, 
that an opening had been made to him of an 
accommodation with Lord Bute, and that he 
wanted to confult his Lordlhip upon making the 
Duke of Bedford a party to the affair. Lord 
Temple replied, ** that he might do as he pleafed ; 
but that he, himfelf, would have no concern in 
the matter.*' 

Another channel to Lord Temple was then pur- 
fued. This was by Mr fT. G. Hamilton, who 
was in the mod confidential intimacy with hi$ 
Lordlhip, and who, from the time of the fepara- 
tion of Mr. James Grenville, was intended to be 
his Chancellor of the Exchequer, if ever he ac- 
cepted of the treafury. But Mr. Hamilton 
knowing his Lord(hip*s temper and refolution 
with refpedt to Lord Bute, did not warmly re- 
commend the propofition. 

Next day (Monday) Lprd Eglintoun went to 
Mr. Grenville\ to defire him to meet Lord Bute 
^thishoufe; but Mr. Gr^/zv/V/^ was gone to the 
Houfe of Commons ; upon which Lord Eglin- 

' toun 
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Chap, ioun went there to hitn ; but meeting with Mr. 
J^^^^ Stuart Mackenzie^ he incaatioufly told him of the 
1766. intended meeting, and that gentleman immedi- 
ately informed Lord Holland^ who feeing Lord 
Bute a few moments after, told his Lordflitp, 
•* That he was going to do a very foolifli thing ; 
but as he had gone fo far he mud not flop ; but 
give them the meeting, hear what they had to 
propofe, and then leave them.'* 

Lord Temple called upon his brother, juft as 
he had returned from the Houfe of Commons. 
In a minute or two afterwards, Lord EgUntoun 
came in ; and being rejoiced to fee his Lordfhip, 
begged he would flay there ten minutes, while 
he went home. Lord Temple faid he could not 
flop fo long ; that he was going to the Houfe of 
Lords upon particular bufinefs, and it was grow- 
ing late. Lord Eglintvun then defired he would 
flay only five minutes. This was refufed. Laftly, 
he requefled only three minutes ; and this was 
^ refiffed alfo. But in the expoflulation it came 
out, that it was to meet Lord Bute^ whom Lord 
EgUntoun fuppofed was, by this time, waiting 
at his own houfe, and wifhed to fetch him. At 
length, prefling the matter very earneflly, Lord 
Temple anfwered, by G-d I will not — that was his 
cxpreflion, and immediately flepped into his car- 
riage. 

The Duke of Bedford and Mr. Grenville met 
Lord Bute at Lord Eglinioun^s, The conference 
was very fliort. Lord Bute followed Lord Hoi* 
land*s advice-:-he heard them — ^and then left them. 

He 
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He afterwards faid to Lord Eglintoun, that he did Chap. 
not meet the perfon he wanted to meet CLord .^^ V, 
Temple J, but the perfon he did. not want to meet. I'jce. 
(the Diikcof Bedford. J Some time afterwards, 
Mr. Fin mentioned this meeting in the Houfe of 
Commons. Mr. Grenville did not deny it ; but 
faid, ** That the fingle propofition made, or 
point fpoken of, was relative to the bell means 
of preventing the intended repeal of the Stamp 
Aft. No other fubjed was mentioned." 

Notwithftanding the ill fuccefs of this projeft, Amufci 
Lord Bute found means, through one of the }jf^^ 
Princefs's confidantes, to amufe Lord Temple mih 
affurances, that a Carte-bJanche would, in a very 
little time be offered to him : and this manoeuvre 
was managed fo well, he was completely duped by 
it. Hebelicvcd the aflurancesforfome time. The 
defign was to engage him warmly in the oppofi- 
tion to the repeal of the Stamp Aft ; alnd he fell 
into the fnare. Having implicitly adopted the 
American politics of his brother, the America^ 
politics of the court became an eafv, and almoft 
a natural gradation. 

During the progrefs of the bill for the repeal 
of the Stamp Aft, it was ftrongly infin^uated in 
Parliament, that the bill was very far from being 
agreeable to the King ; upon which Lord Rock- 
ingham afferted, 'that his Majefty's approbation of 
the meafure was clear and unequivocal. Next 
day. Lord Strange maintained the contrary— that Lord 
iis Majcfty highly difepproved of the bill. Lord fSfn** 
RqckingbatH was greatly furprifed by this explicit 
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declaration from Lord SlrMge ; and at bis next 
audience of the King, he-requefted the honour 
1766* of his Majefty*s opinion in writing; which the 
Lord King refuled to give. This circumflance was an 
ham's^rf" indlfputablc proof, that, notwiihftandtng the late 
qucft. negoccation had not fucceeded, yet his Miijefty 
ftill withheld his confidence from his prefent fcr- 
vanls. Another change of minHlers was doubt- 
lefs in contemplation ; although no frefli appli- 
cations for that pii pofe were yet made. 

However unfortunate t'hefe minifters might be 
in the clofct, yet they rendered great and impor- 
tant fcrvices to the country. Their pfoceedings 
and condud are well known; they are to be 
found in the public accounts of the time : but 
there is one meafure of that adminiftratiori which 
has been very imperfedHy flatted. It is concern- 
ing Dunkirk. 
Dunkirk. This point of frequent and anxious difcuflion, 
feems to have been miftaken by the Brittih mi- 
nifters, prior and fubfequent to Lord Rockingbam. 
From the peace of Utrecht, in the year 17 13, 
to the month of September 1765, all oar de- 
mands concerning the demolition of Dunkirk, 
have originated in a wrong principle. We have 
infifted upon levelling the ramparts, upon filling 
up the cunette, &c. Thefe were immaterial 
points to which the French couft confented, af- 
ter fome affefted hefitation. The fbrtifications 
ori' the land fide are of no confequence to Eng- 
land. It was the harbour alone that ought to 
have engaged our attention.* Lord RocJdngbam 
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faw thislmiftakc ; hi his adminifl ration only Avas 
fhe demblition of the harbour ferioufly attempt- 
ed : and 'h^d he remained a Httle brrger in office, 
it muft have been aCcomplilhed. His demands '7^^' 
were dircdled to the jettces, which prote(5l the 
channel to the harbour, and without which the 
harbour becomes totally unfer viewable. Thefe 
jettees are two piers, which projeft about three 
quarters of a mite from the harbour into the fca. ; 
and are abcut twelve feet high from low- water 
mark : between them is the channel into the 
harbour. His Lordlhip ordered a breach to be 
tnatie in the Eaftern jettee, near the middle, 
fufficient to admit the fea. AH Dunkirk was in- 
iRantly filled with alarm. They faw the ruin of 
the harbour was inevitable. A few tides, made 
the fart clcfar. The fand was driven through the 
breach with fuch afftoniftiirig velocity, it was fully 
manifefl the channel muft be entirely choaked 
in a few days more. Had this breach been made 
larger, which was intended ; and another made v 

lower down towards the fea, which was alfo in- 
tended ; the harbour muft have been fo efFedu- 
ally rendered ufelefs, that nothing larger than a 
row boat, or a pilot, could have got into it. 1 he 
French immediately faw the effed of this fmall 
breach, and inftantly put a flop to the progrefs 
of the workmen. The reader is to obferve, that 
in all the ftipulations our Court has made with • 

France refpedling Dunkirk, a kind of childifti 
delufion hais conftantly been admitted ; — this was 
—the French were to employ their own people 

to 
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to execute our demands, and we were to fend 
our furveyors to examine and report the (late of 
their operation. Our furveyors had no controul 
over the workmen : and if the French governor 
at any time chofe to put a ftop to their latpur, 
we could not oblige them to refume their work. 
The furveyors might return to England, and upon 
their report, the Britilh ambaffador at Paris was 
ufoally inftrudted to remonftrate ; which com- 
monly produced an evafive anfwer. The fur- 
veyors have been Yent back, and the fame farce 
has been played over again. In this manner have 
the negociations concerning Dunkirk been conti- 
nued, dropped and revived, from the year 17 13. 
As a proof that Lord Rockingham was right in this 
matter, we need only obfcrve the conduft of the 
French in this particular, fince the treaty of 
1782, by which we furrendered all claim and 
concern whatever refpeding Dunkirk. Inftead of 
repairing the fortifications, on the demolition of 
which we formerly fo ftrenuoufly infifted, or 
opening the cunette, or paying any regard what- 
ever to the land fide, their* whole attention has 
been di reded to widening, deepening , and enlarging 
the harbour. They have made it capacious, fafe, 
and convenient. Thole who think Dunkirk a place 
of no danger to the commerce of London, may 
find their miftake in a future day. 

During this adminiftration Mr. fTilkes return- 
ed from France to London ; and there was fome 
communication between the minifters and him. 
The following is Mr. Humphry Cotes's account of 

this 
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ibis affair, tranfcribed verbatim from his own CtfAf^ 
nianufcript. vj^i/ 

. , ** Monday the I2lh of May, 1766, Mr. fVilkes 1766. 
arrived in town from France, with Mr. Macleane 
(formerly in partnerftiip with Mr. Stewart ^ in a j^ q^j^j, 
druggift's ftore at Philadelphia). He was very tion with 
intimate with Mr. Burke ^ through whofe intereft^^' 
he was made governor of the ifland of St. Mar- 
tin. Mr. IVilkes had a lodging ar Mr. Ste^arfs^ 
in Holles-ftreet, Cavendilh fquare. Mr. Cotes 
did not know of his coming, till he faw the ac- 
count of his arrival in the Evening Poft of Tuef- 
day, at his houfe at Byflcet. He immediately 
came to town, when he found a note from Mr. 
./^i/i^j, defiriog to fee him. He went innmedi- 
ately ; when Mr. fVilkes acquainted him that he 
was came to demand a performance of the re- 
peated promifes of the minifters; which he 
had in writing, viz. to give him a general par- 
don, five thoufand pounds in caih, in lieu of 
what he might receive from a fine from Lord 
Halifax^ and fifteen hundred pounds />^r annum, 
for thirty years, upon Ireland. He faid he had 
feen feveral people from the minifters, and had 
great reafon to hope for fuccefs. He faid, the 
people he had converfed with from the minifters, 
cxprefled great wrath againft Lord Temple^ for 
his ftrong oppofition to their meafures ; that he 
told them, he hacl very many and fingjular obli- 
gations to Lord Temple \ and if that was not the 
cafe, he had fo great a regard for Lord Templets 
public and private virtues, that nothing under 

Heaven 
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CmAr. Heaven fhould induce him to do any thing that 
,^Z^ would give that noble Lord a moment's uneafinefs. 
1766. He defired me to communicate this to Lord Tem- 
ple, and to aflure him of his beft refpedts ; and 
that he would have paid his refpeds in perfon, 
but as he was in an interefting negociation with 
the prefent minifters, he hoped his Lordfhip 
would excufe him. I went immediately to Lord 
Temple's bed-fide, and related the above to him. 
He feemed extremely well fatisfied with Mr. 
fVilkci's conduA, and wiflied moft heartily that 
the minifters might be as good as their promtfes. 
He defired me to convey his kind compliments 
to Mr. fVilkes, and to aflure him of his friend- 
fhip and approbation of his conduct upon the 
prefent pccafion : at the fame time he told me, 
that^he was very certain that Lord Rockingham had 
not the leaft intention of ferving Mr. fVilkes, and 
feared they would deceive him. 

** I faw Mr. tVilkes next morning, and found 
Mr. S. Luttrell* with him. I thought that a 
good omen for Mr. fFilkes, as I knew Luttrett to 
be a friend of Lord Bute ; and I knew, without 
that dilator's confent or approbation, nothing 
would be done for my poor friend. However, I 
found afterwards, that Luttrell only came upon 
private bufinefs. Mr. fVilkes was extremely well 
fatisfied with Lord Templets anfwer to him, but 
feemed to think he fliould fucceed with the mi- 
nifters. He continued in the fame fentiments all 

♦ Afterwards Lord Carbampon, 
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that week ; though I often told him, from the Gnkr. 
beft and mod authentic information, that I heard XXX. 
they never had fpoketo the King about him, nor^I^^ 
dafed they do it. I went out of town as ufual 
on Saturday, and returned on Monday ; when I 
found my friend piuch lowered in his expedati- 
ons ; but faid he (hould fee Mr. Fitzherbert next 
day and hoped things would go better. The next 
day, he told me, he had got into a damttd fcrape^ 
and believed he had been deceived, and that my 
information was true, viz. that the minifiersdid 
not intend doing any thing for him : he faid Mr. 
Fitxberbert had alked him in the name of Lord 
RGckingharHf for a carte- blancbe, to leave it to his 
Lordftlip to do as he thought proper. To which 
Mr. ff^lkes anfwercd, that he knew Mr. Fitzher- 
bert to be a man of honour, and if the bufinefs 
was to pafs between Jthem, he fliould have no 
fort of objedion ; but wiftied Mr, Fitzherbert to 
recoiled), that he himfclf told him the day be- 
fore^ that Lord Rockingham had broke his word 
with him ten tknes, and then wiflied Mr. Fitz- 
herbert to declare whether he would truft him ? 

'* The next day (Wednefday), hefeemed to 
have fome more pleafing hopes, having feen Mr. 
Rofe Fuller f, Mr. G. Onflow, the late Speaker's 

f It is an intercftmg anecdote of this gentleman, that he was 
Tioletit in oppofition to fcvcral minifters ; particularly on alt 
^ucfttons concerning Britifli liberty and American poh'ty ; and 
that when he died in the year 1777, it was difcovcred, he had 
received a pcnfion from the court for many years. His 
wannth and apparent zeal induced every oppofition to admit 
Jkiiti into their confidence. 
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fon, and Sir fT. Baker. He then to|d me, thai 
they bad faid the King was poflefled with a no- 
"1766^ tion, that minifters had fent for him on purpofc 
to cmbarrafs his afFdirs, and that it would take 
time to difabufe the royal ear. I immediately 
made enquiry after the truth of this aflcrlion, 
and found it totally void of truth, and that the 
name of t^^ilkes had never reached the royal ear 
by any of his minifters. Of this 1 informed him. 
** I found this day 'v Friday) that they had 
prefled him much to go back to France, but that 
he had abfolutcly refufed them ; and defired [ 
would get him a private lodging in Surrey, near 
the Thames, to facilitate his efcape in cafe of ne- 
ceffity. I went next day to Mr. Jonathan Tyers^ 
who very gentecly offered his houfe at Dorking, 
but that was thought to be too far off. I went to 
By fleet on Saturday, and left him to go on Sunday 
and fee a houfe Mr. Tyers had provided for him. 
I offered him By fleet, but be objefted that it 
would be too public, and that it would be declar- 
. ing againft the prcfent minifters, as they knew 
my enmity to them. 

' *• On my return on Tuefday, I found he had 
given over all hopes of fuccefs from the minif- 
ters, and defired I would fee /^^/7//>j (his folicitor) 
and Meffrs. Glynn and Dunning^ to confult what 
was proper to be done previous to his furrender 
on the Friday following, (the firft day of term) 
as he was firmly lefolved to fland all chances ; 
and faid he had told Meflrs- Bt^^ and Fitzb^k^rt 
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that he had taken that refoluion, and that if they Chap. 

. XXX 

wanted to fee a fteadier man than him, they muft ^^^^^.^^ 

go to Corfica to find one. 1766- 

** I appointed Philips to meet at Mr. fVilkes*s 
next day in the evening, and we went Serjeant 
Glynn's houfein Bloomfbury-fquare, who was fo 
obliging as to accompany lis to Mr. ff^ilkes, and 
flayed there the whole evening. Our difcourfe 
ran upon the means to be taken, either to appear 
perfonally, or by attorney, to reverfe the out- 
lawry ; but as the ferjeant had not confidered of 
the matter, the confultation was deferred until 
next morning, when Mr. Duftning was to meet. 
** I found Sir fV. Baker ^ud Mr. Fitzherhert 2ii 
Mr; ff^ilkes^s door next morning, going into Sir 
fVilltam^s chariot ; who faid to me, ** that he 
was going upon an embafly for my friend within 
doors.** I found Meflrs. Glynn and Dunning in 
the dining-room with Mr. fFilkes and Philips, and 
a good deal of difcourfe upon the proceedings 
upon writs of error, &c. pafled ; but Mr. IVilkes 
was defirous to fufpend any refolution being ta- 
ken, until the return of Sir IV. Baker and Mr. 
Fii%herbertj which happened in about two hours ; 
when after a long converfation with ihem, and 
Lord Rockinghatn*s fecretary, Mr. Burke, who 
came with them, Mr. fVilkes came up flairs and 
told us, that as he could not reverfe his outlawry, 
either, by error, or appearance, until November 
term, and as he did not chufe to furrender and lie 
in prifon all that ^ime^ he had determined to go 
abroad again. He told me, that they had not 
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given him any money, nor wouW iord Ruking^ 

bam make him any promife ; and tliat he bad 

been forced to borrow one hundred pounds of 

Mr. Fii7J:erberty as a private friend. He had 

received one hundred and thirty polinds before,, 

from the fubfcription of one tboufand pouwfcf^r 

annum^ promifed by the miniftryi of Mr. fVlz^ 

herhcrt: which made the whole received cf ibi» 

boafted aftiir.fix hundred and thirty poajnds for 

the year \*j6y Mr. M^'Ukea faid h^ wonld cer-* 

tainly come in November, and take his chance- 

*' Sir IV. Baker a{ked Lord Rackingbam what 

he intended for Mr. tVilk^s ? I^rd Rockingham 

anfwered, Mr. IVilkes muft truft to his honour. 

Sir IV. Baker faid be would certainly have no ob* 

jedion to do that, but thought that, fpfnetbing 

(hould be mentioned of his intentions ; that if 

his Lordftiip would gtve his honour to intercede 

with the King for his pardon, or do any thing 

elfe in his power for his fervioc, he would ac- 

qoaint Mr. fVilkes, who would be fatisHcd with 

refpedto lime, &c. But as ip trailing tq his 

Lord(h:p*s honour at large, he (hoiald conftrue 

that as a negledl of Mr, f'Filk^s ; and fhould ao- 

quaint him, that he had nothing to expect from 

hie Lordlliip ; and that he (hould look upon thi? 

as a flight of himfclf. Anddcfired that Mr, 

fl«r^^ might go with him to Mr- f'Vilkfs, to whom 

he delivered the above meffage." 

Propofiti- When the peace of the American colonies had 

govern- ^ ^^^" fettled, the miniftry took into confiderauon 

mcntof the ftate of Canada; for which great prqviwe 
Caoada* , 

the 
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the late minifters had provided no conftitutiott. 
This dcfeft they conceived it neceflary to fupply. 
And for this purpofe, they drew the outlines of 
a plari of government, preparatory to a bill. Propofi- 
This plan, or principal features of one, was fub- tionfor 
mitted to the chancellor (Lord Northington)^ ^^^vernmcnt 
fo far from approving of it, or offering to cor- of Cana- 
redl it, condemned the whole meafure in the mof! ^^' 
violent terms of indignation and intemperance. 
It is to be obferved, that the chancellor had nc Difgp. 
ver been cordially their friend ; and he leemed proved by 
eagerly to feize this opportunity of ex prefling^^y^^*"* 
his diflike. His manners were not of the mod 
gentle kind, nor was hts language very polifhed, 
whenever he indulge! in his natural difpofrtion 
of reproach ; harih and bitter, vulgar and brutal, 
were epithets frequently appHed to him. And, 
perhaps, upon no event in his life they were 
more juftly merited than the prefent. He went 
to the King, and complained to his Majefty of 
the unfitnefs of his fervants: he told the King, 
in terms of theutmoft plainnefs, that the prefcat yifes the* 
minitlers could not go on, apd that his^MajcHy Kii^ iq 
muft fend for Mr. Pitt. ^£vL 

It is cafy to cwceivc, that liiis advice was 
agreeably received. In confcqqence of it, hj$ 
Majefty commiHioncd the chancellor to confer 
with Mr; F///, on the f«b|e(ft of a t^w arrange- 
ment. 
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CHAP. XXXI. 



Lord Nortbingtott opens bis Ifegociaiion nx)hh Mt^ 
Pttt-^Duki of Grafiott refigm^^Several Perjom 
refufe Plates-^An eigbteen days Journal-^Mr. 
Pitt fees the King-^Lord temple fent for^ and 
goes to the King^^Conference between Mr. Pitt 
and Lord Temple at Bampfiead — Tbey differ and 
feparate-^Lord Temple has an Audience of the 
King — Returns Jo Stowe^^Mr. Pitt created Earl 
of Cbatham-^Mis extraordinary Grants-^Mn 
Townjbend Manager of the Houfe of Commons'^ 
Several Perforfs refufe Places — Lord, Rockingham^ 
refufes to fee Lord Chatbam-^Mr. Stuart Macken- 
zie refi^redf^Lord Chatham not united with Lord 
Bute. 



L. 



Ixxi J^O^^ KORTHINGTON opttttd his ncgo- 
\ elation with Mr. Pitt , through the channels of 
the Duke of Grafton • and Mr. Calcraft. Mr. 
Pitt was at that time at hte new eftate in Somer- 
fetfliire ; from wbi9h place he w^ fent for. He 
arrived in London on the eleventh of July ; and 
^he fame evening he had a conferenbe with Lord 
Nortbington. 
Duke of The Duke of Grafton had lately refigned his 
^J^^'°° office of fecretary of ftate^ ^nd attached hirafclf 

to 




tb JMr. Piif : this attachment tie h^d publicly 
iiVDwed it) the Houfe of Lords *• When it was 
irtdifputably clqarj that Lord Ro^kinxbam" sadmi' 17*66. 
fa|ftrationwa$nQthonouredby theeoanicnanceand 
fupport of Mr. Ftii, not only by the Duke of Graf- 
tdn^hilt feveral biherperfonsfrefufed to contribute JSeVeral 
their afliftante ; from an apprehenfion that a new pcrfonart* 
adhliniftrition ^bdd in a fhort time, bfe appoiht- ^"^*^* 
ed ; of wbi'cbi each man flattered himfelf with 
bfetdmihg ia part, udder the idfea of forming a 
more comprehenfive fyflem; Nobody doubted the 
hbnour afad integrity of Lord Rockingham : it waS 
leven Adniittcdi that his adminiftration had befen 
regulated ahd tohdiK^ed olj the pureft principles 
bf patriotiifm ; yet there was not viirtue cinbUgh id . 
the country to fupport hirti; 

Thbfc who aflert, that LoW BuPf \*raS hot cbh- 
fultedi nor gave any advice upon this occafionj 
hiuft forget all the pWpedirig fedls, ifince xh6 
death of George the Secbffd ; and rhuft deny his ^ ; 
hoaurnal vifit^> at thiis time to the King^s mother ^ayljout 

at nal. 

^ tlis Grace tzii in the Hoiife eF Loirdsy ^* That he had 
ho objedion to the perfons or to the mcafu/rcs of the itiiniftcrS 
hie had recently leh ; hut thit he thoiijjht they Wanted ftrcngth 
and efficiency to carry oii proper mearpriUs with fuccefs • and 
that he knew but one nidn tvhoicoUId give them that ftrcnglh 
abd folidity {meaning Mr. PiH)\ that under him, he (hobld be 
TU^iUing to rcrve in any capacityi not dhly ^g a general officer j 
but as a pioneer, and would take up a fpade arid a mattock.'* 

t Lord SheBuffte rcfufeH the board df trade, and Col. Barri 
rlce-treafur^r of Ireland. 

Hig Lordftiip refufed alfo thie embafly to Parb. 

Aa2 lord. 
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Of AT. at Catftoti Houfef. Lord ikrihinpon did- not 

XXXt. indeed begin his negociaiion with ^bf. Pitt, un- 

1 766fc ^^^ ^hc inrnied iate and perfonal di¥e(^ons of Lord 

Bute, but Lord Butt^s inOucncepi^fvaded'thPOtigh 

a higlier channel. 

Lfi)rd 

Lord N'ortB refufed the exchequer^ alio yice-trcafurcr of 
Ireland. 

Lord Town/bend refuf«d'to go to Phrii dt MUHdh. 

Lord Egtnont refufed the feal% rcfigocd by th« Duke of 
Grafton^ 

Lord Hardwicle refufed them likcwifc. 

Lord Lytukon refufed a cabioet fituation. 

f An etghteen dayrfaUhfid J'oumat^^indm^ a few iaji pre^^icat 

to the tmntftry*s kijjing hands in 1766. 

TuefJayy June 24,' 1766. From Audley-ftrcet, the fa- 
▼onritc fet out about one o'clock, in- a poft-coaeli and Four, 
for Lord L\tihjitld^% at Hampton Court, and came home*ag»iit 
at ten at night; went out direftly after in a chair to Mifs 
Vanfitiart\^ maid of honour to the F. D. of W. in Sackvrlle- 
llreet ; llaid t.hei'e but a very h'ttle while, and went to Carkoifr 
Houfe, and returned home about twelve o'clock. 

IVedneJday 25. From Audl«y-ftrcct the favourite fet out ia 
a chair, at half pad fix in the evening, went to Sackville-ftrccif, 
as before ; (laid ther^ till pad teii, then went to Carlton Houfe, 
and returned home about twelve. 

Thurfday 26. From Carlton Honfc the favourite fet out at 
half pad fix In the evening in a chair, went into Sackville- 
dreet as before, ftaid there till ten, then went to Carlton Houfe, 
and came home at twelve. 

Friday 27- At ftven in the morm'ngr the favourite fet out 
from Audley-drect, for hiy feat in BedfordQiire. 

Sunday 29. The Earl returned from Bedfordfliire tht^day 
to dinner ; fet out as before at » quarter pad. fix for Sackville- 
dreet, daid there till about ten, then went, to Catlton Houfe, 
and came home at twelve. 

Monday 50. From Audley-drect the favourite fet out in » 
chair a quarter pad fix> then went to Sackville-dreet, daid there 
till about ten, then went to Carlton Hotife, and came home 
as ufual at twelve. 

Tuejday^ July I. prom ditto, at half pad fix in a chair to 
Sackville-dreet,daid there till ten, then went to Carlton Houfe^ 
and thence home at twelve. 



King. 
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LQtd Nortlnn^lon offered Mn Eitl a xarje Qb^h^^ 
hluncbe. Although Mr. Pa/^/ did not difpute his ^^^^^ 
Lord(hip'$ authoi;tty X)r veiaciiy in ^njaking this ^j^ 
offet, yet. he A*jilhed tp.have it confirmed by the 
King. Mr. Pitt was introducecl ip the King at Mr. Flit 
Richmond. The, conference vvaa very (hort. His ^"J^^^ 
,Majcfty confirmed the offer made by his chan- 
cellor ; and.added, that he had no terms to pro- 
pofe — He put himfclf into bis (Mr. Pitt's J 
hands. This was on Saturday the i:8th of July*. 

IVednefday 2. From ditto, ditto, ditto, andilitto. 
. Thurfday 3. At iixahis morning tiie favour! teTet out from 
Audley-ftrect, for his fcat in Bcdfordfhire. 

Saturday 5. The favourite returned to Andley ftreet from 
dittothis day to dinner; at half paft f|X went to SackWHe* 
ftreet, ftaid there as ufual till about ten, then toCarlton Houfe^ 
and afterwards came home about twelve as above. 

Sunday 6. At half pad fix to Sackville ftreet as ufual, about 
ten to Carlton Houfe, and home at tw^qlve. 

Monday 7. At thrc<^ quarters paft fix to Sackville^ftreet ai 
ufual, about t«n to Carlton Houfe, and home at twelve. 

Tuffday 6. At half pail fix to Sackville ftreet, about ten to 
Carltou Houfe, and home at twelve. 

Wednejday 9. At half paft fix to Sackville-ftieeet, about 
ten to Carlton Houfe, and homcat twelve. 

Thurfday 10. This morning at feven the favourite and his 
lady fet out from Audlcy-ftreet for Bedfordfliire. 

Saturday \%. Returned this day from Bcdfordfhire to din- 
ner, and, being Lord Mount Stuart's birth day, he went to 
out ^teigit tkk cvenii^g toSackvilUrftrect, ,ftaid there till paft 
ten, then went to Carlton Houfe, and returned home about 
jtwelve. 

Sunday . 1 1* At.half.paft fix to 5acfcville-ftrcet, ftaid .there 
, till paft ten, then toCarlton -Houfe, a^d home at twelve. 

Monday 14. At half paft fix to Sackville ftreet, ftaid there 
^^ili ten, .then (oiCarlton Houfe, ftaid ^here till paft twelve^ 
,and then .home. . 

• N. B. The curtains of the chair, .from. Audley to Sack* 
▼Ille-ftreet, were conftantly drawnit and the, c^ir taken into 
. the houfe. 

^ * Vide the dates of the laft three days of the preceding; 
eighteen daya journal* 

In 
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CHAf. In the evening Mr. Pin had another conference 
y^J!^^ with the chancellor, and afterwards with Ge- 
"1766. neral Conway, with whom he fettled the prin-^ 
cipal arrangements. Next day (Sunday J the chan- 
cellor, by his; Majefty% command, fcnt for Lord 
Tcfnplc ^^fnph, who was at Stowe, in Buckinghamfhire, 
fcnt for. His Lordfhip pame to town on the fourteenth. 
Kext day he waited on the King at Richmond, 
before he faw Mr. Pitt. The King acquainted 
his Lordfhip with the offer that had been made 
to Mr. Piti i and added, that he expedled his; 
Lordftiip would aflift Mr. Pitt in forming the ar- 
rangements. Next day, which was the i6tfi^ 
*^ X his Lordihip received a very afFedtionate let- 
Confc- ter from Mr. Pitt, then at Nprth End, Hamp- 
rence be- (lead, defiring to fee his Lordlhip there,^ as his 
i^tt and ' health vvould not permit him to come to town. 
I'<>'<i His l^prdlhip went ; and Mr. /V// acquainted hitn 
Hamp!*^ that his Majefty had been gracioufly pleafed to 
^eal fend for him, to form an adminiftration ; and as 
be thought his Lordfhip *' irkdifpenfabk,^^^ he de- 
fired his Majefty tp fend for him, and put him at 
the head qf the tre^fury ; ap4 that he himfclf 

X T^hi« account of tbc conference with Mr. Pitt and Lord 
TempU at Hampflead, and the fubfieqiient audience of tfie 
.KJDg, are taken from a pamphlet called jin Enquiry, &c 
3L,ord Chfjierjieidy in his Icttfcrs to liis Ton fay«, this pabplet was 
• written by Lord tVwif/f. But his. Lordfhip' was miftaken. 

The pamphlet was written by Mr. Humphry Cvtts, affiftcd bjr 
another' pcrfon. It is however true,' that the rarticufar fadis, 
^ated in this nccouitl of the conference and of the audience, 
^crc communicated by Lord Temple^ in ccnverfation with Mri 
Qoi€$; who, witliout Lord TVin^/f's participation, cauftd 
^l^em to be publifhcd. ' ' . • . . • . 

wpuld 



Ifvould take ihepoft of privy fcal. ^The com- Ckup* 
moner then produced a lift of feveral pcrfons, ^PP^^* 
which be had fixed upoa to go in with his Lord- .ii6€. 
fliip; and which, he. added, was not altered. 
IjQxd Temple faid, that he had the honour of- a 
conference with his Majcfty at Richmond the 
evening before, and that he did not underftand, 
from what had paffed between them, that Mr. 
Fitt was to h€ al^ohte mafter^ and to form every 
part of the adminiftration ; if he had, he would 
pot have given himfelf the trouble of coming to 
Mr. Pitt upon that fubjecfV, being determined to 
come in upon an equality with Mr. ftV/, in cafe 
he was to occupy the moft refponfible place un- 
der government. And as Mr. Pitt had chofen 
only a fide-place^ without any refponfibility an- 
nexed to it, he (hould infift upon fome of his 
friends being in 4he cabinet offices with him, and "; 

in whom he could confide ; which he thought .^ 
Mr. Pitt could have no objedlion to, as he muft; 
' be fenfible he could not come in with honour^ 
unlefs he had fuch nomination ; nor did he de(ire„ 
but that Mr. Pin (hould have his (hare of the no- 
mination of his friends. And his Lordfhip ad-» 
ded, that he made a Jfactifijceoi his brother, Mr. 
G. Grenville, wfao,i notwithftandiog his being en- 
tirely out of place, and excluded from all cont^eq- 
tion with the intended fyftem, would neverthe- 
lefs give him (Lord Temple J all the afliftance and 
fupport in his power : that it was his idea to con- 
ciliate all parties, which was the ground that had 
ipade Mr. Pitt's former adminiftration. fo refpe^^- 
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Cnk¥. able and glorious, and to form upon the folid bafis 
^^*^ of union aft able and refponfible adminiftratioo; 

*766. to brace the relaxed finewsof goverotneni, re- 
trieve the hono4Ar <^f the Cuown, and purfae the 
permanent; intereft of the public: but tbat if 
iJk. P/Af infifted upon a fuperior didation, and 
did not chufe to jom in a plan defigned for the 
reftoraiionof that union^ which at not ti'mewas 
ever foneceflary, hedefired thcconferen?cfetnight 
be broke off, and that Mr. Pitt would :gi ve hiwj- 
felf no further trouble about him, for that hq 
^'ould not fubtnit to the propofed conditions* 

** Mr. Pitt 9 however, infilled upon continuing 
the conference; and alked, who rhofe perfofis 
were whom his LordOiip intended for fotne of 
the cabinet employments? His Lordlhip aniwef- 
ed, that one in particular was. a noble Lord of 
approved cbarafler, and known abilities, who 
had laft year refufed the very office now offered 
to him, (Lord TempkJ ihongb preffcd to it in the 
ftrongeft manner by the Duke x>f Cumberland, 
and the Puke of Nei^caftk ; and who being their 
comnion friend, he did not doubt Mr. Pitt him* 
felf had in contemplation. This worthy and rc«» 
fpejft^ble perfon wasLord Lyitehon. At theconclu-^ 
fian of ;thifi fentcnce, Mr. Pitt faid. Good God \ 
how can^vou coaipare him to the Duke oi Grafton^ 
Lord Sbslburn^^ and Mr, Connnay f Befides, conii-» 
noed he,./ have taken the privy fcal, and he 
cannot have that. Lord fempk then mentioned 
thfc port of lord pfefident : upon which Mr. Pitt 
f4id,.that coqltl not be, far he had cn^agQd the? 

pr9» 
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jprefidteDcy : hvn, fays be^ Lord LyitUtoH may haw Cho 
afmjkin. To which, Lord Ttmple iiainediately ^CKXf. 
^mifweredi rhit ^w^ould never do ; Hor would h^ ^^^fi, 
iidin tfce bind of his admmiftr&tiorn with em apcu* 
tnulfltioa «rf penfioM. It is triiei Mn P///irouch- 
fflfed 10' permit the ooble Lord to nomtn^e 'im 
xmti board ^ bftt at the fame time infifted, that 
if "^two perfons of that board, (C. Town/bend, and 
"G. Onfione^ Efqrs.) were taimed oot, they j&ould 
tirre a compcnfeition^ i. e. f^nfions. 

** Mr. Pitt next a^ted, what perfiDn his Lord- 
lhi>p h^4ii his thoughts foriecretary of ilate? 
His Lordflrip anfwcred. Lord XSawer^ a anan of . 
great abilities, and whom he knew to be equal 
to any Mr. Pitt had nsmed> aad of much greater 
alliance; and in whom he meant and hoped \o 
tinite and eonciliate a great and powerful party, 
in order to widen and ftrengthen the bottom of 
his adminiftration, and to vacate even the idea of 
oppofition ; thereby to rcftore uoaoimity in par- 
liament, and confine every good man's attemipu 
to the real objedls of his country *s weJfare. And 
his Lordfliip added, that he never imparted his 
dcfign to Lord Gawer, aor did he know whether 
that nobleLofd wouM accept of itf , but mentioned 
it n6wunly asa comprehenfive meafurc, to attain 
the .great end he wifhed, of reftoring unanimity 
by a reconciliation of parties, that the bufinefs of 
the nation might go on without interruption, 

f Lord Temple afterwards wrote to Lord Go^er, to cscufe 
th9 mention he nad made of his narnic^ 

and 
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and become the oqIv buiinefs of parliament- But 
Mr. Pitt rejected this propofal, evidently healing 
1766. as it appeared, by faying^ that be had determined 
Mr. Comvay ftiould ftay in his prefent office, and 
that he had Lord Sbeli^urne to prppofe for the 
other office, then held by the Duke of Ricbmond\\ 
fo that there remained no room for Lord Gower. 
This Lord Temph faid, was coming to his firft 
propofition of being fole and abfolute didlator, 
to which no confideration ftiould ever induce 
^. ,.- him to fubmit. And therefor^ he infifted u^pon 
fcr. ending the conference ; which he did with fay- 
ing, that if he had befn firft called upon by the 
King, he ftiould have confulted Mr, Pittas ho- 
nour, with regard to the arrangements of mi- 
nifters, and have given him an equal fliare in the 
nomination ; and that he thought h^mfelf ill- 
^"J^^^P*- treated by Mr. Piti^ in bisnQt pljfervwg the likp 
condud.*' 

Here the conference ended. 
Lord ' Next day Lord Temple had an audience of the 
Temple j^j^g jj^ jjjg clofet ; when his Lordfliip toW his 
>hc King. Majefty in fubftancc, *' that Mr. Pitt\ terms were 
of fuch a nature, he cruld not poffibly accept of 
them confiftenily with his honour : that he had 
made a facrifice of his brother lo Mr. Piit's re- 
fentment, in order to accommodate with him ; 
but that gentleman infifted upon bringing in a 
fet of men, fome of whom were perfonal ene- 
mies to his Lordftiip, and with whom he ha4 
differed upon the moft effcniial points of go- 
vernment ; and would not permit him to name 

one 
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one friend for the cabinet, in whom he had an Chab. 
» xxxr 

jentire confidence : and had affumed a power to ^^^^^..^^ 

himfelf, to which his Lord(hip never could fub- i766, 
mit ; for if he did, the world would fay, with 
great juftice; that he went in like a child, to go 
out like a fopl. That his wilh was, to retrieve the 
honour of the nation by an adminiftration framed 
upon a broad bottom, and compofed of men of 
the beft abilities, without refpeft to party, which 
his firft and principal view was to extinguilh and 
annihilate, as much as poflible, in order that the 
whole attention of parliament might beconfined 
to great objedls of national concern. That he had 
never been a fuitor to his Majefty, either for him- 
felf or his friends, for any place of honour or 
emolument ; he did not eveti feek the prefent 
offer* yet fie was extremely willing to facrifice 
his own peace and leifure to the fervice of his 
Majefty and the country, provided he could do 
it with honour ; but that, he added, was in hi$ 
own difpofal, and he would not make a compli- 
ment of it to any mart, 
' " In the evening (of the fanle day) the noble 
Lord told Lord Norihington^ that the farce was at 
an end; and the malque was oflf: His Lordfliip 
need not have fent for him from the country, for 
there was no real wilh or intention to have him 
in the adminiftration." 

Lord Temple returned to Stowe. The natural And re- 
difpofition of this tioble Lord, was the tnoft g"]^*^^^^ 
amiable that can be cbnceived to his friends, 
pat when offended, his difapprobation was warm 

and 
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and conff iouous— his language flowed Xpontan*- 
oufly from his feelings.; 'his heart and his voice 
always correfponded. Wibh fuch a tenr^r, it 
was not probable that the cawfe of his feparaiion 
from Mr- Pitt would either Jje cpnce^lcd, .or ja- 
difFerqntly expreffed. 
MnPitt Mr. Pitt having made choice qf ,the pfEcc of 
created privy feal for himfelf, was neceffarily created a 
Chatham. V^^^' "^^^ ^^ announced to the .public, ia the 
London Gazette in the fol lowing wordg . . ■■■ ■ 
" St. James's, July 30. The .King h^s been 
pleafed to grant unto the right honourable fVil-^ 
Ham Putt and his heirs male, the dignity of a 
Vifcount and Earl of Great Britain, by th^ name 
^ ftyle and tiije.of Vifcount Pit/, of -Barton- Pyn- 
fent, in the county of Sonaerfet, and ,Earl of 
Chatham, ia Kent."-«^A lift of the perfons, 10 
whom his.Lordibip diftributod the offices of ftate, 
may be feeniatthe end of the work*. Allhowgh 

be 

'* But thefollawing extraordinary gp'ants arc proper to be 
DQentioned here.— Having made Lord Northington prefident of 
the councili it was fttpulated, that whcnevei; his LofdHiip 
fhould refign that pofl, he (hould receive durinig his.life a pen- 
lion of 40ocl« 

.Alfo^tbe reverfion of the hanaper was ieaired t& him for 
two lives after the demifc of the Duke of Chandot s (alary 
fuppofed to be per annum 1350I. 

The revcrfion of a teller of the exchequer for tord (SwPr 
denh Ibn. Salary about per annum 35001. 

A penfion to Lord Camden on the Irifh eftablifhment, 19 
cftfe he fhould lofe his poft of lord chancellor before there is a 
▼aeancy in the exchequer for hiB fon ; per annum 1500I. 

A pcnfion to Col. Ltgonkr for life, on England ; per anntua 
150DI. 

A farrcBder of the borough of Oiipti lo Lord tkri- 

/ord 

Mr. 
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hfe eonriniaisd MuCon'^ay inihis poffof fectetary Cw/wr; 
of iJfeta, ydt he gave the madagecnent of the .^^^ 
Hdilfodf Communis to Mr- T&whfbendr 2lmJ Lord ^^^^ 
Ord^nb^ Wild' put^t th« h^d df tfoe army. Before MrTown- 
V.t^d^€hmhiM hadfiJ^ly fettled bis arrangements^ Se Houfc 
he irrad^ fefera'l'^flfer&to different perfons of great of Coin, 
weight arid: Gonfideration, wkh a view of ftrength- ™^°*' 
cniflg his. minifliiy> andiof detaching them frorlv , 

their friends. BUt tteat faperiority of itimA 
Whicb had'dJenied him tftfe' uftwl habhs of inter* 
cotirfe witlrthe world, gave an air of auflcf ity t® 
his. tnaraiersv and precluded the policy of a con*' 
venient coftdefcienfion to the miwutiae of polite« 
nefs, and fafcinating powers of add^efs. He 
made an offer of fecretary of ft ate to Lord Gb-tt^r, i 
whom he had refufed, wften propofed for that 
offite by his brother. He made offers to the 
Diiice of Pbrtlbfid^, Mr. Dtrwde/<tsTfiI, and feVerat 
others. But in fuchtcrms of hauteur, as feemed g^^^^ 
to provoke, thot3gh unintentionally, the neceflky perfon* 
of refafal-f*. They werealf reje(5ted. He then ^^^"^^ 
waited upon Lord Rockingham^ at his boufe in 
Grofvenor fquare ; hnt Lord Rockkgham^ who Lord 
wa$ at home, refufed to fee him.— Thefe cir- Roc5«^»ng- 

nam re- 
Mr. Stanley ' appointed atnbaflador to Rufiia, but never fufes to 

went-^ — ■" fee LorJ 

Lord Brlfiol appoiDted lord liVt^enant of Irdandy but ne- Chatham.. 

▼er went 

An additional pi^nfiori to Prince TtrAnand^ on the Ii?!fll 

eflfabl^ment, per aiifiUfn 20CQh 

f To onr o£ the mofi: aihtable and gentle manners, an 
aBrupi meflage wa& fent^ '* Tbat be might have an office if be 
would.'* To another, " That fuch an office was (till vacant."' 
To a tbtrd, •• That he xmift tekc fu€h an office, or noner'* 

cumflances- 
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t»Ar. cumft^nces chagrined him confidefably.. He 
**^^' now found, for the firft time in his hfe, that 
1766, fplcnciid taldnts alone, were not fufficient td fup- 
port the higheft fituatidns ; that the governEncnC 
of a party and the goyernment of ^ qatioD, were 
as diftinefl in their features as in their priQeipIes% 
He now felt the lofs of his brother, Lord Temple 4 
whofe gracious affability procured him the e(ieeni 
of all ranks of people, while the fplendor of bis 
own talents commanded their admiration. Thcfc 
two great men united, fnade a hoft agaicift the 
world ; but when fepafated,- thej became the 
inftriimems of two f anions ; both of them wrth- 
out intending it, for fome time witboat perceiv- 
ing it ; Lord Cbaibam of the courts and. Lord 
Jemple of the bppofition. 
. On* of the tirft afis of Lord Cbathan^s admi- 
ftlftratiarf, vr^afs the reft oration of" Mr. Stuari 
Mackenzie. ^^lic did this in the hahdfomeft man- 
ner poffible.-r^When Mr. Mackenzie was firft ap- 
pointed to ikvtfinecure of privy feal fof Scotland, 
he was honoured with the royal affurance, that 
he (hould enjoy the place for his* life. But the 
Duke of Bedford bad obliged ^is Majefty to break 
his promife in the year 1765, id order to con- 
vince the nation, that he [the Duke] was riot 
irnder the influence of Lotd Bute. Lord Cba^ 
^ ibam thought this removal fiich a flagrant viola- 
tion of the royal proniife, that he made this repa-* 
tbn of the King's private honour one of the firft 
zCts of the late riiiniftry, without regarding the 
unpopularity of the meafure. T^is circum- 
ftance indlfputably proves, that Lord Cbatbam 

wa^ 
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\^^i fiot unfavourably difpofcd to the King'^s CrfA^. 
fiiendfliJps, nor even to his partialities. And if ^^^^^^^ 
we rifled a mt>ment upon the great political ta- jf6&. 
lents of his Lordfhip, and the wonderful effects 
of his return to office in the year 1757, we nw:y 
fafely fay;^ that every puMic intereft, and every 
private attachment, might have been at this pe- 
riod, as harmonioully arranged, and would pro- 
bably have httti honoxwed with equal fuccefs, 
and fupported hy fim^ilar unanimity, bad he found 
the fame fidelity in the clojet* 

The reftoration of Mr, 5. Mackenzie^ the fad Mr. StJiJ. 
of his own peerage, and his fudden difference |^^*^^*^. 
with Lord Temple^ gave caufe and credit to a^ftorcd* 
fafpkron, which all the minions of the court 
afliduoufly encouraged and circtilated, that in a 
very Ihort time prevailed throughout the king^ 
dom, of his having joined the EafI of Bute. ^ . 
However ftrong the appearances were, it is cer- Chatham 
tainly true^ that the fufpicion was unfounded. >« united 
What was foid of Lord Rotkinghm, on a fimirar ^J;!'^^'''* 
pretencfe of fufpicion, might with equal veracity 
be faid of him alfo— •^*" That with the' Earl of 
Bute he had no perfonal connexion, nor cor- 
fefpondence of council : he neither courted him,/ 
nor perfecuted him." f ' 

f By Mr, Burh^ 
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CHAP. xxxn. 



Bmhargo on the Export atiort of Com-^State of fat* 
tm — Conference between Lord Chatham and tie 

. Duke of Bedford at Bath^Canference' temm 
Lord Chatham and Lord Edgcumbe — Ir^' confi- 
quencesr^Tbe Admiralty offered to Lord Gdiwrr— 
Conduit of the Court— Second Confer enca- with the 
Duke of Bedford^-^Breaks off. 

Chap. X HERE never was kmown k Englaod fo 

^^^^^^^ wet a fu.mmer as that erf laft year. From the 

1766. month of March to the montli of Augusft^ there 

Embargo were not fuccefllvely two fair days. This un- 

®" *^*/** common fcafon injured the corn harveft prodi- 

of corn. g»ou%- Towards the end of the fummer, when 

the extent of the injury was manifeft, minifteri 

held feveral councils upon the fubjeS, At 

length they iflued a protJUmation, commanding 

an embargo to be kid on the exportation of 

corn. Lord Chaiham did not attend any of thefe 

councils. To the fecond council be fent his 

opinion in writings which was in favour of the 

embargo. When parliament met, minifters de* 

fended their conduft upon this particular pointf 

by the fame arguments, and avowed the fame 

doctrines which had been ufed in defence of 

'fimifar arbitrary meafures by the Stuartt* The 

conftitutiofl. was. very ablyfupported by Lord 

MansfiM 
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Mansfield^ Lord T^mpU^ and L6rd Zpulion. And Cka? - 
..theior arguoieiitd were afterwards -pablifeed^ in a;^^^^* 
.pamphlet^ 'entitled, j1 Speech againfi tie fufpthding ; ,^^^^, 
aad difp£nfing Prerogative. Many people afcritibd 
'this fpeech.ta Lord Mansfieid. flut they wcje n.. ? 
: rtrnftakea. i: The pamphlet was wrhten under ihe 
;..tye of Lord/Ti^/^, by aigentlettmn at' thelidr, ^^j 
-jWibo was pnefent ^t the debate, and who w^as" ' • -^ 
'^Atfo affifted in the compofition byXdrd LytteJtM. .. ; 7 
.; rA few .days after 4he proclatniitibns were if- v;..*. 
;f)ie4 refpcding the embgi-go*, hiJxd'Chaliiirri 
if^tired t« Bath, = for the benefif 6f/.Ki> heal&i. 
During his ftay at Bath, the Duke of Bedford 
xaipe there for the faipe reafcm^ . Lprd Chatham 
foljcited an interview with his Grace. His Lprd- 
fliip's view wa5, to detach the Duke from Mr. 
• . GrenyiUe. His own penetration fuggefted to him State of 
the nefeffity of this attempt; and however in- parties, 
confident he might feem, in his offers to aecom- 
plilh his defign, the fa6l (hews, that men of the 
greateft talents are not always influenced by the 
llriAeft rules of confiftency. Lord Chatham waa 
not unacquainted, that a powerful land violent 
pppofition was forming againft him. It was me- 
naced, that this oppofition would cot^fift of the 
late miniflry, whom, for diftinftion's fake, anci 
becaufe the Duke of Newcaftle was yet alive, waa 
fometimes called the Pelharris^ of the relations of 
*his own family, and their friends, who, though 
a junior and a minor party, were yet a growing 
one, and of the Bedford interqft, which at th^t 

• They were dated Sept, z^^ i76i, 
• Vol. I. B b tiipt 
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C*n?. > tifine was rcfpief^able, firm and coaipa<3. The 

.i»XXJL|,yQ laft intcrefts were united. Hisdcfign was 

"^66^ to feparate ihcmj and to ftrcngthcn his admiai- 

1 ftration by an acqoiritian of the Duke oiBedfoHl. 

Confc- :. «o tbcrcforfc opened bis conference with his 

rcnccbc-. Qj^^^g^ by making the flrongeft afluranccs, that 

Lord" ^be (hould be particularly happy to fee the 

Chathaixt King's adminiftration countenanced: and fcipport* 

Dulw of *^ ^y ^^^ Grace's approbation and intcrcft; The 

Bedford.. Duke making no reply to this exordium. Lord 

: Cbaibam proceeded^ by faying, ttwtt be would 

.frankly lay before his Grace, the principal mea- 

fdres he intended to pur fue. 

Firft. H^ intended to keep the peace invrb- 

lale, and to keep a watchful eye over the prtn- 

' ees on the continent, that they did tile fame. * 

c r- -' Secondfy. He would enter into no continental 

' connexions, nor make any fubfidiary treaty with 

• any European power. 

' Thirdly. He would obferve fuch a ftrid and 
. rigid oeconomy, as (hould command the appro- 
bation of the moft frugal member of parliament; 
The Ehjkc replied, that thefe were the very 
meafures for which he had always declared 
and contended. They were his meafures, and 
; he .would certainly fupport them, whether his 
friends were in or out of office. 

Nor a word was fpoken of America,^ nor of 
aay arrangcnjcnts. 

1 hey parted in fimilar conceptions, and this 

:. interview was. only a prelude to another. And 

this, accounts for a great, part of the Bedford 

intereft 
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i/r/fr^y/ being neuter. at the meeting of pailUr PV'- 
menu ,...x * -^^^ 

^hoxA Ch/^tbams next ftep was, an alterttfi^ to ^' 1766/ 
divide the Newcaftle inttrefi. He ^cgaa^yiifa. 
Mx^ Shelley, the Duke^s near relation. :,To;jiitn 
he ptomi/ed the ftaff of: the tre^furen/pf the 
houfehold; which was- at this time in the hai^ds 
of Lord Edgecumke. . In his cxpe(natipns of ac- 
cbmpli(bing this defign,' he; was : too fanguine. 
It 13 true, he, procured the difmiffipn of LQr4 
Edgecumbe and the appointrnent oOAv. Slbelleji; 
but the difmiffion of Lord Edgecumbe was attend- 
ed with qonfequences* which rather weakened 
thap ftrengthened hid adminiftraiion ; and (0 far 
froin dividing or difmaying hrs opponents, ra- 
ther cemented their union, and provoked il?eir 
refentment. 

The payticulars of this difmiffion were iis fol- 
lows : 

. * f About the ztxh of November, 1766, theCohfc- 
minifter fent a note to Lord E. acquainting his[^°"^" 
Lordfliip, ** That a great perfonage had deter- Lord 
*' mined upon making fome aherations in his^^*^^*"*, 
*' fervants, and that he [the miniller} (hould be Edge-°^ 
'* glad to fee Lord E. m Bond-ftreet, or hecumbd. 
'* WQuld wait upon his Lordfliip in Upper Grof- 
" venor-ftreet." Lord E, diredtly waited upon 
the minifter in Bond-ftreet. The mmifter be- 
gan with highly commending hfe LordQiip's abi- 
lities, his virtues, his integrity, and recited the 
contents of his letter. Then, after many paufes,- 

* From the Political Rcgiftcr, vol. I. page 375* 

B b z and' 
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CiM». "dnd inarticulate founds, he faid, ** fle was very 
\^,^^^,.^ '* forry for it — was extremely concerned it ftiould 

1766. ** happen fo-; but-^a— it was tieceffary — 

^* a—.**' ftere Lord £: flapped "him ftorf, atid 
bluntly demanded "'if 'his poft was deftined for 
•^ artdtfitfr/* The mihffter, afrer'.a little paufe, 
and tittering a few broken ferttenc^s, Acknow- 
ledged that ic was, and that it bad been To for 
fbnlie time. Lord J?, then proceeded to ffeiiiind 
liim of the meafiir'es tf the late o):)poTition ; 
*' that he had, 'faur.years, fteadily ahd iiniform- 
'* ly Supported thofe pleafur'es i* in^^ft^i^^? Which 
♦* he [the minifter] had approved a.fid^ adopted ; 
•' and which Were how bappify efFedetJ : that 
. '** 'hie had never deferted any of tlit* great qacf- 
*' tiorislipon the* fiibjecfis of the liberties andjn- 
** tereftsof his country ; and expreflfcd his afto- 
" hilhriient that this treatment fho'uld be the 
*' reward ofacondudl that had manifeftly the 
^* iapprobation of, and was agreeable to, ihe.fpi- 
'^' rit and principles of the minifter, 'whiie rn 
*' pppofiiion/' The force of fhefe trtiths, and 
this Conclufion, obvioufly made an irtipreffion 
upcn the minifler ; and he faid, **' that however 
'* uriwilling a great perfonage was to encrciafe 
'* the number of his Lords of the bedchamber, 
^' yet he [the miniftcr] would neverthelefs ven- 
'' ture to place his Lordfhip lipon that liift " 
Lord E. direcflly made anfwer, "That 'how- 
ever willing he really was to hold fome 
place, ill order that he might continue jn of- 
fice with his friends, and fupport the meafures 
of government, yet^ after this ufage, he would 
I *' not 
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*' ^ottake ijipy pUqe, nor rpfiga that yi^^bich hj^ Chae* 
*' held to anjf l?ut the great jperfonage himfelf,*! ,?f9^ 
And added, '* that it was. extremely impolitig ^ 1766. 
** thus t,o tyi;n out perfons of rank, perfonsof 
•' great parliamentary intereft." The minifter 
burft om— '* Oh r* fald he, '• if that be the cafe, 
** Ut w feel myfelf ! I defpife your parliamen- , 
** tary intei-eft ! I do not want your affiftance !'* 
And addedv ** that he tri^fted to the uprightnefs 
** of his raeafures, for the- fupport and confi- 
** dence of the /iT-T-, and the favour and attach* 
" ment of the people; and ading upon thcfe 
«* principles/* fai4 he, ** ld4ire look in the face 
** the proudejl connfihions of thU country /" I'hey 
parted. 

" Two d^ys after. Lord £. received a note, 
(ignifying a great perfon's defire of his ftaff. 
On Monday the a4th of November, 1766, he 
waited on the great perfon, who faid, *• That 
** he was yery forry to part with his Lordfhip, 
'* of whofe fervices he bad a very high opinion, . 
** as we]l as of his Lord(hip*s abilities and attach- 
/* ment to . his perfon, and efpecially becaufe 
" his Lordihip had no mi^tyre of fadtious prin-^ 
** ciples in hisdifpofition : But,'' fays he, ** my 
** miniflers tell m^ it ruiufl: be fo;" and added, 
** that .the idea of the bed-chamber was purely 
^' his own.'* '* Lord E, returned the great per* 
" fon his fincere and moft humble thanks for 
" the good opinion he was pleafed to entertain 
" of him; and exprefied the great obligation he 
" was under for it, and the more fo," added he, 

*' for 
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Chajp. " for not prefling the bed-chainber upon me; 
^^^^ *' all which more than pay me for the ill ufage 
1766. " of your minifters." The flafF was given up, 
and Mr. ShelUy appointed treafurer of the houfc- 
hold. 
Its confc- ** Next day the Earl of Be/sbdro'ugh, who was 
^iwncct. pj^g Qf jhg joint poft-mafters, offered to make 
room for Lord £. by propofing to refign that 
port in favour of his Lordlhip, and taking the 
bed-chamber. Which had been offered to that 
Lord. But this obliging, offer waj^ rejeded. 
tJpon which the Dakc of Portland, the Earls of 
. Befiborough and Scarporougl^ an^ Lord Monjon^ 
refigned the next day, which' was Wednefday, 
November 26th> 1766. And thefe refignations 
lyere immediately followed by thofe bf Sir 
CkarUs Saunders 9 Sir f^illiam Meredith, Admiral 
'iCippel, &c.r 
Admiral- In confequence of ithefe refignations. Lord 
*y ^ff'^TJ^ Chatham refolved to renew his overtpres to the 
Gowcr. 'Bedford inter efi. Thp office of firfl: lord of the ad- 
miralty, which Sir Charles Saunders had refigned, 
he immediately tendered to Lord Gower. But 
that Lord did not think proper to accept it 
(though he did not refufe it) without (irft con- 
fulling the Duke of Bedford, who at this linac 
was at Wooburn. And having given this an- 
fwer to Xord Chatham, he went on the 28th to 
' "Wooburn, to confult his Grace! Next day Lord 
Chatham had a long conference in the dofet. , 
_ tie laid open the plan of his intended alliance | 
with the Bedford inter eft, to fill the vacancies oc- 

cafioncd 
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cafioned by 'the late refignatioM. But ttecOft-'^Crtt**;'' 
dttdof the: great leader of this intereft, when X^*^^* 



lail in offircr had created fo violent a prejudice • if&6, 
againft him, Lord Chatham found the execufion 
of his plan, to beimpradlicable in the whole efjd- 
teot that' he defigned it ; for he intended to have 
included the Duke himfelf in his new arrange- - 
meat. But he was entreated to abandon all 
thoughts of that nobleman. He was promifed'^ 
tbewarraeft, the full eft, moft fincere, and mofi" 
cffeAual fupport. He yielded to thefe afluran-* 
ces, or, as he faid afterwards, he could not rcfid' 
them ; and feveral vacant offices were filled be- 
fore hordGower returned from Wooburn The 
names of tlie perfons appointed will fufficiently 
diftinguifti the intereft which prevailed. Lord- 
Le Defpenfer^ who had been Lord Bute^s chancel- 
lor of the exchequer, was made poft-mafter ; 
Mr. Jenkinfon^ who had been Lord Buie*s private ' 
fecretary, was made a lord of the admiralty. 
The reft the reader will find in the lift of changes 
at the end of the work. By this arrangement, 
Lord Chatham feemed to be entirely united to 
the court. He certainly trufted to the promifes 
which had been made for his fupport ; and he 
gave them full credit, becaufe he believed them 
to be fincere. 

On the firft of December, Lord Gower return- Second 
cd from Wooburn, with the Duke of Bedford. ^°"^'^" . , 
A few hours after their arrival in London, the the Duke 
Duke waited on Lord Chatham in Bond-ftreet. ^^^«^- 
The conference between thefe two noble peers ^^ ' 
was verj^ ftioit. Lord Ckathcm's purpofe was 

to 
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CifAN" to conceit the engtgement he had made with the 
XXXII. i^Qyjpt, jhe Dqke*s idea was, tbatthe ncgotiatioa 
176^; httgun at fiathv ahd continued with Lord Gewer, 
wasflili open. His Grace therefoire requefted 
fome of the y^^m offices for his friends^ and an 
&jgli(h peeragie: for* the Marquis of Lorne^ now 
Duke oi Argyll He alked nothing for himfelf ; 
bOit added, that the nieafures which had been 
aVowei at Bath, he expected w^c ftill to be 
porfued. Lord Chatham began with putting a 
pofirive and unqqalified negative on the peerage 
of Lord Lome. Then, as to the offices, he faid, 
there were very few vacant. He had' beftowed 
the admiralty upon Sir Edward Hawke, and given 
to Mr. Jenkinfon apd Sir Piercy Brett the two va- 
cant feats at that board, and Lord Le Dejpencer was 
jdeflined forthe.poft-ofBce. And as to meafures, 
he obferved, he had never ahered his opinion of 
the peace» it was the fame that he had declared 
jn parHament : And with refpecfl to Pruffia^ he 
was rcfolved to fupport and maintain the alli- 
iance with that monarch. From thefe anfwers 
the Duke was convinced, that, all thoughts of 
negotiatioti were at an end, and next morning 
his Grace returned to Wooburn* 
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CHAP. XXXIIL 



Further Arrangements — Lord Cbatbam regrets^ the 
lofs of Lord Temple — Seized with the Gout at \ 
Bath, and at Maritorough — Comes to Hampjiead ^ 
"^Another Change meditated— General Conway 
' mjbes to reJign-i^Lord Nortbington wijbes to re- . 
Jign-^Kin^s Meffage to Lord Chatham — Duke of 
Newcaftle is very anxious to preferve the Union of 
the Oppofiiion'^ Application to Lord Rockingham — 
Declaration of the Duke of Bedford — Declaration 
of the Duke of Newcaftte-^rConference at New- 
eaftle Houfe — Breaks off— Importance of the Mi- 
nijier of the Houfe of Commons — America the true 
caufe^^Second Conference at Newcaftle Houfe — 
Anecdotes of Mr. Lownds*s 9ickets, and of the 
Judges* Tickets — Lord Rockingham waits on t^e 
King-^Lord Holland advifes the King. 

W I T H a view to detach fome of the Duke Chap. 
of BedforSs friends from his Grace's intereft, ^^^^^^^ 
Lord Cbathmrtt in ten days after the preceding "^7766!^ 
negotiation was clofed, gave the fame peerage-. 
to the Marquis, of Lome which he had refufcd arrange- 
to the reqoeft of the Duke : And at the fame «»«"^»* 
time Mr. Nugent, whp was placed at the head of 
the board of trade, was created Lord Clare. 
But the American bufmefs, ufually managed and 
traafadled at that board, was transferred to the 

office 
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Chap, office of the fouthcrn fecretary of ftate; and the 

XXXIIL board itfelf was reduced lo the ftate of a board 

1766. of reference only. As foon as Lord Chatham had 

made this alteration, and a few other lefler ar- 

rangementSi he went into Somerfetfhire. 

Although the vacant offices were filled, yet 
he was far from being fatisfied with the choice 
he had been obliged to make of feveral of the 
individuals, or with the union he had been oblig- 
Lord ^d t^ accept. And he regretted, more than any 
Chatham other circumftance, the lofs of his brother. Lord 
loft of ' * ^^f^pl^f becaufe he felt that lofs more and more 
Lord every day — He now felt the lofs of a repofitory 
Temple, ^f {jjg confidence — the folace of his hours of af- 
fliftioh. Grief, vexation, and difappointment, 
preyed upon his nerves ; which, though in early 
life, naturally flrong, were now become weak 
by age and infirmity. His peerage had dimi- 
niftied his popularity. A confiderable part of 
his miniflry confided of men who had been ap- 
pointed through neceffity, not through choice ; 
and this circumftance being notorious to ihofe 
-whom he had feleded in the firft inftance, in- 
fpired them with a fpirit of envy and ambition, 
to become the rivals of his fi tuation and power. 
He was agitated by contending paflSons— a mind 
fometimes vigorous, and often depreflcd — bis 
body tortured by pain, and imprifoned by in- 

wlth^the ^^^^^y — ^^ ^^" *"^^ ^ paroxyfm of the gout at 

gout at Bath, which fcemed to threaten his extinftion. 

Bath. jji the month of February 1767, he attempted 

V7^7- to return to London, but was unable to proceed 

further 



. ( 379 ) 
further thati Marlborough, where he lay otuil' Chap. 
March, and then finilhed his journey. He re- XXXIII. 
tired to a houfe he had hired at Hampftead; 1-757. 
but was in fo' feeble a ftate, he could not 
attend to any public bufinefs. He remained at A°^,^ 
Hampftead fome time, having fold Jiis eftate at tough. 
Hayes, in Kent. The air of Hampftead was too 
fliarp for his diforder — th^t of Hayes he thought Hamp!. 
fuited him bejter ; therefore he wiftied to re- ftcad. 
poflefs his former habitation ; which being made 
known to Mr. ff'alpoh, the purchafer, be very 
politely gratified his Lordlhip, notwithftanding 
he had bought the place for his own refidence. 

During his abfence, Mr. T<mnfbettd in fome 
degree affumed the reins of government. He 
fuppofed Lord CbatbanCs ftate of health to be 
fuch as would totally and for ever preclude his 
return to public bufinefs. He therefore medi* Another 
tated the accompliflimi^nt of fome alliances, with ch«ng« 
a view of forniing another adminiftration for the"^ 
cftabliftiment of his own power. In this pro- 
ject he was joined by General Conway^ They 
cultivated a favourable underftanding with Lord 
Rockingham, Their firft objedV was the removal 
of the Duke of Grafton; but Lord Cbatbatn ar- 
riving in the vicinity of London, the defign was 
abandoned, and the Duke and Mr. Townjbentf 
became reconciled.* 

During Lord Cbathanf^ ftay at Hampftead, the 
King fent frequent meflages to hitn, defiring him 
not to be concerned at his confinement or ab* 

• They had di&rcd upon the affairs of India. 

fence 
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Chajp; fence from public bufmefs ; for that he [the 
XXXilf^j^j^g-j ^^^ refplved to fupport him. 

t '* Early io the month of June, General 
Conway declared to fevcral of his friends, that he 
bad refolved to refign his office of fecretary of 
ftate ; becauTe his fituation was of late become 
very difagreeaWe to him^ qot only fr<?m having 
been frequently over-ruled in hi$ Q,piniaii& re*^ 
fpedling meafures, but frocn his b^iag fenfiblp 
that he was a<9ting in oppofitioa to his friends^ 
and particularly to thofe friends with whom he 
anxioufly wi(hed to he re-united. And he made 
the fame declaration, or fomething not very un- 
like it, to the King; but at the fame time faid, 
he would fiay till a fucceflbr was appointed. la 
confequence of this declaration, he ceafed tq 
tranfaflr any bufinefs in his office, and qircuU^ 
letters were fcnt to the amba0adors for four 
weeks together, fignifying that he was out of 
employment. 
Lord Towards the end of June, Lord Noribingtoti 

tdn'^^iliM ^^^'"^^^d ^^ ^^^ K^"g b*^ refolutipn to refign, oa 
to rciign. account of his ill ftaie of health* and real inabi-* 
lity to attend the public bufmefs ; and advifed 
the King to fend for the Duke of Bedford^ Lord 
Templf. and Mr. Grenvilk^ whom he h^d before 
publicly declared '^ere equal to iheir o^es. 

This, though an expedted event, bore po re- 
lation lo the preceding declaration of Mr. Conway ^ 
nor were the two perfons in the fipnalleft degree 
conneAed. 

f From the Political Rcgiftcr, (with fe«rn| c^rrcaiont 
and additions) ?oL I. page aoi. 

A few 
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'A'itw days after the rffing of parlhihent, -CKAf^. 
*wWch wkk'oti the 2d of Jiilyi 'the 'King wrote a J[^^^^ 
fcttct with';ltlsowtr'hatidt6 'Lord' Cfmi ham, v^o .1767. 
laV fick' ^t'Hampftead, acqiiainting htm of his King's 
tefdlutioti tb' nltikfe fome alterations in his fer- «cffagc to 
vants, and ddfiTirig his affiftance or aiivicc. Lord Chatham, 
^/r/^w returned a verbal anfwer to this efie<?t, 
^^ That fiicfh was his ill 'date of fabalth, that hie 
Majefty muft' 'not dxpe<5l from hrni any further 
ft(fvice or ^ftahcfei in any arrirahgement what- 
ever." •-.'••'-• - ^■■^''■' ♦ > 
^'•it being now^certain, that application muft be Duke of 
ihadeto forfief part of the oppofitidn, the Duke Ncwcaf- 
of Newcajihy who dreaded rKitbing fo much as a toprcfcrrc 
divifion of tli^m, and- therefore' had for fome the union 
time ftrongty f^ctoitimefiided a^firi*i union among p^jjf^^^^^^ 
ihem, againft %lie fecrel defigns of^fh[€ favourite ; 
whom, -he fiifpefled, would repeat his old trick 
tif 'dividing t?ifemV Hfe Grade iconverfed with 
¥he frrehds^' 6f aS 'the leaders ih^ the oppofition ; 
and' prefled /with particular affiduity and extraor- 
dinary ardour, the great and indifpenfible ne- 
teflity of a faithfiiilahd fteady adherence to each 
dthef! 'He (hewed the advantages -which muft 
ttffult 'from fuch an union^ and exhibited the 
trtetched and ruined fituation into which any 
part of them muft inevitably fall, if they fuffer- 
fed themfelves to be feduced from their friends. ' 
His Grace took infinite pains to unite the hoiifes 
oiRuffel^nA ff^entworth; left, by the fecret.ma^ 
chinations of the favourite, (againft wnofe per- 
nicious inftuencc do admimftration had hiiherto 
been able to ftand, the moment be cliofe to be- 
come 



( 38a ) 

Cha?. come their enemy) cither of them fliould bef 

^~^' over- reached, or dr^^vn in by a principle of mif- 

2767. taken doty; when, in reality,, it was z much 

- more efTcntial duty, and a matter of &ri6t juf- 

ticct to enquire after the author pf the public 

grievances, than to connive at the protedion af- 

forded him. With a view to; <be final accooir 

phlhment of this unionn fo extremely kitereft* 

ing to the welfare of the country, the Lords 

Gower, IViymoutb^ and Mr. Rigiyt dined with his 

Grace at Claremont ; and a few days afterwards 

(July 5th, 1767) the Marquis of /{^A//^&i7fif, aad 

feveral of his friends, dined Ukewife with . bk 

Grace at the fame place. 

At this period we will leave the oppofitioniy 
and turn to the proceedings of the courts 

In confequence of the wr^^/anfwer received 
from Hamp0ead, the favourite applied to his 
former aflbciat^, .Lord Hollani, who had fo ma» 
serially aflfifted him in procuring an approbation 
of the late peace and other meafures. That 
perfon fern him his advice on Sunday morning, 
J uly 5th ; foon after the receipt of which the 
favourite fet out for Richmond; and it was 
remarkable, and much taken notice of at thai 
time, that the King did not come to town that 
day. Whatever was the plan then adopted for 
a new arrangement of minifters is not exa^ly 
known, and if it were, might be more decently 
gueHed , than related. Certain it is, that thac 
part of the oppoOiion fuppofcd to be the leaft 
hodile to the favourite, was imnaediately appli- 
ed to. The Dijke of Grafton wrote alettt^r by 

• order 
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order of the court to the Marquis of Rocking- Cmw* 
ham, " requefting his Lordflrip's return to court, -»^-ft^"*» 
to affifl It) the prefent critical fituation of affairs/' 1767. 
This naturally brought on an interview between Applica- 
the Duke and the Marquis ; when, among other tion to 
things, his Grace faid, ^* That he was ti^cd of j^^^j^j 
his office, and wifiied his Lordfhip might be his ham. 
foccefibr.'V Lord Jiackingbam alkcd, *• whether 
bis Grace faid this from his own, or the autho- 
rity of an higher power ?" The Duke faid, " he 
amid not anfwer that queftion.** The confe- 
rence broke off, but two days after was renew- 
ed ;. when Lord Rackingbam aiked the Duke, 
*' whether he was treating with the King*s mi- 
nifter, or with the Duke of Grafton ? *' The Duke 
anfwered, *' with the King's minifter." Lord 
Rodungbamxh^n i^xAy ** he would not conclude 
upon any thing without the advice and partici- 
pation of his friends." 

Accordingly, on Saturday, July 11, hc'fet cut 
for Wooburn, where he found Lord Albemarle^ 
who had flopped there in his way to Buxton : 
when the above particulars were hid before his 
Grace, he faid, •' that as the great perfonagc D^clara- 
had made choice of the Marquis of Rockingham ^^^^^ \^ 
for his minifter, fie Ihould readily acquiefce in Bedford 
that nominanon, for the fake of putting an end**^^^^^*^*' 
to parties, and of rcfloring unanimity fo pecu- 
liarly wanting at this time in the management 
of the public bufinefs; but though he renounced 
iail pretenfions to any place or emolument for 
himlelf, yet he did not mean that his friends 
ihould, for that reafon, be excluded: on the 

contrary. 
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<:mAK contrary, heftipulattd, that ibey (bdutd be cbn- 
^^^^^fidered in the new arrangement ; and upon that 
1767. coodition he chearfully offered his fupport to 
the admtnift ration. And ^dded, that if the Kiiig 
had made choice of himfelf to treat with, he 
ihould have cxpedled the fame kind of renunci- 
ation from his Lordihip regarding himfdf per- 
fonaIly> and his friends Ihould^ in like manner, 
have been taken care of. However, his Grace 
faid, that aH this was conditionally onlyr ^r 
- that he and Lord Temple and Mr.. GreftvilU were 
one, and that he would not proceed without 
confuhing them. — The information. given con- 
cerning the plan wsfs, that ^s to meafur^, par- 
ticularly American meafures. Lord Rocktugbdm 
hoped they might be fettled to the joint fatif- 
faflion of the Duke of Bedford, Lord T^Ie, 
znd Mr, Grenville; and as to men. Lord if^-ib*^- 
ham declared for a wide and comprehenfive fyf- 
tem.— Tlie anfwer returned to this communipa< 
lion by Lord TempU and Mr. GrenviUe was, that 
they concurred in the idea of a comprehenfive 
adminiflration, as the likelieft to be permanent, 
and thai they were ready to fupport fuch an 
adminiflration, though out of office, (Mr^ GreU' 
•y/7/i? having before infifted, that his naoic. Ihould 
not be mentioned for any. office, having . deter- 
mined long ago not to be obtruded op the King) 
provided they adopted fuch meafuresh as could 
fatisfy them^ and particularly the capital mea- 
fure of aflerting and eftablilhrng the fovereignty 
of Great ' Britain over Aiperica ; laftly, that if 
thi$ were the cafe, though they did not mean to 

take 
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takeplaccs thenafclves, they would ufe their beft Cha?. 
offices with their friends to accept of honourable XXVIII. 
and becoming fituatipns in government. """77677^ 

It muft not be forgot that the Duke of Nfwcajile Dcdara- 
faid precifcly the fame, Thus» thefe four great tionofthc 
and rcfpedable perfons, of acknowledged ability ^"^^^j^^f 
and great experience, agreed to facrifice them- ftic. 
felves in order toreftore tranquillity to the pub- 
liCi unanimity to the King's councils, and to 
eiiabli(h an able and permanent adminiflration^ 
comppfcd of men of talents, judicioufly felecflecl 
from all parties. Lord fiockin^bam imprrlTcd 
with this idea, and following, as he had done, 
in his conferences with the Duke of Bedford, the 
advice and direftion of his friend, Lord Albt-^ 
tnarU, returned to London, with full powers tQ 
treat upon th« formation of a new adminiilra« 
tion upon a broad and comprihenfivi Jyjifm. The 
Duke of Grafton was made acquainted with this, 
and defircd to report it to the King, which he 
did on the 15th of July. His Majefty took two 
days to confider of it. On Friday the 17th. an 
anfwcr was faid to be returned to the Duke of 
Grafton to this eflfedl, " That the King adopte4 
and approved of the idea of a comprebenjive f^f^ 
ieniy and hoped it was not meant to exclude his 
friends, arid thofe about his peribn ; for the reft, 
he entirely agreed." 

This anfwer being given to Lord Rockingham, 
bis Lordlhip fern for the Duke of Bedford^ who 
came to London on Sunday evening, the 19th of 
July- 

VoL.L Cc On 
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C::ap. .On Monday, July 20th, it was agreed, that 
XXXlil. there fliould be a n;ecting of the feveral perfons 
^-^^^""^ in town, at Newcaftle-houfe that div, and ac- 
Ccnfr- c rJingly there came the Dukes of Bedford, New^ 
itMceat A/// A', Rirl'fficfkl and Portland; the Marquis of 
Lcufb'''^' -/^^rJt///^/'^/« ; the Earl of Sandwich ; Vifcount 
lFey:n')uih ; Mr. Dowdefwell, Mr. Rigby^ and 
Admiral KcppeL 

Mr. /?/jt/;;^ read a letter from Mr. G/envilU, 
wherein that gentleman promifcd his fupport 10 
the new adminiftration, out of office, provided 
the depcndance and obedience of the colonies 
were affcrted and maintained. Much altercation 
inflantly arofe upon reading this letter. The 
Maiquis of Rockingham was warm: the Duke of 
Bedford remarkably cool and temperate. At 
length Lord Sandwich faid, '* that it was need- 
lefs to debate about the letter, for he^was certain 
they all meant the fame thing ; that their con- 
dud refpeding the colonies muft be regulated 
by the future behaviour of the colonies, and not 
by any regard or retrofpedt to former tranfadli- 
ons. If the colonies added his Lordfliip, are 
dutiful and loyal, there will be no occafion to 
exercife any extraordinary power over them ; 
and if they fliould be otherwife, he did not 
doubt but all preient, as well as their friends, 
would join in every proper and neceflary mea- 
fure to enforce obedience. This reafoning be- 
ing approved of, and all uniting in the fame fen- 
timent, Mr. Dcwdefwell took up the letter and 
ftruck out the two \^ords afferted and maintained, 
' and 

z 
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and put in /uppori^d and efiablijbed. Here aU al- Chaf* 
tcrcarion upon this fubjert eaiirdy ended ; N!r. XXXIII* 
Ki^by folded up the letter, and put it into his "77677^ 
pocket, and there was not another word uttered 
concerning it. 

1 hey then came to the arrangement of men to 
the great offices ; the fubjeft upon whici) they . 
had met. The Marquis o^ Rockingham propoied 
himfelf for the firft lord of the treafury, with 
the powers ufually annexed to that poft ; and 
Mr Dowdefwell foi his chancellor of the exche- 
quer ; to all which the Duke of Bedford agreed.^ 
The Marquis next propofed Mr. Conway lor fe- 
cretary of (late, and minijier of the Houje of Com-^ 
mom. To which the Duke of Bedford faid, 
V that he had for two feffions fecn fufficient 
profs ot Mr. Conway i^ inability in a civil capa- 
city, ever to agree to that propofal ; that he 
thought the military was Mr. Conway s proper 
line ; that he had always entertained a very high 
opinion of him as a military officer ; and thathe 
had not the leaft objedlion to Mr. Conway's being 
amply provided lor on the tnihtary eftablilhmeni ; 
nay, to his being gratified to the utmoft oi his 
wifties/' 

The Marquis of Rockingham faid, *' that it Confe- 
was a propofal from which he could not recede ;*' rcncc 
and other words to the fame cff edl. Upon which ^^*^**^°^i 
Mr. Rigby faid, *• that they ftopt at the thref- 
hold, and that it was nccdlcfs to go any further 
into the matter.** 

C c 2 Here 
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Chap. W^^^ ^^® conference ended.— No other par- 
XXXlIi. ticulars or conditions were even mentioned. 
^"^J^T^ In a corrupt fyftem of government, the hfim-' 
Import, fier of the Houfi of Commons ^ err manager^ as he 
*"^^ ^^ .r is fometimes called, is the firftf effiiient nAmO^ct 

the mintU . %. ^ rf r i_ 

tcr of the »" *c nz\c. His confequence cannot be tnorc 
Houfc of dearly (hewn than by the abrupt concluHon of 
m^l ^^^ preceding conference. — After fo many op* 
pofite intcrcfts had been reconciled, and fo many 
great facrifices had been made, to remove indi- 
vidual jealoufies, and to eftablifli public harmony 
all thefc were but as ^ phantom — they all vanifhed 

in a moment when the appointment of this ne^ 

mintfter tame under difcufRon. Each party wiflied 
to nominate him. They differed and feparatedupon 
that point only — not in a contention for places, 
but in a contention for power. Wlioever is the 
minifter of the Houfe of Commons, has the 
power of direfling the m^afuresof governmcm. 
Lord Rockingham wanted Mr. Conway^ becaufe he 
intended to perfevere in his own fyftem with re- 
fpe<5t to America. The Duke of Bedford in- 
tended to have nominated Mr. Rigby^ becaufe be 
intended to purfut the court fyftem, which Mr. 
Grenville had adopted of taxing America. Ame- 
rica was therefore the true caufe of this confe- 
rence breaking off. Subfequent events liave 
proved, whofc policy was right. Had Lord 

♦ A dlftm^^Ion fir ft made ufe of by Lord MamJUU-A>t^ 
tween cfEcicnt and official — bctwccu coofidcntial and oilcn- 
fiblc. 

Rockingham 
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Rockingham been miqifter, America would fiill Cnir. 
in all probability have beloaged to the Crown of XXXIII. 
Great Britain. Or had this fyftem of appointing ^"TyST' 
a minifter of the Houfe of Comqfions been.aJb^n* 
doned, that, and other important benefits, would, 
no doubt, have continued; becaufe the mem^ 
bers would have been left to the free exercife of 
their owp judgment. 

It is impofTible to difmifs this point without 4 
fliprt apoftrophe, on the alarming ftate of Bri- 
tifli depravity^. If the adminiftration of annual 
bribes to the members of the Icgiflature, indepen- 
dent pf the influence of places, .public and pri- 
vate, is become fo necefiary, and the pradicc fo 
mechanical, as to comprife the tnojl ejfential de* 
fartmnt of government — is it not a matter of 
indelible difgracc on the nation, and on the con^ 
llitution? There is no fpecigs of corruption to 
be found in the antient goveromcnts that equal 
it. It is a perfcft parricide. The Britilh ejn- 
pire has been difmcmbercd by it— fo fatally true 
is that maxim of Lord Burleigh^ " th^a England 
4(in never be undone but by her Parliament *, 

Not with- 

♦ Of the many FACTS which flight be ftatcd, the fol, 
lowing may fcrvc for a fpccimcn : 

Towaids the end of the feffieri, the fecrctary of the trea- 
fury, Mr, Bradjbawj one day accofts Mr, Lowndet (naember 
for Bucks) with, S'lr^ you have voted *tvith us all the iififjter ; 
fome return u ufually exfeQed upon thefe occafioni / and as ive are 
much obliged to you for your conjant fuppori^ if you chufe to accept 
of two hundred Lottery Tickets at ten pounds each^ they are at your 
fervice, Mr. Lowndes bowed, expreffed his great friendfhip 
Ipx the fecret^ry, and accepted of the offer ^ adding only, 
' ' that 
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Cha?, Notwithftanding the conference ended, in the 
^^^^^^* manner that has been already related, the Earl 

lyCSp of Sandwich having occafion to make a vifit to 
the Duke of Newcajile, his Lordfhip went next 
nrjorning ( fucfday, July zi,) when the Duke 
tcok an opportunity of refuming ihe.fubjed of 

that a8 the fcflinn wat juft upon the clofe, he (honld, as foon 
at it was finifhed, go into the country upon his private affairs ; 
and hedged the tickers might be fent to fuch a one, his banker; 
which the fecrctary having promifed to comply with> they 
parted. Mr. Lowndes went to Window. The tickets were 
delivered: none, however, were fent to Mr Lvwndet*& banker. 
The reafon of which was, they had been diftrlbuted among 
that part of the common council who voted againd the h'very 
fcaving the ufe of Guildhall. Mr. Lowndes^ hearing nothing of 
the tickets, wrote to his banker, who returned 'for anfwer> that 
he had not received, nor heard of any tickets. Mr. Lowndes 
next wrote to Mr. Bradfljaw^ who in his anfWcr *• begged a 
thoufaiid paidons; that the matter had quite flapped his me- 
mory ; that the tickets were all difpofed of, except five-and- 
twenty, which were at his fcrvice.*' Mr Lowndes meanly 
accepted of the twenty-five, and they were fent to his banker's. 
•—By thtfe tickets he probably cleared about one hundred 
)>ounds. Such was his douceur for voting one feilion with the 
Puke of Gtaftcn, 

In a late pailiament, the Nabob of ^r^o/ had nine mem- 
bers in his intcreft — ^Might not any European prjqce have 
twice 'that number by the fame means ? — Do not thefe fadls 
fpeak ftronger than a thoufand -arguments, the nccefiity of a 
parliamentary reform ? 

But it is further remarkable, and in the breaft of every 
iioneft nian it n>uft be matter of fincere lamentation, that 
douceurs liavc bten given to the judges. — Sir Richard Afton^ 
in particular, was fpen telling his tickpts in 'Ghaage Alley; 
and when the fa£): was mentioned to him at the Old Bailey, at 
pinner, he confefied it, aqd faid, he had as good a right tp 
fell his tickets as Mr. Juftice fVifles^ or any body clfe —Is not 
this circumllance a full anfwer ^o all the cn^miums OQ the 
indepeodencp of the judge? I 

the 
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the preceding conference: " He earneftly con- Chaf. 

^ured his Lordlhip to exert hisabilitiL^s, and em- y^j J^J^ 
-ploy all his good offices, in endeavouring to re- 1766. 

concile the parties who h^d differed ; he urged 
^^gain* add again, the neceflity of their agrvcing 

upon this important occafion : he tn?mbled for 

the mifchiefs and dangers which muft arife fiom 
^ar^divifipn of their ftrength and intereft; and 
(Concluded wuh repeatedly fupplicating, in the 

flrongefl: terms, that they might be brought to- 
.gether again to hi^ houfe that evening." Lord 

Sandwch waited on the Duke of Bedford: and 
.^Xtie Dukepf NewcaJlU went himfelf to the Mar- ^^^^ 

quis of Rockingham. Accordingly the foJ lowing -^nce at 
. fiv'e^ririet at Newcaftle-houfe that' evening, viz. ^^1!^"|: , 
' the Dukes ot Bedford and Newcaftle^ the Marquis 
•of Rockih^harn^ Mr. DowdefweV, and Mr. Rigby. 

Wh^n the Marquis infifting on thepropofal 

be had before made refpe<5ling Mr. ^Cf/nivay, and 
. declaring that he would not agree to any arrange- 
, meat in which Mr. Conway was not included in 
' ihat'capacity,' and the Duke of Bedford refufing 

to agree to it, the qonference finally broke off. 
- Next day, Wedtiefday, the Marquis of Rock- ]^°^^. 
\ingbam waited on the. King at St. James's, and ham waits 
: refpeilfully acquaitited his Majcfty, that he had ^"/^c 

met his friends, who had agreed to his propofal *°^' 

pf his being firft lord of the treafury ; but that 
Whey had differed in providing for Mr. Conway; 
' ^nd that in confcquence of that difFerence, he 

bad no plan of adminiftration to lay before him. 
— The 
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Cha?. The King thanked liii Ix)rd(hip for the paias be 
XXXIIl. hg^i taken, and the regard tie had (hewn for hi« 
1766." fcrvice; but added, ibat be never knrto iheif^M* 
fury ^^as intendtd for bis Lordjbip "f". 

From the conclufion of this anfwerit isclear, 
that either the Marquis of Rockingham grcatljr 
miftook the Duke of Grafton in the conferences 
he had w iih his Grace ; or at his Gracr was not 
fufHciently candid and explicit in his conver(atioQ 
with the Marquis. 

The Marquis of Rockingham waited cm ihe 
Duke of /^^^ori (Ihurfday, July 23), and ex* 
preifed his dfe re that no difference might arife 

f The moment the MarquM of Rociingbam oiroe out of 
the King's elufet, Lord Holland uras immediately introduced 
to his Majeily; with whom h« continiMd fome tiox^^-fn 
.Lord Bathes pamphlet {Stafonahle Bmtit^t. 1761,^37,) 
of which Mr. Burke fays, Thoughts on Tjifcpntentif edit, 1770, 
/• ^3)* ** ihtrt firft- appeared the idea of feparatitig the 
•* Court from the adminiflrattoiij''' — ^ate the following lines j*^ 

«« Though tlie wings of prerogative haw been dipt, the in- 
^ flucnce of the crown is greater than ever it was in any period 

of our hiftory. For when we confider, in bow many borkMigfii 
the government has the voters at its command ; when we con- 
fider the extcnfive influence of the money corporations, fub- 
fcription jobbers, and conti&6tor«'; the endlefs dependence 
treated by the obligations conferred oh the bulk of the gtotle^ 
mens' famih'es throughout the ki'igdom, who have relations 
preferred in our nary, and numerous (binding army ; when, I 
fay, we confider how w^ie, how binding 4 dependence oii Jtfce 
Crown is created by the above particulars; and the|;reat, the 
cnormoub weight and influence which the Crown derives from 
"* this exteniive dependence upon its favours and power ; any hrd 

in waitings any lord of 4bc bed- chamber^ any man, may lee^fwHed 
mnijler.^^ 

A dodnne to thit effed, was the adtice which Lord Hdland 
jpve his Miyefty. 

belween 



( 5$5 ) 
between them on account of what had paflTcd, Chaf. 
but that they might continue in the fame union ^^^..^^^ 
af]d fripndfhipas before ; which was accepted. 1766. 

On Friday, July 24, Mr Comvay attempted 
to renew the negotiation with the Marquis of 
Rockingham^ feparatel v { but the Marquis rcfufcd 
tp leave his friends. 

All neg(>tiations being now at an end, the lead- 
ing perfpns in adminiftraiion met to confider on 
what (hould be their future conduft. They ail 
agreed to remain in their places. 



CHAP, 
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CHAP. XXXIV. 



Mr. l^ownjtend refolves to be Minijler — Diei — 
Lord North appomteJ — Lord Cbalbam goes into 
Somerfetjbire — Ibe Bedford Intereft join thf Mi- 
niftry — Duke of Bedford'' s Apology to Mr. Gren- 
ville, and Mr. Grenville's Jnfwer — Lord Cha- 
tbam returns to Hayes — *Prencb purcbafe Corfica 
— Difference between tbe Duke of Bedford and 
Lord Sbelburne — Lord Rocbf&rd refigns — Lord 
Sbelburne refigns — Fine Diamond Ring prefenied 
io bis Majefly — Lord Rocbford made Secretary of 
State^ witb tbe reafons — Lord Cbatbam refigns — 
Lord fownfbend continued in Ireland. 

Chaf. JVl R. TOWNSHEND obferving that no notice 
XXXIV. 
^^^^^.^^. had been taken of him in the preceding nego- 

1767. tiation for a change of minifters, refolved to 
1^^^ refent this contempt with which he had been 
Town, treated. Adminiftraiion had been for fome time 
fhend re- ^ii^Qu^ g leader, and was ftill confidered to be 
be mini- m that fubordlnate capacity. Lord Cbatbam. was 
ft^^* thought to be irrecoverable. This fituation 
feemed to afford him an opportunity for the 
uncontrouied exercife of his talents. He deter- 
mined to embrace it. Therefore he inftantly 
joined t^e court, with the moft full and explicit 
declaration of fipcerity. His alliance was fa- 
vourably 
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vourably received 5 and he gave a proof of his C«af. 
power, by creating his lady an Knghfh pecrcfs, ^^_^^ 
with the remainder to his,fon. Had he lived 1767^ 
, he would have been firft lord of the trenfury 
before the enfaing feflion of parliament, and Mr. 
Torke was to have been his chancellor. His Dies, 
death, which h.ippened early in the month of 
September, put both the court and the miniflry 
into frefh difficulties Every effort had been 
made to form a new adtviniflration in vain. 
Every party had been folicitedi individuals fe- 
parately,' and connexions jointly, without luc- 
cefs. But there was one part of the Ro>al 
Family that had not pu licly.appecircd in any 
of thcfc negotiations ; this was the Princefs '^cf 
fVahs. ... 

Mr. ^owtifberKT^ place^ of chancellor of the ex* 
jchequer was offered to fevcal gentlemen, who 
xefufed to accept ot it. At Icne-th it was thought 
of giving it to Lord Barrinpon^ pro tempore^ 
Lord Man.Jield atttm}:ted to open a negotiation 
ivith the Duke of Bedford But tiis Grace re- 
fufed to enter into any fcp»ra!e treaty. Lord 
PJorth^ who, durint! Mr Crenvilles adminiftra- 
tioh, had been intrufted with all the motions 
againft Mr. fp'ilkes^ wa^^ dcfired to fucecd Mr. 
Town/bend, but he declined it. 1 he Princefs of 
fVales wtnt to the King. His Lordfhip was^igain 
entreated-T-p-he tqnk time to con fid er of it — he 
confulted his father — Afttr liefitating three - 
weeks, he yielded. The Princt^fs^s influence iMonh ap- 
prevailed. Mr, Thomas lownjhendy now Lord Sid- pointed. 
ney, fuccceded Lord North at the pay-office, and 

Mr. 
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Cha?. Mr. Jenhnfon^ fuccccded Mr. Townjhend at the 
^^^^treafury. 

1767. In making this arrangement, no communica- 
tion was had with hor A Chat bam ^ by either the 
Lord court or the miniftry. As foon as his health 
Chatham permitted, he retired into Somcrfetftiire. His 

goca to ^ • , . • • r L 1- 

Somerfet- departure from the vicinity of the metropolis, 

***"• though he had not been qonfulted in any bufinefe 

whatever, was confidered by the miniftry as a 

kind of dereliflion. However, he continued to 

hold the privy feal. 

The Duke of Grafton^ who fome time ago 
wifhed to refign. on account of Lord ChathanCs 
infirmity*, now changed his opinion; but Lord 
Northington and General Conway ftill expreffing 
their defire to refign, his Grace refolved to try 
the friends of the Duke of Bedford once more. 
If they had refufed, he muft have refigncd, and 
a new adminiftration muft have been formed- 
Bedford But the perfons to whom his Grace made his 
intercft ^flfers, could not withftand the temptation any 

join the 1 • r • 1 

mialftry. longer ; they feparated from their friends and 
allies, thereby 'preventing tlie appointment of 
kn able and powerful adminiftralion^ and bar- 
gained to fupport the prefcnt, which feemed to 
confift of the remnants and refufe of feveral par- 
ties. Lord Gower was made lord prefident, in 
the room of Lord Northington \ Lord IVeymouth 
fecretary of ftate> in the room of Mr. Conway ; 

* Lord Brijlol gave the {ame reafon for rcfigning the lieu- 
tenancy of Ireland at the end of July, " That he had no 
hope of having the advice, dire6tion, and a(!i(lance of Lord 
Chatham*^* Upon which Lord Townjbend wa« appointed. 

Mn 
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Mr. Kigby vicc-trcafurcr of Ireland, in the room Cha!». 
of Mr. 0/waid, who had a large pedfion and a ^^^^^• 
lucrative rcrcrfion; .Lord Hil^orougb was mad« 
fccrctary of ftate for America f • Lord Sandwich 
made poftmafter, &c. While the negotiation 
for thcfe changes was under confideration, the 
Ihxk^ oi Bedford faid to Mr. Grenville, "That Duke of 
•• be hoped it would not beconfidered as a breach ^«dfo»^'i 
•^ of good faith, if his friends thought them- 
•* felves at liberty to accept of any offers which 
** might be made to them of public employ- 
*• ments." Mr. Grenville replied, "That beMr.Grcn- 
•• left to his Grace*s bwn judgment, whether, viUCi an- 
•* (fetting every private compad and agreement 
•' afide) the acceflion of his friends to the pre-r 
•* fent miniftry, was not a breach of good faith 
•*. to themfelves and to the public ?'* 

Before thefe negotiations were concluded, Lord 
Lord Chatham returned from Somerfetfliire to ^^*^^*°* 
his old feat, at Hayes, in Kent; but fq exceed- Hayes. 

t The creation of tWs new office, and xht chara6b?r of th« 
noble Lord who was appointed to it, were fuch drong marks 
of the defignt, the plan, and the refolution taken with re- 
fpe6i to the colonies, that an alarm inftantljr went forth 
fttnongft them. Nothing could more clearly fignify, that tho * 
court were preparing to make them the objeSs of fosie ex- 
traordinary meafures — ^fince another fecrctary of ftate, with a 
coR>plete ellablifhment of office, had been appointed fepattrtdy 
and diftio6Uy for this department — at a time of great incon- 
venience to his M^efty— -when the civil lift was deeply in 
arrear. His Lordfhip's firft important a6l of office, was fend- 
ing Lord BoUetourtj governor of Virginia ; and his apology 
for it was, That the nomination came from a higher authority. 

Lord Chejierjield fays in his letters, that Lord Bute was 
backwards and forwards at this time — ^frpm Luton to Loa* 
doD. 

ingly 
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CrtAF. ingly ill and infirm, he was quite unable to tranf* 
^^^^' acfl any bufinefs. Early in the month of Fe- 
i^6S. bruary, 1768, the privy feal being officially 
necedary, was put into commiflion for a few 
weeks ; but in the month of March it was re- 
delivered to him. The Duke of Grufton^ who 
had been to him the moft obfequious of men, 
and was now proceeding at the helm without 
that pilot, whom he lately deemed indifpcnfi- 
ble» did not venture to turn him out, though 
Lord Brijiol and Lord Egmont were candidates 
for his place* 

Parliament met on the 24th of November, 
1767, and was diflblved on the i2ih of March, 
,1768. Lord Cbaiham did not attend during the 
feffion. » 

. A few weeks before the difTolution of parlia- 
ment, Mr. Wilkes returned to England, and at 
the general electioo, was ele(5led member for 
Middlefex. All the circumftances of which 
have been amply related in feveral publica- 
tions. 

During the lafl year the French court purchaf- 
ed of the Genoefe, the claim of that republic to 
"^ur^hafc ^^^ '^^"^ ^^ Corfica. And this year a French 
Coriica. army landed on the ifland to take pofleffion of it. 
This was an unprecedented kind of purchafe. 
The French might, with the fame propriety, 
have purchafed the Spanifti claim to the Nether- 
lands or Jamaica. This addition to the French 
monarchy, alarmed the courts of London and 
Turin. Mr. George titt^ (afterwards Lord /?/- 
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'vers), tlie Britifti minifter at Turin, having re- Chup, 
figned at the general eiexflion on the promifeof ^XXIW 
a peerage, the miniftry were divided on the ap- ,-^^ 
pointment of a fucceffor. Lord Lanfdown^ then 
IjOtA Shelburne, was for Lord Tankervilk*, and p*^^*"«*«* 
the Duke of Bedford for Sir IV, Lynch. The ^hc Duke 
latter was appointed. But thiis was not the only of Bedford 
indance in which the fecretary of ftate had been shdburBc 
over-ruled in the affair of Corfica. He confider- 
ed the acceflion of Corfica to France an objeifl 
of importance to Great Britain; and being deep- 
ly imprefled with this opinion, he inftruded 
Lord Rocbford, the Britifti minifter at the French 
court, to remonftrate ftrongly againft this acqui- 
fition to France. The French minifter treated 
the remonftrance with contempt. The faft is, 
he knew the fentiments of the Britifh court bet- 
ter than the Briiilh minifter. In a fliort time, ^ 
Lord Rochford found that his inftruftions were 
difavowed by his own court. Upon receiving 
this information, he refigned his diplomatic cha- £^ 
rader, and returned to London. The fecretary RochfoBd 
of ftate now difcovering the dupe he fead been ^^"S°«* 
made, and the deceptions which had been prac* 

* Hij Lordfliip was one of the five Lords Urho voted 
againft the American Declaratory Bill in 1 766. The other 
four were the Lords Cornwallisf, Torrington, Shelburne, 
and Camden. 

t For this vote LorcJ Camden made Dr. Cornwallls Arch- 
bifliop of Canterbury. 

tifed 
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C«AK tifcd upon him, refigned b\(o%. When the 
XXXIV. QQ^^^ Qf Turin faw that the Britifh cabinet were 
1768. indifferent to the aggrandizement of France, the 
I^o^d King of Sardinia immediately attached himfelf 
Shelbarnc to the Houfe of Bourbon* Upon the refigna* 
reng^Sy ^j^^ ^^ j^^^.^ i^an/down. Lord Rocbford was made 
ftochford f^cretary of ftate, in the month of Odlober I768* 
made fc- But to relieve the French minifter from the in- 
^'*''y ^^ delicacy of correfponding with a perfon whofe 
veracity he had difputed, Lord IVeymouth was 
removed from the northern, and placed in the 
fouthtrn department ; and Lord Roehford was 
made fucceffi)r to Lord IVeymouib. 
With the Lord Rochford was made fccretary of ftate 
fcafoBi. through fear, fK>t through friendfhip. The 
chiefs of the interior cabinet dreaded his laying 
open the fcene of negotiation at Paris. If he 
had laid this information before parliament^ the 
whole machinery of the minifter muft have fal- 
len to pi<;ces. The fyftem of a double cabiiiet 
muft hiive become fo apparent to the whole na- 
tion, and the hypocrify of the court fo perfedl- 
ly unveiled, that it may be prefumed, from the 

\ But Sir John Macpherforij m his memotial, \jrinfed m 
the anfiver t'j the letter from Mahomtd jlli Chan. Appendix^ 
pare xii.} fi)r«, ■* the Earl of Shelburne was difmiffed at the 
itifiigation of the Duke of Graft jn.*' — ^Wc karn a!fo from thit 
fticfm<mcil, that his Majefty was gracioufly pleafed to receive 
from the Nabob of j^rcotj whofe forts are garnfoncd by our 
troops, and whofe army is commanded by our officers, a^ne 
Jiamotid^ringy through th^ haitds of Go>>ciPMir Paii. The 
world IS not ignorant of many other majrniiicknt pre^nts 
from the Eaft. But as the governor was once in holy orders, 
the ceremony of invefting the royal finger with this myfti* 
^gn of alliance, may be conildered as fomething divine* 

ordinary 
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ordinary feelings of mankind to repeated infuks Cma». 
and indignities, that no man of the -f mailed: fpark XXXIV^ 
of honour, who was not leagued with the court„ j^^j. 
as party in fome criminal tranfa<^ion, or deeply, 
diftreffed in the means of fubfiftencei, woulcl 
continue one qipm^ent to uphold, pr CQPC^ive at 
a fyftem, that had for its objeds the debafe-. 
ment of the Englifh nobility, the extenfion of 
the power of the crown, and the humiliation of 
the pride of the nation.'— ——^But. Lord ******^ 
wanted another place, and upon condition ofiiia 
Silence, he was gratified. Thus the French got- 
Corfica. What they gave for it, the prudence' ': 
of the parties hath hitherto concealed*. 

Lord Chatham had for fome time entertained .J^^^^. 
thoughts of refignitig. This event decided him. ^efigna. 
The appointment of Lord Hilljborough fecretary 
of ftate for the colonies, was fuch an outrage of 
his American fyflem, and the atchievement of 

* On the ift of Auguft, 1768, (the anniverfary of thQ 
Hanoverian fucceffipn) Lord Bute fet out for Bareges in the 
South of France. In the fucceeding winter a violent difpute 
5infing between Lord Toiunjbendy Lord Lieutenant of Ire- 
land, and fcveral of the great lords of that kingdom^ the- 
miniftry conceived it neceffary to change the Lord^ Lieute- 
nant ; but they could not agree in the choice of a fucceffor. 
The Duke of Betford was for Lord Sandwich^ and the Duke 
of Grafton for Lord H^rcourt, This difagreement occafion • 
cd the return of Lord Bute in the autumn of the year 1769. 
He fettled the difference between thefe Dukes^ by not ac- 
cepting the recommendation of either, but continuing Lord 
^Town/bendy who had been appointed under his own influence. 
Their Graces fubmitted to his controul, and then he return- 
ed to the continent. . This accounts for Lord Town/bend 
{laying in Ireland four years, being the %imt of the ufual rc- 
fidencc of two Lord Lieutenants. 

Vol. L D d Corfica 
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CHAt. Corficaby France, was fuch an abandonment of 

^^^^^* bis European policy, that they were the princi- 

1768. P^' caufes of his refignation. He did not go to 

court when he refigned, but fcni the privy fcal 

by Lord Camden. 

This yfzs the lad place he held under the 
crown. 

His refignation wias an event that had been 
long expeded, and therefore it occafioned no fur- 
prife to the public, por diftrefs to the miniftry. 
The Duke of Grafton having completed his al- 
liance with the Bei^ord' Inte/eji, tttimaxcd him- 
felf fully adequate to all the difficulties and bur- 
thens of the ftate. Lord Camden attached him* 
felf to his Grace, and continued in office. 
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